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INTRODUCTION 



** The most powerful and popular living Sovereign 
— King Edward VII." It was in these terms that 
the toast of the great grandson of George III. was 
enthusiastically honoured by a large gathering of 
representative Americans assembled in their own 
country on New Year's Day of the present year. The 
one remaining link which, as it were, connected the old 
order of things with the new, was severed just eight 
days later when the last Parliament of Queen Victoria 
and the first Parliament of King Edward was dissolved 
by the King in Council. One has only to contrast 
the condition of affairs at the beginning of 1901, 
with that which prevails at the commencement of 
19069 to realise not only how much has been effected 
by the personal influence and exertion of the 
Sovereign of these realms, and how great must 
therefore be the interest felt, not only throughout the 
British Empire but indeed all over the world in every- 
thing which can throw new light on the upbuilding 
and early development of the resourceful^ intelligent, 
vigorous, and wonder-working personality which has, 
in many cases unaided, effected so much in such a 
comparatively short space of time. In January 1901 
we were in the midst of a costly war which seemed 
almost interminable; our arch-enemy of those days 
had just been welcomed with effusion in the French 
capital ; British prestige was seriously threatened 
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throughout the length and breadth of Europe ; the 
only entente cordiau we ever heard of was Franco- 
Russian ; our policy was regarded with universal 
distrust ; we had no friends and the centre of 
preponderating influence was gradually gravitating 
towards Berlin. Five years have roiled by since 
then, and the transformation which has been brought 
about is as complete as it is startling and satis- 
factory. Not only are we at peace with all the 
world, but it seems probable that a constitution 
will shortly be given to our foes of 1 899, 1900, and 
1 901 — loyal subjects of the Kmg in 1906. The 
tie of common sympathy and interest which unites 
members of the Anglo-Saxon race on both sides 
of the Atlantic has become immeasurably stronger, and 
no bom American possibly enjoys a greater measure 
of popularity from the porder-land^ of Canada to 
the Mexican frontier than King Edward the Peace- 
maker. As far as England and France are concerned 
the old friendship of 1855, when the soldiers of 
both nations fought and suffered shoulder to shoulder 
on the heights of the Alma, has been restored and 
intensihed, and this in the very year which brought 
with it the celebration of the centenary of Trafalgar. 
When the Members of the London County Council 
returned the visit to England of their colleagues of 
the Paris Cbnseil Municipal, President Loubet 
spoke frankly of the long and pleasant talk he liad 
had nearly seven years ago with the then Prince of 
Wales, and of the practical results of their more 
recent meetings on either side of the Channel. 
King Edward VII. certainly never forgets either his 
tite^-tite drive through the streets of Paris with 
Napoleon, or the gorgeous fiu in the galleries of 
Versailles — ^the first great festivity of the Idnd at 

which he was ever present. All the passing clouds 
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A Powerful Personality 

which have arisen in the interval are clean forgotten. 
If the favourite saying of the Imperial host of those 
days— f £mpif/ €*est U paixy has long lost all sig^ 
ni^cancei it is not the less true that the future peace 
of Europe depoids very largely on the maintenance 
of the re-estaolished Anglo-French inUnte eariude* 
The children of those who shouted Vive la Reine 
in 1855 have cheered Le Rot Pacificateur to the 
echo, and it seems likely that our " good under- 
standing" with the Third Repubhc will be of a 
more lasting character than our alliance with the 
Second Empire. Since his Majesty's accession the 
world has witnessed the greatest and bloodiest war 
which has taken place since all Europe armed itself 
to resist the unquenchable ambition of Napoleon* 
It was another ^conflict of giants'' both by land 
and sea, and the real extent of the loss of life occa- 
sioned by it is probably very imperfectly realised. 
The importance and utility of the roU played by 
King Edward VII. in first limiting the sphere of 
hostilities, and then bringing about a peace honour- 
able alike to both the belligerent parties, is an open 
secret in the Chancelleries of Europe. There is no 
foreign capiul which his Majesty has visited since 
lus succession to the throne in which he has not left 
behind him a legacy of ** improved relations/^ His 
innate tact and knowledge of statecraft are as remark- 
able as his dauntless energy and phenomenal activity. 

As abroad so at home. No movement of public 
interest or utility escapes his notice ; no detail is 
too insignificant for his personal attention. Both 
the King and Queen have become the patrons and 
protectors of our old hospitals, and the promoters 
of new ones. The crusade against Disease, 
and especially the combating of those maladies 
which affect the poor, is a struggle in which his 

3 
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The Boyhood of a Great King 

Majesty never tires. Sir James Crichton Browne 
has recently described him as the hygienic reformer 
of the age, adding veiy happily to his remarks on 
the progress of material sanitatioiL that The King 
has raised hygiene into a higher sphere, for he has 
helped to establish healthy and wholesome relations 
between the different nations of the earth. His 
Majesty has purified the streams of international 
sentiment and lias shown us one of the ways in which 
that horrible epidemic, war, may be warded off." 

King Edward VII. is ne^er idle. He is credited 
rightly or wrongly with working twelve hours every 
day. At one moment he is conferring with General 
Booth or Prebendary Carlile on dieir life-work 
amongst the poor and helpless ; at another he is 
encouraging thrift by inaugurating the central 
buildings of some great Benefit Society. An octo- 
genarian soldier appeals in vain for the restoration 
of his medals lost years ago in a London crowd. 
He writes of his sorrow to the King, and in due 
conrse gets them back from the War Office authori- 
ties. On the other hand, a second veteran makes 
the Press ring with the cruel injustice of the with- 
holding of a pension to which he is entitled as one 
of the buglers at Waterloo. The King orders a 
careful investigation, and the imposture is once and 
for all unmasked and disposed of. Nor is his 
Majesty ever unmindful of the friends and associations 
of the boyhood with which this volume deals. A 
set of the much-coveted apartments at Hampton 
Court falls vacant. They are promptly bestowed on 
the only surviving niece of Miss Hilayard, the trusted 
governess to the children of Queen Victoria, of 
whom mention will often be made in these pages. 

It is a self-evident fact that in the upbringing 
good or bad of princes, hes the happiness of nations, 

4 
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The Cbpy^books of Kings 

To a great extent the copy*books, exeidaes, and early 
letters and correspondence of kings and princes 
are b^nd the ken of their subjects, althongh 
possessing a great and surpassing interest when 
considered in relation to the after life, both public 
and private, of their authors. We know some- 
thing of the early epistolatory skill of Queen Eliza- 
beth and Mary Stuart. A series of learned letters 
supposed to be the production of the elder son of 
James I. testify at any rate to the excellence oi his 
handwriting even if the matter of them was inspired 
bjr his erudite tutor, Adam Newton,* to whose 
care his education was in a measure confided. A 
bod: (and hy no means an onamusing one) has 
been written on the over-careful bringing up of 
the Duke of Gloucester, the precocious son of 
Queen Anne and Prince George of Denmark, who 
never lived to become, as he ardently desired, the 
Prince of Wales. f Very little is known of the boy- 
hood of the iirst of the two Georges. Augusta, 
Princessof Wales, bestowed considerable pains on hav- 
ing her eldest son (George III .) taught so as to acquire 
a mowledge of two or three languages, obtain a fair 
mastery of the Classics, and speak in public with 
both ease and grace. Like that of nearly all his sons 
his handwriting was a model both for his contem- 
poraries and those who came after them. Thanks 
principally to the cult of autograph collecting a 
great many data are obtainable as to the royal 
nurseries of the latter half of the eighteenth and 
the first half of the ninteenth centuries. Queen 
Charlotte gave the first laced baby-cap and gown of 

• See p. 3 1. 

t " Memoirs of Prince William Henry, Duke of Gloucester " 
[1689-1700], by Jeokia Lewis. Edited by Philip Hayes, Mus. Doc, 
London, 1789 
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The Boyhood of a Great King 

her eldest and favourite son (afterwards George IV.) 
to the Dowager Countess of Effingham, one of hex 
ladies-in-waiting, together with some of his earljrcopy- 
and exercise-bodes. These curious relics' of royalty 
came with a weU-authenticated pedigree into the 
possession of Mr. Frederic Madan of the Bodldan 
Library. Each page is signed and dated in a bold 
round liand. It is a strange experience to read such 
lines as these traced by the future King : 

CniBON TO AcmuB. 

** hem genioiii Frinoe wliat^s Htde ondentood 
The gMDike hmlneM of doi^g good. 

• • • • • ,i 

And think not that fOfor dmted Mate 
Birth, hoDoan, or the empty name of great 

Can fix your foys ; they ill ?ecur*d unless 
^ * You know yourself to ionn your happiness. 

G. P.,^ May 15, 1775.** 

About the same time the vellum-bound and neatly 
written essay and translation books of George IV. 
and his two brothers, Frederic Duke of Yon (the 

constant companion of his studies) and William 
Duke of Clarence found their way into the sale rooms. 
Everv feature in them is evidently the handiwork 
of the " royal authors." They are a marvel of 
neatness. CarefuUv ruled red lines provide an 
ample margin. The title-page of the Prince of 
Wales's production runs thus : 

George P. Tim volume b^:im Sept. 24, 177S 

Extract 
of the 
Fint OntioB 
of 
CSooo 
against 
Cataline 

Spoken before their Majesties in the Picture Gallerjr 
at Windior Castle on August 12» 1778. 
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Prince Florizei as a Penman 



It also contains the Choice of Hercules byProdicus 
and select passages from Cicero de natura Deorum. 

Not three years later " Florizei " had already 
plighted his troth to Perdita," and having deserted 
ner was paying his Court to the twice-widowed 
Maria Fitzherbert at Marble Hall. Prince Frederick 
writes on the fly-leaf of his book : 

TKAMiunan noM Titnci. Fupdick* 

This volmne wu htgan Jvmair 9^ 177S 
Dimidium faed qui hen4 tmfit UtU 
The Andrum and the AddphL 

Prince William — the " yolly young Tarry-breeks '* 
of two years later was scarcely as good a penman 
as either the Prince of Wales or the jnyenile Bishop 
of Osnabruck, but he was getting ready to go to 
, sea, win lanrels under Digby, and become for a 
time the most popular of the five sons of George III. 
T^e Prince of Wales was bom in 1762 ; the Duke of 
York in 1763, and the Duke of Clarence two years 
later. The MS. remark-books of the latter, 
while on board the Prince George in 1779, '7^^> 
and 1 78 1, would do inhnite credit to any lad of 
fourteen or fifteen. 

Of the early life of Napoleon's only son, the King 
of Rome, very little is known except what may be 
ga thered from his ezerdse-books which are constantly 
being offered for sale in the French autograph market 
page by page. The orthogra phy of Napoleon II. can 
scarcely be compared with that of George IV'. at 
the same age, but an essay on the merits of Tasso 
as a poet, sold the other day for forty francs, affords 
sufficient evidence of considerable originality of 
thought. Henry Comte de Chambord (scarcely 
less fortunate in after life than his political rival 
the Due de Reichstadt) could^at any rate, boast of 
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The Boyhood of a Great King 

a handwriting as good as that of George IV. Almost 
like copper-plate (to use a now well-nigh forgotten 
simile) is one of his exercises dated St. Cloud, July 28, 
1828, and beginning with the words, ** Francois 
Premier apres avoir vaiUamment combattu sous 
les murs de Paris fut fait prisonnier par les Espagnols." 
At this very time one Miss Pitt was governess at 
the Court of St. Petersburg, where she enjoyed the 
entire confidence of the Tsar and Tsarina and the 
whole of the RomanoH family. Her autograph 
collection was disposed of a year or two back in 
London, and to her we are indebted for the copy- 
book of the then heir to the throne, the future 
Tsar Alexander II., who in the same year that 
Napoleon's son was writing about Tasso, penned 
in four languages, and in a singularly bold and 
beautiful handwriting. the sentence : He conquers 
twice who overcomes himself." A still more roman- 
tic interest attaches itself to a sheet of the copy- 
book of the unfortunate Empress Charlotte of 
Mexico, still alive but long since dead to the world. 
In her childhood she was a playmate of King 
Edward VII. and his brothers and sisters at Bucking- 
ham Palace, Windsor, and Laeken. Her handwriting 
is just what one would expect from the carefully 
trained daughter of the Uncle Leopold," who 
gave his English relatives Queen Victoria and Prince 
Albert such an imcomparable mentor as Baron 
Stockmar.* There is something sadly prophetic 
in the sentence : II est rare que la jeunesse sente 
la bonheur et les avantages de sa condition. Char- 
lotte, Laeken, 16 August, 1852.'' This melancholy 
memento of early promise and unfulfilled hopes 
fetched a high price in a Paris auction-room. In 
London an ciccedingly long and interesting letter 

* See p. 1 1. 
S 
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The Upbringing of two Princesses 

from Lady Charlotte Finch to her precocious 
pupil, the Duke of York (then aged six), quite 
lately was knocked down to a purchaser " in the 
know," at the nominal price of sixpence.* 

As far as the ^st half of the nineteenth century 
is concerned, a peculiar interest will always centre 
in the nurseries and school-rooms of the Princess 
Charlotte of Wales at Shrewsbury House, Black- 
lieadi, Cranboume Lodge, and elsewhere. Her ' 
tragic and untimely deimse in 1 8 17, when next 
heiress to the English throne, was the signal for 
an avalanche of biographies, good, bad, and in- 
different, from which a good many particulars 
can be gleaned of her upbringing, which, consider- 
ing the manifold difticulties which surrounded her 
from her cradle-days down to the hour of her death, 
was more satisfactory than one could have imagined. 
The various authors who have told with more or 
less eloquence and success the story of the Icmg and 
honour^ life of Queen Victoria have dealt at some 
length with the days of her youth, spent chiefly 
in the comparative seclusion of Kensington Palace, 
at Brighton and other watering-places, or in those 
excursions regarded with small favour by her kingly 
uncle, who was pleased to laugh at what they called 
" Victoria's royal progresses." Possibly this portion 
of the biography of the late Queen has been most 
carefully and effectively dealt with by the Duke 
of Arsyllf who in accomplishing what to him must 
have been a labour of love, had access for the first 
time to the diary of Dr. Davys, afterwards Bishop 
of Peterborough^ who discharged for many years 

* See p. 45 posi, 

t ''VJLI. Qoeeii Vktom: Her life and Empife.'* By hit 
Gnoe the Duke of Aigyll Haipcr ft BsmliBn, LoMon and New 
Yod:, 1902. 
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The Boyhood of a Great King 

with rare conscientiousness the responsible duties 
of tutor to the future Queen of England, as well 
as to sundry memoranda made by the late Duchess o£ 
Cleveland, who, as Lady Wilhelmina Stanhope, was 
one of Queen Victoria's bridesmaids* The details of 
the upbringing of her late Majesty are worthy of some* 
thing more than a passing mention, as throwing con- 
siderable light on the training of all her children, and 
specially on the early education and iiome-life of King 
Edward VII., the immediate subject of this volume. 

A very readable and reliable life of King Edward 
VII. has been written with infinite care by Mr. 
James Penderel-Brodhnrst.* It is not probable 
that anything like an official biography of his 
Majesty will be attempted durine his Ufe time. 
In<ked, it is generally understood that any attempt 
at such a work would be regarded with disfavour 
by his Majesty, and for obvious reasons must 
be incomplete and unsatisfactory. As far as an 
unofftciai narrative oi the lite of King Edward VII. 
up to his Coronation is concerned, Mr. Penderel* 
Brodhurst has very happily and satisfactorily 
supplied the natural demana of British subjects 
in all parts of the world. The present writer was 
able to place at the disposal of Mr. Penderel- 
Brodlmrst some of the characteristic illustrations 
of the King's childhood which afterwards led to his 
acquiring the large and interesting collection of 
drawings, autographs, etchings and contemporary 
prints used the compilation of this volume, the 
object of which is to tell the story of what he has 
ventured to call, without fear of contradiction, the 
"Boyhood of t a Great King." He will do this as 

• " The Life of His Most Gracious Majesty King Edward VII. inm 
his Birth to his Coronation," by J. Penderel-Brodhurst, with numer- 
ova illnitnitioiif . Fourvoliiiiifii. Londoa: U.VirtiieaiidGi* iij>. 
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Troublous Times 



much as possible by the aid of those contemporary 
illustrations and letters, without entering more than 
absolutely necessary on the social and political history 
of En^nd or £uro|pe during those two troublous " 
decades of the mid^nineteenth century in which 
the eldest son of Queen Victoria and Prince G>nsort 
grew up to manhood. 

The period of our annals, which lies between 
1841-1851 was pre-eminently one of disquietude 
and unrest both at home and on the Continent. 
Widespread distress amongst the poorer classes 
and the merits of Free Trade as opposed to Pro- 
tection were burning questions in 1841, as they are 
strangely enough in 1906* Possibly they were 
discnwed with even greater vehemence and in- 
tensity than they are now. The spirit of Chartism 
was in the air. Rumours of plots and counterplots 
were ripe, but they came to nought like the great 
demonstration so adroitly checkmated by the Duke 
of Wellington, when the future Emperor of the 
Jrrench was amongst those sworn in as special 
constables. It is evident that troubles such as 
these were never permitted to disturb the serenity 
of the atmosphere which pervaded first the nurseries 
and then the school-rooms of Buckingham Palace, 
Windsor Castle, and Claremont, and afterwards of 

Osborne and Balmoral. 

In the " forties " and " fifties " of the last century 
letter -writing was by no means a lost art as it is 
at present. Both the Queen and Prince Albert 
were capable and diligent correspondents. Sir 
Theodore Martin in his monumental work on the 
Prince Consort^* has enabled us to realise very 

• The Life of his Rc^al Highness tlie Prince Consort," by Theodore 
Martin, with portraits and views. Five vols. London: Smith, 
Elder and Co., liij^. 
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The Boyhood of a Great King 

vividly the rare powers of King Edward's gifted 
father as a writer of letters, every line of which 
is strongly imbued with that artistic spirit which 
entered so largely into his temperament* Both the 
Queen and her husband wielded the pens of " readjr 
writers/' and it may be confidentl7 expected that 
the important portion of her late Majesty's corre- 
spondence which is to see the light during the present 
year, will considerably enhance the high reputation 
she already deservedly enjoys not only as a consum- 
mate mistress of statecraft, but as a descriptive 
writer of more than ordinary ability. As might be 
expected, letter-writing entered very largely into 
the carduUy thought-out scheme of ^ucatioii 
which seems to have been the result of the strong 
common sense, the far-seeing wisdom and the 
unselfish devotion of Queen Victoria, Prince Albert, 
and Baron Stockmar, described by Lord Palmerston, 
a statesman certainly not prone to flattery, as " the 
most disinterested man he ever knew." It has 
ever been said that the words actually used were 

The only perfectly disinterested man I ever met 
with/' Sir Theodore Martin is one of the few who 
form a living link between the boyhood of King 
Edward VII. and the first years of his auspicious 
reign. Possibly the monograph which he is about 
to publish on Baron Stockmar will tell us more of 
the share taken by the astute author of the apothegm, 

A man's education begins £rom the day of his 
birth," in elaborating the programme for the up- 
bringing of the nine roval children, of which the 
above sentence mzy be taxen as the kqr-note. Almost 
as soon as the Pnnce of Wales and his elder sister 
were able to read and write, they began to compose 
letters as well as to receive them. Possibly, this 
early letter-writing was a family tradition of the 

JS 
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Lessons and Letters 

House of HanoTcr. The lengthy epistles addressed 
to the Doke of York at the age of six^ by his gover- 
ness, Lady Charlotte Finch, and four years later 

by his tutor, Mr. Leonard Smelt (the friend of 
Elizabeth Montagu and Fanny Burncy) would 
certainly lend colour to such a supposition. All 
the daughters of George II L and Queen Charlotte 
were, from their youth upwards, untiring and by 
no means uninteresting correspondents. It is even 
said that a daily ezciumge of letters was considered 
Jf ripumr by Oueen ^ctoria as soon as her children 
were able to pen them. In the large illustrated 
edition of the Duke of Argyll's* biography of 
Queen Victoria is given a quaint illustration of 
letters written by her in her sixth and seventh year. 
The latter is what one would have expected of the 
mother of King Edward VII. A much earlier note 
by Queen Victoria in printed characters is preserved 
in the British Museum. Not only were the Princess 
Royal and the Prince of Wales encouraged to write 
letters to their parents and to each other, but they 
carried on a constant correspondence for many 
years both with " grandmama " (the Duchess of 
Kent) and their great-aunt the kindly and always 
sympathetic Queen Dowager, wlio was always re- 
garded as a member of the family circle. 

About four years ago a case was purchased by 
that well-known collector, Mr. Frank T. Sabin 
of ii8 Shaftesbury Avenue. It was inscribed 

Etchings, Autographs, &c., of Queen and Royal 
Family," and contained not only an original 
drawing by the Prince of Wales (now King Edward 
VII.) and another by the Princess Royal (her late 

• **V.RI. Her Life and Empire." By the Marqnis of Lome, 
K.T.,iioirli»GfaeetbeDiikeof Aig^lL London: Ejre and Spottis- 
iVQode, 1901. 
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Imjyerial Majesty the Empress Frederick) and a 
senes of etchings and etched portraits (including 

several of the two elder royal children) executed 
by the Queen and Prince Albert in the earlier days 
of their happy married life, but several letters 
written by the Queen, the Duchess of Kent, and 
Queen Adelaide to them between the years 1846 
and 1850, and by the Princess Royal to her brother 
the Prince of Wales. In addition to these etchings 
and letters (all of them of undoubted authenticity) 
were otlier items of equal interest, such as transcripts 
of the morning and evening prayers used by the 
Prince of Wales, sheets from the copy-books of both 
the Prince of Wales and Prince Alfred (the late 
Duke of Edinburgh) and last^ but not least, a cha* 
racterisric portion of an autograph letter or note of 
the present King which runs as follows : 





_ . ^ 

Here, at any rate, we have an early confession of 

faith under the hand of our present sovereign which 
may console us for the possibility of the oft-repeated 
story of the exclamation of his royal mother, 
** I will be good " on seeing the genealogical tree 
adroitly inserted by Baroness Lehzen in the history- 
book, being after aU apocryphal. There is nothing 
whatever in this unique cdlection which may not 
be published without fear of committing an in- 
discretion. From first to last the letters on both 
sides throw a cliarming light on the happy hume- 
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life which helped so materially to mould thtf 

character of King Edward VII., as well as on the 
personal share taken at all costs alike by mother, 
father^ grandmother, and great-aunt in the first 
training of the heir to the throne as well as that 
oi his brothers and sisters. It is difficult to realise 
the far-reaching consequences of the new system 
of mental and moral education of which Queen 
Victoria and Prince Albert, aided by Baron Stock- 
mar, were the pioneers. 

When the Princess Charlotte passed away two 
years before the birth, and twenty years before the 
accession of her first cousin Queen Victoria (one of 
whose numerous biographers persists in styling the 
former aunt of the latter), the only possible in- 
heritors of the throne in the younger generation 
were the two sons of Brunswick's gallant chief- 
tain " who fell at Waterloo, and were then aged 
thirteen and twelve resjpectively. After the Prince 
Regent came the chilcUess Diue of York bom in 
1763, and his brother of Clarence, Kent, Cumber- 
land, Sussex, and Cambridge. Great was the 
consternation in the minds of those to whom fell 
the task of chronicling the beauty and the virtues 
of the high-spirited Princess " dead 'ere her prime," 
whose father. Lord Houghton assures us, declared 
that the nation had had a lucky escape, as she 
would have made a bad Queen." The outlook 
was terrible/' wrote one of them, "particularly 
when we contemplate that it is not beyond the 
bounds of possibihty that the blood of Buonaparte 
may, at some not very remote period, put forth a 
claim to the throne of Great Britain ; since the issue 
of the Princess of Wurtemburg would be strictly 
(if Protestant and legitimate) within the line of 
succession in failure oi the young Brunswick Princes, 
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of the present King of Wurtemburg and of his 
brother Prince Paul ; unless indeed tliat the 
British Legislature should add an additional clause 
to the Act of Settlement, forbidding all such 




As a matter of fact after Duke Charles and Duke 
William of Brunswick came as numbers 22 and 23 
on the genealogical tree of which the Baroness 

Lehzen tells so good a story, Princess Frederic 
of Wurtemberg and her son Jerome Napoleon 
Bonaparte, born in 18 14, and destined forty years 
later to meet Queen Victoria and her Consort in 
Paris as the unpopular " Plon Plon " of the Crimean 
War, and the bite miu of the Empress Eugenie. 
After him came a no less inconvement personage 
than Caroline of Brunswick, Princess of Wales, whose 
vie orageuse was to come to an end three years later, 
and whom Thomas Hardy, in the masterly sixth act 
of the second part of The Dynasts depicts as going to 
her husband's Carlton House fete unbidden and 
secretly, saying as she resolves to do so : 

** Mine God, 111 go disguised — in some dead name 
And enter by the leetle, sly, duuEHloor, 
Dengned for thoie not opened wetoomed openly. 
There unobterved Til note my new supplanter ] 
Tit indiscreet I Let inditoedon rule 
Since caution pensioned me so •cnrvify.'^t 

The biographer of the Princess Charlotte adds 
almost prophetically " of the match between the 
Duke of Kent and sister oi the House of Saxe 
Coburg, it has been justly asserted that there is 

** Biogtapliieal Memoir o£ die Public end Mfate life of the 
much lamented Princess Charlotte Augusta of Wales end Saze* 
Coburg." London: John Booth, 181 7. 

t " The Dynasts, A Drama of the Napoleonic Wars," by Thomas 
Hardy Part second, p. 283. London : MaoniUan and 0>*, 1906. 
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* no union which the nation would hail with more 
rapturous delight, and for the establishment of 
which they would more promptly and liberally 
contribute/ " 

Tbe marriage thus faintly fore-shadowed takes 
place, and more than eighty years later Queen 
Victoria dies full of years, and goes down to her 
grave amidst the lamentations of an empire. Very 
uiitcrcnt then is tlic genealogical tree of the House 
of Hanover placed at the end of the admirable 
volume of biography issued by the Times,* shortly 
after the Queen's demise. No less than eighty- 
six of her descendants come next in succession to 
the British Crown, and those who delight in puzzles 
and amnndmms may amuse themselves by calcu- 
lating by the aid of the '^Almanach de Gotha" 
the present position in the table of the sons of the 
Jerome Bonaparte of 1817, whose name seems to 
h^ve excited the traditional terror notwithstanding 
the safe detention of his uncle the great Napoleon 
at St. Helena. When one reflects that amongst 
these descendants of Queen Victoria are the present 
Emperor of Germany, Tsarina of Russia and Queen 
of Norway, to say nothing of the Duke of Saxe* 
Coburg-Gotha and the Grand Duke of Hesse 
Darmstadt,— 4S well as of the future ^ Queens of 
Sweden, Spain, Greece, and Roumania, — Queen 
Victoria will live in history as the mother of endless 
generations of European rulers. Hence the peculiar 
importance of the system of education and training 
devised more than sixty years ago by her husband 
and herself for the benefit of their own children, 
who have in turn become the fathers and mothers 

• ** The Life of Quren Victoria,*' reproduced from the Tinies^ 
London : The I tmes and Sampson Low, Mars ton and Co., Limited, 
1901. 
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of so many potential kings and queens, and the 
singular interest of everything which can throw 
light on the boyhood and upbringing of the monarclx 
rightfully described by one of his many American 
admirers as the most powerful and popular of 
living sovereigns/' 

It is in the achievements of King Edward VII. 
that we shall find the best monument of the wisdom, 
the self-denial, the devotion and the far-sightedness 
of both }iis father and mother, who after all were 
primarily responsible for the mental, moral, and 
physical training of their children. Sir Theodore 
Martin's admirable eulogy of the Prince Consort, who 
contrived ultimatelv to nnd equal favour in the eyes of 
Lord Melbourne^ Sir Robert Peel, Lord Palmenton 
and Lord John Russell, is fresh in most men's minds. 
To all of them he was sooner or later " a quite 
marvellous young man.** Somehow or other, one 
can hardly help feelmg that he lived quite half a 
century before his time. On December 14, 1878, 
died the " little Alice," her father's darling in the 
early days of Osborne and Balmoral. She survived 
him sixteen years to the very day. In her Memoirs,* 
understood to be prepared by Dr. Sell, a clergyman 
of Darmstadt, and for whicli Princess Christian, 
the Princess Helena of the Queen's Journal, wrote 
a toiichin,t> introduction, occurs a brief pen-picture 
of the Prince Consort which may assuredly be ap- 
propriately quoted in connection with the immediate 
subject of this volume : 

By his strength of character and rare energy 

of intellect, combined with a thorough self-control, 

* ** Alice, Grtnd Dncfaess of Hesse^ F^incMt of Giett Britiin and 
Ireland'/' Biognphical Sletch and Fortfaits. London : John Mnnay, 
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and an unswerving devotion to the duties of lus 

position, he succeeded in gaining the love and 
esteem of a nation which, though it keeps watch 
over its rights and privileges with peculiar jealousy, 
knows also how to show great generosity, when once 
it has learnt to trust and to love. With his wonderful 
power of mastering new and difficult subjects he 
made himself familiar with the history ana policy, 
the social and agricultural conditions, the industries 
and conunerciaf relations of his adopted country. 
In lus position of intimate confidential adviser to 
the sovereign he showed the greatest tact, and gained 
the affection and respect of the Ministers who 
succeeded one another at the head of affairs ; whilst 
the more he became known the more his genuine 
worth was appreciated by the nation at large. 
Chief of all two nations have acknowledged with 
grateful admiration, that under his influence there 
grew up in the midst of the most brilliant Court 
in Europe a domestic family life, so perfect in its 
purity in charm that it might well serve for a bright 
example to every home in the land." 

All that Sir Bernard Burke Ulster, King of Arms, 
has to record of the present sovereign of these realms 

(the Prince of Wales of this volume) is as follows : 

" Edward VII. by the Grace of God, of the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, and of the 
Bridsh Dominions beyond the seas. King, Defender 

of the Faith, Emperor of India. His Majesty was 
born at Buckingham Palace, November 9, 1841, 
and baptized at St. George's Chapel, Windsor, 
January 25, 1842. He succeeded at his birth to the 
Dukedom of Cornwall in the Peerage of England, 
to the Dukedom of Rothesay, the Earldom of 
Carrick and the Barony of Renfrew in the Peerage 
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of Scodandy and as Lord of the Isles and Great 
Steward of Scotland* 
"He was created by Patent, December 8, 1841, 

Prince of Wales and Earl of Chester, and by Patent, 
January 17, 1850, Earl of Dublin, all in the Peerage 
of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland. 
The King ascended the throne at the decease of 
her Majesty Queen Victoria, January 22, 1901, 
when the Dukedom of Cornwall and his Scottish 
honours passed to his only surviving son, while his 
titles created hy Patent merged in the Crovm. On 
his creation as Prince of Wales his Majesty became 
K.G. in accordance with the statutes of the Order.'* 

The reason for making this quotation at the 
onset will be apparent when the time comes to 

deal with certain controversial questions regarding 
the " style " of the Heir Apparent which arose 
immediately after his birth. Like all former writers 
who have dealt with the life of the late Queen of 
glorious memory, or the history of the royal family, 
the writer gratefully acknowledges the help he has 
derived from such easily accessible sources as the 
two standard biographies of the Prince Consort,* 
but a great many more ephemeral and less well- 
known ni cm oils and tracts exist from which much 
interesting information can be gleaned to supplement 
the different items contained in the collection already 
alluded to. Other fruitful sources of long-forgotten 
data connected with the youth of the King are to 
be found in the pages of the two great newspapers 
which, as it were, have grown up and become British 

• "The Early Years of his Royal Highness the Frintc Consort, 
compiled under the direction of the Queen," by Lieut. -General the 
Honbl. C. Grey. London: Smith, Elder and Co., 1867. "The 
Life of his Royal Highness the Prince Consort," by Theodore 
Martin, 5 vob. London : Smith, Elder and Co., 1875. 
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institutions with his Majesty. Punch is not quite 
five months the King^s senior; the IttustraUd 
Loudon News just eight weeks his junior. In the 

original prospectus of Punchy dated July 17, 1841, 
" This Guffawgraph " was spoken of as " intended 
to form a refuge for destitute wit — an asylum for 
the thousands of orphan jokes — the superannuated 
Joe Millers — the millions of perishing puns, which 
are now wandering about without so much as a 
shelf to rest on." GiUray, Rowlandson, Woodward, 
together with several minor but not less merciless 
tormentors of the last two Georges were dead long 
before King Edward VII. was born : George Cruik- 
shank, then verging on fifty, had foresworn political 
for social subjects of satire, and the portfolio of 
caricatures from the repositories of Fores and Acker- 
mann no longer formed an indispensable part of the 
programme of a fashionable evening party. Punch 
quietly but e£fectually ousted all rivals from the field. 

iohn Doyle, the popular H. B. of those days, still 
eld his own, but he had no taste for the coarse 
and brutal onslaughts which made the latter days 
of the wasted life of George the Magnificent a 
burden to him. His son, the great " Dicky Doyle 
of Punchy then a stripling of seventeen, was just 
beginning to sketch, and John T.cech, seven years 
his senior, had lately made a great hit by a series 
of comic designs heading up the much abused 
Mulready envelopes to possibly well-merited ridicule. 
Cruikshank was too ousy with illustrations for 
Ainsworth's "Tower of London,'* and "Guy 
Fawkes'* to think of the happy young couple 
enjoying, despite sundry worries and anxieties, 
what appeared to be a perpetual honeymoon at 
Buckingham Palace or Windsor Castle. Unless 

the writer is much mistaken it was John Leech 
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who drew the first caricature portrait of King 
Edward VII., destined some sixty years later to 
confer a knighthood on Sir l:*rancis Burnand, the 
genial and popular humorist who has just trans- 
pired the traditional cap and bells to Mr. Owen 
Seaman. In his salad days Punch showed an un- 
mistakable inclination to poke fun at Mrs. Lilly, 
the nurse who offidated at the birth of all 
tlic Queen's children. There was something irre- 
sistible in the idea of Jiaving a Court Circular 
edited bv the " Boy Jones " who distinguished 
himself by frequently effecting an entrance to 
Buckingham Palace at aU sorts ot inconvenient 
times, and whose services the editor announced he 
had " succeeded in retaining though opposed bjr 
the enlightened manager of a metropolitan theatre, 
whose anxiety to advance the interest of the drama 
is only equalled by his ignorance of the means.*' 
In an early issue, " Mr. Punch " declares its intention 
of undertaking the onerous duties of the education 
of the Princess Royal, and as a beginning furnishes 
a facetious Anglo-Italian version of Ride-a-cock 
horse, which has received the unqualihed approval 
of Mrs. Ratsey, the nurse of her Royal Highness. 
The parody is entitled Su Gallo CavidlOf an Italian 
Cavatina sung with unbounded applause by Mrs. 
Ratsey at the private concerts of the infant Princess. 
Next comes ** The Royal Rhythmical Alphabet " 
to be said or sung by tlie Infant Princess : 

" L's for Mrs. LiUey who was once a ourse of mine ; 
R't lor Mn. V^MWey who taught iw ^ pretty song ; 
V*s for Victoria *ttkeBeis of for^-one;' 
X it for the Trdde X IJU7 dnusk thiee timet a da^^ 

From the first the JllustraUi London News showed 

a decorous loyalty to the Queen and a proper venera- 
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tioD for the Ccmstitution. Under a fanciful vignette, 
drawn apparently bv Mr. Kenny Meadows^ a 
weekly article entitled for many years ** The Court 
and Haut Ton," abundant information was vouch- 
safed as to tlic occasional suminonings of Mrs. 
Lilly, the more constant attendance of Lady Lyttel- 
ton and the daily '* airings" of the "royal infants/* 
One of the earliest eflForts of the new venture was 
a picture of the Prince of Wales in a laced cap playing 
in his mother's arms* 

The birthday ode " which found favour at 
the Court of the four Georges had disappeared in 
i8j.i, along with the cake and caudle which the 
public were allowed to indulge in gratuitously on 
the occasion of royal christenings. The vocation 
of the Gibbers, Whiteheads, Whartons, and Pyes 
had disappeared. Nearly eighty-one years separated 
the birth of the last Prince of Wales of the eighteenth 
from that of the first and only Prince of Wales of 
the ninteenth century. It is curious to contrast 
the circumstances which attended the two 
events. It is still more interesting to compare 
the system of education (the word is used in its 
most comprehensive sense) which prevailed in the 
case of King Edward VIL and that which formed, 
as it were, the prelude to the reigns of his predeces- 
sof5 from the accession of James I. at the dawn of 
the seventeenth century down to the death of 
Queen Victoria in the first month of the first year 
of the twentieth. At the dispersal of Sir William 
Eraser's library four years ajro, a thick volume was 
soldy composed partly of Mo., partly of tracts, and 
partly of newspaper cuttings, and bearing the strange 
title of " Laureated Leaves and Rhymes for Royalty ; 
New Year and Birth Day Odes, with some Trim 
Iram of the Times, collected towards a History 
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of the Laureateship." August 12, 1762, the birth- 
day of George Augustus, Prince of Wales, was 

the anniversary of the first accession of the House 
of Hanover. It was signalised, moreover, with the 
treasure of the captured Spanish galleon Hermione 
beine dragged past St. James's Palace v^ith trumpets 
sounding, and the enemy's flags flying over the 
heavily laden waggons. No wonder that cake and 
caudle was serv^ to all comers, and that the 
Gentlemen of the Chapel Royal made ready to sing 
the congratulatory poem sent up red hot from 
Oxford, by wordiy Dr. Wharton, the Poet Laureate, 
and containing such a verse as : 

** For lo, to Britain and her favour'd pair 
Heaven's high commaBd ius sent a s.acrcd iieir \ 
Him, die bold pittott of Jul pitriot Slie 
Sliall fill with early fame immortal fire, 
In lifers fresh spring, ere buds the promisM prime^ 
His thou^ts shall mount to virtues meeds snbtiitie.'' 

But even more fulsome flatterers were ready to 

chant the praiocs of the infant FlorizeL 
Here is a portion of anotlicr birthday ode : 

" Britannia, as lately she sat OQ her Throne, 
And view'd the vast ocean and viewM it her own, 
Father Time, her old Crony, hobbled up with his Scythe, 

And told her he'd news which would maiiLe her heart blythe. 

• ••••• 

My beart beats with joy, whilst entaptai^d I dng 

An English heir*! bom to your Wd cndish King ! 

• ••••• 

Your joys are complete for your loy*d Gtatffft tine 
Till I, Time myself, am no more, i? to shine ; 
I*m hurrying to fate now to cut Mattew short all, 

From Jove with an order to make it Immortal. 

• ••••• 

May she still by their Care ! Oh ! great Jove ne'er neglect her ! 
Let her ne^er want a Geoige to revenge or protect her." 

And yet another which beats both the preceding 
ones in the exuberance of its hyperbolic absurdities : 
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*^Biit«li, rej<»ee! let AddimitkBi ring 

To HI A PriiDce is borOy our chlUidi's Ring ; 

A Briton from a Briton^ we luTe born. 

To grace this glorious this tuspicious Mofn 

A Mom on which his Grandsire blest our Isle ; 

*Twas glorious iiit of August in onr Stile. 
• ••••• 

To accompany his Birth, oh ! see at Hand 
The gold of Ophir bless this happy Land; 
And as a timely Blc^^int^ to our Earth 
The Clauds drop iatness at tlx' auspicious Birth.** 

William Wordsworth made no sign as to the ninth 

of November, 1841, although the tlicine was by no 
means unpropitious. Sundry impromptu verses 
were added that evening to the National Anthem 
and the audience welcomed them with boisterous 
applause. A little more than three years later 
the event inspired a poem hy one of the cleverest 
and most beautiful women of the time — Caroline 
Norton, the fascinating grand-daughter of Richard 
Brinsley Sheridan. Somewhat scant justice to her 
remarkable verses is done by her latest biographer,* 
who tells us that " in 1845 she (Caroline Norton) pub- 
lished *The Child of the Islands,' a poem intended 
to draw the attention of the Prince of Wales (then 
an infant four years old) to the condition of the 
people of this country with a view of bridging the 
gulf between rich and poor . . . but poetry and 
pamphleteering do not yoke well together." 

It will be remembered that *^ Lord of the Isles " 
is one of the hereditary Scotch titles of the eldest 
son of British sovereigns. The preface written at 
3, Chesterfield Street, Mayfair, is dated Marcli 20, 
1845, and explains that the publication of the book 
was intended to take place on November 1842, 

• ** Some Farooos Women of Wit and Betnty," by John F/rie. 
London : Aichibakl Gonstabk^ 1905. 
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but had been vnaymdedly delayed hy a recurrence 

of domestic affliction.'* The dainty volume of 
white and gold has a carefully drawn allegorical 
frontispiece by David Maclise. On a fly-leaf the 
use of Jeremy Bentham's words: **If the poor had 
more justice, they would need less charity " lends 
colour to Mr. Fyvie's idea as to the moral teaching 
intended to be conveyed by such undeniably beauti- 
ful verses as : 

" Child of the IsLnJs ! if the watch of love 

To even the meanest of these fates bclongj ^ 
What shall thine be, whose lot is far above 

All other fortunes woven in my aong ? 
Tq guard thy head from danger and from wrong 

\^luit ooontleit viMoes lift their prayers to HeaTcn I 
Thow^ wlioee ovm bves crowd lonnd (a happy throng !) 

Those, lor wlioin Death the bkned tie hath riven ; 
And those to whoie tcatbed age no veidant branch hath given ! 

There's not a noble matron in tlie land. 

Whose christened heir in gorgeous robes is drest,— 
There's not a cottaL'c mother, whose fond hand 

Rocks the low cradle of her darling's rest. 
By whom thou axe not thought upon and bte^ 

Blett lor thyielf and for Arr lineage high 
Who InUed thee on her voung maternal breast ; 

Hie queenly lady with the clear blue eye, 
Huoogh whoin thou ckimest bve^ and shaxest loyalty ! 

, And again : 

** ChM ^ Ha Ijhmds/ thoo whose oadle-bed 

Was hallowed ft31 with night and morning prayer ! 
Thou, whose &it thoughts were xeverently led 
To heaven, and tanghtbetimea to anchor there I 

Thou, who wert reared with fond peculiar care^ 

In happiest leisure, and in holiest light ! ' 
Wilt thou not ffcd the lamp whose lustre rare 

Can break the darkness of the fearful ni^ht 
Midst dim bcwildVmg paths to guide lumi atcps aright ? 
• ••••• 
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WUt thon not help to educate the poor I 

Tbnr wiU km tomerhing^ whether ttnglit or no ; 
The Mind't low dwdliag hath an c^n dooi^ 

Whence, wandering uneasy, to and fso 
It gathen that it should, or should not know. 

Oh, train the fluttering of that restless wing ! 
Guide the intelligence that worked woe ! 

So shall the Summer answer to the Spring 
And a wcU-guided youth an age of du^ know. 



Keep thoo the reverence of a yondifal heart 
To Age md Merit m tbf nadfe land ; 

Nor deem CmiiHcn seo thee far apart ; 
Abmft^ hnt not Aloof ^ a Prince should stand : 

Still near enough, to stretch the friendly hand 

To those whose names had never reached the throne. 

But for great deeds, performed in small command ; 
Since thus the gallant wearers tirst were known, 

Hallow those names ; although not Royal like thine own.* 

Under the heading of Winter : 

** Cbtld of the Islands ! Thou art one by birth 
In whom the weak ones see a human guide \ 
A Lily in the garden of their earth 

That Loilcii not, but yet arc well supplied, 

Wtdk costly lunriet and lobea of pride. 
Tlqr word shall lead foil manf a wavering Kwly 

Behoves thee therefore hold thyself allied 

With the Mind-workers, that thy good control 
Majr serve Hit^ whose light shines oat iram pole to pole. 

And in the Conclusion : 

^ . • . Royal Child, thon art to me 

Qnljr the sculptured image of a thought ; 
A type of this world's rank and luxury 

Through whom the poet's lesson may be taught : 
The deeds which arc by this world's mercy WlOUghi^ 

Lie in the compass of a narrow bound ; 
Our life's ability, — ^which is as nought,-— 

Our life's dnratioii,'--^htcb is hut sound,-* 
And then an echo^ heard still faintly lingering round. 
• ••••• 
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Meinwhik dnoe Detth, and Sonovr, and Diseaie^ 

Bid helpless hearts a barren pity feel ; 
Why to the Poor shall checked freesef 

Brothns be gentle to that om appeal, — 

H^ani a the only woe God gives you power to heal.'* 

If the authoress seriously intended to point a 
moral " it makes her verses prophetic as well as 

beautiful. This is assuredly no case of the ill-stan eJ. 
union of the poetic afflatus with the prosaic instincts 
of the pamphleteer. It is to be regretted that 
Mrs. Norton (who died the wife of Sir William 
Stirling Maxwell the cultured author of the 
" Cloister Life of Charles V.") never lived to see 
dreams of the Child of the Islands " fully realised, 
for an intelligent sympathy with the legitimate 
grievances of the poor and an earnest desire to 
ameliorate their condition enter very largely into 
the ideas of the enlightened sovereign during whose 
early boyhood and in whose honour these graceful 
and sympathetic lines were originally penned. 
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THE ROVAL NURSERIES AND SCHOOL-ROOMS OF THE 
SEVENTEENTH AND EIGHTEENTH CENTURIES 

The story of the upbringing of Princes in Stuart 
times and in that uf tJicir successors, the hrst three 
Kings of the House of Hanover, begins appropriately 
enough with the accession of James I. of England 
and VT. of Scotland on the death of Queen Eliza- 
beth, the last of our Tudor sovereigns. The monarch 
who inherited the throne of England on the 24th 
of March» 1603, was addressed by his followers 
and flatterers as the Royal Solomon. Posterity 
has dubbed him the ** Wisest Fool in Christendom/' 
and a friendly critic styles him with sufficient 
accuracy " the most learned, the most pedantic, 
and the most voluminous of royal authors." His 
two sons enjoyed in turn the rank and dignity of 
Prince of Wales. It was for the benefit of Henry 
Frederick, born on February 19, 159^9 and created 
Duke of Rothesay some six months later [August 30^ 
1504] that he drew up, and published privately at 
Ecunbui^h in 1599 ^'Basilikon Doron/ or 
His Majesty's Instruction to his dearest sonne 
Prince Henry." Here is a specimen of its porten- 
tous contents : 

Book II. " Anent a King's Duetie in his Office.'* 

" But as ye are clothed with two callings, so must 
ye be alike careful! for the discharge of them both ; 
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The Boyhood of a Great King 

that as ye are a good Christian, so ye may be a good 
Kingy discharging your office in the poynts of 
justice and Muitie; which in two sundry waies 
ye must do : the one, in establishing and executing 
(which is the life of the lawe) good lawes among 
your people ; the other, by your behaviour in your 
owne person and with your servauntes, to teach 
your people by yonr example ; for people are 
naturally inclyned to countcrfaitc (like Apes) their 
Prince's manners " and so forth. 

It is not astonishing that James Stuart was looked 
on by his courtiers as a paragon of theoretical virtue, 
and that he enjoyed the reputation of bdng the 
greatest authority of his time on the ^ making of 
future Kings." Like begets like. The Basilikon 
Doron" was the forerunner of a swarm of dainty 
volumes devised for the purpose of gratifying the 
vanity of its author. A typical example of these 
is George Marccllinc's " Les Trophees dv Roi 
lacqves I. de la Grande Bretaigne, — et Irelande 
Defensevrde la Foy. Dresses sur rinscription seule- 
ment, e son Advertissement a tons les Rois, Princes, 
Sc Potentates de la Chrestient6 ; confirm^ par le 
merueilleuses actions de Diev en sa vie. Voyez, 
dediez, et consacrez av tres-illvstre Prince [Henri] 
dc Galles," published in 1609. In this eulogistic 
extravaganza the young Prince of Wales is frequently 
addressed as " Mon Jcunc Caesar," and "Grand 
Alexandre." The edition in French was followed 
by one in linglish. I'he nursery days of " Young 
Cxsar " were apparently short, for before he was 
a year old [January 28, 159I] Margaret Master- 
town mistress-nurse to the Prince" received 
her discharge, the royal infant being handed over 

to the care of his hereditazy guarcfian " Arabella^ 
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The Royal Solomon and his Sons 

Coantess of Mar. In July 1599, Adam Newton 
was appointed to be ms tutor.* The death of 

Queen Elizabeth which gave the father the throne 
of England, made the son Duke of Cornwall. In 
August 1605, at the age of eleven, he matriculated 
at Magdalen Cnllcp:c, Oxford. A full year before 
that proposals tor his marriage were receiving serious 
consideration. On June 4, 1610^ he was created 
Prince of Wales and Earl of Chester. On November 
6, 161 2, he died. It is to be hoped that the system 
of educational ** forcing" to which he had apparently 
been subjected^ had nothing to do with the catas- 
trophe. 

Charles Stuart, who was raised to the rank of 
Prince of Wales just five months after Iiis brother's 
demise, was born on November 19, 1600, and had 
already received the titles of Duke of Albany 
(December 23, i6oo),and Duke of York Hanuary lo, 
1605). Of his early training under the care of 
Lord and Lady Fyvie> and his governess Lady 
Gary yery little is mown. His first letters afford 
sufficient evidence that, like his brother, he was a 
ready scholar. If contemporary writers burned 
their incense liberally at the altar of Henry Frede- 
rick, the contemporary engraver did not forget the 
shrine of his brother and successor. Under the pretty 
little print of the bov-prince by Richard Elstrack, 
one reads the astounoing legend : 

** Great Britain is thy birth ; but the Earth 
Siorv -; to thy virtue which exceeds thy birth. 
Live then, and conquer till victorious wmc 
Make thy rule endles at thy virtoet an,** 

Elstrack may have been an adroit courtier and a 
good portraitist. He was certainly a bad prophet, 

* See Introduction^ p. 5. 
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The Boyhood of a Great King 

That Charles IL (bom Majr 2% i6$o)y and his 
brother James IL (bom October 14, 1633) ever 

acquired any book-learning at all is astonishing, 
for the days of their youth — at any rate the greater 
and more important part of them — were passed 
amidst wars and tumults, in marching and counter- 
marciung, in sudden flights by night, and tinaily 
in exile beyond the seas* The second Charles 
Stuart, who was granted an establishment as Prince 
of Wales at the age of eight, and took his seat in the 
House of Lords ten days later, was not nineteen 
when his father, whom he had never seen since 1645, 
died upon the scaffold. He was unquestionably 
a boy ui more than ordinary intelligence, and learnt 
his lessons rapidly. His nurse bore (for him) the 
auspicious name of Wyndham. His first governess 
was the Countess of Dorset. William Cavendish, 
Earl of Newcastle, and Bishop Brian Duppa even- 
tually became respectively his governor and tutor. 
This was in 1638. Four years later, when (nominally 
at any rate) he was appointed to the command of 
a troop of Life Guards, the Marquis of Hereford 
was made Governor of the Prince of Wales. He 
was a little later succeeded by the Earl of Berkshire. 
James 1 1., the last of the Stuart Kings de factOy 
was never Prince of Wales. The title of Duke of 
York (not at that time of particularly happy oonen) 
was conferred upon him, either at or shortly after 
his christening. He learned what he could from 
his governors,'* Sir George Raddiffe and the Earl 
of Northumberland. His nursery and school-room 
days were necessarily few. He was reared in " tribu- 
lations and dangers uit." Before he was ten he 
had been refused admission to the gates of Hull, 
and it was only by rare good fortune that he escaped 

capture on the held of Edgehill. His natural 
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A Doctor at Twenty 

ability (later in life displayed to great advantage 
as head of the Navy) was certainly above the average. 

William IIL, born at the Hague in the winter 
which preceded the eventful flight of hit brother^* 
in-law King Charles II. {de jurt at any rate) after 
Worcester fight, owed a great deal to the careful 
training of his able mother, Mary, Princess Royal 
of England, the eldest daughter of Charles 1. His 
father had died before his birth, and for fourteen 
years the widowed Princess of Orange devoted herself 
to personally superintending with more than ordin- 
ary intelligence, the education of her son — destined 
by the irony of fate to snatch the sceptre of her 
unlnclcy father from the hands of her scarcely more 
fortunate brother. At the age of nine he entered 
the famous University of Leyden. He was soon 
able to speak four languages with equal ease, and 
understood three others. Charles dc St. Evremond 
declares that "no person of the Prince's age and 
quality was ever master of so good a turn of wit." 

When the two great English Universities made 
him a Doctor while in his twentieth year, it was 
no empty compliment. This was in 1670, Thirty- 
two years later William of Orange (Doctor of Laws 
at both Oxford and Cambridge) died King of 
England after a reign of thirteen years. 

His successor, Queen Anne, was the daughter of 
his deposed brother-in-law James II. Her educa- 
tion and early training had not by any means been 
neglected. Like the Elcctress Sophia of Hanover, 
who predeceased her by only a few months, she 
was both a painstaking and capable letter-writer. 
Beyond m forming us that she was a sickly child, and 
that Lady Frances Villiers, a daughter of the Duke 
of Snffolky was her first governess, the writer of her 
memoirs in the Dictionary of National Bio- 
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The Boyhood of a Great King 

grapity/' tells us very little of her girlhood. He is 
presumably more concerned with her theological and 
political views than with her early mental and phy- 
sical training. In 1577 when shie was twelve, Dr« 
Edward Lake was appointed to discharge the often- 
combined duties of chaplain and tutor, and prepared 
her for confirmation. At this time Bathshua 
Makin's school at Tottenham enjoved a well- 
merited reputation amongst ladies of the higher 
classes.* Mrs. Makin had in her youth taught 
Charles I.'s little daughter, the Princess £lizabeth, 
so efficiently, that ^^at nine years old^ she could 
write, read, and in some measure understand 
Latin, Greek, Hebrew, and Italian/' She was 
even more learned than her namesake Queen 
Ehzabeth, who, just a century before, was said by 
Ascham to " read more Greek in a day than many 
Doctors of her time did Latin in a week." It was 
to Princess Anne's sister. Queen Mary, that Mrs. 
Makin (who lived to be the tutoress of Elizabeth 
Montagu's mother) dedicated her elaborate treatise 
which she entitled " An £ssay to revive the Ancient 
Education of Gentlewomen in Religion, Manners, 
Arts, and Tongues : With an Answer to the Objec- 
tions against this way of Education." It is not 
impossible that this enlightened lady (whose portrait 
adorned with no less than four Latin inscriptions, 
William Marshall has bequeathed to us) had some- 
thing to do with the upbringmg of Queen Mary 
and Queen Anne, as she was doubtless a persona 
grata at Ojurt. Two of her Greek letters arc 
preserved in the British Museum, but there is no 
record of the date of her death. She kept schools 
and colleges of the young gentlewomen at Putney, 

• " A T,a iy of the Last Century (Mrs. Elizabeth Moottgo),'* 
i>y Dr. Doran, ¥.SA. i-ondon : Richard Bentle/, 1855. 
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A Forgotten Tiact 

in 1649, and a quarter of a century later her " female 
seminary at Tottenham High, Cross was at the 
zenith of its prosperity. 

It is to Dr. rhilip Hayes, a notable musical 
composer and virtima of the eighteenth century, 
that we are indebted for the preservation of the 
first detailed account of the upbringing of a pre* 
sumptive heir to the British Crown.* Philip 
Hayes occupies a place in the annals of George IIL's 
reign akin to that filled a century later by the late 
Sir Arthur Sullivan and Signer Paolo Tosti, 
He is the author of anthems, glees, and songs in* 
numerable. He was at one time Heather Professor 
of Music at Oxford^ Organist of Magdalen, and one 
or two other Colleges, ami a Gentleman of the Chapel 
RoyaL ^ He was CmaUv the heaviest man of a 
generatw Ml distinguished by an abundance of adipose 
tissue. His favourite name at the University was 
** Fill Chaise," and when he hired two seats on the 
London coach to secure a comfortable place the 
guard non-plussed him by booking one inside, and 
the other out. He provided all the incidental 
music ioT the celebrated Blenheim theatricals, 
and enjoyed the intimate friendship of the then 
reigning Duke and Duchess of Marlborough and 
their tdented children. When Philip Hayes died 
in London in 1797, he was honourea by a public 
musical funeral in St. Paul's, all the three royal 
choirs attending it. It was probably in his capacity 
of Gentleman of the Chapel Royal that Dr. Hayes 
came across the forgotten tract of Jenkin Lewis, 
which he completed and re-edited. The memoirs 
of the Duke of Gloucester thus happily handed 
down to U8» throw considerable light on tne system 
of education in favour at Court during the last 

* See fnhot, p. $, 
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decade of the seventeenth century. Queen Anne's 
son was born in the first year of the reign of King 
William and Queen Mary, his uncle by marriage 
and his aunt. The event we are assured ^^gave 
^eat joy to the whole nation, which soon spread 
itself to the Hibernian and Scottish shores/' The 
in&nt Prince must have suffered from a yeritable 
plethora of nurses.. Mrs. Shermoo, Mrs. Wanley, 
and Mrs. Pack, all took him in charge. He had 
convulsions, and was removed for his health's sake 
to Lord Craven's house in Kensington Gravel Pits. 
** There," we learn, " the young Prince thrived and 
went out every day, when dry, in the afternoon, 
m his little coach which the Duchess of Onnond 
presented him with* and often times in the forenoon ; 
nor was the severity of the winter's cold a pretence 
for his staying witnin. The horses, which were no 
larger than a good mastiff, were under the guidance 
of Dicky Drury, his coachman. . . 

The young Duke is brought back to Camden 
House, and the great Dr. Radcliie is called in, who 
prescribes liberal doses of Jesuit's powder now 
called bark," and frequent blisterings. He has m 
new nurse, Mn. Atkinson, who IS soon known as 
**Attv.'' The siege of Namur and the war in 
Flanoers now come within the range of practical 
politics. The child-prince, aided by his preceptor, 
Mr. Prat, takes part in the drilling of a troop of 
Kensington boys in paper caps armed with wood 
swords, and the laying out of mimic fortifica- 
tions.* He writes to hb uncle : Dsar Kinq^ — 

• A hundred and fifty years later the G)mte de Piris and the 

Due dc Chartres indulged th(?m5elvM in similiar amusements at 
Garemont. The forts erected by the Prmce of Wales and the Duke 
of Edinburgh at Osborne during the Crimeaa War were probably 
more seriout underukings. See p. 303. 



Digitized by Google 



The Good Hope and its Owner 

You shall have both my companitft with you ia 
Flanders." 

Notwithstanding the frequent bllsterings he is 
able to learn dancing from Monsieur Gory, a rich 
<dd French mMn di danse to whom he takes a 
great liking. We are told that ^'His break&su 

and suppers were provided by his day nurses . • . 
for breakfast, milk porridge and a piece of bread 
and butter ; for supper, water gruel, with currants, 
or veal and chicken broth with barley boiled therein.'* 
Frugal iare indeed for the heir to the throne. 
When five years old A fancy took him that he 
would have a real ship with masts and rigging made, 
to be in his presence as a model He tcdd my Lord 
[Lord Berkeley] he would shortly have such an one ; 
and he nude me bespeak it at his toy shop in Canon 
Street. My Lord told him he was very glad he 
gave his mind to such warlike exercises. He looked 
up in my Lord's face, and said, *My Lord you arc 
very old ! ' which Mrs. Duraine reproved him for ; 
* I mean my Lord to be out so late at night>' which 
made his Lordship smile." 

The attention of all England is directed to the 
Siege of Namur in which Kin^ William was taking 
an active part. A gazette is curawn up at Camden 
House. Arrived safe in the Downs, off Kensing- 
ton Main, the ship called the Good Hope, Prince 
William Master, whom God preserve ; she is a 
full-riggcd ship, built in Canon Street Row, in a 
creek bordering upon the Port of London, from 
which she was launched, by order and under the 
direction, of Jenkin Lewis, Surveyor-General and 
Engineer to his Roval Highness Prince William, 
Diue of Gloucester. So proud was the Duke of 
his ship, that he would often make the boys climb 
up the masts. Lewis," said he, ^'when we are 
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at sea I will cannonade my enemies, and then He 
by; so make them believe tliey may board us. I 
will send a boy up the top masts, to let fall from 
thence a bag of pease, that when the enemy comes 
to board us, thejr will fall doiwn by means of the pease 
and I and mv men willmsh from the comers of 
the ships and cut them to pieces." When news 
was brought of Namur's surrendering to the allies 
(which happened on August 4 ; the fort and castle 
on the 22nd) the Duke was very joyous, and ordered 
his guns should be fired six times round. 

The attention of Prince William is now turned 
to more serious things, Mr. Prat begins to teach 
him mathematics, Latin, and the use of the globe," 
wisely tempered by lessons in boxing and fendag. 
In Jannary 1696, King William makes his nephew 
a Kjoight of the Garter, but even this dignity does 
not diminish hu love of soldiering. In order to 
satisfy his martial ardour the words of command 
were set to music by Mr. John Church of the King's 
Chapel : 

** Hark ! Hark ! the hostile drum alaraa 

Let ours too, beat and call to arms ! 
Prepare, my boys, to meet the foe 
Let cv'ry breast with valour glow ! ** 

Lewis,'* said he one day, when I go to conquer 
France, I will bum all my shipping, that my men 
may not desert me by coming back." In 1696 
adoresses were sent to the Kmg. The Prince's 

address was as follows : " I, your Majesty's most 
dutiful subject, had rather lose my life in your 
Majesty's cause than in any man's else ; and 
I hope it will not be long ere you conquer 
France. Gloster." All his boy followers were 
required to sign the following pledge devised 
by him: '^We, your. Majesty's dutiful subjects, 
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A Childless Queen 



will stand hy you as long as we have a drop of 

blood." 

He is now the solitary survivor of the seventeen 
children of the Princess Anne and her Danish 
husband Prince Geoi^. In 1698 he is in his ninth 

year, and Dr. Gilbert Burnet, bishop, biographer, 
statesman, and poHtician, is appointed his Preceptor, 
and begins to teach him theolot^^y, Greek, and 
Roman Hi^^tory. He is never tirod of reading 
" Plutarch's Lives." The King ordered " five 
of his chief Ministers to come once a quarter and 
examine the progress he made ; they seemed amazed 
both at his knowledge and the good understanding 
that appeared in him.*' 

He was not, however, destined either to see the 
beginning of the eighteenth century or to become 
Prince of Wales, a dignity for which he always 
longed. On July 29, 1700, the Princess Anne, 
mother of so many children, became childless. A 
few days later the leader of the Kensington troop 
of boy-soldiers was laid to rest in King Henry the 
Seventh's Chapel at Westminster. 

The bringing up of George I. (bom just two 
months before the Restoration of Charles U.) was 
as might reasonably be expected, influenced by the 
clear and lively intellect of his mother the Electrcss 
Sophia of Hanover, youngest daughter of Elizabeth, 
Queen of Bohemia, and daughter of James I., 
whose Iife-loni> ambition was to become (if only 
for one day) Queen of England. The aged Electress 
Sophia, like the youthful Duke of Gloucester, was 
destined to disappointment. She predeceased her 

well-beloved cousin'' Queen Anne, by exactly 
seven weeks. Although George I. knew com- 
paratively speaking, very little English, he was 
well acquainted with the languages and literature 
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of Holland, Germany, France, and Italy. He was 
a fair musician although like his son and successor, 
he had no great fondness for either " bainting 
or " boetry." George II. was, like his father 
(who by the way, was never Prince of Wales), 
carefully educated under the vigilant eye of the 
clever and energetic Electress Sophia. In 1705 
Queen Anne bestowed on him, as presumptive heir 
to the throne, a variety of Enghsh honours and 
titles, including that of Marquis and Duke of Cam- 
bridge. He was just thirty-one when declared 
Prince of Wales at his father's first Council held on 
September 22, 1714. He was so created by letters 
patent issued five days later. On February 12, 
1715, he took the necessary oaths as Duke of Rothe- 
say. On lone 12, 1727, he became Kingof England. 
As his eldest son, Frederick Prince of Wales, never 
lived to succeed to the throne, the question of hu 
early training is not a matter of supreme moment; 
His natural gifts were probably greater than those 
of his father, to whom at any rate it must be accounted 
for righteousness that he possessed a marvellous 
-memory, indulged a passion for genealogy, founded 
the University of Gottingen, and patronised ia 
turn both Handel and Heidegger. 

Frederick, the eldest son of George XL, was born 
in 1707, while his grandmother the Electress Sophia 
still lived and hoped to become Queen of England. 
Hb grandfather made lum Duke of Gloucester in 
1717, and on his father's accession he was created 
Duke of Edinburgh. In the previous year Lady 
Mary Wortley Montagu wrote enthusiastically 
of his " grace and charms." It was intended that 
he should espouse Sophia Dorothea Wilhelmina, 
Princess Royal of Prussia, while his sister was the 
destined bride of her brother Frederick the Great. 

40 



Digitized by Google 



Liliputian Soldiers 

He never canie to Eagknd till 1728, and was created 
PHnce of Wales in the following January. He 
was essentially a iUaUmU in an age of dilettantism. 

Known to his familiars as " Prince Titi," he com- 

e>sed two songs and supported Buononcini against 
andel. His father and mother cordially hated 
him, but he scarcely merited the well-known rhyme 
belittling his memory. He died oa March 20» 
1 75 1, from the effects of an abscess caused by either 
a cricket or tennis ball, while Desnoyers the dancing- 
master played the violin by his bedside. He was 
bnried three weeb later at Westminster " without 
either organ or anthem.'* 

George, the eldest son of Frederick Prince of 
Wales, and afterwards the third King bearing that 
name, was born on June 4, 1738. On the principle 
enunciated a century later by Baron Stockmar, 
that a man's education begins " in the first year 
of his life," it is interesting to note that " on the 
first anniversary of the birdiday of the infant heir 
presumptive, there was a great concourse of nobility 
and gentry at Norfolk House, to congratulate their 
Royu Highnesses, accompanied with a whimsical 
exhibition of sixty youths, all under twelve years 
of age, sons of eminent citizens, who had formed 
themselves into a Liliputian company of foot- 
soldiers, in proper military clothing." "... In 
the drawing-room they were received by their 
newly elected Colonel, Prince George, who was 
adorned with a hat and feathers ; after which they 
were permitted to Uss his hand, as well as that of 
the new-bom Edward and the Princess Augusta/* 

On August I, 1740 he was present at a masque 
performed at Cliefden with Quin (his future 
mstructor in elocution) and the charming Kitty 
Clive in the principal rdUs^ with fireworks by 

4* 



Digrtized by Google 



The Boyhood of a Great King 

the learned Dr. Desaguliers as an additional 
attraction. At the age of six a precedent was 
created by the appointment of Dr« Francis Ays- 
cough, afterwards Bishop of Bristol to the post of 

Preceptor. Almost at the same time he com- 
menced to learn drawing from Goup\\ fencing 
and small sword exercise from Redman and the art 
of oratory from Quin. When he was nine Addison's 
Cato was performed in Leicester Squaie, with the 
following cast : 



JuiA 
Cato 

Snmomus 

Luaus . 

Dxcrus . 
Syphax . 
Marcus . 
Marcia . 
Lucia 



Prince George. 
Prince EdwaivL 
Master Nugent. 

Master Evelyii* 
Master Montagu. 
Lord Milsington. 
Lord North's son. 
Miaicr Madden. 
Priace&s Augusta. 
Princess Eluuibeth. 



The prologue spoken by Prince George began : 



" To tpeak with fteedom, dignity, and 
To lam tfaew ans, which auf hereafter pkaae 
Wtie autfaon taf-^ yonth in eariiett age 
Reheane the poet's laboocs on the stage." 

And a little later came the lines : 

*• liberty, oh name for ever dear ! 

Know, 'tis the first great lesson I was taupht. 
\\ hat, though a boy ! it may with pride be saidy 
A lioy in England bom, in England bred ; 
Where freedom wcii becomes the earliest state. 
For there the love of liberty's innate." 

On June 4, 1750, Prince George gave a silver cup 
to be competed for by the London watermen. 
The date has been dosd^ associated with the history 
of the Thames for over a century and a half. It is 

still a da/ held sacred by all Etonians; His father 
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Treason in the School-room 

died on March so foOovring, and on April 22, 1752* 

Prince George became Prince of Wales by letters 
patent. From that time to the date of his accession 
eight years later, the completion of his education 
afforded abundant matter for partv warfare. The 
formation of his ideas was regarded as a sort of 
•hatdecock for the battledores of Whig and Tory 
partisans. In 1752 Lord Harcourt and Mr* Stone 
held respectively the positions of Governor and 
Sub-Governor. Thev were sncceeded by the Earl 
of Waldegrave and Dr. John Thomas, Bishop of 
Peterborough. High treason was in the air ! The 
fifteen-year-old lad had been allowed to read such 
dangerous works as Echard's translation of " The 
Revolutions of the House of Stuart," by Father 
Orleans, Ramsey's " Traveis of Cyrus," Sir Robert 
FUmer's " Patriarch," and Perc Ferefix's " History 
of Henry IV." The Constitution was seriously 
threatened! The last of the numerous officiais 
entrusted with the formation of the mind of George 
in. were Dr. Hayter, Preceptor, and Mr. Scott, 
sub-Preceptor. The results achieved were scarcely 
commensurate with the pains taken. During the 
whole of the King's reign his narrowness of view 
and dogged obstinacy were often only too apparent.- 
He knew something of everything, but nothing 
thoroughly. His acquaintance with Latin and 
Greek was only superficial. He wrote English, 
French, and German fairly well, and could under* 
ftand Italian. He dabbled with music, mechanics, 
and even printing. He loved poetry, but used 
to say that Shakespeare wrote sad stuff. Possibly 
he preferred the birthday odes of Cibber, White- 
head, Wharton, and Pye sung before him on his 
own birthdays and those of the Queen. As his 
family increased these performances became more 
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frequent, and the strain on the inventive facultjr 
of the laureates ereater. He patronised painting 
liberally, but in his heart he preferred Benjamin 
West to Joshua Reynolds. 

The birth of the fourth and least worthy of the 
four Georges has already been spoken of.* He 
was five days later invested (at least in theory) " by 
cap, coronet, verge, and ring *' with the title de- 
scribed by the most indulgent of his many biographers 
as ^ one of the trophies of the conquest of Llewel- 
lyn.** The ceremony could hardly have proved 
as severe a trial of his physical energies, for he 
was inoculated the same day. In his third year, 
on St. David's Day, 1765, he received his first 
deputation and made his first speech. " He thanked 
them for their mark of duty to the King, and wished 
prosperity to the Charity. 

At Christmas he was duly invested with the 
order o£ the Garter. His brother Frederick was 
the chosen companion of his studies. They never 

2uarrelled until the Duke of York as Commander-in- 
)hief refused a military command to his brother 
the Prince of Wales. If there b safety in the number 
of instructors. Prince George should certainly have 
been the best educated man of his time. Lord 
Holderness, Lord Bruce, and the Duke of Montagu 
were in turn his governors, while during his child- 
hood the post of governess was filled by Lady 
Charlotte Finch, who was Commander-in-Chief of 
a perfect retinue of nurses. Amongst his Preceptors 
was an Archbishop (Dr. Markham), a Bishop (Dr. 
Hurd), and a Dean of Christchurch, who lived to 
decline the Irish Primacy (Dr. Cyril Jacbon), and 
Mr. Arnald or Arnold, a clergyman who had wrested 
the Senior Wranglership from Lord EUenborough's 

* See Preface, p. 14. 
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brother Dr. Law, who could not be consoled for 
the disappointment even when Bishop of Brechin. 
The Bower Lodge at Kew was the scene of a com- 
prehensive system of education wliich ranged from 
dassicSy mooem languages, music, and docution^ 
to orthography, drawing, and practical husbandry. 
Both bn^ers developed in due course a pretty taste 
for Tadtus,* and the Prince was reputed to play 
the violoncello better than his master,t and possess 
a finer bass voice than half the Italian singers at the 
King's Theatre or the Pantheon. Undeniably his 
handwriting in 1775 would have done credit to a 
Crocker or a Bickham. Of the numerous minor 
teachers who had a finger in the educational pie 
in process of confection at the Bower Lodge mention 
is occasionally made of M. de Sulzar and Mr. Myers, 
but one hears much more frequently of Leonard 
Smelt the friend and correspondent of Fanny 
Burney and Elizabeth Montagu, a Tcritable star 
in the Blue stocking firmament. Smelt, who had 
fought at Dettingen and Fontenoy, was just fifty 
when Lord Holdcrness introduced him to George 
IIL in He remained at the Bower Lodge 

lot ten years. Very curious indeed is the following 
letter addressed in November, 1769, to her six- 
year-old charge, the Duke of Yorl^ by Lady Char- 
lotte Finch : 

Ladt Cbaioottx FtHCB u H.R.H. Fhidbricc 

DuKB OP York. 

Lyons, fttv, 7, 1769. 

" Sir, — I have been very impatient to arrive at 
Lvons that I might have the Honer and Happiness 
ot writing to your Rojiral Highness, as it is one of 
the greatest Indulgences I can have wiiilst I am 

* SeeFrafint, pp. 6 sod 7. t CroidiL 
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debarred that of seeing you daily. [Here follows 
several pages of not unamusing description of the 
journey from Paris to Lyons.] I should be very 
happy to find myself so much advanced in my 
Journev, if that Thought did not at the same time 
remind me that I am already about six hundred 
miles distant from your RojFal Highness, but if I 
can but flatter myself that you think one hundredth 

Ert so often of me^ as I do of all mjr sweet Uttle 
>yal Charges I will feast npcm that idea until I 
return, as I am sure no distance can diminish my 
Zeal and Affection and will hope I shall find myself 
just where I was in those dear little Tender iiearts 
that shed Tears at our partings the Remembrance 
of which 1 shall cherish as long as I live [then 
another page of description of the boat called a 
* diligence * hired by Lord Winchelsea for the joamqr 
down the Rhone to Avignon]. As soon as I arriye 
at Nice which I believe will be about the 2ist of 
this month I shall do myself the honour of writing 
to His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales and giving 
him an account of our voyage thither. 

" I have the honer to subscribe myself, 
*' Your Royal Highness's 
" Most dutiful and 

Most obedient servant, 
" (sd-) Charlottb Fimch.'* 

Still more strange is the epistle of Mr. Leonard 
Smelt to his pupil of ten : 

RuiHT iUftiiy Oathr 15, 177). 

I hope your Royal Highness wiU believe that 
I have a heart sensible of the honor you do me in 
being so much interested in the health of my Rela^ 
tions — after many days of despair there is at present 
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a glimmering of hope for my Brother-in-Law, but 
tho' his friends have so ardently wished his recovery 
he himself hath been perfectly resigned and grateful 
that he hath Uved to see his children such as- he 
wished them to be. 

Mrs. Smelt (whatever Mr. Jackson or M. de 
Saigas may have thought upon the occasion) hath 
most assuredly been happy whenever she hath been 
honoured with a look of those lively eyes over the 
half shutters. If my Myers hath succeeded with 
your Royal Highness as well as he had done with the 
Prince of Wales He will have great reason to boast 
of his performances, and the Lady who is to be 
honoured with their possession will be most truly 
happy. When your Royal Highness is pleasure 
to assure me that you love me, you are not aware 
how much you may awaken a pride in me which 
may not so easOy be conquered, as I have nothing 
so much at heart as to deserve the approbation and 
if I may be allowed to say so tlic affection of your 
Royal Highnesses, and as I can safely promise for 
myself that I never shall seek to obtain it, but by 
the zeal of my endeavours to strengthen the only 
foundation for your Royal Highnesses' permanent 
happiness, so little as my part may be in this, yet 
I shall from this assurance expect that you will 
reward gn Prince and honor me with a proportion 
of your affection rather suited to your greatness 
than my merits. 

** YoLir Royal Highness is pleased to desire that 
you may write to me again. Is it usual, Sir, to ask 
leave to confer the most pleasing honours, for you 
cannot doubt my receiving it as such. 

I have troubled the Prince of Wales with so 
long a letter that I must entreat your Royal Highness 
to lend Him a little of your patience to supply the 
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demand there will be for it. But that I may not 
wholly exhaust it, for perhaps it is not one of your 
Royal Highness's misfortunes to have too much, 
I shall only beg leave to add that if I mav judge of 
the progress both your Royal Highneiaei nave oiide 
in your other studies by that in your writing my 
expectations can scarcely be raised too high ; in 
this hope permit me to assure your Royal lughnesa 
of the perfect respect with which I am 

" Your Royal Highness's 
" most obedient 

" and dutiful servant, 
Leonard Smelt." 

It is not surprising that the upbringing of George 
IV. and his brother Frederick^ Duke of York and 

Bishop of Osnabruck ended in dire failure. From 
first to last it was sowing the wind to reap the whirl- 
wind. At the Bower Lodge there was little or none 
of that domestic environment which entered to 
largely into the shaping of the character of him who 
is the immediate subject of this volume. In the 
royal nurseries and school-rooms of 1841-1850 there 
was a healthy atmosphere of simplidtyt truthfulness 
and sincerity. Imagine for one moment Dowager 
Lady Lyttelton or Mr. Birch writing such letters 
to their young charges as that of " the elegant Mr. 
Leonard Smelt," or even that of Lady Charlotte 
Finch. The Bishops at Bower Lodge may have 
occasionally had recourse to a Spartan discipline^ 
but the minor teachers never tired of flattering 
their pupils and gratifying their vanity. Each 
succeeding Governor was imbued with a strong 
political bias. They were all Tories of the obsolete 
type, holding that the divine right of Kings was an 
article of faith, and teaching the Prince of Wales 
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to regard it as such. The foreign prejudices of the 
Queen were as harmful as the pohtical bias of the 
Kin^. There was no wholesome mixing with the 
outside world at the Bower Lodge. Even the 

most partial of Court historiographers is compelled 
to admit " that a system of education was pursued 
in regard to the young Princes something less liberal 
than ought to have been adopted towards the sons 
of the sovereign of a great and a free people." 

As a matter of fact, neither George IV. nor his 
brother ever had a fair chance. The apotheosis 
of all the fineletter-writine, Ciceronian orations and 
*ccllo playing, came with the separate establishment 
of January 1781, the perfiify of ''Florizd^' to 
** Pcrdita," and the secret marriage with Mrs. 
Fitzherbert. It ended in what can only be de- 
scribed as a panorama of disgrace. George IV. 
utterly destroyed the personality of the sovereign 
as an element of both home and foreign politics, 
and a feature in the social life of the Empire. Not 
only did Queen Victoria restore it during her long 
and glorious reign, but by the upbringing of her 
children paved the way for those further develop- 
ments of useful personal influence both at home 
and abroad which have characterised the first years 
of the reign of a ^eat King. 
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CHAPTER II 

THE UPBRINGING OF TWO HEIRESSES TO THE 

BRITISH THRONE 

[PnHcm Chauotte, 1796-18 17. PuNcns VicioitA, i8t9>i837.] 

Nevkr were the energies of the poet Pye and his 
unofficial imitators both great and small, more 
severely taxed than at the commencement of 1796. 
In his inevitable New Year's Day Ode (dealing 
prindpally with the recent attempt on the King's life 
— ^an event which amply justified the apposition of 
the phrases « Pauiot*s breast " and " Hell's behest ") 
the Laureate had foreshadowed the coming event 
which would obviate the necessity of the nation 
falling back on the descendants of Owen Tudor, 
Llewellyn, or the De Burgos : 

^ O nuj thf tmilcsy blest infant, fwm 
Omens of concord and of love, 
Bid the loud strains of mnrti.nl tritimpK cease 
And tune to soften mood the warbling seal oi peace." 

Exactly a week later Princess Charlotte was bom 

at Carlton House. We are assured that " the anxiety 
of the Royal Father (the use of capitals was more 
liberally indulged in in those days than at present) was 
inexpressible. His Royal Highness, on the preceding 
evening, had dined with the late Mr. Macnamara at 
Streatham, to meet a convivial party, among whom 
were the hte Duke of Bedford and Lord Thurlow, 
whose society^ it is well known, had much attrac- 
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tion for him ; yet he quitted the festive board at an 
earlier hour than he had ever been known to do, so 
feelingly alive was he to his promised hopes, and to 
the welfare of his Royal Partner." Mr, Pve was 
an indifferent poet, but he proved a still worse 
prophet. Smiles, concord and peace played a 
very small part in the future life of either mother 
or daughter. The deception and double dealing 
at which the Prince of Wales was an adept was 
never more forcibly illustrated than at the realisa- 
tion of the " promised hopes." He was just then 
making a pretence at retrenchment, so when the 
civic authorities desired to offer him their felicita- 
tioBSy the Remembrancer was informed that being 
under necessity of dismissing his establishment, 
he was unable to receive those congratulatory 
compliments in a manner suitable to his rank, and 
with the respect due to the capital of the empire ; 
but at the same time he expressed his great regret 
in not having it in his power to show a proper 
regard for the good wishes of the City of London 
towards himself and the Princess of Wales." Such 

Eriods as these were eminently worthy of Mr. 
!onard Smelt, whose correspondence reminds one 
strangely of the Pecksniff of half a century later. 
But the Royal Family could not be put off so easily. 
They insisted on coming to the christening on 
February ri, when the King and Queen and the 
Duke and Duchess of York (the former the boon 
companion of his brother's early escapades — the 
youth in the buff coat of Mrs. Robinson's memoirs) 
were to be sponsors. They duly arrived along with 
the whole oi the royal Princesses, but there was 
nothing for them but a plain joint and trimmings — 
''two counes and a dessert.^' Queen Charlotte 
held the child in her arms and gave her her own 
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Btme; the Archbishop of Canterbury performed 

the ceremony with proper solemnity, and when it 
was over there was the usual distribution of cake 
and caudle, but " in a proportion indicative of the 
promised reform?.'* Before another year had passed 
by the futile playing at economy, which deceived 
nobody, was given up ; the separation of the Prince 
and Princess of Wales was declared to be final and 
irrevocable, and the infant Princess, the subject 
of Pye's poetic platitudes about peace, smiles, 
love, and concord, was at Shrewsbury House, under 
the care of the Dowager Lady Elgin and Miss 
Garth. Mr. Pye, however, erred in good company 
as far as his roseate forecast is concerned. His 
efiusion in Laureated Leaves " is immediately 
preceded by the ode in honour of the ill-starred 
marriage entitled " To Hymen," written by Dr. 
Clarke, and set to music by the great Haydn : 

** Oh long may rosy fmger'd morn 

Bestrew their patJis with radiant flowCTS 
From latent snake or iuiking thoin 
Free at Flora's fav'rite bowen ** 

and so on through a dozen verses of rhyming in- 
anities. It is not surprising that one search^ in 
vain for **To H^en,'^ amongst the published 
worb of the illustnous composer. 

Notwithstanding the manifold disadvantages in- 
herent in the situation created by the complete 
estrangement of her parents, the Princess Charlotte 
proved far more easily amenable to the influence 
of her numerous teachers than one might have 
imagined. She was essentially a creature of impulse, 
and the total lack of parental control in her up- 
bringing accounts for many of her faults in character. 
At one moment we hear of her making shrewd 
remarks on the achievements of Queen Elizabeth 
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about wbom she delighted to read ; at another 
ike IS asking on bended knee the blessing of Bishop 
Porteons because she is coming to lire in his diocese* 
while a little later she enjoys with nndisguised and 
even boisterous merriment the *' bumping " of 
her matronly governess, Lady de Clifford, in a 
pony cart over the ploughed fields at Bognor. 
Bishop Fisher (with whose Garter badge Queen 
Victoria played twenty years later, and whom 
Sarah Tytler" mixes up hopelessly with Bishop 
Darys) did his utmost to make his pupil a good 
woman as well as a well-informed one, but nothing 
could atone for the lack of that maternal solicitude 
and affection which proved so invaluable to Queen 
Victoria. There is no evidence to show that the 
•* First Gentleman in Europe ever troubled himself 
an iota about the actual education of his daughter. 
His one idea was to prevent her falling under the 
domination of her mother. He was never so happy 
as at Brighton, where he could forget all about wife, 
daughter, and debts, while enjoying a series of 
gorgeous fHes^ and listening to the strains of such 
deplorable balderdash and unblushing perversion of 
the truth as : 

" When Jove's immortal power 
On Bntons deigned to shower 

Freedom sublime, 
Ftsace George by high decree 
On eaitli WM lonD'd to be^ 
Guardian of Liberty, ' 

Sacicd, dhnne. * 
Bntons, yoot voic« rais^*, 
In thanks and songs of pnise 

The world convince ; 
Tme freedom here abounds, 
Virtue the throne surrounds 

Long liire the Pinnoe.^ 

If Lord Houghton is right as to George IV/s 
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unfavourable estimate of his daughter as a possible 
sovereign, he was himself greatly to blame for the 
short-comings of her early training. He was too 
much overcome with grief to attend her funeral, but 
he found time to reassure the unfortunate Sir Richard 
Croft, and a carefully sealed letter recently changed 
hands for a few shillings in which the Prince Regent 
congratulated Sir Isiiac Heard on " the perfect style " 
in which he had proclaimed the dead Princess* titles 
at the conclusion of her obsequies. 

It is a relief to turn, by way of contrast, from 
this sad picture of uniulhllcd promise and wasted 
eflort to the happy girlhood of the then unborn 
cousin who, within twenty years of the death of 
Princess Charlotte, was called upon to fill the throne 
which should have been hers. The essential differ- 
ences in the upbringing of the two Princesses of 
the House of Hanover, who were in turn described 
as heiresses of England'' during the first forty 
years of the nineteenth century, are reflected to a 
very great extent in the caricatures, popular litera-* 
turc, and street songc of the epoch in which they lived. 
There was little or nothing in common as far as 
their respective surroundint:s were concerned. As 
has already been pointed out nothing could have 
been more unfavourable to the formation of the 
morale of the Princess Charlotte than the wanton 
profiigacv of Carlton House and the Brighton Pavi- 
lion, ana the tawdry untidiness and gossipy tittle- 
tattle which distinguished the various suburban 
residences of the deserted mother, whose intimate 
associates were, for the most part, citlier undesirables 
or nonentities. Perhaps it was fortunate that her 
early death spared the Princess Charlotte the latest 
and saddest phases of her mother's chequered career. 
A happy, contented, and peaceful infancy such as the 
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future Queen Victoria passed in those pleasant rooms 
orerlooldng the shady gardens of Kensington Palace^ 
could never for a moment have been hoped for in 
the case of her less fortunate cousin* who was com* 
peQed by force of circumstance to grow up from 
babyhood in an atmosphere of chronic chicanery 
and perpetual intrigue. Not only was she the stand- 
ing object of dispute and wrangle between her 
heartless -father and his hard-living, hard-drinking 
associates on the one hand, and her tactless mother 
and her interested* over-zealous partisans on the 
other, hu t her governors and governesses were for ever 
quarrelling amongst themsdves. The well-mean- 
ing old King* as lon^ as a ray of intelligence remained 
to him had a sneakmg regard for his unhappy niece 
whose hfe had been ruined by the faults and follies 
of his eldest son. He did ids best to see that his 
grand-daughter (who used to play to him when 
overwhelmed by mental and physical blindness) 
was brought up in as satisfactory a manner as his 
own lights (limited at the best of times) permitted 
him to devise. To Queen Charlotte* Caroline of 
Brunswick was anathema from the very first. Hei 
personal sympathy for the solitary girl who bore her 
own name was scant indeed. As long as he was 
able the King wrote long and touching letters to 
the Princess of Wales in French, imploring her to 
be patient and, above all, to avoid giving cause of 
offence, but no sooner did the Queen get a free hand 
than* at the bidding of her favourite but often faith- 
less son, she peremptorily excluded his consort 
from her drawing-rooms and other public assemblies, 
and that at a time when the presence of the Allied 
Sovereigns made the affront doubly hard to bear. 
On the other hand, there was for many years a 
frequent exchange of visits and friendly letters 
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between the younger Princesses of the royal family 
and their child-niece. The caricaturists who never 
spared George the Magnificent any more than they 
did the Corsican Ogre, at once ranged themselves 
on the side of the daughter, who probably lired 
in perfect nnconsciousness of pictures representing 
her as a bone of contention between her father and 
mother, or kneeling before an altar at the bidding 
of Mrs. Fitzhcrbert. There is a still better-known 
print in which the " legal wife " (as Mr. Wilkins, 
her latest and ablest biographer calls her) is depicted as 
an angel bearing the " heiress of England " heaven- 
wards, crucifix in hand. Everything conspired 
to obstruct the development in the mind of the 
Princess Charlotte of that individuality of character 
and strength of purpose which distinguished the 
Princess Victoria long before the death of her unde 
made her Queen of England. For this the simple 
home-life at Kensington and the motherly care of the 
Duchess of Kent were mainly responsible. Possibly 
the marked diiference between the temperament of 
the two mothers had something to do with the almost 
total lack of resemblance between their children. 

The story of the early years of Queen Victoria 
is doubtless familiar to the great majority of the 
readers of this volume. Not only does it occupy 
the first chapters of the various biographies already 
alluded to, but it formed a prominent feature in 
the lighter literature brought into existence, first 
by the jubilee celebration of 1887, and then by that 
of the second solemnity of ten years later.* The 

* An ciceBent ipecimen of this it the doable Bombtt of the 
Mwifiih JOurtrmi Msftume for ]ulj 1897, edited by Mr. CkflMM 
Shorter. It deelt moit picturesquely widi every period of the 
late Qoecn't Iile» end ihoiild be atMfy pmemd hf those nho 
are fomiaate exKMigh to possen a copy. 
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narrative of the Princess Victoria's life from her 
birth at Kensington Palace down to the eventful 
morning little more than eighteen years later when 
the Archbishop of Canterbury and Lord Conyngham 
arrived there at an abnormally early hour and 
demanded audience of the Queen," need onlv 
be further alluded to in relation to the light which 
it frequently throws on ''the boyhood of a great 
King, to which it was the natural prelude. The 
girlhood of Queen Victoria, as far as companions of 
ner own age are concerned, may be fairly described 
as a solitary one, which contrasts very iorcibly 
with the infancy of her children, who grew up in 
the happy enjoyment of each other's society. 
There was, therefore, little resemblance between 
the modest nursery at Kensington and those over 
which our late revered Queen presided as wife and 
mother. Moreover, there was no master-mind 
like that of the Prince Consort to assist the Ducheai 
of Kent in discharging those duties which it wat 
afterwards confessed she discharged most admirably. 
Politics undoubtedly entered verv largely into the 
early training of George III. and that of his sons. 
High Toryism was the order of the day at Bower 
Lodge, Kew, but notwithstanding the excellent 
principles carefully impressed on him by Bishop Hurd, 
his eldest pupil went over to the Opposition, and one 
of the earliest letters of the Princess Charlotte is that 
which accompanied the gift of a bust of Charles 
lames Fox to Lady Albemarle. The Duke of 
Kent's mild form of Whiggism was certainly far less 
objectionable than the ultra-Protestant Toryism 
of his brother Ernest, but the traditions of the 
political faith of the former were said to be cherished 
by his widow, if not actually transmitted to his 
daughter* Politics played no part whatever in the 
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boyhood of King Edward VII. Absolute political 
impartiality and indifference on the part of the 

sovereigns was one of Prince Albert's golaen maxims, 
which is bearing fruit now, and will continue to do 
so for all time. The poetasters of 1796 and the 
first decade of the nineteenth century had vanished. 
Flattery in high places had gone out of fashion before 
1 837 and birthday odes were at a discount. Never- 
theless :i broadside has come down to us containing 
a set of indifferent verses beginning with the lines : 

'* Afiection*9 kind domestic joys we view • 
In our late William't ihoct benignant rdgn. 
Oh! mayoutQneenJiergrandure'ttt^s puitue ; 
And \m and glory at reward obtain.** 

At the age of four months the future Queen 
attended a review in her father's carriage. It is not 
recorded that she attempted a speech on the lines 
of that which the infant Prince of Wales is supposed 
to have addressed over fifty years before to the 
astonished delegates of the Society of Ancient 
Britons. It was shortly after this that the Duke 
of Kent wrote from Sidmouth : My little girl 
thrives under the influence of a Devonshire climate, 
and is, 1 am delighted to bay, strong and healthy ; 
too healthy, I fear, in the opinion of some members 
of my family by whom she is regarded as an intruder." 
These ominous words afford a key to the earliest 
caricatures ia which the child-face of the Princess 
Victoria appears. In the first of them all, however^ 

H. B." depicts her as a sort of glorified Boy 
Bishop, wearing portentous lawn sleeves and sitting 
behind an enormous desk on an episcopal throne* 
It seems that a proposal had been made to utilise 
a portion of the revenues of the see of Derry for 
the upbringing of the ** Heiress of England." The 
rest are directed at the universally disliked and 

58 



Digitized by Google 



« H. B." and the Duke of Cumberland 



mistrusted Ernest Duke of Cumberland, whose 

desire to become ruler of England was as intense 
as that once entertained by his ancestress the 
Electress Sophia. With both it was the dream of a 
lifetime destined never to be realised. In " H. B.'s " 
various productions Princess Victoria was always the 
▼ictim and Duke Emest the villain of the piece. 
Even her caricaturists dealt gently and kindly with the 
girl pronounced charming on all hands. Of those 
executed before her marriage, there are few 
prettier portraits of Queen Victoria than ** H. B/s " 
sketch of her Majesty in one of the unbecoming 
bonnets of the period riding between Lord Mel- 
bourne and Sir Robert Peel. 

The chief episodes connected with the nursery- 
life of the late Queen Victoria are, by this time, 
familiar to the majority of the subjects of the 
" Great King." We all know the story of the un- 
expected death of her apparently robust and long- 
lived father while she was still in arms, and the return 
of her widowed mother to the picturesque palace 
which had witnessed lier daughter's birth. Her very 
dolls and dolls'-houses have aflPorded subject-matter 
for a book. The Queen's first bon-mot about the cor- 
nelians ; her rides in Kensington Gardens ; her desire 
to clean the windows as a pastime ; her frank exchange 
of child-like confidences with the " Infant Lyra ; " * 
the praiseworthy patience of Baroness Lehzen; the 
appearance of the Reverend George Davys on the 
scene in her fifth year ; the love she bore her half- 
sister the Princess Feodore, and her old nurse Mrs. 
Brock (" Boppy ") ; her wish to please her uncle King 
George by going to Windsor on the donkey given her 

* One of the musical prodigies of the period, who was ** com- 
mazKied " to play the harp at Kensington Palace before the 
Dacheti of Kent and the Princess Victoria. 
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by her uncle the Duke of York; her visits to "Uncle 
Leopold " still at Claremont, but very soon to become 
King of the Belgians ; her appearance at the ball given 
in honour of the child Queen of Portugal, and a 
dozen other anecdotes of the bin* trovato type 
have been recounted too often to justify more than 
the most passing allusion. Sir Walter Scott saw 
mother and daughter face to face in Royal Kensing- 
ton, and records his deliberate opinion that " this 
lady is educated with much care, and is watched 
lo closely that no busy maid has a moment to whisper, 
* You are heir of JEngland.' " This is naturally 
followed by the legend of Baroness Lehzen, in whicn 
the genealogical tree surreptitiously inserted in the 
history*boo^ and the words, I will be good," form 
the chief ingredients. Dn Davys, in that portion of 
his journal published for the first time by the Duke 
of Argyll, does ample justice to Miss Lehzen's dis- 
ciplinary powers. On April 7, 1823, when teaching 
the Princess the alphabet, he writes: "Her manage- 
ment of the Princess is extremely good. She allows 
no indulgence of wrong disposition, but corrects 
everything like resistance, or a spirit of contradiction 
such as aU children will indulge in if they can." 

Two years later he tells us : ^* April 6, 1825. The 
Princess Victoria began to take lessons of a writings 
master, Mr. Steward. I had previously, however, 
found it necessary, for the sake of fixing the 
attention of the Princess, to teach her to write, and 
she can already write on a slate short sentences." 
Before the death of George IV. (whom she 
pleased mightily by choosing the National Anthem 
for performance by his private band^ she lost the 
companionship of the Princess Feodore, who, at 
the desire of Mr. Davvs, had, along with the Baronets 
Lehzen^ complacently stood up with her in class 
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form when die went through herlessonByand whonow 
became the wife of Prince Hohenlohe«*lMgenburg. 

Long — very long before this the Dowager Duchess 
of Coburg had written to the Duchess of Kent 
the ominous words : The little fellow (Prince 
Albert) is the pendant of his pretty cousin." If 
the childish days of Queen Victoria were dull, they 
were, at any rate, decorous and profitable. Even 
the sardonic Greville finds a kind word for our 
little Victoria." It was on the last birthday 
that George IV. ever spent on earth, when he 
was a helpless and fretful invalid, hardly able 
to write his name, and condemned by his doctors 
to die in a few months or weeks, he received from 
his winsome niece the little portrait of herself, 
bearing her signature, and now preserved amongst 
the art-treasures of the Windsor print-room. The 
dying King was deeply touched. Possibly he 
remembered the dead and gone Princess Char* 
lotte, and all the misery which his own foll^ and 
selfishness had entailed upon others. The Kmg of 
1829-1830, it may be hoped, bore very little rcscm- 
brance to the Prince of Wales of 1796, or the Prince 
Regent of 1814. " Little Victoria," as the great 
diarist affectionately called her, had made good use 
of her time with Mr. Steward her writing-master, 
and Mr. Westall, the Royal Academician, who taught 
her drawing. Mr, J. B. Sale and Monsieur Lab-- 
lache, Madame Bourdin, Monsieur Grandineau 
and Monsieur Barez, her instructors in singing, 
dancing, French and German all gave encouraging 
reports of progress. She had overcome the natural 
disinclination to work, which Dr. Davys was the 
first to detect, and began to tackle the difficulties of 
Latin and Greek with the energy and determination 
which she displayed nearly sixtjr ytsLX^ Utci when she 
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learned to read and write Hindustani in a way 
which put some of her great Pro-consuls to shame. 

Neither the Princess nor her mother attended the 
coronatioa of William IV., which the satirists 
insisted on calling a " half-crownation/' Possibljr 
the relations between Windsor and Kensington 
were not verv cordial at first. The honest affection 
of Queen Aadaide for both mother and daughter 
paved the way to an entire change of feeling. Till 
the day of her death "great-aunt Adelaide"* was 
one of Queen Victoria's firmest and most trusted 
friends. She was one of the earliest correspondents 
of the royal children in the " cightccn-forties/* 
and played her part in the up-bringing of the great 
King. The appointment of the Duchess of North*- 
umberland to the purely ornamental post of 
State Governess made no difference either in the 
tranquil home^life at Kensington or the excursions 
by sea and land now frequently indulged in by the 
Duchess of Kent, who was always accompanied by 
her daughter. The future Queen was now in her 
twelfth year, and in January, 1831, made her first 
appearance at the Covent Garden Pantomime, 
which she appears to have thoroughly enjoyed, as 
well as the farce of " A j^ioo Note, ' which pre- 
ceded it. Probably the visit to Ckremont shortly 
afterwards was the last paid there prior to *^ Uncle 
Leopold's'* removal to orusseb and Laeken, where 
he was to win the h<mourable title of the ** Juge 
de Paix de I'Europe." Even then coming events 
began to cast their shadows before. Prince Albert 
sent his ** best remembrances to our dear cousin.'* 
At thisjimcturc, 1831, Sir R. Holmes tells us that 
Earl Grey proposed to appoint Dr. John Kaye, 
Bishop of Lincoln, to the post of " preceptor '* at 

• Sec p. 243. 
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Kensington. Although an ardent reformer he 
believed in the absolute necessity of some eminent 
church dignitary taking part in the up-bringing of 
royal children of either sex. The Duchess of Kent 
demurred, and the Princess was as disinclined to 
part with Dr. Davys as she had been loathe to lose 
** Boppy six years before. A compromise was 
effectea which ended in the worthy divine who 
taught Queen Victoria her letters becoming Dean 
of Chester and eventually Bishop of Peterborough. 
The writer of the 7iinei " Life of Queen Victoria ** 
gives a very full account of her tour through the 
west of England in 1833. They left port on 
July 18, in the yacht Emetaldy towed by the steam- 
boat Messenger. On the 29th of that month they 
made a short stay at Weymouth passing the night 
at the Royal Hotels where in the autumn of Trafal- 
gar year* King George had given a dinner and jiu 
in honour of the twenty-second birthday of his 
favourite daughter Amelia — another Royal Princess 
soon to die " before her prime." From Weymouth 
they proceeded by road through Dorchester, 
Meibury, and Bridport to Lyme Regis, where, from 
the ancient Cobb " on which James Duke of 
Monmouth stumbled when he landed there in 1685, 
on his way to Sedgmoor and Tower Hill, they 
embarked for Plymouth. On August 6 thev were 
at Torquay, whence thev posted right tnrough 
Dorsetshire to Swanage, a (ustance of over a hundred 
miles. There the royal visitors tarried in an old- 
world hostelry, once a manor-house. Queen 
Victoria's powers of n^cmory like those of King 
Edward VII., were phenomenal. When the Prince 
of Wales set out on his incognito walking-tour 

* See **11ie Hkfiee Donet Q^taiiis at t^raialgar," hj A M. 
BuMdlcj andlLG. Btrtdot, p. 13$. London : John Mnnar, 1906. 
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two-and-twenty yem later. At told him to be sure 
and see the room she occupied at Swanage** Before 

embarking for Norris Castle on the following morn- 
ing, the ladies of Svvanage presented the Princess 
Victoria with a straw bonnet " the growth, make, 
and trade of the place " — a circumstance which 
seems to have still further impressed the charms 
of this picturesque Dorset watering-place oa her 
imagination. 

In the following year the Laureate Robert 
Southey broke the silence which had hitherto been 
maintained in the ranks of the principal poets 
on the subject of the future Queen, although it was 

reserved for one of her own sext to celebrate in 
verse some of the most touching incidents of the 
accession. There was nothing in Sou they 's lines 
on Princess Victoria which savoured of the long- 
since forgotten odes of his Georgian predecessors : 

** When regal glory genu that brow, 
So Iramble^ meek and gcntk noir. 
May En^juid'i kaiiglitf foemao boir 
And Eogbnd's chOdien bnve 
The glory of their name avoir 
The Lorciaol iand and wiTe." 

Heathen mythology entered no longer into our 
** Laureated Leaves.*' Now came another pleasant 
visit to Tun bridge Wells, toilowed by two tranquil 
months spent unostentatiously at St. Leonards. 
On July 30, 1835, Princess Victoria was con&med 
in the old*fashioned Chapel Royal of St. James's 
Palace, where, before four more years had passed 
over her head, she was to be married. The visits 
she paid to Hatfield and Belvoir, Burghley and 
Holkham, and other " seats of the mighty " now 
need nothing more than a bare mention. They 

* See p. /iiA t Elizabeth Banett Brovnung. 
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doubtless assisted very largely in developing the 
good teed planted in the school-room at Xensing- 
ton, so soon to be quitted for ever. In the following 
year [1836] the yovng Coburg Princes came to 
LQndon--«iid Kensington. *^Oar annt Kent," 
wrote Prince Albert to his friends at home, is 
very kind to us and our cousin is also very amiable." 
Princess Victoria's letter to " Uncle Leopold," 
breathed the same frank enthusiasm. Possibly the 
far-seeing King of the Belgians and the absolutely 
disinterorted Stockmar " had something to do with 
this most opportune four weeks' sojourn of the 
Cobnrg brothers in the British metropolis. The 
earl^ trainingof Prince Albert had been thesubject 
of quite as much care and anxiety as that of his &ir 
young English cousin. Neither the presence of 
the Princes nor the claims of society were allowed by 
Dean Davys to interrupt the even progress of his 
pupil's studies. The child who stumbled so hope- 
lessly over the alphabet in 1823, is recorded on 
April 25, 1 837, to be deep in the study of "*Hume,' 

• VirgU,' ' Paradise Lost,' ' Rokeby,' ' BoswelFs Life 
of Johnson,'. * Palqr's Moral Philosophy/ President 
bckson's 'Message to Congress,' a speech bv Sir 
Robert Peel to xkt Glasgow University, ana the 

* Memoirs of Mrs. Lncy Hntchinson.* A very 
different list of books than that which rumour 
ascribed to the tutors of George III. There is 
bad news from Windsor now. " On May 24,** 
writes the Duke of Argyll,* ** the Princess cele- 
brated her eighteenth birthday, and attained her 
legal majority. At seven o'clock in the morning 
she was attended at Kensington Palace by a band of 
seventy performers. She sat at an open window 

* ** V.R.I. Queen Victoria. Her Life and £mpiie." Loodon 
aod New York: Hazpcr & Brothen, 1902. 
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during the concert, and asked that a song contain- 
ing expressions complimentary to her mother 
might De repeated. All through the mominff 
congratnlatoty visits were ptid to the Duchess and 
her daughter, and numerous valuable presents 
arrived. The King sent a magnificent grand piano 
valued at two hundred guineas. In de evening 
a State ball took place at St. James's Palace, when the 
Queen for the first time took precedence of her 
mother, and occupied the chair of state. The 
King and Queen were absent owing to the serious 
condition of the former, who was now upon what 
proved to be his death bed. London was tUuminated 
at night, and fias were held in manjr provincial 
towns. A notable incident was the visit of the Lord 
Mayor and Aldermen of London^who proceeded in 
state to Kensington Palace to present tlie congratida'- 
tions of the city. For many days afterwards addresses 
poured in from all parts of the Kingdom." 

Within four brief weeks The good old Sailor 
King " was dead, the faults of his youth forgotten 
and forgiven by those who loved him. He had done 
much to prepare for the good work shortly to be 
accomplished by the Princess whose up-bri]^;ing 
has been only briefly sketched, and the clever 
and handsome cousin whom ahe chose to thaxe 
the responsiUlities of her ^Ited posttion. On 

tune 20, 1837, the Duke of Cumberland became 
Ling of Hanover, but his hopes of occupying the 
throne of England became from that day forth 
more and more remote. It was reserved for his 
niece not only to again make felt the iaiiuence 
of the sovereign as a Victor in politics, but to taper* 
intend in person the education of him who iiQiw 
fills her pkce, and has already qiore than amply 
justified the appellation of a great King* 
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CHAPTER III 

THE ACCESSION, CORONATION AND MARRIAGE 

OF QUEEN VICTORIA 

Since the death of Queen Anne on August 17149 
in the same palace which by a strange coincidence, 
was the scene of the births girlhood, and the 
first announcement of the accession of Queen 
Victoria, God save the King " had alwajrs been the 
chorus-line of the national anthem originally devised 
by one Doctor John Bull in honour of the first 
appearance of James I. in the City after the turmoil 
caused by the Gunpowder Plot had subsided. The 
different versions of the familiar song, some topical, 
and others political, throw an instructive light on 
the feelings of the people towards the throne and 
its occupants at different periods of our history. 
The compiler of *^ Laureated Leaves " ^ has accu- 
mulated a uniijue collection of these quaint and 
instructive vanattons. In 1745 one p(»tion of 
the community sang lustily : 

** Txam France and Pretender 
Great Britain defend her ; 
Foes let them fall : 

From foreign slavery, 
Fnests and iheir Lnavciy 
God save us all/* 

while the other chanted with equal vigour the lines 
current in 1685. Twelve jrears later the name of 

* See oMUf pp. 23-24. 
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the gallant Hawke was on everybody's lips, and tiie 
verse : 

** Fleet ! spread thy canvas v/i^gs 
Thy swift and laurels bnog 

From Gallia's shore ; 
And o'er the azure main 
Our wonted rights iiiauiciiii» 
ff^hflitmtfaelondeitttndDi 

TI17 dmiidm icMor*** 

was added, i 

George III. succeeded his grandfather, and 
within a week the subjectt of the youthful monarch 
were either shouting ; 

^ Let France inTaiions pk>t 
Tell her we vibe not 

Fieadi GftKODade; 
George who comma nda the See 

Will let aU Europe tee 

Spite of her boasting, the 
Daics not invade," 

or, 

** God save great George our King 
Long live our Native King 

God save the King. 
• • • • 

Though our Good Monarcli'i gone 
His Grandson Mounts the Throne 

To wlKMe jmt preiie. 
Chnge each Qm to the Brim 
Wh lie we^ In faptur^^ sing 
To Geoige our Native King 

With load Hmzaa." 

As time went on the spirit of the old song became 

more and more bellicose and maledictory. Defiance 
of foreign foes and American " rebels " is breatlied 
in sonorous lines in which indi£[erent grammar 
struggled for supremacy with bad rhymes. 

From the other side of tiie Atlantic came back 
the reply s 
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" God save America 
Free fr om d ctpotic 

Tm time ihaD cme ; 
HwIiM be tbe dinofamit 
Also fio'ce war's alarms, 
And follow in all ha dbaimi 
Heave&4)oni pCMse 
• • • • 

God save great WaahiqgtM 
And Freedom's chosen son. 
Long to cominaiid. 

May ev'ry enemy 

Far from his presence 6]r, 

And be grim tyranny 

Bound hj hit hand." 

The Franco-American alliance becomes an ac- 
complished fact, and the Baltimore AiverHzir 
immediately adds the stanza : 

** Next in our song shall be 
Guardian of Liberty 

Louis the King. 
Tremble God of War 
Placed in VktorKnii Gar 
Of Fiance and Namcc^ 

LcNiiit]ieKing.'» 

The Guardian of Liberty of 1778 died on the 
scaffold in 1793, and for many years the British 
Laureate is engaged in elaborating new verses in 
depreciation of Bonaparte, or in praise of the domes- 
tic virtues of Queen Charlotte. Of "God save 
the Prince," the air which found favour at Ranelagh, 
Vaazhall, the Pantheon and Brighton mention has 
already been made.* Very different was the 
merciless lampoon which appeared on the Regent's 
accession to the throne in 1820. It would have 
been dangerous then to resuscitate the once popular 
Terse : 

* See M«r» p. 
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** May all the Royal line 
In evexy virtue thine 

Like Geoige our King. 
And iH^ieii to lEHidivttl ibet 
His happy Spirit flics 
May other Gcocges rise 
Like Geoige oitr Kiog.*' 

On June 30, 1830, the Times comes out with a 
new and orthodox version as a tribute to the rollicking 
Sailor King, whose predecessor had been dead only 
four days. On the very day of the accession of the 
Princess Victoria the words of the now seven-year- 
old song, " politics," " knavish tricks," and all, are 
adapted to the altered state of affairs. For sixty- 
two years the Empire delighted " to sing with heart 
and voice " ^ God save the Queen.'' An unofficial 
" variation " which appeared at the same time shows 
the high estimate already entertained of the cha- 
racter and capacity of the new Sovereign, perhaps 
even more forcibly than the oft-quoted verses of 
Mrs. Browning. It ran thus : 

"God Save rm Quein (1837). 

God save our gracious Queen ! 
God save our noble Queen ! 

God save the Queen i 
May she ever be 
Guardian ol Liberty 
Chuxdi! State! and Equity! 

God save the Qaeen ! 

And mtiy her people find 

Rich stores within her mind, 
AcUons and Thoughts refined : 

God save the Queen ! 
Long may the Crown she wears 
Grace her through happy years 
Dispelling doubts and fears ; 

Long may the letgn I '* 
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After the CoroiMtioii oiBemore verse was added ; 

^ Majr fll tlw aaibai found 
Jomiatfacslodowieiiiid ^ 
Ow ctpn Victana't crownM ! 
God m tin Queen!'* 

It is not proposed to tell the story of either the 
accession, the coronation, or the marriage of Queen 
Victoria, except so far as certain facts connected 
with them rekte more or less directly to the aursery- 
liie and early up-bringiiig of her children. The 
writer forbears irom touching, except incidentally, 
on such attractive subjects as the development 
of gas, railwiqrs and steamships, of the oectaic 
telegraph and electric light or of the penny post and 
cheap literature. The accession of Queen Victoria 
will for all time be remembered as the starting-point 
of an epoch of progress in Science, Art and Litera- 
ture. The grossncss of the first part of the century 
was about to be replaced by the refinement, of the 
last* The term "early Victorian" has now almost 
become one of depreciation and reproach. It 
was, however, in every respect preferable to late 
Georgian,'* i^ indeed, the dosing scenes of George 
IV.'s life left any mark iR^tever on the annals 
of England. Those who would care to study the 
life of Queen Victoria m 1837 and 1838, can do so in 
a very charming book* published on the occasion of 
the Jubilee of 1887, dealing lightly with everything 
from the Wednesday balls then given at Almacks, 
down to the Gartantuan feasts at the Guildhall, 
and, in point of time, from the five-o'clock-in-the- 
morning interriew of Archbishop Howley and Lord 
Conyngham at Kensington on June ao^ 1837, dowfn 
to liie newly erowned Queen reverently receiving 

• "The First Year of a Silken Reign (1837-1838)," by A. W. 
Tver and C.£.Fagaa. London: The Leadenhali Press 1887. 
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the Sacrament at the altar of Westminiter Abbey, 
from the hands of the tame Dr. Howley on June 28» 

1838. During the interval her Majesty had snc- 
cceded in winning the golden opinions of all classes 
of her subjects. Following the precedent set by 
George III. and Queen Charlotte, Queen Victoria 
went in state to dine with the Lord Mayor on 
November the 9th, 1837. The menu is bewildering 
both in its extent and varie^. Messrs. Tuer ana 
Fagan declare it to have possessed a Titanic char- 
acter. It is evident that the traditions of the past 
were vanishing but slowly as far as civic gastronomy 
was concerned. East India, Malmsey, Madeira, 
Haut Sauterne, Frontignac, Hermitage, Blanc- 
tinto Madeira, Malvasia, Sillery champagne, Tokay 
and Parasceita all graced the royal table. Mr. 
WiDiam Lawson made a bold bid for immortality 
by jpresenting the Corporation with sherry one 
hundred and ten years old for the Queen's use. 
It is recorded that her Majesty drank to the Lord 
Mayor and to fourteen other persons. Fortnnatdy 
the historian c]^ualifies his statement by adding 
at least she raised the glass to her Hps." Ladiei 
in the twentieth century will doubtless be grateful 
for the information that the Lady Mayoress [Mrs. 
afterwards Lady Cowan] was " dressed in green 
velvet, lined with white satin, trimmed with gold 
fringe and a border of Brussels lace. Her petticoat 
was of Uamaandgold^and her stomacher was of large 
opals and diamonds. On her neck was an Eliza- 
bethan ruff, and on her head a plume of feathers.'^ 
One tt reminded forcibly of the caricatures of the 
Empress Josephine current thirty years befivc. 
From an international point of view it is only just 
to add that " another lady who by her beauty 
and elegance attracted universal admiration, 

7» 
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was a Mrs. ^lagee, the only ^Vmerican lady in the 

assembly. 

As one might very well expect both Art and 
Music were to play a part in the new reign, and later 
in the upbringing of the royal children. On August 
17 (1837), the Court went out of mourning for 
the day," so as to enable the Queen to give a Concert 
at Buddngham Pakce in boaotir of the- Duchess of 
Kent's ) birthday* The chroniclers of the events 
of the First Year of a Silken Reign," tell us that 
** the vocalists were Madame Grisi and Madame 
Albertazzi, Signer Lablache and Signer Tam- 
buxini, all of her Majesty's Italian Opera.'* A 
little later Stalberg was sent for, and before his 
departure from England was once more summoned 
to the palace» where, at a private party he was the 
sole performer, the Queen giving him five themes 
to work upon. The Queen herself possessed a 
pore soprano voice of considerable power, sweetness, 
and extent. Encouraged by the praises of Lablache 
she herself teek part, later in the year, in a series 
of musical soirees which were given during the sojourn 
of the Court at the Brighton Pavilion, the waiis 
ol which had once re-echoed very different sounds.* 

In September " Uncle Leopold " and his second 
wife (Louise, daughter of Louis Philippei King of 
the French) paid her Majesty a three weeb' visit 
at Wuidsor Castle. There can be no doubt that 
the question of the QueenV marriage was then folly 
discussed. The cousins had corresponded ever 
since the visit of the Coburg brothers to England 
in 1836. On June 26, Prince Albert had written 
a letter of congratulation to his " dearest cousin," 
full of good feeling, but possibly a little over serious : 

Now you are Queen of the mightiest land in 

* See«»l«»p. 
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Europe, in yoor hand Iks the happineae of miUiotti. 
May Heaven assist yoa and strengthen j^u with its 
strength in that high but difficmt tau! I hope 
that your reign may be long, happy, and glorious, 
and that your efforts may be rewarded by the 
thankfulness and love of your subjects.'** 

At first the Queen undoubtedly thought herself 
too young to marry, and that the realisation of her 
uncle's dream, although in no way disagreeable to 
her or contrary to her own inclinations, might be 
postponed for a season* It was eventually an 
mcreased sense of the responsibilities so forcibly 
i>ointed out by Prince Albert in the cousinly letter, 
brought about by the occurrence of certain domestic 
and political difficulties, which made the young 
Queen feel that she needed a strong arm to lean on, 
and a clear head and cool judgment. In the result 
she did what her nearest and dearest relatives (in- 
cluding her devoted mother) both hoped and desix^d, 
but, as fate willed it, she followed the dictates of 
her own heart ind married a Prince who united 
in his character the highest ability with a conscien- 
tiousness and keen sense of duty rarely surpassed. 
It may be doubted if the public appreciation of the 
merits of the Prince Consort is even now as great 
as it deserves to be. As each biography of the states- 
men and men of letters with whom he was more or 
less associated in public and private life makes its 
appearance, fresh Ught is invariably thrown on the 
splendid work he accomplished in his all>too-short 
career. We have yet much to learn of the influence 
he widded for good, and of the part he took in the 
early training of at least seven of his children. 

The education of Prince Albert of Saxe-Coburg 

• Sir TheodoceMartin't '*Life of tke FHnce Comort," toL 

p. n, 
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and Gotha, like that of his eldest son, began " with the 
Erst day of his life." To understand many of the 
opinions enunciated by him in 1842 and iS45> when 
tne whole world and his wife seemed anxious to 
hmy itself about the upbringing of the Hdr Appa- 
lent, one must read the whok of General Gr^f 
admirable book,* and the first portion of the not less 
valuable work of Sir Theodore Martin.t General 
Grey carries the story of Prince Albert's boyhood 
and youth from 18 19 down to his marriage on 
February to, 1840, and the birth of the Princess 
Royal in the month of November following. The 
vivid pictures which he draws of life at Roseaau 
and Reinhardsbrunn ; student days at Bonn and 
BruMels and tours in Gennanyy Switzerland^ and 
North Italv are supplemented by letters of supreme 
interest, the recoUectiotts of one of hii tutors, and 
the reminiscences of Count Arthur Mensdorff, 
at once the relative of both Queen Victoria and the 
husband she mourned for forty years. In a letter 
to the former written in March 1863, Count 
Mensdorfi tells her Albert as a child was of a 
mild and benevolent disposition. It was only what 
he thought unjust or dishonest that could make 
him angry. Thus I recollect one dsiy when we 
children • • • were playing at the Rosenau and 
some of us were to storm the old ruined tower on 
the side of the castle, which the others were to defend. 
One of us suggested that there was a place at the 
back by which we could get in without being seen, 
and thus capture it without difficulty. Albert 
declared that ' this would be most unbecoming in a 
Saxon Knight, who should alwavs attack the enemy 
in front,' and so we fought for the tower so honestly 

• " The Ear Ijr Yean of the Prince Consort " (iec a»u). 
t "lifeof theFriooeGoiiiort'*(iee0fii#}. 
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and vigorously that Albert, by mistake, gave me a 
blow upon the nose, of which. I still bear the mark. 
I need I not noy he was «onr7 for the wottnd he 
had given me. Albert was never n<»87 or wild. 
He was very fond of natural history and more serious 
studies, and many a happy hour we spent in the 
Ehrenburg (the Ducal Palace at Coburg), in a small 
room under the roof, arranging and dusting the 
collections our cousins had themselves made and 
kept there, . . . Albert thorougiily understood the 
ndiveti of the Coburg national character, and he 
had the art of turning people's peculiarities into a 
source of fun, but he was never severe or ill-natured. 

• * • WhUst still very young bis beart was fetlingly 
alive to the suferings of the foor, I saw him one day 
give a beggar something by stealth, when he told 
me not to speak of it * for when you give to the poor,* 
he said, ' you must see that nobody knows of it.* 
He was always fond of shooting and fishing. I have 
a letter of our mutual grandmother dated March 
183 1. She speab of the cousins (Prince Ernest 
and Prince Albert) acting proverbs in her room : 

* Albert as a quack, with a pigtail and paunch was 
too ridiculous. Ernest as a lady looked quite like 
your mother when she was a girl. He distributed 
the playbills. There was a good deal of fun and 
laughter.' In 1839 d^^mg ^ journey to Carlsbad 
he told in strict confidence that he was going to 
England to make your acquaintance, and that if you 
liked each other you were to be engaged* He 
spoke very seriously about the difficulties of the 
posirion he would occupy in England, but hoped 
dear Uncle Leopold would assist him with his 
advice. In one of dearest Albert's letters I found 
a passage most characteristic of his noble way of 
thmking. ^The poor soldiers,' he writes, ^always 
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do their duty in the most brilliant manner, but as 
soon as matters come again into the hands of poli- 
ticians and diplomats, everything is again spoiled 
and confused.' How much these words convey. 
We again see the Saxon knight, who as a child 
declared that yoa must attack your enemy in front, 
who hates every crooked ^ath ; and, on the other 
hand, the noble heart which feeb deeply the mis- 
fortune of a government not guided by reason and 
morality.'* One cannot help noticing the reflection, 
as it were, of all Count Mensdorff tells the widowed 
Queen, about Prince Albert, in all that one knows of 
the upbringing of his children. 

It is not surprising to learn that Prince Albert 
was proud of his ancestry, although the satirists 
of the early forties " were accustomed to make 
fan of the title of Duke of Saxony, with which 
Charles Greville also falls foul in his Memoirs. 
Anybody who wants to supplement the information 
given by General Grey as to the genealogy of the 
House of Coburg, has only to consult the " Almanach 
de Gotha," on the first page of which the Prince 
Consort's forbears figured as Dukes of Gotha from 
the commencement of its appearance in 1763 down 
to the Franco-German War.* There may be read 
that wonderful family tree which begins with 
WilteUnd Duke of Saxony in the time of Charle- 
magne, and from whom sprang such famous Counts 
of Wettin and Margraves of Misnia as Conrad the 
Great, four Fredericks (the Serious, the Severe, 

• A complete set of the Gotha Almanack, known somewhat 
irreverently as the Diplomatic Bible, would be (if procurable) ol 
enormous value. The suppressed issue of 1814 alone fetches from 
/l2 to j^20. In the edition of iSji the complicated history of 
Dufcet of Saiony and their descendants it dealt with at length. A 
bentifQl portnit d Qocea Victoria appein in it in 1838, and one 
of Ktqg Edwaid VIL b i962» and igain in 1903. 
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the Valiant, and the Magnanimous), and finally 
Ernest the Pious, the more immediate ancestor 
of Duke Ernest and his brother Duke Albert, 
always described as belonging to the Ernestine branch 
of tins illustrious family^ wliose arms Queea Victoria 
insisted on quartering with those of her children 
despite the opposition of Mr. Greville and the diffi- 
culties raised by her MinisterSt* 

Prince Albert was only twenty when he came to 
England, returning to Coburg as the betrothed 
husband oi the Queen of the mightiest nation in 
Europe/* The story of his brief wooing and his 
marriage at the Chapel Royal, St. James's, on 
February lo, 1840, has been told and retold by 
far more competent historians. 

The position of the youthful bridegroom waa one 
of extraordinary difiicultv , but he never for a moment 
shrank from the responsioilities it entailed upon him. 
As Sir Theodore Martin very ably puts it : While 
renouncing every impulse of personal ambition he 
resolved to consecrate himself with the most abso- 
lute devotion to deepening, by the influence of his 
life and tlie example of his home, the hold of the 
Monarchy upon the affections of the People, and 
to making it a power which^ amid the conflicting 
and often selfish passions of politioal strife and the 
tortuous snbtleties of diplomacy, should have far 
its unswerving object to increase that people's 
welfare and to uphold the power and da^ty of 
the Empire." . . . **He was fortunate," continues 
the same biographer, " in having by his side in 
Baxon Stockmar a man specially fitted by nature 
and by experience to direct his course, and to assist 
and encourage him amid the difficulties by which 
it was surrounded. Nowhere in the records of 

* See/fftf, p. 109. 
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Stockmar and hu Shrewdness 

history has Royalty been served with a devotion 
so purely noble and unselfish as that of this remark- 
able man to Uie Quoen and the Prince. Lord 
Paloierston spoke of him to Bnniett aa ^ me of the 
best political hcada he had- ever met widv' Bjr 
Bwaen himielf hit was 'honoured as one of the 
fint statesmen in Europe.* In the ordinary affairs 
of life his knowledge of men and shrewd practical 
sense might always be relied on ; while, at the same 
time, a high moral standard^ and strong religious 
caimetions, in which there was bo leaven of sec* 
taiianisni, gaye a commandinfi^ weight and defation 
to Ua chamter and counsels. . 
Before Prince Albert had been twelve months 

in England Sir Robert Peel spoke of him as " an 
extraordinary young man," while Lord Kingsdown 
frankly confessed that *^ his aptitude for business 
was wonderful; the dullest and most intricate 
natters did not escape his attention; his judgment 
was very good ; his readiness to listen to any sug- 
gestions althoQgh against his own opinions was 
constant, and though I saw his temper very often 
tried, yet in the course of twenty years I never once 
saw it disturbed, nor witnessed any sign of im- 
patience." It was not till ten years after his mar- 
riage that the Prince Consort in a letter to the 
Due of Wellington (from the first the tme and 
trusted friend of the Queen), declining a tempting 
proposal to succeed him as Commander-in-Chief 
of the British Army, made a sort of confession of 
faith as to what he considered to be the duties of 
his position. In 1850 he writes as follows: 

'^Whilst a female Sovereign has a great manj 
disadvantages in comparison with a King, yet, if 
she is married, and her husbwd understanas and 

79 
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docs his duty, her position, on the other hand, has 
its many compensating advantages, and, in the long 
run, will be found even to be stronger than that of a 
male Sovereign. But this requires that the husband 
thottld entireljr sink his own individual existence 
in that of hii wife ; that he should aim at no power 
by himself or for himself ; fthould shun all cmten- 
tioa» assume no separate respoosibilitv before the 
public^ but make hit position entirajr a part of 
hers ; fill up every gap which, as a woman, she 
would naturally leave in the exercise of her regal 
functions ; continually and anxiously watch every 
part of the public business, in order to be able to 
advise and assist her at any moment in any of the 
multifarious and difficult questions or duties brought 
before her, sometimes international, sometimes 
political, social or personal. As the natural head 
of her family, superintendent of her household, 
manager of her private affairs, sole confidmtui 
adviser in politics and only assistant in her com- 
munications with the officers of the Government, 
he is besides the husband of the Queen, the tutor 
of the Royal children^ the private Secretary oi the 
Sovereign, and her permanent Minister.'* 

In all probability the months which intervened 
between the Queen's marriage (February lo) and 
the birth of the Princess Royal^ (November 21, 
1840), were the happiest of their lives. The points 

of sympathy between them were very great. They 
were both endowed with an amount of natural 
energy and capacity for hard work which may 
fairly and without exaggeration be described as 
phenomenal. The Queen's strong sense oi duty 

* The late Enmrett Fralaick of Geraumy it abvajt a&nded to 
ia tkcte pages as tne Frincsw Rofil. 
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SCENK FROM GOETHE 

HKrrCtlED BV QfEEN VICTOHIA AND ITCHED BY PRINCE ALBERT 
A FOBTMUHT BKrOKE THE UIKTII UP THE TKINCE OF WALKS 
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and desire " to work for the good of her {People 
was shared to the fullest ezttot by her voung 
husband. Their ages were almost identical, our 
Queen having been bom on May 24, 1819, and 
Prince Albert on August 26 foUowing. They both 
infinitely preferred a country to a town* life, and 
revelled in the rustic beauties and pure atmosphere 
of Windsor and Claremont, where nearly the whole 
of what may be described as their long honeymoon 
was spent. Both were artists and art-lovers in 
the broadest and most catholic sense of the word. 
Never had the Royal Academy so enthusiastic, 
intelligent^ and critical a chief as the Queen of 
eighteen ;t Queen Victoria and Prince Albert 
Were both artists and musicians of more than ordin- 
ary skill. In the halcyon days of 1840 they played, 
sang, sketched, and etched together to their heart's 
content. Of the many examples of their handiwork 
in the collection described in the preface to this 
volume, the greater number were executed in the 
first jrear of their married life. Few sovereigns 
ever sat 10 often and so patiently for her portrait 
as Queen Victoria. Anything like a complete 

• In (me of the many annotations made by the late Queen Victorit 
to General Grey's narrative ibe Mjn the hexry air of London often 
gave her headaches. 

t An admirable account of the influence of the late Qneen on 
pictorial ait and her life-long association with British artists will be 
fffMil HI ife sitidtt cDQtributied fa^ Jkifr* Kf» H* foidmnn to this 
M ^guiim tfJnix 1901, pp. 193-197* He tdb at that although she 
Iiad viaited the Royal AoidemT's £adi]|»itioii in itt new abode fofy s 
fnr wmh bdnre her acccwkiB» the came there again at Queen aiid 
made a prolonged and carefol examination of the picttires. She con- 
firmed" the privilege of "access" at all times vested in the President, at 
that time Sir Martin Archer Shce, and conferred the honour of knight- 
hood on Callcott, Newton, and Wcstmacott. Mr. W. P. Frith, R.A., 
now the Nestor ol British painters and still able to use the bru&ii 
effectively at the age of eighty-seyen, was an exhibitor in 1837. 



Digrtized by Google 



The Boyhood of a Great King 

enumeration of the pictures of her, current during 

the first decade of her reign, would be a di£Bcult, if 
not an impossible task. " The Queen," writes 
Mr. Spielmann, " would have her favourite Guernsey 
cow * Buffie ' painted with her calves beside her — 
and it was Mr. T. Sidney Cooper who had to do 
it. The Prince Consort in genial terms criticised 
the dock leaves in the foreground of the picture as 
* being evidence of bad farming.' The Queen 
asked her husband what he thought of the cow's 
hind leg being in a small pool of water. * I like 
it much,' said the Prince. * So do 1/ replied the 
Queen, * but it's evidence of bad drawing.' The 
Knight of Saxony and the Queen of England were 
evidently humorists in a quiet way as well as acute 
and observant art-critics. Very few meritorious 
British artists of those days lacked the Queen's 
active sympathy and support. Mr. Spielmann 
alludes in appreciative terms to the various family 
portraits drawn and etched at this time by the 
Queen and Prince Consort (sometimes with the help 
of Sir Edwin Landseer), many examples of which 
figure in the collection now in possession of the writer. 
Special mention is made by Mr. Spielmann of the 
etched portrait of the late Queen's half-sister and first 
companion, the Princess Feodore and her daughter 
Adehide Princess of Hohenlohe*Langenburg, the 
mother of the present German Empress.* In 

* Moit of theie etdungi woe began and finkhed at Wtndior 
or Bnddngham Palace. They were *'bit** principally fay lifin 
Marianne Skcrritt, who held nominally the poet of " first dnmtt ** 
from 1837 until Juljr 1862. Daring dut time she conducted most 

of the Ovieevi'n corr fspondence with the artist. His tinde Mr. Mathiat 
had been Queen Charlotte's sub -treasurer. She possessed a large 
collection of the Queen's etchings, as well as some very beautiful 
water-colour sketches by the Princess Royal. Some of the latter 
realised high prices. 

8s 
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concluding his remarb Mr. Spielmann lefutcs the 
idea that her late Majesty^s artistic sympathies 
alwaTS remained early Victorian in their ten- 
dency. He points ont diat towards the end of her 

life she caused a collection to be made of Whistler 
etchings, and employed such artists as Mr. de 
Triqueti and Mr. Alfred Gilbert for the creation 
of decorative work of the greatest importance. Her 
daughters, the late Empress Frederick and the 
Princess Louise (the Duchess of Argyll) — the latter 
an accomplished sculptress, inherited in a very 
marked degree their mother's talent. " Future 
generations," says Mr. Spielmann, " will not perhaps 
forget that in the ranks of the great army of artists 
who changed what was once a reproach into a 
triumph, the Monarch herself has claimed a modest 
place, and by her example, if not quite by her 
achieyement, had added a great vital force to the 
gracious advance of Art.'' A love of animals in 
general, and of dogs in particular, distinguished 
both the Queen and Prince Albert. The latter 
brought "Eos/' •a beautiful black greyhound, with 
him to England, and a year before the Queen is said 
TO have put aside her Coronation robes to give 
'* Dash " his daily washing* In any case " Eos,'' 
**Islav" (a Scotch terrier), "Waldmann" (a 
dachshund), and sundry other canine pets servai 
as models for a number of the royal sketches and 
etchings which bear the dates of 1840, 1841, and 

rrince Albert's early letters to Coburg afford 
abundant evidence of the completeness of his 
domestic happiness* His position, however, as far 
SI the uSairs of State are ccmcemed, is fraught with 

• A figure of ** Eos '* sleeping is placed at the feet of the re- 
cmheat t&gr of the Frinoe Comort in theiUiyal Matuolenm. 
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difficulties. He, however, soon begins to make 

headway, sticking consistently to the resolution 
he had formed on the subject of political impar- 
tiality. Lord Melbourne consulted him more and 
more frequently, and his views, always committed 
to paper, are often adopted. Mr. Anson is appointed 
to be his private secretary, and becomes his best 
friend. The question of his precedence becomes 
the subject of pamphlets and polemics, but the 
question is at last satisfactorily settled by Letters 
Patent. In April the Duchess of Kent removes 
to Clarence House, and the Prince is occupied in 
selecting music for the Ancient Concerts of which 
he has been appointed a director. The Queen 
continues her singing-lessons with the portiy La- 
blache. Prince Albert often joins in them, and at 
other times they play together on the piano and 
organ. On May 24, the Queen's birthday is kept 
very happily at rural Claremont, a custom rigorously 
observed, with only one exception, till 1848. Im- 
provements of various kinds are now commenced 
at Windsor and in the grounds of Buckingham 
Palace, where an aviary is established. The attempt 
on the Queen's life by Oxford 0une 10, 1840) was 
not calculated to increase her love of London, but 
she bears herself bravely, and her courage increases 
her popularity. Whenever she appears, she is 
cheered to the echo. In August they are once more 
in Windsor. Prince Albert has succeeded in pre- 
serving. George IV.'s fishing-cottage at Virginia 
Water. He is now forming a stud, improving the 
Slopes,'' and putting in order the forgotten and 
neglected Flemish farm. Practical husbandry is 
one of the accomplishments of the Queen's husband, 
who is now made a Citizen and Goldsmith as well 
as a Citizen and Fishmonger. Rarely had he spent 



Digitized by Google 



Work and Play 

a happier birthday. In the monu|i£," he writes 
to lus grandmother^ I was awoke by a reveillir 

We breakfasted at Adelaide Cottage. F6odore*s 
children were dressed as Coburg peasants and very 
funny they looked." A few days later he informs 
Baron Stockmar that he has commenced the study 
of English jurisprudence with the aid of Mr, Seiwyn, 
a dit^ffiushea barrister. On September ii, he 
takes in London the oath as a Member of the Privy 
ConncU. No sooner dp they return to Windsor 
than the Queen and Prince Albert commence read- 
ing together the first vplume of Hallam's Constitu- 
tional History.*' 

The conjugal affection of the girl- queen and 
her youthful consort is soon appreciated by all 
classes of Her Majesty's subjects, and rapidly 
finds an echo throughout the length and breadth 
of England in both art and literature. The 

Windsor Pear'' is sold in thousands. Nearly 
half a century ago. Edmund Yates* describes one 
of them in his Recollections and EzperienceSi" as 

a mild pictorial joke — a representation of a fine 
specimen of the fruit, with what theatrical people 
would call a ' practical rind/ which being lifted, 
discovered portraits of the Queen and Prince inside." 
The Prince's stock or neckcloth (more voluminous 
than that then in fashion) is also made the object 
of another practical " toy, while Mr. Spopner 
of the Strand published a caricature on the subject 
entitled "The Royal Tie or a Preparation for 
Precedency." The walb and drives in Windsor 
Forest gave rise to at least half a dozen playful skits 
on the words ** dear '* and " deer/* not very witty, 
it is true, but certainly neither unkind nor spiteful. 

* " Edmund Yates : HisRccollectiomaxidEzpeneDGCi." Loodoo: 
Boitkv. i88^ 
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The Queen and Prince Albert were acclaimed by 
the voice of the people as fitting recipients of the 
historic " Dun mow Flitch," and " H. B." signs and 
produces a humorous version of Stothard's " ad- 
mired picture of Tb^ Procession of the Flitch of 
Bacon^ somewhat metamorphosed," of which the 
central figures are the Queen and Prince Albert 
on horseback. Before them march Lords Dun- 
cannon, Morpeth, and Brougham, with Sir Franda 
Burdett* playing on various musical instruments ; 
at their side on foot are Lords Palmerston and the 
Duke of Wellington, and behind them ride Lords 
Melbourne, Normandy, and John Russell, the 
Duchess of Kent, and Lord Stanley crowned with 
roses. The Archbishop of Canterbury and the 
Dukes of Sussex and Cambridge bring up the rear. 
Lord Howick and Mr. Charles Wood contemplate 
the scene from behind a garden wall. The portraits 
are life-like. Although it manifestly relates to the 
year 1840, it was not published by McLean, of the 
Haymaikct, till February 1841. 

On November 21, 1840, the Princess Royal was 
born at Windsor Castle. Two days later writing 
to his father, Prince Albert says : " Victoria is as 
well as if nothing had happened. . . . The little 
one is very well and very merry. I should certainly 
have likea it better if it had been a son» as would 
Victoria also; but at the same time we must be 
equally satisfied and thankful as it is.*' General 
Grey tells us that during the Queen's illness the 
Prince saw the Ministers and transacted all necessary 

* His daughter the Baroness Burdctt-Coutts, born five yeart 
before Queen Victoria, is another living link with the period of her 
accession and marriage. As the great heiress Miss Angelica Coutts, 
the figures prominently in the Court news of that epoch. She has 
man than fdfilkd all the e]qpectatk»s which her fim acti ol luxe* 
handed but dlKfiminating genefoiiiy gave rite to. 
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UHS. LILLY, THE NUKSE IN ATTEXUAXCK AT THE 
BIBTH OP ALL QUEEN VICTORIA'S CHILDREN 

F\rom a amltmjMrary " // // ' mnatturt 
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business for her. The Queen makes a good re- 
covery and is able to return to Windsor earlier than 
was expected. Public attention is exercised about 
tlie nursery and armorial bearings of the newly 
bom heiress of England." Mrs. Lilly was in 
attendance at Buckingham Palace and afforded a 
new subject for the caricaturist. In December the 
appointment as nurse of Mrs. Packer is announced, 
and the Timesis able to inform its readers that she was 
" a native of Edinburgh where she was well known 
as Miss Augusta Gow. She is the daughter of the 
late Nathaniel Gow of that city, and grand-daughter 
of the celebrated Neil Gow Q Famous Neil Mrs. 
Packer studied music at the BLoyal Academy, London, 
with the view of becoming a public singer, in wliich 
character she appeared in Edinburgh at several 
concerts." 

Early in the following year the Queen was able 
to write that her little girl bore her Saxon arms 
in the middle of her English coat, which loob very- 
pretty.*** Her Majesty fully shared Prince Albert s 
veneration for his long line of Saxon ancestors. 
The Christmas of 1840 at Windsor was a joyous 
one. The taper-lit and gift-laden Christmas-tree, 
$0 closely associated with childish days at Rosenau, 
is now supplemented by the boar's head as well 
as by the plum-pudding and roast beef of Old 
England. 

• The Saxon coat-of-arms hti horizontal black bars upon a ycUow 
ground, and diagooally across the £eld is a cognisance which looks 
lihei gieeQoocoiietftretclied oat, but it the IwwMic iqa tientitiop 
d t ''imith of mc,** wlitdi, in Eliiabetii't timc^ ta BSis^nd used 
IS be caDcd the herb of pace.** 
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: CHAPTER IV 

THE BIRTH OF THE PRINCE OF WALES, 
NOVEMBER 9, i8f I 

A GBNEitAL dection and a coniequent diange of 
Ministry took place during the twelve months which 

divided the birth, of the rrince of Wales from that 
of his elder sister the Princess Royal. What two 
years before would have caused the Queen endless 
worry and anxiety now only occasioned her a feeling 
of very natural sorrow and reeret at losing the 
services of an old and trusted fricaid like Ijord 
Melbourne, who had initiated her into the wavs 
and mysteries of her high office. Although the 
age of " terminological divergences " was still in the 
dim future, Prince Albert had no fancy for the 
turmoil of a general election. 

^^The impending dissolution," he wrote, " is 
now the engrossing topic of interest. It empties 
purses, sets families by tne ears, demoralises the lower 
classes, and prevents many of the upper whoee 
character wants strength to keep them straight.'* 
By this time, however, his sound common sense had 
prevailed, and the Queen was a convert to his opinion 
that if Royal^ would avoid pitfalls it must eschew 
politics, in September the Peel Cabinet was 
formed, and Charles GreviUe, no longer a hostile 
critic of the Queen's husband, although he had 
little sympathy with the Saxon quarterings, makes 
the following note in his diary of the 4th of that 
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Punch as a Prophet 

month : " Went yesterday to Claremont for the 
Council at which the new Ministers were appointed 

A dav of severe trial for the Queen, who conducted 
herself in a manner which ezdted my greatest 
admiration and was really touching to see. • • * 
She looked veiy much flushed, and her heart was 
evidently brim full, but she was composedly and 
thronghout the whole of the proceedings, whoi her 
emotion might very well have overpowered her, 
she preserved complete self-possession, composure, 
and dignity. . . . reel was charmed with her.** 

Early in November the Queen, Prince Albert, 
and the Princess Royal are once more at £uddng- 
ham Palace. " Mr. Punch," who had come into 
existence since the birth of the third heiress of 
England " of the nineteenth century, was determined 
to lustify his boast of being able to furnish ** the 
earnest information of the movements of the 
Fashionable World " (the capitals are his), made 
mention in his issue of a certain impending event 
which might occasion possible complications at 
the Mansion Houses of London and Dublin,* Once 
more the old saying about a true word being often 
said in jest, was to be verified almost to the letter* 
For many years November o had been sacred to the 
great nrocessional pageant oy which London cele* 
oratea the inauguration of its Chief Magistrate, 
installed but not elected on that day. Four years 
previously the Queen had honoured the sym- 
posium which followed the time-honoured spectacle 
with her presence. In 1841 the Lord Mayor's 
Show was partly aquatic in its conception, the civic 
dignitaries on their return journey taking the 
water" at Westminster and proceeding thence in 
the direction of London Bridge. In the course 

• See f$n, p. 97. 
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of the day in question the Right Honourable 

Alderman Thomas Johnson would be Right Honour- 
able no longer, and the Right Honourable Alderman 
John Pirie would reign in his stead. The exact 
date of the birth of the expected child of the Queen 
might be of great consequence to both these 
citizens of credit and renown^'* and still more so 
to Mrs. Johnson and Mrs. Pirie. The traditions 
of Lady Cowan's gown of green and gold, still 
lingerea on the further side of Temple Bar. Alder- 
man Pirie's " show " was to be on a more sumptuous 
scale than usual. In 1837 Sir John Cowan had 
distingtushed himself by having two colossal figures 
of Gog and Maeog walking in his procession. Under 
Lord Mayor ririe's auspices a fully rigged and 
manned ship on wheels was to be dragged through 
the streets. Apart from the annual carnival of the 
wealthiest and most powerful Corporation in 
Christendom November 9 was remarkable for no 
event of particular note. Even the saints assigned 
to it were very minor saints indeed. The world 
at large knows nothing, and cares less for St, 
Mathurin, the Priest; St. Theodorus, sumamed 
Tyro, the Martyr ; St. Benignus, the Bishop ; and 
St. Vitonius, the Confessor. Mark Akenside and 
William Sotheby could, however, both claim it 
for a birthday, and it was on November 9 that 
William Camden, Archbishop Gilbert Sheldon, and 
Paul Sanby died. As it turned out the then 
juvenile **Mr. Punch*' proved not only to be a 
true prophet, but something more than a prophet. 
Bow bells were still ringing in honour of the out- 

foing of Thomas Johnson or the incoming of John 
irie, when a second edition of the Times contained 
the • following announcement : 

9> 
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The Accouchement of Her MAjEtrr. 

** Bi&TH OF A Prince of Wales. 

Tlie Tinus Office, 
Quarter-Past Eleven o'clock a.m. 

** We have the utmost pleasure in announcing 
that at 10 minutes to eleven o'clock this morning 
her Majesty was safely delivered oi a Prince." 

The official bulletin which appeared a little later 
was as follows : 

"The Queen was safely delivered of a Prince 
this morning at 48 minutes past 10 o'clock. 

" Her Majesty and the infant Prince are going 
on well. 

" James Clark, M.D. 
" Charles Locock» M.D. 
" Robert Ferguson, IMD. 
Richard Blagden, M.D«" 

It is certain that no Lord Mayor's Show ever has 
been or ever will be celebrated in the midst of such 
a scene of wild and universal enthusiasm as attended 
the birth of the Great King of 1906, the infant 
heir apparent of 1841. Considering the distance 
between Buckingham Palace and Printing House 
Square, and the probable absence of telegraphic 
communication, the feat achieved by the leading 
journal not yet known as "Jupiter" was certainly 
a remarkable one. 

The event of the morning infused unwonted 
animation into the subsequent proceedings at the 
GuOdludI, although the baov at Buckingham Palace 
had supplanted die Right Honourable John Pirie 
at the hero far gxcelUnce of the hour. Her 
Majestjr's name was hailed with deafening cheers, 
which were renewed over and over again when the 
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Lord Mayor called on the company to drink in a 
loving cupy Health and Ixms life to the In^t 
Prince, the Heir Apparent to t£e British throne.*' 

One learns from the journals of the following 

day that : 

^ ^' A most gratifying demonstration oi the public 
joy in consequence of the birth of a Prince of Wales^ 
took place last night at the Adelphi Theatre. For 
some time previous to the hour appointed for the 
commencement of the performance the house 
was densely cruwdcd, and as soon as the curtain 
rose a loud and unanimous cry for " God Save the 
Queen " arose from all parts of the house. After 
the confusion had lasted for some minutes Mr.CuUen- 
ford advanced to the front of the stage and« address* 
ing the audience, said * that their wish would be 
complied with as soon as possible ; that the vocalists 
of the establishment had not at that time arrived, 
but whenever they should make their appearance 
the National Anthem would be sung by the entire 
strength of the theatre.' This assurance iiad the 
desired effect, but immediately after the conclusion 
of the first act the cries were renewed, if jpossibki 
more vociferously than before, upo^ which Mr. 
Yates, dressed as the Duke in The Maid of Honour^ 
presented himself, and as soon as a silence could be 
obtained, spoke as ioUows : * Ladies and Gentlemen, 
— ^we will do ourselves the honour, and this house 
the pleasure, of singing God Save the Queen at the 
conclusion of the piece/ (A voice from the boxes, 
*lio/) 'A gentleman says *^No^'' but I am sure he 
will say yes when I tell him that the vocal performers 
are not in the house. As soon as I can muster the 
necessary strength, your wishes shall be imme- 
diately complied with.' (Cheers.) As the perform- 

9» 
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ance proceeded, the audience occasionalljr manifested 
sjrmptoms of impatience. At last when the piece 
was brought to a conclusion the entire companjr 
came on the stase before the drop scene feU, and 
sang the usual anthem, the following addi- 
tional verse, extemporised for tlie occasion by Mr. 
Plunkett, being given by Mrs. Grattan : 

* Qh, Lord, in bounty ihed 
Joys round the Infant's Head« 

Shield him from harm : 
Hear now a nation's prayer. 
Guard England's youthful heir, 
\laie him thy special caie ^ 

God lave the Queen.* 

^ Nothinff could exceed the enthusiastic acclama- 
tion with mikh the last rarse was received, and the 
manifestations of lojralty and joy displayed by the 
audience in all parts of the house exceeded anything 

which we have ever witnessed.*' 

The Jimfs in its first leading article same day 
(November lo) strikes a loyal and friendly if more 
sober note» and that without taking credit for the 
efficiency of its intelligence department on the 

previous morning : 

*'The auspicious event which we announced 

yesterday of her Majesty's second happy delivery 
and the birth of an heir apparent to the English 
throne will create one universal feeling of joy 
throughout the kingdom. The public have for 
some time been expecting this intelligence with 
impatient anzietyi and the minds of all were made 
up to the conviction that the illustrious infant 
would be a Prince of Wales. Providence has 
graciously been pleased to realise these antidpa- 
ttons, atid to bestow upon the British nation the 
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strongest possible guarantee for the continuance 
of all the innumerable blessings which are involved 
in that form of Government under which we 
have the happiness to live." 

In the coune of the day (November lo) a London 
Gazette eztraordinary is issued bearing the number 
20,03 s : 

Tuesday, November 9» 1841, 
Bucldngham Palace, November 9, 1841. 

This morning at twelve minutes before eleven 
the Queen was happily delivered of a Prince, His 
Royal Highness Prince Albert, Her Royal Highness 
the Duchess of Kent, several Lords of Her Majesty's 
Most Honourable Privy Council, and the Ladies 
of Her Majesty's Bedchamber being present. 

''This great and important news was imme- 
diatcly made known to the town by the firing of 
the Park and Tower Guns ; and the Privy Council 
being assembled, as soon as possible thereupon, at 
the Council Chamber, Whitehall, it was ordered 
that a form of Thanksgiving for the Queen's safe 
delivery of a Prince be prepared by His Grace the 
Archbishop of Canterbury, to be used in all churches 
and chapels throughout England and Wales, and the 
town of Berwick*upon*Tweed, on Sunday the i^th 
of November, or the Sunday after the respective 
ministers shall receive the same. 

" Her Majesty and the Infant Prince, axe, God 
be praisedy both doing welL" 

^ On the same day in the ordinary Gazette appeared 
the following : 

"At the Council Chamber, Whitehall, the oth 
day of November 1841. By the Lords of Her 
Majesty's Most Honourable Privy Council. 

9f 
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** It is this day ordered by their Lordships that 
his Grace the Archbishop of Canterbury do prepare 
a form of Prayer and Thanksgiving to Almightjr 
God for Her Majesty's safe delivery of a Prince ; 
and that such form of Prayer and Thanksgiving* 
be used in all churches and Chapels in England and 
Wales and in the town of Berwick-upon-Tweed, 
upon Sunday the 14th day of this instant November, 
or the Sunday after the respective Ministers thereof 
shall receive the same. 

** And it is hereby further ordered, that Her 
Majesty's printer do forthwith print a competent 
number of copies of the said form of Prayer and 
Thanksgiving that the same mav be forthwith sent 
round and read in the several churches and chapels 
of Endiand and Wales and of the town of Berwick- 
upon-Tweed* 

" C. C. Greville. 

* Aidkbiiliop Hmrlej^i Thaafagmqg Prayer wis as lollovps : 
^ O Merdfu IiOid and heavenly Father, by whose gracums gifli 
mankind is incteasecl, we most humbly offer unto Thee our heartf 
thanks for Thy gicat gpodness vouchsafed to Thy pcopl^ in deliver- 
ing Thy servant our Sovereign Lady the Queen from the perils of 
childbirth and giving her the blessing of a Son. Continue, we beseech 
Thee Thy fatherly care over her ; support and comfort her in the 
hours of weakness ; and day by day renew her strength. Preserve 
tile Infant Prince from whatever is hurtful eitiier to body ox soul ; 
and endue him as he advances in ^eais with true wisdom and every 
Christian virtoe. Regard with Thine espedal favoor our Qoeen and 
her Royal G)nsort, that thi^ may long live together in the enjoTment 
of all earthly happiness, and may finaUyr be made partaker* ol 
everlasting glory. Implant in the hearts of Thy people a deep sense 
of Thy manifold mercies, and give us grace to show forth our thankful- 
ness by dutiful afiection to our Sovereign, by brotherly love towards 
one another, and by constant obedience to Thy commandments ; 
so that, passing tlirougli this lite in Thy faith and fear, we may in the 
life to oome be ttoAnd into Thy iieavenly kingdom through the 
Merita nd Mediation of Tkf B l ess e d Son Jcsut Chtmt ooi Laid. 
Amen.'* 
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** It is tlm day ordered hj their LordsUps that 
every Mimster and Preacher as wdl of the Estab- 
lished Church in that part of Great Britain called 
Scotland as those of the Episcopal Communion, 
protected and allowed by an Act passed in the tenth 
year of Her Majesty Queen Anne, Chapter 7, 
intituled : * An Act to prevent the disturbing 
those of the Episcopal Communion in that part of 
Great Britain called Scotland, in the exercise of 
their religious worship and in the use of the Liturgy 
of the Church of England ; and for the repealing 
the Act passed in the Parliament of Scotland in- 
tituled, An Act against irregular baptisms and 
Marriages/' ' do at some time during the exercise 
of divine Sendee in their respective churches, 
congregations, or assemblies, put up their Prayers 
and Thanksgiving to Almighty God for Her 
Majesty's safe delivery of a Prince. 

"C. C. GREVILiE." 

If the rest of the world was satisfied, Mr* GreviUe 
was not. On November 11, 1841, lie writes in 
the private dizTj destined to cause so ihany heart-* 
burnings after his death : 

" November 11. — The Queen was delivered of a 
son at forty-eight minutes after ten on Tuesday 
morning the 9th. From some crotchet of Prince 
Albert's, they put off sending intelligence of Her 
Majesty being in labour till so late that several of 
the Dignitaries, whose duty it was to assist at the 
birth, arrived after the event had occurred, par- 
ticularly the Archbishop of Canterbury and the 
Lord President of the Council. At two o'clock 
a Council was held and the usual thanksgiving 
ordered. Last year the Prince took the Chair, 
which was all wron^ ; and this time I placed him 
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at the top of the table on the left, the Archbishop 
next him. None of the Royal Dukes were sum- 
moned. ^God Save the Queen' was sung with 
great enthusiasm at the theatres and great joy 
manifested generally* The event came very oppor- 
tunely for the Lord Mayor's dinner. ... A curious 
point has arisen interesting to the Guards. It 
has been the custom for the officer on guard at 
St. James's Palace to be promoted to a majority 
when a Royal Child is born. The guard is relieved 
at forty-five minutes after ten. At that hour the 
new guard marched into the Palace Yard, and at 
forty-dght minutes after ten the child was bom. 
The question arises which officer is entitled to the 
promotion. The officer of the fresh guard claims 
it because the relief marched in before the birth, 
and the keys were delivered over to him ; but the 
other officer claims it because the sentries had not 
been changed when the child was actually born, 
his men were still on guard, and he disputes the fact 
of the delivery of the keys, arguing that in all prob- 
ability this had not occurred at the moment of 
birth. The case was decided by Lord HiU in favour 
of the old guard. It is odd enough that there is 
a similar case involving civic honours at Chester. 
The Prince being Earl of Chester by birth, the 
Mayor of Chester claims a Baronetcy. The old 
Mayor went out and the new JMayor came into 
ofRce the same day and about the same hour, and 
it is doubtful which fimctionary is entitled to the 
honour. The ex-Mayor was a Whig banker, and 
the new one is a Tory linen-draper. I find that 
during the Queen*s confinement all the booces 
and business are transmitted as usual to the Palace, 
and the former opened and returned by the Prince. 
He edlablished this practice last year. At first 
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orders were given to the Foreign Office to send no 
more boxes to the Palace; out two dm after» 

fresh orders were received to send the boxes as 
usual, and to furnish the Prince with the necessary 
keys." It is very hard to throw suspicion on an 
anecdote which has done y eoman service on so many 
occasions, but it appears that the story of the rival 
Mayors at Chester is nothing more or less than one 
more instance of the ben trcvato. In the previous 
year Mr« Greville had written a pamphlet on the 
question of precedency in the rrivy Council in 
which the following sentence occurs : ^ 

" The heir apparent is Prince of Wales and Duke 
of Cornwall, but be is not necessarily either the one 
or the other ^ and except on a certain condition he 
cannot be the latter. For as the King creates his 
elder son, or heir apparent, Prince of Wales, he has 
the power of withholding such creation, and though 
the eliisi son of the King is Duke of Cornwall by 
ifAnritancif the dukedom is limited to the first 
batten son of the King/' Mr. GreviUe empha- 
sises this assertion by pointing out first that two 
months elapsed between the death of Frederick 
Prince of Wales, and the creation of his son George 
III. as Prince of Wales," and then adding : " If 
for example George IV. had died in his youth his 
next brother might have been heir apparent with 
no other title than that of Bishop of Osnaburgh. 
Henry VIII., after the death of Prince Arthur, and 
Charles L, after that of Prince Henry, were Dukes 
of Cornwall, but by special new creation.'' 

Under these circumstances, and according to Mr. 
Greville's own showing, what possible claim could 
either the outgoing or the incoming Mayor of the 
ancient and picturesque city of Chester have to 

* Greville Memoirs, vol. Xf* p. a8o. 
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any particiilar distinction on November 9, 1841 i 

The writer is indebted to Mr. N. A. E. Way, Clerk 
of the Peace, Chester, for the following letter from 
Mr. Henry Taylor, a local antiquarian and acknow- 
ledged authority on the history of the metropolis 
of the Marches, which lays to rest for ever the 
" good story " of the sardonic Clerk of the Privy 
Council which has been unhesitatingly adopted as 
authentic ever since it first saw the light : 

GreviUe has evidently been gulled. The Mayor 
of Chester has no claim either by custom or other- 
wise to a Baronetcy or even a Knighthood on the 
birth of an eldest son to the Reigning Sovereign. 
We in Chester were under the impression that 
such son became at once on his Father ascending 
the Throne Earl of Chester, but from the precedent 
set in the case of the present Prince of Wales this 
is not so, and he is not £arl of Chester until a Patent 
is issued so creating him. Mr. Wardell* was a 
partner with Mr. Thomas Dixon. The firm in 
1 84 1 was Dixon 8c WardeU. They were the Gros- 
venor Bankers and therefore Whigs. The Diions 
were Timber Merchants and became Bankers at 
the instance of the Grosvenor party. Mr. William 
Brown f was a leading Citizen, but I am not aware 
of his party politics." 

The writer will refrain from throwing doubt on 
any of the items of the legendary lore in connecticMi 
with the birth of his present Majesty, although the 
very ancient chestnut about ti^ Duke of Wellinff^ 
ton arriving in hot haste, and on asking Mrs. Lilly 
as to whether it was a girl or a boy, and receiving the 
triumphant reply, " A Prince your Grace,'* is scarcely 
reconcilable with Mr. Greviile's statement as to the 

* The outgoing Mayor in 1841. 

t The Blayor who came into office on November 9^ 1841. 
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delay in the Duke's reaching the palace. In a 
little volume published more than a quarter of a 
century a^* we are, however, told that : ** The 
Duke* of Wellington was the first to welcome and 

eagerly scan the tiny features of the Royal stranger. 
As he was leaving the Palace afterwards he met 
Lord Hill, who had been among those summoned 
to attend, but arrived too late ; in answer to Lord 
Hill's inquiry, as to how matters were, the Duke 
replied : * All over — ^fine boy, very fine boy, almost 
as red as you Hill.' " 

Before the eventful day was over, and almost 
before the echoes of the guns and the cheering had 
died away the ballad-makers and caricaturists were 
hard at work. A cliarming little portrait (imaginary 
in all probability), sewn on a tiny silk pin-cushion, 
was sold by the score. A highly coloured picture 
of the Queen with her two children, the Duciiess 
of Kent and Prince Albert, with the words : 

Oh Lord in bounty ibed 
Joyi round tlie infant's head ; 
Shidd iiim from hami, 

found a ready market, but far more popular was 
an anonymous caricature entitled the Inspection 
of Royalty," in which the Duke of Wellington in 
the guise of a nurse is portrayed showing the Duke 
of Cornwall (the author was, at any rate, perfectly 
correct in his genealogy) to the Archbishop of 
Canterbury, the Judges, and the rest of the Privy 
Council, while Prince Albert in flowing dressing- 
gown and Star of the Garter holds aloft ue Princess 
Royal (** Heiress of England no longer), saying, 
Look at your little brother," to which she replies, 
" O Pa my occupation's gone." The following is 

• Early years of H.R.H. Albert Edward, Prince ol Waks, 
K.C.," by A. Ward and Lock, 1859. 
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a fair specimen oi the ballad literature of November 
i^i : 

^Hark, the Joyou? peal is mmgling 

With the cannons' welcome roar ; 
Whilst the sounds of myriad voices 

Echo on from shore to shore. 
Now the Monarch's heart is boundiDg, 

Now the Mother's joy we dure ; 
Oh how fond the hopei and wishes 

Millions hteathe lor Engbod's Heir." 

Thanks to the activity of the Queen's Printer 
the solemn form of Thanksgiving drawn up by the 
Arclibishop of Canterbury in accordance with the 
commands of the Privy Council, was used in most 
English churches throughout the country (certainly 
in all London ones) on the Sunday foUowing the 
birth of the heir apparent. By a felicitous coinci* 
dence, Sydney Smith,* critic, reviewer, essayist, 
man-of-the-world, and sayer of hons-mots innumer- 
able, happened to be in residence at St. Paul's. 
His friends the Whigs, for whom he had laboured so 
diligently, had done nothing for the brilliant con- 
versationist and letter-writer, with whom it was 
said to be an article of faith that everything out- 
side the parallelogram formed by Oiiord Street 
and Piccadilly on tkt north and south, and Regent 
Street and Park Lane on the east and west was 

• In his biography of KJnp Edward VIL Mr. James Pcnderel- 
Brodhurst describes Sydney Smith's " impromptu addition " as 
diplomatically ''correct," although wholly lacking in spirit and 
ferraiii^ and tliflEclofe flat*** 'Th» coiiipoatioii» from a polittcal 
point ol ^lew, it jut idbat one would have expected of an aident 
Whig writing only lour years after the death of WiHiam IV., and 
within eleven of the demise of his nnpopuhr piedeccnor. Sydn^ 
Smith prayed politically and possibly a vein of latent humonr and 
covert satire runs through the poli?hed periods of his supplication. 
Tile complete transformation to be effected by Queen Victoria 
and Prince .Albert had still to come, and the good beginning already 
made was as yet only mipcriccily realised. 
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the literary and social Sahara. On Sunday, Novem- 
ber 14, 1 841, a great opportunity came to the 
" witty Canon," but he missed it. The congrega- 
tion at the Metropolitan Cathedral was larger than 
usual, as a topical sermon was confidently expected* 
The only nottce, however, taken ol the great event 
of the previous week, was the addition of the follow- 
ing words to the supplication for all sorts of digni- 
taries both lay and ecclesiastical : ** We pray also 
for that infant of the Royal race whom, in Thy 
good providence Thou hast given us for our future 
King. We beseech Thee so to mould his heart 
and fashion his spirit that he may be a blessing, 
and not an evil to the land of his birth. May he 
grow in favour with man by leaving to its own 
force and direction the energy of a free people. 
May he grow in favour with God by holding the 
hivi in Christ fervently and feelingly, without 
feebleness, without fanaticism, without folly. As 
he will be the first man in these realms, so may he 
be the best, disclaiming to hide bad actions by high 
station, and endeavouring always, by his example 
of a strict and moral life, to repay those gifts which 
a loyal ^ople are so willing to spare from their own 
necessities to a good King." 

*^Mr. Punch" was pardonably proud of his 
simal success as a prophet. There was no special 
emtton," but in his next issue (that of November 13) 
he takes due credit for all that had occurred since 
his allusion to the fears which beset the mind 
municipal. " It will seem," he says, " that we 
were not premature in announcing the probability 
of the birth of a Prince of Wales ; and though it 
was impossible that any one should be able to speak 
with certainty, our positive tone upon the occasion 

serves to show the exclusive nature of all our intelli- 
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g-ence. We are enabled now to state that the Prince 
will immediately take, indeed he has already talcen, 
the title of Prince of tVaUs^ which it is generally 
understood he will enjoy — at least if a child so young 
can be said to enjoy annhing of the kind — ^antil an 
event shall happen wnich we hope will be post- 
poned for a very protracted period. The Prince of 
Wales, should he survive his mother, will ascend the 
throne ; but whether he will be George the Fifth, 
Albert the First, Henry the Ninth, Charles the 
Third or Anything the Nothingth, depends upon 
circumstances we are not able to allude to — at 
fresent i nor do we think we shall be enabled to 
do so in a second edition. . • • We very much 
regret to make an announcementi and are glad to 
be the first to do so, though we are sorry to advert 
to the subject, touching an alarming svmptom in 
the Princess Royal. Her Royal Hignness, ever 
since the birth of the Prince, whom we think we 
may now venture to call her brother, has suffered 
from an affection of the nose, which is said to be 
quite out of joint since the royal stranger (for we 
hope we may take the liberty of alluding to the 
Prince of Wales as a stranger, for he is a stranger to 
ns» at least we have never seen him) came into 
existence. We hear it on good authority that 
when the Princess was taken to see her brother. 
Her Royal Highness, who begins to articulate a few 
sounds, exclaimed, ' Tar ! ' with unusual emphasis. 
It is supposed from this simple, but affecting cir- 
cumstance, that the Prince of Wales will eventually 
become a Tar and perhaps regain for the country 
the undisputed dominion of the seas, which, by the 
bye, has not been questioned, and probably will not 
be, in which case the naval attributes of His Roval 
Highness will not be brought into activity.'' Far 
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better than all thts, perhaps, are the rollicking 
verses : 

** Huzza ! we've a little Prince at hit, 
A roaring Royal boy ; 
•r^ And all day long the booming belU 

' } Have rung their peals of py, 

''And the little pukgwu hive bitzediwif, 

i And made a tremendous noise, 

Whilst the air has been filled since defen o'clock 
Wtth the thonti oHitde boyi,'* 

Not less diverting were the satiric shafts dis- 
c/urged from his bow on the following Saturday, 
to which was given the title of ^*The Prince of 
Wales — His fature times." A private letter from 

Hanover states that at precisely twelve minutes 
to eleven in the morning of the ninth of the present 
November his Majesty King Ernest was suddenly 
attacked by a violent fit of the blue devils. All 
the Court doctors were immediately summoned 
and as immediately dismissed by his MajesQr, who 
sent for the Wizard of the North (recendy ap- 
pointed royal astrologer) to divine the mysterious 
cause of this so sudden melancholy. In a trice 
the mystery was solved — Queen Victoria was 
happily delivered of a Prince.'* His Majesty 
was immediately assisted to his chamber — ^put to 
bed — ^the curtains drawn — all the royal household 
ordered to wear list slippers — ^the one knocker to 
the palace was carefully tied up — and (on the depar- 
ture of our courier) half a load of straw was already 
deposited beneath the window of the royal chamber. 
The sentinels on dutv were prohibited from even 
sneezing under pain oi death, and all things in 
and about the paiace> to use a brand new simile were 
silent as the{|grave« Whilst there was only the 
Princess Ro^al there were many hopes. There 
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was hope from severe teething— hope from measles 
— hope from whooping-cough — ^but with the addition 
of a Prince of Wal^--the hopes of Hanorer are 
below par.*' But we pause. We will no further 

invade the sanctity of the sorrows of a king ; merely 
observing that that which makes his Majesty very 
savage, makes thousands of Englishmen mighty 
glad. "There are now two cradles between the 
Crown of England and the White Horse of Hanover." 
After a playful hit at Colonel Sibthorp (the target 
far ixcmen€€ of Mr. Punch in his youth), and an 
amnsing comparison of the omens which attended 
the birth of George IV. and those which char- 
acterised the advent of the next Prince of Wales 
— just seventy-nine years separating the two events, 
the writer once more returns to the felicitous 
coincidences inherent in the ninth of November : 
" Oh men of Paisley — good folks of Bolton,* what 
promise for ye is here 1 Turk^, capons, sirloins, 
asparagus, pneasants, pine-apples, savoanr cakes, 
Cnan^y baskets, mince pies, preserved ginger, 
brandy cherries, a thousand luscious cates * the 
sense aches at ! * What are ail these gifts of plenty, 
but a glad promise that in the time of * the sweetest 
young Prince,' that on the birthday of that Prince 
just vouchsafed to us, all England will be a large 
Lord Mayor's table i Will it be possible for English- 
men to disassociate in their minds the Prince of 
Wales and the Prince of Good Fellows? And 
whereas the reigns of other potentates are signal- 
ised by bloodshed and war, the time of the Prince 
will be glorified by cooking and good cheer. His 
drum-sticks will be the drum-sticks of turkeys — 
his cannon the popping of corks. In his day, even 
weavers shall know the taste of geese, and factory 

• Hieo^ioeiieofgKitdlitKii. 
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children smack their lips at the gravy of the great 
sirloin. Join your ^sses ! Brandish your earring- 

knives ! Cry welcome to the Prince of Wales ! 
for he comes garnished with all the world's good 
things. He shall live in the hearts, and (what is 
more) in the stomachs of his people." 

The subject of the Prince of Wales had seemingly 
an irresistible fascination for the increasingly popu- 
lar London Charivari* A series of paragraphs aeal 
most amusingly with the Prince's nonours, ward- 
robe, income, and military rank. We arc informed 
" that liis Royal Highness will, for the present, go 
by the title of * Poppet,* affectionately conferred 
upon him by Mrs. Lilly at the moment of his birth. 
' roppet ' is a title of very great antiquity, and has, 
from time immemorial been used as a mark of 
endearment towards a newly bom child in all 
genteel families." As far as the Prince's education 
is concerned it " will be confined at present to 
teaching his Royal Highness how to take his pap 
without spiiiing it. A professor from the pap-ai (a 
'perishing pun* with a vengeance) will, it is 
expected, be entrusted with this branch of the royal 
cc<momy.** 

Then turning to the Bulletins the irrepressible 
Sage of Fleet Street assures his readers that The 
documents lately shown at Buckingham Palace are 
spurious and the real ones have been suppressed 
from party motives, which we shall not allude to. 
The following are genuine; they relate only to 
the Prince, the convalescence of Her Majesty, 
being, we are glad to say, so rapid as to require 
no official notice. 

Half-past Twelve. — ^The Prince has sneezed, 

and it is believed has smiled, although the nurses 
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arc unable to pronounce whether the expression 
of pleasure arose from satisfaction or colic. 

*• Two o'clock. — ^The Prince is fast asleep, and is 
more quiet. 

" Half-past Two. — ^The Prince has been shown 
to Sir Robert Peel» and was verjr fretful.'* 

The Globe lost no time in showing a tender interest 
in the nursery arrangements at Buckingliam Palace. 
The Duke of Cornwall was not a week old, when it 
was able to inform its readers that The apartment 
set apart as the nurserv of the Infant Prince imme- 
diately adjoins the chamber of the Queen, and 
is frequently visited by Prince Albert. . • . The 
person fortunate enough to have obtained the situa- 
tion of nurse is the wile of Brougli, an under servant 
at Ciaremont, and who was herself, before her 
marriage, a housemaid in the establishment. It is 
understood that the last wet nurse received 500/., 
and it is said that, on the present occasion, all the 
gratuities are to be doubled in honour of the birth 
of an heir to the throne." 

The Queen is soon able to resume her journal 
and her letter-writing. On November 21, her 
Majesty makes the following entry : 

" Albert brought in dearest little * Pussy * (the 
Princess Ro^al) in such a smart white merino dress 
trimmed with blue, which Mama had given her, 
and a pretty cap, and placed her on my bed, seating 

himself next to her, and she was very dear and 
good. And as my precious, invaluable Albert sat 
there, and our little Love between us, I felt quite 
moved with happiness and gratitude to God." 
A speedy move is again made to Windsor Castle, 
whoice on December 6, the Queen wrote to King 
Leopold: ^*We arrived here sains H saufs with 
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our awfully large nursery establishment yesterday 
morning. ... I wonder very much whom our 
little boy will be like. You will understand how 
fervent are my prayers, and I am sure everybody's 
must be to see him resemble his father in everyy 
every respect both in bcxly and mind. . . . Oh! 
my dearest uncle, I am sure if you knew how happy, 
how blessed I fed, and how proud in possessing such 
a perfect being as my husband ! And when you 
think that you have been instrumental in bringing 
about this union, it must gladden your heart. We 
must all have trials and vexations, but if one's home 
is happy then the rest is comparatively nothing. 
I assure you, dear uncle, that no one feels this more 
than I do. I had this autumn one of the severest 
trials I could have in parting with my government, 
and particularly from our kind and valued friend 
(Lord Melbourne), and I feel even now this last 
very much ; but my happiness at home, with the 
love of my husband, his kindness, his advice, his 
support and his company, made up for all and made 
me forget*'' 

" Mr. Punch," however, was for once somewhat 
premature in giving the Heir Apparent the title 
of Prince of Wales. It was not until December 7, 
four weeks exactly after the birth of the Heir Ap- 
parent, that the London Gazette made the following 
announcements : 

Whitehall, Deccmbtr 4, 1841. 

The Queen has been pleased to order letters 
patent to be passed under the Great Seal for creat- 
mg his Royal Highness the Prince of the United 
KjJigdom^[of ^Great Britain and Ireland (Duke 
of Saxony, Duke of Cornwall and Rothesay, Earl 

of Carrick, Baron of Renfrew, Lord of the Isles 
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and Great Steward of Scotknd) Prince of Wales 
and Earl of Chester." 

It is interesting to note from the index of the 
London Gazette for 1841, part 2, that, on the birth 
of the Prince oi Wales, 125 addresses of congratula- 
tion were presented to the Queen by various 
corporations and guilds, ProvostSy Magistrates, and 
Town Coundb of towns, Lords Lieutenant, Vicars, 
and inhabitants/' while no fewer than 160 were 
presented to Prince Albert. 

The implacable Greville could not, however, 
be satisfied. On December 5, he writes: "The 
difficulties and trouble that may be caused by 
trifles may be well illustrated by a matter which is 
now pending. Peel sent for me the day before 
yesterday to talk to me about the armorial bearings 
of the Prince of Wales, a matter apparently very 
simple and insignificant, but not at all so in &ct. 
The Queen and Prince arc very anxious to allot 
to this baby his armorial bearings, and they wish 
that he should quarter the arms of Saxony with 
the Royal arms of England. . . • The Queen gave 
the Princess Royal armorial bearings last year by 
warrant, but it is conceived that more formal 
proceedings are necessary in the case of the Heir 
Apparent. The last precedent is that of 17 14 
when George the First referred to the Privy Council 
the question of the Prince of Wales's arms, who 
reported to His Majesty thereupon. . . . The 
difficulty is how to set the matter going. The 
last Marshal will not stir without an order to do 
so." « . . • "Graham [the Home Secretary] said 
it was not worth while to squabble about. He 
proposed to take it on himself and, on his own re- 
sponsibility, order the Earl Marshal to draw ont the 
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coat^of-arms with the achievement according to the 
Queen's wishes. There was also a warm and pro- 
longed controTersy as to the insertion of the words, 

* His Royal liigliness ' before the Prince of Wales's 
name in the Liturgy. It was finally decided in 
the negative." On December 9 Greville notes that 
the gazetting of the child as Duke oi Saxony was 
adversely criticised at Holland House by Lord 
Palmerston and others. 

It is not surprising that a week later Queen Victoria 
writes to her unde- King Leopold, at Laeken : 
** We must all have trials and vexations ; but if 
one's home is happy, the rest is comparatively 
nothing." In spite of the carping of Greville 
and other candid friends, and a sufficiently gloomy 
political outlook both at home and abroad^ the 
Christmas festivities of 1841 were as enjoyable as 
those of the preceding year. Prince Albert, as 

a true Gotha man/' was an adept at all sorts of 
domestic celebrations. It was now that the Queen 
writes in her journal : " To think that we have 
two children now, and one who enjoys the sight 
already is like a dream." While Prince Albert in 
his Christmas letter to his father, says : " This 
is the dear Christmas Eve, on which I have so often 
listened with impatience for your step, which was 
to usher us into the present room. To-day I have 
two chOdren of my own to give presents to, who, 
they know not why are full of nappy wonder at 
the German Christmas-tree and its radiant candles." 

Long years afterwards Sir Theodore Martin 
seems, as it were, to catch the infection of these 
happy times and cheery letters* " The coming 
year " (1842) he tells his readers was " danced into 
in good old English fashion. In the middle of the 

dance, as the clock finished striking twelve, a flourish 
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of trumpetf was blown, in accordance with a German 

custom. Tliis, the OueefC s journal records, ' had 
a fine solemn effect, and quite affected dear Albert, 
who turned pale and had tears in his eyes, and 
pressed my hand very warmly. It touched me too, 
for I felt that he must thmk of his dear native 
country, which he has left for me/ 



III 



CHAPTER V 



THREE YEARS OF HAPPY CHILDHOOD 
1842 — 1643 — i844 

The first year of King Edward VII. 's life can hardly 
be described as ^^a time of piping peace." Two 
small wars were in progress in the far East, one 
in Afghanistan, and the other in China; while 
the income-tax controversy and widespread distress 
in the manufacturing districts were occasion- 
ing a sufficiency of heart-burning at home. The 
distaste of both the Queen and Prince Albert for 
London life was certainly not diminished by tixe 
cowardly outrages o£Eerea to the royal person at 
the end of May and the beginning of July. In 
spite of the cares which beset the throne, the tran*' 
quillity of the pleasant home life at Windsor and 
Claremont remained undisturbed. Many of the 
etchings and sketches which were either the work 
of the Queen or Prince Albert, or not unfrequently 
their joint production, bear the date of January 
1842. They somehow or other found leisure to 
immortalise still further ^ Lorie," the parrot, and 
" Caimach,*' the terrier, as well as Way," " Dandie 
Dininont," and the stately and graceful " Eos," 
while two questions of primary importance occupied 
their minds. What name was to be given to the 
" Heir of England " ? Who were to be his god- 
fathers and godmothers I " Mr. Punch " obligingly 

came to their assistance in an article entitled, ^* What 
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shall be the Prince's name ? " scarcely as happy 
or witty as usual, but doubtless honesdy intended 
to point a moral in an age which treated pamphlet- 
eenng seriously, We are convinced of it,'' says 
the oracular writer, ^^it is with us a Shandean 
belief, possessing — inextinguishable — that not only 
the temper, but the virtues and the qualities of the 
Prince of Wales — of the next probable King of the 
United Kingdom will wholly and solely depend upon 
his Christian name. When the King of Prussia, 
on the 26th mst., makes answer to the Archbishop 
of Canterbury, little will he think — good» easy 
King ! — ^what weal or woe he may promise to future 
generations. . . • Now for the Georges. The first 
and second were nobodies ; the third loved an ugly 
Wife and shoulder of mutton ; and the fourth made 
a bow with a finer grace than any other gentleman 
in Europe. No ; we have worn out the Georges. 
Gentle reader, what think you of King Lazarus i 
We are mightily smitten with this name ... we 
advance the proposition that it may be indicative 
of an enlarged humanity in palaces. Our Lazarus 
the First shall heal the wounds of wretchedness — 
shall gather bloodless laurels in the hospital and 
workhouse — his ermine and purple shall make 
fellowship with rags of linsey-woolsey — he shall be 
a King enthroned and worshipped in the hearts of 
the indigent." 

The rest of it is very poor stuff indeed. Needless 
to sav, the future Ring of England (large-minded 
and large-hearted philanthropist as he has proved • 
to be) was not named Lazarus, nor did the irre- 
pressible " Uncle Ernest " (now King of Hanover), 
who put forward a pressing and inconvenient 
claim to the position at the last moment, figure 

amongst the sponsors, present or represented by 
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deputy at the historic ceremonial of January 25, 
in St. George's Chapel, Windsor, when the Prince 
of Wales was christened, receiving the baptismal 
names of Albert Edward, the &rst that of his father, 
the second that of hid paternal grandfather, a choice 
which no one (except possiblv the King of Hanover) 
could vesy wdl quarrel witn. 

The details of that magnificent ecclesiastical 
spectacle (in aranging the minutest details of which 
rrince Albert took an active part) are sufficiently 
well known, even to those who have not seen either 
the original or the constant reproductions of Sir 
George Hayter's commemorative painting. The 
naval and nulitarjr knights of Windsor occupied the 
sides of the aisles, the Archbishojp of Canterbury and 
York, the Bishops of London, Norwich, Winclmter, 
and Oxford stood in front of the font. The sponson 
were H,R.H. Duchess of Kent (proxy for the Duchess 
of Saxe-Coburg), H.R.H. Duke of Cambridge, 
H.R.H. Princess Augusta of Cambridge* (proxy 
for the Princess Sophia and H.R.H. Prince Ferdi- 
nand of Saxe-Coburg), and last, but not least, the 
King of Prussia. The water made use of had been 
brought from the Jordan. A calm sereni^ unusual 
to infants in the circumstances marked the oehavioar 
of the Royal babe. An anthem in honour of the 
occasion had been composed by Sir George Elvey, 
but Prince Albert, who had a fondness for what is 
known as congregational singing, very happily 
deposed it in honour of the " Hallelujah Chorus." 

In the evening a State banquet was given in St. 

* Born dghtf-four yean ago in Hanover, and married at Bucking- 
ham Palace on the fifth anniversary of Queen Victoria's CoronaUQn 
Day, to the late Grand Duke Frederic William of Meddenburg- 
Strclitz, the Princess Augusta is to-day the sole remaining living re- 
presentative of Georgian royalty, the only survivor of the spontMS 
who stood hy the baptiimal font of King Edward VII. 
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George's Hall, and after the banquet the Royal 
Christening Cake was placed in the Waterloo 
Chamber. As might be expected the christening 
of her eldest son finds prominent mention in the 
Queen's Journal. Writing of Frederic, William IV., 
King of Prussia, who had so obligingly (and in spite 
of tbe machinatioiiB of that political r^ksnxfE King 
Louis Philippe) consented to be the Prince of Wales's 
godfather, and by so doing had put an end to what 
promised to be a very pretty family quarrel, her 
Majesty says : 

**The King is not taller than Albert and very 
fat.* His features are small, but he has a pleasing 
countenance, not much hair and yery little whiskers. 
He was in common morning costume, and com- 
plained much of appearing so before me. He is 
entertaining, agreeable, and witty, tells a thing so 
pleasantly, and is full of amusing anecdotes." 
. . . . " There was a full choral service at the 
christening. A special anthem had been composed 
by Mr. [afterwards Sir] George Eivey, for the occa- 
sion. On the Prince Consort being told of this, 
and asked when it should be sung, he answered, 
*Not at all. No anthem* If the service ends 
hy an anthem we shall all go out criticising the music. 
We will have something we all know — something 
in which we can all join — something devotional, 
The Hallelujah Chorus ; we shall all join in that, 

* Tlie King^s tttrntiMia did nat pimnt liif dancing, for tlie 
author of tiie ^FriTate Life of Qmm Vktocia'* (C Peanoo, 

London, 190 1) teOa us that "in 1842 when a party was asiembled 
at Windsor in honour of the Prince of Wakt'i ckiiiteniiig, dancing 

was started one evenmg for the amusement of young Prince 
Leopold of Saie Coburg. There were only enough ]2dies present 
to make up a quadrille, which the queen danced with the King 
of Prussia. The evening wound up with a gay country-dance, a 
form oi &xeici&e to which the queen was devoted." 

"5 



Digitized by Google 



The Boyhood of a Great King 

with our hearts/ The Hallelujah Chorus ended 
the service accordingly." It was remarked at the 
time that the day of the Prince of Wales's 

christening was also Robert Burns's birthday,* a 
compliment, accidental no doubt, to Scotland, from 
wiiich he derived the title of Duke of Rothesay, 
Earl of Carrick, Baron Renfrew, Great Steward 
of Scotland and Lord of the Isles. 

" Mr. Punch's " account of the Royal christening 
is very dull reading, nor does he show a becoming 
sense of the nation's obligation to the corpulent 
but complaisant King of rrussia, whose doings are 
thus chronicled : 

The King of Prussia does not bum z rush-light, 
but he has a box of Congreves always ready on his 
bedroom chimnev>piece. 

The King of Prussia always jumps out of bed 
as the clock strikes seven. His Majesty sleeps 
without a night-cap " — and so forth. 

In due course the Court removed to Buckingham 
Palace, where a costume ball, on the most lavish 

scale, was arranged with the laudable object of reliev- 
ing in some measure, however small, the prevailing 
distress.f 

** We have organised it,'' Prince Albert wrote, 
^ with a view of helping trade in London, which is 
greatly depressed. We are to represent Edward III. 

and Queen Philippa, and the whole Court is to appear 
in the Court dress of that period. The Duchess of 
Cambridge is to head a procession of one hundred 
and twenty persons, intended to represent France, 
Italy, and Spain." 

* Robert Boms was bom tt AUoway, Jaoutry 25, 1759. 

t Similar entertainmenti tlio took place at Stafford Home and 
Apiky Hoiiae. 
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The memoiy of this gorgeous fite of the 
spring of 1842, is perpetuated hy a bulky volume, 
portraTing in colours heightened with gold and 
silver the costumes worn hy King Edward IIL'* 

(Prince Albert) and " Queen Philippa " (Queen 
Victoria), and ail their principal guests including 
** Anne of Britanny " (the Duchess of Cambridge) • 
and her daughter, the then youthful and still 
unmarried Princess Augusta, who as Princess 
Claude " was attired in " blue edged with asure 
and embroidered with fieur-de-lys." t Before enter- 
ing the ball-room the Queen and Prince Consort 
are said to have visited the nursery of their children,]: 
but the Prince of Wales, then only five months old, 
can scarcely have been expected to retain any im- 
pression of even such a vision of surpassing magnifi- 
cence as this. He has, however, inherited, in no small 
degree, his father's love of fun and keen sense of 
humour, and no one would have appreciated more 
heartily the clever literary practical joke which the 
** Flantagenet ball gave nse to. Let one of his 
authors — ^the late Lord Houghton, then plain 
Richard Monckton-Milnes (the other was Charles 
Buller), tell the story of the inception of this un- 
rivalled jeu esprit in his own words :§ 

* On the occaiioo of the first jubilee ol Queen Victoria in 1887 
which, as a nonagenanan^ the lived to celebrate, the kte Duchess 

of Cambridge showed to some of Ker guests the slightly faded, but 
still handsome robe of crimson velvet "with an underskirt of gold 
brocade and jewelled stole," which had been SO much discussed and 
admired hvc and forty years before. 

■f The Grand Duthess Dowager of Mecklenburg-Strelitz and 
the Baroncit Btudett-Coutts are now, in all probabilitj, almost the 
sole •nnrrron of tfaoae who " danced and costumed " in the halcyon 
dajBof 1842. 
X See foa^ p. 123. 

S ** Monographs : Penoiial and Sodaly" by Lord Hioiiflitoi;. 
IxMidoii: JohnMnrraf, 1873, pp. 259-240^ 
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** It was supposed to be a debate in the French 
Chamber of Deputies on the preceding day, reported 
express in the Morning CbranicU^ originating 
in an interpellation of M. Berryer, to the eflPect — 

* Whether the French Ambassador in England had 
been invited to the hdl masqui which is to be given 
by the haughty descendant of the Plantagenets 
for the purpose of awakening the long-buried griefs 
of France in the disasters of Cressy and Poictiers, 
and the loss of Calais.' This speech, by BuUer, 
is an excellent imitation of a great orator's manner* 
Though I remember protesting against the gro- 
tesqueness of the demand ^Whether M. de Saint 
Aulaire was going with his attaches, with bare feet 
and halters round their necks, representing the 
unfortunate Burgesses.' It concluded with the 
declaration, ' It is on the banks of the Biune 
that the cannon of France ought to accompanf 
the dancers of St. James's. It is by taking the 
Balearic Isles that we should efface the recollections 
of Agincourt.' I followed in the name of M. de 
Lamartine, reproving the speaker for talking of the 

* vilifiication of France,* and saying France could 
well afford to leave to each people its own historical 
traditions — ^^Ah! let them have their splendid 
guinguette — ^that people at once so grave and 
frivolous* Let them dance as they please, as long 
as the great mind of France calmly and nobly | 
traverses the world.' Lamartine was answcrea | 
by M. de Tocqueville (also mine) finding fault with 
the ball chiefly as a repudiation of the democratic 
idea, and a mournful reaction against the spirit | 
of the times ; saying with a sad and grave impar- i 
tiality : ^ We too have erred — we too have danced I 
and costumed — ^the heirs of the throne of July 
have sanctioned this frivolity, but there was no 
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(quadrille of the Heroes of Fontenoy ! ' M. Guizot 
(Buller) closed the discussion by stating that Lord 
Aberdeen had given the most satisfactory explana- 
tions — that the Queen of England desired to 
educate her people by a series of archaeological 
entertainments, but that in deference to the sus- 
ceptibilities of France Monsieur de Saint Aulaire 
would represent the Virgin of Domremy — ^he would 
go as Joan of Arc. It seems incredible that what 
was meant for a political squib shoidd have turned 
out a successful hoax. It was discussed with gravity 
in the Clubs : and at the bail itself Sir Robert Peel 
told me, with great satisfaction, that Sir James 
Graham had rushed into his private room in White- 
hall Gardens, with the paper in his hand, exclaim- 
ing, * There u the devil to pay in France about this 
foolish ball.' But the Press was the most deluded 
victim : the I rub Pilot remarked that * the fact 
of so slight an occasion having given rise to so grave 
a discussion is the strongest evidence of the state of 
feeling in France towards this country.' The 
Dumfius Courier commented at much length on 
this as 'one of the most erratic and ridiculous scenes 
that ever lowered the dignity of a deliberative 
assembly.' The Sanaphore de MarsntUs translated 
the article into French as a faithful report, and the 
Commerce indignantly protested against the taste 
for a masquerade going so far as * to allow the panoply 
of a woman so cruelly sacrificed to British pride 
to be worn on such an occasion ; others formally 
denied that the genuine armour had ever been sent 
from Paris." 

By a strange coinddence almost at the same 

moment a Parisian newspaper the National was 

responsible for the following ariicle on the subject 
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of the Prince of Wales which is quoted in sober 
seriottsaess hy the Timis : 

**The Government of Queen V'ictoria and even 
her dynasty have, at this moment, to contend against 
a kind of opposition which was unexpected, and 
which in fiance would appear exceedingly droll. 
The greater part of the Anglican clergy pretend 
that the young Prince of Wales having been baptized 
by a dissenting Minister (fritre disHdinij is therefore 
incapable of ever becoming King of England. In 
England the head of the State is at the same time, 
head of the Church, and the clergy therefore think 
that the national church would lose its priority, 
and even be destroyed if at the head of its hierarchy 
were to be placed a Prince who had not received 
orthodox baptism. The Bishop of London and 
his clergy have already protested against the legiti- 
macy of the succession of the Prince of Wales to the 
throne; the Bishop of Winchester has followed 
the example, and not a single clergyman of his 
diocese has failed to sign his protests. The whole 
University of Oxford has expressed itself in the same 
way, and it is announced that the Bishop of Exeter 
u earnestly and successfuUy getting up a similar 
demonstration/' 

The ecclesiastical storm in a tea-cup described by 
the National, had no more foundation in fact 
than the debate in the French Chamber evolved from 
the fertile brains of " Charley " Buller and " Dic^" 
Milnesy but a story of the kind had been current 
eighty years before on the occasion of the baptbm 
of George IV. 

After the ball comes a brief period of rest and 
fresh air at Claremont, and the first number of the 
JUustraUd London News (Saturday, May 14, 1S42), 
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Birthdays at Claremont 

under the heading of ^ The Conrt and Haut Ton,'' 

gives its readers the following information : 

" Her Majesty and Prince Albert arrived in town 
on Monday afternoon [May 9] in an open carriage 
and four, escorted by a party of Hussars from Clare- 
mont. The equerries-in-waiting, Colonel Arbuth- 
not and Colonel Wylde, followed in a chariot and 
fonr. Their Royal Highnesses the Prince of Wales 
and the Princess Rov^ occupied another carriage, 
and the Dowager Laay Lyttelton, Lady-in-Waiting, 
and Lord Byron, Lord-in-Waiting, were in the last 
carriage. ... A pair of Shetland ponies, intended 
for the young Prince of Wales's pony phaeton, 
arrived at the Aberdeen steam-packet wharf, St. 
Katherine'Sy last week. A pair of beautiful Pegu 

Sonies from Madras have also been sent to Her 
f ajesty by her Anglo-Indian subjects for the young 
Prince of Wales/* The Queen's birthday was kept 
officially " in London on May 19, but the family 
gathering of five days later took place, as was then 
customary, at Claremont. The new pictorial 
venture shows abundant promise of future success. 
On May 28 a picture of the Queen and Prince of 
Wales appears, heading an article entitled : A 
Scene in the Nursery at Qaremont.'' " Our young 
and gracious soverdgn's twenty-third birthday," 
writes the contemporary chronicler, ^'has been 
celebrated with less pomp than usual ; but if the 
felicitations were more tacit, they were far more 
general, heartfelt, and attractive. The concourse 
Rocking to the Drawing- Room, Her Majesty, no 
doubt, foresaw, particularly after her signal acts 
of hospitality, would be immense, and Her Majesty, 
therefore, set apart a day at Claremont to celebrate 
her birthday in the charms of domestic retirement, 
after the fatigues of its more ceremonious celebration 
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when the whole of the beau nmde overflowed at 
the Palace. Besides^ there was our future King — 

Ich Dien (sic) — and his pretty sister, who had got a 
glance at the Royal Edward and Philippa, on their 
way to the masque, as they laid in their cradles of 
state, the sounas of revelry temptingly broke in 
upon their gentle repose^ conjuring the lively milU 
it imits dreams of infancy. And why should 
they not have their holiday and their Masque } 
Her Majesty gave them the holiday in the cfaarxning 
retreats of Claremont, and their Royal Highnesses 
Prince Albert and the Duchess of Kent prepared 
an agreeable surprise for her Majesty's waking on 
her birthday^ — and for the infant scions of Royalty— 
namely, a masque, au petit pied. Accordingly, on 
Tuesday, the Prince of Wales and his Royal Sister 
at earliest morn, suddenly appeared before the 
Royal Mother, dressed as natives of that picturesque 
country of Tyrol, where, as Hofer proved, peasants 
become heroes. 

** But far be it from us to intrude further upon 
the secrecy of such happy domestic scenes, although 
the feelings of all fathers and mothers amongst Her 
MajesiCy's most loving and loyal of all subjects, cannot 
be prevented following her in thought and with 
heartfelt applause and gratulation into the retreat 
of such domestic felicity. Sully, we believe it was 
who said, that Henri U Grand never appeared greater 
in the eyes of good men than when the pompous am- 
bassador of Spain found liim on all fours playing with 
his children mounted on his back. Queen Victoria 
will never appear more exalted in the world's 
opinion than when each side of the picture is thus 
revealed — the great Queen and stateswoman in the 
gorgeous palace — ^the young, lovelv, and virtuous 

modier amidst the pure joys of sylvan retreat and 
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domestic relaxation. Our artist has chosen for 
illustration one of those happy moments of maternal 
life when the magnificence and etiquette of the 
Queen is put aside by womanly tenderness for the 
expression of a mother's love." In the accompany- 
ing wood-cut (apparently by J. R. Abbott) Her 
Nhjesty is leaning back in one of the ponderous 
arm-chairs of the period, holding up her hand to 
attract the attention of the sprightly child-prince, 
attired in a robe adorned with a plume of feathers 
and a singularly unbecoming closely fitting lace 
cap. In spite of stormy weather, the birthday 
at Claremont seems to have been a joyous one, and 
very little apparently escaped the notice of the 
contributor to The Court and Haut Ton*'' As 
early as 7 a.m. a serenade by the band of the Cold- 
stream Guards began beneath the windows of the 
Queen's bed-chamber, a German air composed by 
Prince Albert figuring in the programme. Merry 
peals were rung at intervals during the day, and 
" Uncle Mensdorfi" (the common relative of both 
the Queen and Prince Albert), accompanied by his 
four sonSy was amongst the guests who dined in the 
library, die table being decorated with *^ the Lion 
service of plate and the Warwick vases/' The 
attack on the Queen, perpetrated by Francis not a 
week later, may be passed over. On June 10 we are 
told "The Dowager Lady Lyttelton,* the preceptress 
of the Princess Royal, has been staying at Buckingham 
Palace during the last week, having entered on the 

* For over ciaEtycui (1842-1851) Sarah, Lid)rL7tteltoii vhftd 
an important part in the upbringing of the dder duUiai of Qiuea 
\^ctoriji. Sister d George, Lord Spcacer, she m the niece of 
Geoigiana, Duchess of Devonshire, one of the most intellectual 
and, at the same time, most politically powerful ladies of the Court 
of George III. Since 1838, Lady L/ttelton had been one of Queen 
Victoria's Ladies-in- Waiting. 
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duties of her new appointment. Her ladyship 
will principally reside in future at the palace." 

A few oayB are passed at Windsor. On June 13 
the return journey to London was made by railway, 
this being the Queen's first experience of the new 
method of locomotion, of which she was destined 
to have such a lengthy and varied experience,* and 
in which up to the end of her life she took the deepest 
interest. Mr. John Pendleton says :t " The Queen 
made her first railway trip on the Great Western, 
with Dan Gooch (afterwards Sir Daniel Gooch) 
in charge of the engine. This was on Monday, 
June 13, 1842, when her Majesty returned from a 
sojourn at Windsor Castle by way of the Great 
Western Railway. The thing was very secret. 
The royal train consisted of the PhlegethonJ 
engine and tender, drawing the royal saloon in the 
centre of two other saloon carriages, preceded by 
a second-class carriage and followed by t hree carriage 
trucks. The journey from Slough to Windsor was 
accomj^Iished in twenty-five minutes.'^ 

Music and art still absorbed much of that portion 
of the Queen's leisure which could be spared from 
affairs of State, and the ever-increasing cares of 
the royal nurseries. Within a week of the railway 

• Up to this time, although the Great Western Railway had been 
opened for fully three years, the experiment was not considered safe 
by those in high places, as far as the person of tlie Queen was con- 
cerned. It is difficult to realise now the early prejudice against 
railway travelling. Admiral Sir Thomas liardy, " ihc bravest of 
the brave " (who died the year before), could never be persuaded to 
enter t laibfay carriage (vide "Tht Tlifee Donet Ciptiiiii at Tn- 
ftlgar,** p. 217). Faimy Kembledeicribed the engioe ai ^ the She 
Dragon with white flying breath." 

t English lUmstfiiui MagaxiWt edited by dement IL Shorter, 
July 1897, pp. 445-4SO- 

t "Phlegethon" went to the "scrap-heap** in Aognst iSS/, 
Its fate is now much regretted at Paddington. 
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Mendelssohn and the Queen 

journey at Paddington the greatest of then living 
composers was welcomed by the Queen and Prince 
Albert at Buckingham Palace. 

In the life of Mendebsohn, translated from the 
German of W. A. Lampadius,* the actual date of 
the great composer's memorable visit to Queen 
Victoria is placed in doubt. The editor and some 
of the late Queen's biographers have apparently 
overlooked Mendelssohn's letter to his mother 
of June 2iy i842,t in which he not only clearly 
mentions the exact day of his going to see her 
Majesty, but gives by far the best and most concise 
account of what took place. It runs as follows: 
** Add to this (the crowd of people at Exeter Hall) 
the pretty and most charming Queen Victoria, 
who looks so youthful, and is so gently courteous 
and gracious, who speaks such good German, and 
who knows all my music so weU; the four books 
of songs without words, and those with words and 
the ^rmphony and the ^ Hvmn of Praise.' Yesterday 
evemng I was sent for oy the Queen, who was 
almost alone with Prince Albert, and who seated 
herself near the piano and made me play to her, 
first seven of the ' songs without words,' then the 
serenade, two impromptus on * Rule Britannia,* 
Liitzow's * Wilde Jagd,' and * Gaudeamus igitur.' 
The latter was somewhat difficult but remonstrance 
was out of the question, and as they gave the themes, 
of eourse it was my duty to play them. Then the 
splendid grand gallery in Buckingham Palace, where 
tney drank tea, and where the two boars of Paul 
Potter are hanging, and a good many pictures 

• <*Lafe of Fdk Menddnolm Bartholdy,'' edited bf W. L. 
Gage. Londoii: W. Reeves, 1876, p. 76. 

t " Letters of Felix Mendelssohn Bartholdjr from 1833 to 1847.'* 
Tramlaied by Lady Wallace. London: LonipnaiiSi 1863, p. a8i« 
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which pleased me welL" This is all Mendels- 
sohn says on a subject which must, for him, have 

been one of no common interest, and of which his 
knowledge was, at any rate, first hand. Mr. 
Gage, however, informs us that as he entered the 
Queen's room " she asked his pardon for the some- 
what disorderly appearance of the apartment, 
and began to rearrange the articles with her own 
hands,'' in which Mendelssohn gallantly offered his 
assistance. Some parrots, whose cages hung in the 
room, she herself carried into the next apartment ; 
in which Mendelssohn helped her also. He also 
says that after the Queen had, in fear and trembling, 
sung to the eminent maestro^ she said, " I can do 
better ; ask Lablache ii I cannot ; but I am afraid 
of you.'* On that very night (June 20) we are 
told ^ Miss Burdett Coutts gave a brilliant ball 
and supper on Monday evening in Stratton Street 
which was attended by the iliu of the bout ton. 
Lord Claude Hamilton, who was erroneously 
designated as the successful suitor for the hand of 
the wealthy heiress, has gone on a continental tour.** 

July 19 is the birthday of the Princess Augusta, 
eldest daughter of their Royal Highnesses the Duke 
and Duchess of Cambridge, who completed her 
twentieth year, and the Duke and Duchess on this 
interesting occasion received a select cirde to 
luncheon. ^'The party assembled shortly after 
two, and broke up at half-past five o'clock. Her 
Majesty the Queen Dowager came in the morning 
from Bushey to pay a congratulatory visit to her 
youthful and amiable niece." 

The London season is over, and the Queen, Prince 

Albert, Lady Lyttelton, and the royal infants are 

once more at breezy Claremont where the omniscient 

compiler of ^ The Court and Haut Ton " assures 
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At Restful Claremont 

OS the Court generally abandons a great portion 
of its regal state. The Princess Royal may oe seen 
trotting about the grounds on her little pony, or 

playing on a large cloth spread on the lawn — ^the 
Prince of Wales sprawling about, in vain endeavours 
to reach the boundary of his dominions, that is 
to say the said table-cloth. The Dowager Lady 
Lyttcdton maintains a constant surveillance over 
the royal children." A few days later the King 
of Prussia's christening present arrives, and is 
described with all the minuteness it merits. The 
object of art which excited the greatest interest 
at Berlin, is the present which the King of Prussia 
sends to the Prince of Wales as a godfather's gift. 
This gift is a shield, whose material is gold and gems, 
with every possible resource of ornament which 
the art of the goldsmith offers. Stuler is the 
artist and his graceful inventions for ornaments 
exceed even those of Schinkel* The gold and gems, 
however, are secondary to the beautiful designs for 
the shield, which are by Cornelius, being the first 
important work he has executed in Berlin. Its 
form is circular, and the subjects chiefly religious, 
containing the principal mysteries of the Christian 
religion." 

The Queen and Prince Albert go for a short 
yachting excursion, but the little ones at home are 
always in their thoughts. On September 4 Her 
Majesty writes in her journal : On board the 

Royal George yacht, September 4, 1842. — Received 
from Lady Lyttelton good accounts of our little 
children." On the previous day the British public 
had learned with equal satisfaction that " The Prince 
of Wales and the Princess Royal are in excellent 
health and have taken their usual airings accom- 
panied by the Dowager Lady Lyttelton/' On 
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September 24, the Queen axid Prince Albert return 
to Windsor from their first expedition to Scotland. 

On November 9 Lord Mayor Humphrey proposes 
the health of the Heir Apparent in the presence 

of the assembled citizens at Guildhall, Sir Robert 
Peel, Lord Stanley (not yet the " Rupert of 
Debate") and Lord John Russell, being all amongst 
his guests. "This day," said the newly invested 
Chief Magistrate, " being the anniversary of the birth 
of the Prince of Wales will long be memorable in 
the annals of the country.^' The menu was worthy 
of the occasion. It consisted, of ** 250 tureens of 
real turtle, containing 5 pints each; 200 bottles 
of sherbet ; 6 dishes of fish ; 30 entries ; 4 boiled 
turkeys and oysters ; 60 roasted pullets ; 60 dishes 
of fowls ; 46 dishes of capons ; 50 French pies ; 
60 pigeon pies ; 53 hams (ornamented) ; 43 tongues ; 
2 quarters of house-lamb ; 2 barons of beef ; 5 
rounds of beef ; 2 stewed rumps of beef ; 13 sirloins, 
romps and ribs of beef ; 6 dishes of asparac^os ; 69 
dishes of mashed and other potatoes ; 44 dishes of 
shell fish ; 4 ditto of prawns ; 140 jellies ; 50 
blancmanges ; 40 dishes of tarts (creamed) ; 30 
ditto of orange and other tourtes ; 40 ditto of 
almond pastry ; 20 Chantilly baskets ; 60 dishes 
of mince pies ; 56 salads. The Removes — 80 roast 
turkeys ; 6 leverets ; 80 pheasants ; 24 geese ; 40 
dishes of partridges; 15 ditto wild fowl; 2 pea- 
fowls. Dessert — 100 pine*apples from i lb. to 3 lbs. 
each ; 200 dishes of hot-house grapes ; 250 ice 
creams ; 50 dishes of apples ; 100 ditto of pears ; 
60 ornamented Savoy cakes ; 75 plates of walnuts ; 
80 of dried fruits and preserves ; 50 ditto of pre- 
served ginger ; 60 ditto of rout cakes and chips ; 
46 ditto of brandied cherries ; 4 dishes of Selim's 
(Captain White's) true Indian curries. The last is 
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A First Birthday 

quite new to the gourmands of the City, and was 
much appreciated*" 

On the evening of the previous day Mr. W. C« 
Ross had^had an audience of the Queen in order to 
submit to the Queen and Prince Albert a proof 
impression of an engraving of the Prince of Wales and 
Princess Royal taken from a drawing executed by 
Sir William Ross at the express command of the 
Queen. If there was any lack of enthusiasm in 
the West End, it was assuredly amply compensated 
for both in the City and at Windsor. The illu- 
mination in town," says the ^imesy **on the first 
anniversary of the birthday of the Prince of Wales 
was by no means general. Several of the club 
houses were illuminated and a few warrant holders 
exhibited ilarcs." 

^ As tar as the loyal and " Royal Borough " is con- 
cerned, we learn that on November 9 " Her Majesty 
and his Royal Highness Prince Albert took walking 
exercise both in the morning and afternoon. Her 
Royal Highness the Duchess of Kent paid a congratu- 
latory visit to her Majesty and his Koyal Highness 
PrinceAlbertonthefirst anniversary of the birth of 
his Royal Highness the Prince of Wales, whose 
birthday was celebrated at Windsor with great 
rejoicing. In the forenoon the 2nd Regiment 
of Life Guards, under the command of Colonel 
Reid, and the Grenadier Guards, under the com* 
mand of Colonel Thornton, marched into the Home 
Parky and fired zfeude joie. The regiments after- 
wards marched past in review order. In the evening 
most of the tradespeople illuminated. The follow- 
ing is the programme of the music performed at the 
Palace by the band of the Grenadier Guards : 
Pas Redouble^ specially composed by her Royal 

Higimess the Duchess oi Kent, to celebrate the 
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first anniversary of the birth of his Royal Highness 
the Prince of Wales ; Duo * Quis est Homo ' (' Stabstt 
Mater'), Rossini; Waltz ' Honugc to his Rojal 
Highness the Prince ol Wales/ composed ezpreulf 
by Rttddph Sibold; Grand March, his Royal 
Highness the Prince of Wales's (Costa) ; National 
Divertimento, arranged expressly by Rudolph 
Sibold and Galop (M. S. Labitzky)/' 

If the railway was safe for the Queen, the Heir 
Apparent may very well encounter the same risk, 
now rapidly cuminishing in the minds of the British 
people. The Queen and Prince Albert had resolved 
to pay a visit to the Duke of Wellington at the official 
abode of the Warden of the Cinque Ports — Walmer 
Castle, once the favourite abode of Pitt. On 
November lo the whole party (with every available 
precaution against danger) journeyed from Slough 
to Paddington, posting then to Walmer by way of 
Canterbury^ the Duke meeting his guests at Sand- 
wich* 

7 he Court CireiUar announces on November ii, 
that " The Queen and Prince Albert accompanied 
by the Prince of Wales and the Princess JLofsl and 
suite arrived by a special train at the Paddington 
terminus of the Great Western Railway yesterday 
morning from Windsor Castle. ' The Prince * 
was the name of the engine which drew the august 
party to the metropolis on their way to Walmer 
astle."* 

The royal infants were carried across the draw- 
bridge to their apartments, and it was duly announced 
that "The portion of the fortress appropriated 

for the exclusive use of their Royal Highnesses the 
Prince of Wales and the Princess Royal, the Dowager 

• The Court Newsman was mistaken. ** Prince*' was not QOa* 
•ttucted tiU Augitft 1846 and was broken up in 1870* 
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Lady Lyttelton and the attendants upon the Prince 
and Princess, are the outworks, or the north tower, 
with the windows facing a northerly direction. 
Four rooms have been thus set apart lor the depart- 
ment of the royal nursery." 

Mr. Pimch " in his happiest vein makes merry 
of these incidents, and dedares that ^'The room 
chosen for the royal nursery is generally subjected 
to squalls. Her Royal Highness the Princess Royal 
has been presented with a wooden spade and has 
employed a portion of her leisure in digging small 
holes in the sand, while her royal brother (' little 
Wales ' as he is familiarly called) has looked on at 
the operation with infantine interest." 

On the return journey (December 3) the Queen 
and her party postra through Canterbury, 
Rochester, Dartford, and Blackheath. After passing 
through Greenwich, Dcptford, New Cross, and 
Pcckham they travelled to Windsor by Great 
Western Railway. Meanwhile a subject had 
attracted the grave attention of the Times (Novem- 
ber 25) : A short time ago," writes a correspondent, 
" a curiously wrought mat of 23x1 variegated pieces 
made by a poor blind widow named Sarah Drew 
was forwaraed to the Secretary of State accom- 
panied with a written request that he would cause 
it to be presented to her ISIajesty for the young 
Prince of Wales. The following reply from the 
Home Office, has been received since by the donor : 

•Whitehall, Nwemi/er lo. 

* Madam, — I am directed by Secretary Sir 
James Graham to acknowledge the receipt of a mat 
sent by you to the HomeOiSce as a present to His 
Royal Highness the Prince of Wales, and I am 
further requested to inform you that the ^me has 
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been duly forwarded by him to tte Queen at 
Windsor. 

*I remain, Madam, yours, 
*S. M. Phillips. 
'To Mrs. Dttiw, opposite Bardetfa nuntty^ Sidmoath.' " 

The very name of Sidmouth evidently touched 
a tender chord in the Queen's heart. The Prince 
.of Wales's second Christmas was at hand. We are 
told it was kept up at Windsor in good Old English 
style, although on account of its falling on a Sunday 
no guests were invited. The royal dinner- table 
exhibited a noble baron of beef, and the servants 
were, according to custom, regaled with toast and 
ale. The marriage of the Princess Clementina of 
Orleans * to Prince Augustus Saxe-Coburg of Cohan, 
was now announced as decided on. 

It was now time for the question of the education 
of the " royal infants,'* as " Haut Ton *' insisted 
on calling them, to engross the attention of their 
father and motlicr, indeed a discussion concerning 
it had comn^ need as far back as 1840, after the 
birth of the Princess Royal. The whole subject, 
which is as interesting as it is important, will be 
dealt with in the next chapter. 

The early part of 1843 was spent at CUremont, 
whither the Princess Royal travelled in the same 
carriage with the Queen and Prince Albert without 
any nurse or attendant whatever. The Prince of 
Wales, however, seems to have remained at Windsor. 

• Princess Clementina is now (1906) the oxOj survivor of the 
numerous children of King Louit Philippe and Queen Marie Am6Ue. 
Her sister Louise was in 1842 the second wife of the " Uncle Leopold " 
of Queen Victoria's correspondence. Born only two years after 
Waterloo and now on the eve of becoming a nonagenarian she is to- Jay 
a Uv'mfr link between the reign of George 111. and that of King 
Edward VIL 
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"Punch" and his " Pencillings " 

The Court returns to Windsor at the end of January, 
and it was not till Tuesday, March 7, that it 
''removed to Buckingham Palace, the Princess 
Royal travelling with the Qaeen and Prince Albert, 
the Prince of Wales being accompanied by Dowager 
Lad) L) ttclton." " Mr. Punch " once more appears 
to take a kindlv interest in the Heir Apparent. In 
His Pencilling LXIV., entitled, " The First Tooth,** 
the venerable Archbishop of Canterbury is depicted 
in the act of presenting a row of toy soldiers to the 
Prince — Queen Victoria triumphantly pointing to 
the fresh development. The caricature is badly 
drawn by Kenny Meadows, who gives the infant 
Prince a preposterous cap surmounted by three 
feathers. Then we have a " Royal Nurscrv Circu- 
lar," from which the following items are culled : 

**Thc Prince of Wales was safely delivered of a 
tooth one day last week, when Sir Charles Ross, 
the miniature painter, received instructions for 
drawing it. 

*'The Prince of Wales was rather fretful on 
Thursday last, and Black Rod was ordered to be in 
attendance. The aid of Black Rod was, however, 

dispensed with. 

" On the anniversary of the Queen's marriage 
an entertainment was given in the royal nursery. 
Lollipops were laid for two, and in the evening 
there was an exhibition of the magic lantern.'' 

A week later (March 14) the Queen Dowager, 
who takes the deepest interest m all that concerns 
her husband's successor and her children, comes to 
tec them at Buckingham Palace. On April i 
following, the lUustraUd London News (now nearing 
its own first birthday) contains a second portrait 
of the Prince of Wales, in wiiich he is depicted 
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standing hy a aofa, with his head resting on a cushion, 
and wearing a large hat with a plume of feathery 
a neddace, sash and lace frocL It is stated to be 
a companion to a much better-known portrait of 
the late Comte de Paris, which had previously 
appeared in the same journal. Below it are the 
foiiovving verses : 

•* Child of the Qocea and people — for love*t bond 
Bids lAm» no las than deem thee their ovm — 

Now thoa art but a baby of the throne. 

The petted beauty of the fair and fond ; 

Thf sun of childhood ^hinin^ in thy heart, 

While its light frolic plays upon thy cheek. 

And thou amongst the delicate and weak 

Of the World's flowers. Years, that strength impart. 

Shall luto manhood thy brave limbs unfold. 

May Heaven, too, cait thy aool in honour*! mould 

That to, unfurled for greatness, the fair tails 

Of thy life-«hip may fill with far'dii^ galea 

Of popular esteem ; — and pride untold 

Make Kngland ^ory in her Prince of Waiet. 

** Then, when thy years have unto fulness grown, ' 
And thou art as a tree — Oh ! may thy fruit 
Be worthy of the rich and noble root 
That thou didst spring from ! Grace thou tiiy throne 
Like thy young mother ! So much lustre shed. 
To dune beyond die jewdi in thy crovm ! 
Be like diy nie, when ]o¥e ahali bid thee wod. 
And wear the virtues which they both hand down ; 
So ihall the Nation bless thee for thy worth. 
In manhood, as it blesseth thy childhood's birth ; 
So shall thy fame to other nation? ring, 
And thou unto thy trusting subjects cling— 
And then, above all other kint^s of Earth, 
Will make Old England glory in her Kong. 

On the same day (a very unfortunate date) an 

announcement appears that a rumour is current 
in Court circles that " a separate establishment will 
shortly be formed for His Royal Highness the Prince 
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of Wales. There is every reason to believe that a 
number of domestics will shortljr be put to look 
after the young Prince not in any way connected 
with Her Majesty's household.'' 

Such a unique opportunity must not be missed, 
and exactly one wedc later (April 7, 1843)9 we are 
favouied with : 

"The Prince of Wales's Household. 

"The public will see with infinite satisfaction 
that the Prince of Wales is about to have a separate 
household. Some have imagined that a baby- 
house is alluded to, but we have ascertained that 
such is not the case, and the following may be relied 
on as being as accurate a list as it is possible to obtain 
of the projected establishment ; 

^Matter of tlie Roddng Hone 
^ i Comptioller of the Juvemle Vagifict 

Sugar Stick in Waiting 
Captain of the Tin Guard 

Black Rod in Ordinary 
Master of the Trap Ordnance 
Clerk of the Pea Shooter 

Assistant Battledore 
Lord Privy Shuttlecock 
Qoartermaster-General of the Oranges. 

" It is not yet decided by whom these offices 
are to be filled, but there is no doubt His Royal 
Higlmess will manifest considerable discretion in 
making the appointments for the * separate house* 

hold ' which has been so proper!)^ assigned to 
him,'* 

On April 29, 1843, the Queen's second daughter 
and thira child was bom at Budnngham Palace, to 

be later known in the history of the Victorian 
Royal family as " Princess Alice." The Illustrated 
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London News once more bunt into poetry, and 

favoured its readers with an ode commencing : 

** Sing, ^dly sing ! 
LiCt voice and string 
The royal birth proclaim. 
It comes in peace. 
Let discord cease. 
And blow tiic irump of fame,'* 

and ending with the lines : 

" And she— tlie royal mother — wife 
To one, but master of all heartv 
May die be blessed in the life 
WmMe dawn breab not o'er natkm't tttile^ 

But e'en imparts 

Another sigh, like the prismatic zone 

Which binds the water cloud, 

That nothing gloomy ever may enshroud 

Hearts — her love-mates — people, or her throne.** 

Mrs. Lillfy who had acted as nurse on the occasion 
of the birth of the Princess Royal and Prince of 

Wales, and now almost a national institution, was 
again in attendance. The Princess was reported 
to be a fine healthy child. 

The addition thus made to the ranks of the 
Queen^s children became the signal for a mild out- 
burst of caricatures for one of which T. McLean, 26 
Hajrmarket, is responsible. It was headed, " A First 
Lesson on the Welsh Harp,'' and in it we have the 
Queen with Princess Alice in arms, and Prince Albert 
leaning over her chair, with Eos, a parrot and other 
canine pets in the foreground. The Prince of 
Wales sits in an impossible baby-chair, a grim nurse 
holding him by his sash while he plays on a gigantic 
harp* 

In another, facetiously entitled, 1855 — A Scene 
in Perspective/' an endless procession of royal 
olive branches is foreshadowed, while in a third 
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to be known as " Tender Annuals," the same subject 
is dealt with hy the aid of an equally large number 
of miniature cucumber frames. In a fourth Prince 
Albert is depicted teaching his son his letters from 
a lengthjr pictorial scroll : 

A anticorn law leagues bother the nation 

B at which poor John Bull lookim great tribulation 

C stands for the Cwdi, Coostitatkm and Cxown 

D ftanda for Danid wiio wonld poH tbem an down 
• • • • • 

I an Income Tax a terriUe thing 

K cries Idd^ it down when you wUl be King ; 

and so forth; while Queen Victoria with Princess Alice 
in her arms, and the Princess Royal at her knee, looks 
on approvingly. It was at this time that colour- 
prints of the Queen, Prince Albert and their 
children walking, riding and driving, either at 
Windsor or in t^e grounds of Buckingham Palace, 
achieved a sudden and widespread popularitjr. Many 
of them, like the Windsor rear and Prince Albert's 
Stock, were made amusing by some " practical 
feature.* The newly born Princess was baptized 
in due course on June 6. " Mr. Punch just about 
this time manages to fall foul of the grant of arms 
to the Prince of Wales which had disturbed the 
equanimi^ of Mr. Charles Greville.t We are told 
that : ** Among the items of extravagance for the 
past year is one of ^55 1 3/. 6d, for altering the Prince 
of Wales's Arms. We presume this must refer 
to the necessary enlargement of the sleeves of all 
His Royal Highness's frocks. It is a curious fact 
that as the sleeve comes down only an inch below 
the shoulder, His Royal Highness is literally out 
of elbows." 

A little later it is announced that Some sensa- 

• Sec anU, p. 85. t Sec anie, p. 109. 

>J7 



Digitized by Google 



The Boyhood of a Great King 

tion has been caused in the royal household by an 
order recently issued by command of her Majesty. 
It is well known that the Queen and Prince Albert 
are early risers and every morning at 9 o'clock 
they invariably attend prayers in the chapel at 
which the ladies and women of the bed-K:hamber» 
maids-of-honour and all domestics are strictly en- 
joined to attend, excepting only those who are, 
as it is termed, in ' dose ' waiting.' On Snnda^r 
also it is expected that all in the royal household 
attend Divine service twice in the new chapel." 

The political outlook once more becomes gloomy. 
A projected visit to Ireland has to be abandoned 
on account of the disturbed state of the country, 
and another proposed trip to Walmer also falls 
throuffh. In July Prince Albert goes alone to 
Bristol (in the new and ornate saloon provided hj 
the Directors of the Great Western Railway for 
the use of the Queen)* to witness the launch of the 
Great Britain steamship which was expected to 
effect something very like a commercial revolution. 
The following brief record of a Sunday at Windsor 
(August 1843) reminds one forcibly of Fanny 
Bumey's small talk of half a century previously : 

"Windsor, Sunday, August 6. — ^This morning 
Her Majesty and Prince Albert attended Divine 
service at the chapel in the park In the afternoon 
Her Majesty and Prince Albert, vidth the whole of 

the distinguished guests and suite, walked out on 

the grand promenade on the Terrace. The bands 
of the 1st Lifeguards and the ist Coldstream 
Guards were present and the attendance was very 
numerous. The Prince of Wales, the Princess Alice 

* Noir idqpited along widi ocbcr mend sdtcs of the htomd, 
gauge to tlie histoiical auueimi at SwindoD. 
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A Marine Excursion 

and the Princess Royal appeared at the windows 
of the Victoria Tower. Amongst the guests were 
the King of Hanover, Prince Alexander of Orangei 

During the following week the Queen and Prince 
Albert go to Stowe, and the birthday of the latter 
on August 26 is the signal for the usual homely 
rejoicings at \^^indsor. A little later the Queen 
started with Prince Albert on a marine excursion 
to the beautiful west coast for which she always 
entertained an unfeigned admiration. Her Majesty 
did Dot land either at Weymouth or Portland, but 
the Mayor of Weymouth * paid his dutiable respects 
to the Queen on board the royal yacht. 

The now forgotten " Rebecca " riots in Wales 
gave " Mr. Punch one more opportunity of acting 
the candid friend and an amusing article appears 
which John Leech heads with a delightful vignette 
portrait of the two-year-old Heir Apparent. 

** The State of Wales. 

^'We have been given to understand that the 
Dowager Lady Lyttelton has not been insensible 
to the necessity of explaining to the Prince of Wales 
the unhappy condition of the locality from which 

his Royal Highness derives his title. Her ladyship, 
we believe, introduced the subject in the following 
delicate manner : * Ah do they ai^ltate his little 
principality, and ruffle his little feathers for him, 
a dear I Does Miss Becca pull down the nasty 
turnpikes i ' — and so forth." 

These remarks did not presumably vary the daily 
routine for which Lady Lvttelton was responsible 
at the Brighton Pavilion, where the Prince of Wales 

• Mr. A. W. Horsfofd. 
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and his sisters had gone for the benefit of the pure 
sea air in the efficacy of which both the Queen and 
her husband were always firm believers. 

Tlie pilgrimage by sea to the Chateau cl'Eu, 
undertaken doubtless by her Majesty from motives 
of high expedience, does not come within the scope 
of this book. Louis Philippe was never popular 
in England, and the caricatures it gave rise to were 
not characterised by the usual kindly spirit shown 
to the young Queen* It is to be hoped that H. H. 
their author was not H. B. Some very beautiful 
illustrations of the great picnic " (which proved 
much more successful and enjoyable than was ex- 
pected) appeared both in London and Paris. " Mr. 
Punch" proved quite equal to the occasion. There 
was no sting of bitterness in the sketch (possibly 
by Thackeray) of " Young France '* (the Comte 
de Paris in uniform) and Young England (the 
Prince of Wales — with the traditional gigantic 
plume of feathers), or in the dialogue : 

" Young England. Ah ! pariez-vous is that 
you ? 

"Young France. Oui, Monsieur Vales. 

"Young E. What, you want to play at soldiers 
again do you i You've forgotten Waterloo, parlez* 
vous i 

Young F. No Mons Vales. I thank you for 
reminding me of that injury. 

** Young E. Pshaw! injury — lias not it made us 
friends, parlez-vous ? 

** Young F. Visiting acquaintances if you please, 
Mons Vales. Ah ! there is another wrong never 
to be forgotten. 

" YouNC E. What do you mean I 
Young F. Remember £u I 
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Young E. I was not there^ — it was my mamma, 
the Queen, who visited your grandad. 

"Young F. True — but that devastating invasion 
of my native land — my beloved France — can never 
be expunged from my memory, or that of the 
Editor of the Natimud. Listen to the inquiries 
of that noble but parsimonious patriot, * What has 
become of the gigantic cheeses which the* King 
(** my grandad imported from England ? ' I make 
the same inquiry. Let your mamma answer it.'* 

A patriotic French paper had preferred against 
the R&i Bourgeois the grave indictment of having 
imported sundry Chesmre cheeses and barrels of 

porter for the delectation of his guests. 

The heal til of the Prince of Wales in the first 
years of liis life was reported to be delicate, and the 
air of lirigliton seems to have done wonders for Iiim. 
The Queen and Prince Albert joined their children 
there at the conclusion of their French visits bring- 
ing with them the Prince de joinville, whose face 
and whiskers always proved a fortune to caricaturists 
on both sides of the Channel. Later in the year 
it was whispered that the Prince of Wales was to 
return there, and Mr. Punch makes the following 
comments on the current report : 

" It is stated in the papers that if the Prince of 
Wales goes for his health to Brighton, two com- 
panies of Grenadiers vrill be sent to attend on his 
Royal Highness. Punch begs leave to propose that 

the company of his own Granny dear — the Duchess 
of Kent of course — would be far more conducive 
to the Prince of Wales's comfort and convenience." 

The " Haut Ton " items of news from Brighton 
are sufficiently amusing : 

** At 7.30 on Saturday morning, September 9, 
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Prince Albert rode to Kemptown unattended, and 
bathed in the sea from one of Cheeseman's machines. 

September ii.— The Prince of Wale$ and his 
royal sisters take a carriage airing in the morning 

to Shoreham, and in the afternoon to Rotting- 
deane. The Princess Royal and Princess Alice will, 
it is expected, leave for Windsor next Tuesday on 
which day their royal parents are expected to return 
from Ostend. The Prince of Wales^ it is said, will 
remain at Brighton for some time/* 

Prince Albert is now (October 1843) sufficiently 
occupied with the cares of his Flemish farm* at 
Winasor, and some salutary reforms in the uniform 
of the British soldier. Mr. Punch accordingly 
makes the Prince of Wales figure in two amusing 
and quite innocuous cartoons. In the first he is 
seen in his father's studio, while the unlucky ** in- 
fantry iiat " (doubtless a mucli-nccded and highly 
sanitary improvement) is poetically addressed : 

" And look at the beautiful Infantry hat 
Did aught ever bear a resemblance to that ? 
With its side ventilation, intended, 'tis said. 
To keep all the soldiers quite cool m the head.** 

A week or so later appeared " Prince Albert the 
British Farmer." He is made to wear a smock- 
frock emblazoned mth the royal arms, while the 

Prince of Wales munches a turnip, and the Queen 

gives milk hot from the cow to one of her daughters. 

The birthday of the Prince of Wales was feud 
this year [ 1 843] at Windsor. The following account 
is given of the proceedings : This being the anni- 
versary of the Prince of Wales's birthday the ist 

* The Flemiih firm, Windaor Great Park, originallf eitibliihed 
in 1798 by George III., was aeglected by George IV., taken up 
again by wiUiam IV. and finally made a great PKcm of by Fdnce 
Albert. 
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Another Birthday 

Regiment of Lifeguards under the command of 

Colonel Hall, and tht 2nd Battalion of Grenadier 
Guards, under Commander Home, marched into 
the Home Park at lo o'clock this morning. The 
Lifeguards formed the right angle and the Grenadier 
Guards the centre and left angle immediately below 
the south Terrace. Shortly afterwards the Queen 
and Prince Albert, leading the Prince of Wales, 
came on the grounds by a subterranean passage 
to the Grand Parterre, accompanied by Prince 
and Piincess Hohcnlohc, and their attendants. 
The troops presented aims, and the band played 
* God save the Queen.' Her Majesty wore 
a green striped satin dress, with white bonnet, 
and the prince was dressed in his hunting costume. 
Colonel Home, the senior officer, took command 
of both regiments and gave the word to fire a ffu 
ig joiey which was done by the Grenadier Guards. 
After firing the third time both regiments ordered 
arms, caps off and gave three cheers. A poem 
was published on the occasion of the anniversary, 
concluding with the three following verses ; 

* Bot then the hm ol Branmnck'i Uae, 

Whom a gnat Empire fondly haik ; 
j Whose inn will rise when ours decline. 

We greet thee Albert, Prince of Walet. 

The sword of the Blick Prince be thine, 
And thine Great Henry's kindly soul. 
To rule our line with sway benign. 
And know none save the law's contn^ 

' Bright if the scene— the royal flag 
In prouder blazon seems displayed — 

The cannon roars — and flies the stag 
Startled through hoary winter's glades 
Peer and peasant,— castle, cot — 
All bless tJie royal Mother's smiles ; 
Less happy in her sovereign lot 
Tlian af matron of the British Ittet. 
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Mftf duty guide the Monaidi-CiuUy 

May science o'er his boyliood ffcm, 
Maj manhood's passion stern and wild 
Ne*er strew for him a path of woe 

Blessing and blessed, may give old n^e^ 
' And when from life hh name departs 

• ■ May it shine out in history's page 
^ And treasured in the People's hearts.' " 

Christmas/' the same chronicler continues, 
'^was kept as usual at Windsor. On the retnm 
of the royal pair from their afternoon drive her 

Majesty and Prince Albert very unexpectedly paid 
a visit to the royal kitchen for the purpose of in- 
specting several splendid joints of beet previous to 
being cooked, the produce of beasts fattened on the 
farm of the Prince Consort in Windsor Great Park. 
Several Cochin China pullets and other poultrjr 
intended for the royal table were also inspected by 
the Queen and Prince, and greatly admired. The 
banquet took place in the grand dining-room, the 
chief dish, according to old English custom, bein^ 
a splendid baron of beef, nearly four feet Iohl,', 
between two and three feet in width, and weighing 
nearly i8o lbs. There was likewise placed upon 
one of the side-tables the hump of the Brahmin 
oz presented to Her Majesty by Viscount Comber* 
mere, and slaughtered at the Royal Dairy in the 
latter part of last month. The hump weighed 
28 lbs., and was cured after the most approved 
fashion under the immediate superintendence of 
the royal purveyor. It possessed a most delightful 
flavour, and was greatly admired by Her Majesty's 
guests." 

Prince Albert is now evidently rapidly gaining 
ground in public opinion. On January 6 [i 844] the 
lUustraUd London News publishes his portrait with 
some highly laudatory verses in his honour. A few 
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Mr, Barnum and Tom Thumb 



days are spent at Qaremont as tMal, and towards 
the end of the n^onth we are informed that the 

usual " routine of healthful exercises has been 
observed at Windsor Castle during the week. Her 
"Majesty and the infantine members of the royal 
family frequently take carriage drives, while Prince 
Albert has addicted himself with increasing avidity 
to sports of the field." 

In March an elaborately carved arm-chair made 
of Norfolk oak (not a particularly useful present 
one would think for a child rising three) is pre-* 
sented to the Prince of Wales. In April the King 
and Queen of the Belgians visit Queen Victoria at 
Buckingham Palace, and the Princess Royal as well 
as the Prince of Wales witnessed the performances 
of '* Tom Thumb," otherwise known as Charles 
H. Stratton. The astute P. T« Barnum was .then 
winning his spurs as the greatest showman of the 
century, and he flooded the market with pamphlets 
and pictures (including a good many portraits of 
P. r. Barnum) dealing with the acliicvemcnts uf 
the American dwarf at Buckingham Palace on 
March 23 and April i, 1844. The plume of the 
Prmce of Wales occupies a prominent place in most 
of Mr. Barnum's pictorial productions, both plain 
and coloured. The American man-in-miniature 
(the word dwarf was far too commonplace for the 
vocabulary of pufi) became the rage of the hour, 
and all London followed in the Queen's footsteps. 
It is diiiu Lilt to credit Mr. Barnum's veracity as 
to the number and value of the presents showered 
by his royal patrons (King Leopold, (Juecn Louise, 
and Queen Adelaide as well as Queen Victoria 
and Prince Albert) on the fortunate midget. " Mr. 
Punch " .scented a dangerous rival in Mr. Barnum, 
and a fortnight later proceeded to denounce the 
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favours ^Mavished on the American Tom Thumb, 

whose astounding genius is to measure in his boots 
five-and-twenty inches." The Chronicle appears 
to have given an elaborate account of the second 
performance of Tom Thumb at Buckingham Palace : 

We learn that at the conclusion of the entertain- 
ment Her Majesty the Queen was pleased to 
present to the General^ with her own hand, a superb 
souvenir of the most exquisite handicraft, manu- 
factured of mother-of-pearl and mounted with 
gold and precious stones. On one side were the 
Royal initials V.R. and crown, and on the reverse 
bouquets of flowers in emeralds and rubies. In 
addition to this splendid gift Her Majesty subse- 
quently presented the General with a beautiful 
gold pencil«case with his initials, and coat-of-arms, 
on the emerald surmounting the case, accompany- 
ing the royal souvenir with an expression of Her 
Majesty's high gratification at the versatile talents 
of the General, and also complimenting Mr. Barnum, 
his guardian, on the aptness of his pupil. The 
General then made his conge amidst the congratula- 
tions of the royal party. Tom Thumb's persona- 
tion of the Emperor Napoleon appears to have 
elicited much mirth, the Queen of Belgium^ a 
daughter of Louis Philippe, being amongst the 
audience. This was followed by a representation 
of the Grecian statues, after which the General 
danced a hornpipe and sang several comic songs.'* 

In Punch's Almanack for 1844, under the title 
the Royal Gleaners," another hit is made at the 
Flemish farm as well as at the simple life led by 
the Queen nt Windsor. History was repeating itself^ 
only happily John Leech sat in the seat of James 
Giliray, 

Now occurs the first mention of Osborne, destined 
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On the Shores of the Solent 

during the next lew years to play a very important 

Eart in the upbringing of the heir to the throne and 
is brothers and sisters. The original house on the 
Osborne estate was wholly inadequate for the ac- 
commodation of a Court even on the most modest 
scale, and the following paragraph of what would 
have been called forty years later *^ society news 
speab for itself : 

" The Royal Nursery. — ^While Her Majesty and 
Prince Albert are inhaling the invigorating and 
genial sea breeze, and rusticating at Osborne in 
the Isle of Wight, the royal progeny will be domi- 
ciled at the picturesque seat at Eaglehurst, which 
has been selected in the marine interests of the royal 
infants. The stately tower of Eaglehurst is not far 
from Calshot Castle in the Southampton river, 
commanding beautiful sea views in all directions, 
and is surrounded with royal plantations* It was 
formerly the seat of the Earl of Cavan and originally 
built by Temple Luttrell* The loftv tower of 
Eaglehnrst is weU known as LuttreU's Folly*'' 

Prince Albert at this juncture paid a flying visit 
to his native country but is soon back again, and 
early in May accompanies the Queen when she pays 
an official visit to the Royal Academy.* lUustra* 
tions are now published of the eight frescoes by 
British artists on the walls of the Buckingham 
Palace pavilion, the neighbourhood of which is 
** enlivened by the presence of a number of foreign 
birds which are special favourites with the royal 
children." Charles Kemble gave a private reading 
of Cymbelim at Buckingham Palace towards the 
end of the month (May), but the royal children 

• Many details of the " Academy " of 1844, arc given ill tlw 
remmiscenccs of Mr. W. P. Frith (see anU^ p. 81). 
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were not present. Neither that nor the visits of tKe 
King of Saxony :md the Emperor of Russia were 
allowed to disturb the daily airings " so bene&cial 
to their health and vigour. 

At the end of July the arrival of the indispensable 
Mrs. Lilly at Windsor is recorded, and the public 
learn a few days later that " two engines to be 
attached to special trains have been commanded to 
be kept in constant readiness with their steam up 
both day and night at the Paddington terminus 
of the G.W.R. (the famous railway to the West was 
already familiarly known by those three initials), to 
start at 5 minutes' notice for the Slough station for 
the purpose of conveying the Great OflScers of State 
to VViudsor CaLilc on their being summoned from 
Town on tfu jntcrcsting and auspicious occasion 
of the accouciicmcnt of Her Majesty. A powerful 
alarum has just been fixed at the Galvanic Tele* 
graphy office at Paddington communicating with 
the telegraph office at Slough for the purpose of 
arousing the attendant who sleeps at the office, in 
the event of a telegraphic message reaching the 
Terminus from Windsor during the night. A 
trusted person has also been appointed to remain 
in attendance at the Slough Station throughout 
the whole of the night* It is computed that a 
message can be sent from Windsor to Slough in 
25 minutes."* 

The Queen's second son and fourth child was bom 
at Windsor in the early morning of August 6, 1 844, 
and the projected telegraphic arrangements appear 
to have worked admirably. ^' At two minutes past 

• This dispeb the legend tliat the first pracucal use of telegraphy 
was to facilitate the arrest of Tawell, the Salt HiU murderer, in 1845. 
On the oontray it vm dkariy employed in 1844 to announce the 
birth of a Rojral Prince. 
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six we are told, a measenger was despatched 
from the Castle to Slough, and the inteUigence com-' 
municated to the Cabinet in Town hy means of 

the electro-magnetic telegraph within ii minutes. 
The first special which reached Slough from Pad- 
dington arrived at the station at 23 minutes past 
8 o'clock, having performed the 18^ miles in exactly 
18 minutes, being at the extraordinarv rate of more 
than 60 miles an hour. The second special train 
from Paddington, which brought down Sir Robert 
Peel and Lord Stanley, reached Slough at 40 minutes 
past 8. His Grace the Duke of Wellington arrired 
in a third special train performing the distance 
from Paddington to Slough in 17+ minutes.'* 

The Illustrated London News is pardonably 
enthusiastic : 

This issue gives an illustration of the electric 
telegraph station at Slough and more information 
of the extraordinary feat accomplished on the 
occasion of the birth of the Duke of Edinburgh. 
The messenger reached Slough station within 
eight minutes of his departure from the Castle, 
viz., 10 past 6 o'clock, and although Mr. Russell, 
the gentleman who has charge of the telegraph 
office, and Mr, Howell had to be called from their 
beds, yet such was the admirable* nature of the 
arrangements made and the extreme rapidity with 
which they were carried out that within three 
minutes of the information reaching SIou^ Station 
the telegraph was not only at work but a comnmnica- 
tion was despatched to Paddington and an acknow- 
ledgment of its receipt returned to Slough, and this 
was all accomplished within 11 minutes of the 
departure of the special messenger from the Castle. 
Upon the departure of each of the three special 
trains conveying the Cabinet Ministers and Great 
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Officers of State from Faddington the fact was 
instantly telegraphed to Slough, so that at that 

station not an instant was lost upon the arrival of 
the Ministers, &c., in their proceeding in the Queen's 
and Royal Hotel carriages to the royal residence 
at Windsor. This telegraph has been constructed 
for the Great Western Railway by Mr. Coolce. 
Instead of laying the conducting wires in iron 
tubing he suspended them in the open air from 
lofty poles, the advantages of which are at once 
manifest. The telegraph is available for the 
public for the transmission of messages and replies, 
and the apparatus may be inspected, though at 
the exhibition charge of li. each person. On the 
above date also were performed some wonders of 
railway travelling. The journey from Slough to 
Faddington Terminus was accomplished in less 
time than the distance had ever previously been 
traversed by special trains of the G.W.R. The 
i8f miles only occupied 15 min. 10 secs.^ or up- 
wards of 70 miles an hour." 

The further increase of the Royal family by the 
birth of the Duke of Edinburgh explains Leech's 
cartoon in the issue of August 17, l^4> based on 
the old nurserv story of the old woman who lived 
in the shoe, it is entitled A royal nursery rhyme 
for i860," and underneath it ran the lines : 

4t There was a rich lady that lived in a shoe. 
She had so many children that the dida' t Imow what to do.*' 

In the paper of the previous week had appeared 
a parody of the GaT^ette^ surmounted by the royal 
arms : 

Her Majesty's AccotFCHBMSNT. 

Putub has had command to announce that in 
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celebration of the birth of the infant Duke of 
York (" Mr. Punch " here ran a serious risk of losing 
his old reputation as a true prophet) roast beef 
and plum pudding will be distributed on Sunday 
next to the inmates of every Poor Law Union 
thronghout the KLingdom. Underneath are these 
words : Fivant Regina et frinceps.^* 

In the issue of August 17 a picture is also given of 
the Duke of Wellington in a hackney coach hasten- 
ing, presumably to Paddington Station, on the occa- 
sion of the Queen's confinement. Another cartoon 
portrays the Queen and Prince Albert inspecting 
two large bee-hives in the neighbourhood of Windsor 
Oistle : According to an excerpt from a morning 
paper these hives are so constructed that the honev 
may be removed without destroying the bees. 
It is also stated in a short article " these hives have 
been expressly fitted up for the instruction of the 
Prince of Wales, whose dawning mind will, we trust, 
receive and appreciate the wholesome political and 
social lesson which they so unequivocally convey.** 

The Court remams at Windsor, the usual 
ftUs marking the twenty-fifth birthday of Prince 
Albert. Mrs. Lilly takes her departure, and both 
the Prince of Wales and his father receive presents 
of fishing-rods from a certain Mr. Little, who is at 
once appointed fishing-rod maker to Prince Albert. 
The Prince of Wales's rod is described as fitted in 
a richly ornamented case, enclosing a variety of 
leads, floats, &c., with the Prince of Wales's feathers 
highly wrought at the end in frosted silver. As 
might be expected this is too severe a trial for the 
patience of the observant ^ Mr. Punch/* who, on 
September 7, thus disposes of the Royal Rods ** : 

*^ A paper states that two splendid fishing-rods 
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have been presented to Prince Albert dnd ilie riince 
of Wales. The construction of the rod intended 
for the infant Prince is quite different from what 
has been stated. It is composed of a number of 
slender twigs of that ornament of our woods and 
forests the birch, bound together at one end so as 
to form a handle with gold and silver wire. We 
may ako assert that it has not been put into the 
Prince of Wales's hands at all, but into the hands 
of his royal papa, whom wc believe has for the 
present passed it on to Lady Lyttelton with in- 
structions to use when required." 

On the previous day (September 6, 1844) the 
newly born Prince was baptized in the Private 
Chapel at Windsor by the names of Alfred Ernest 
Albert, his sponsors beinr^ Prince George of Cam- 
bridge,* represented by his father, the Prince of 
Leiningen (for whom the Duke of Wellington stood 
proxy), and the Duchess of Saxe-Coburg and Gotha. 
On tJus occasion Queen Victoria made the following 
note in her journal :t 

The scene in the chapel was very solemn, and 
the organ has always a moving effect on me. To 
see these two children [the Princess Royal and the 
Prince of Wales] there too, seemed such a dream 

lo me. May God bless them all, poor little things 
and that our youngest really may be as good as Ins 
beloved father was my fervent prayer during the 
service, as always tor all of them.'* 

Amongst those present on this occasion was the 
future Emperor of Germany, then Prince William 
of Prussia. 

• The late Dule of Cambridge. 

t " Life oi liie Pnncc Consort," by Sir Theodore iManm, voL i. 
p. 233. 
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A Second Scotch Trip 

The Queen had made up her mind to pay another 
visit to Scotland. On the day of her departure 
for Blair Athol, accompanied by Prince Albert 
and the Princess Royal (Monday, September 9)» 
Her Majesty writes thus in her journal : 

« We got up at a quarter to six. We breakfasted. 
Mama came to take leave of us. Alice and the baby 
[Prince Alfred, not yet quite five weeks old] were 
brought in, poor little things, to wish us *good- 
by/ Then good Bertie [name by which the Prince 
of Wales 18 always called in his family] came down 
to see us and Vicky [Princess Royal] appealed 
as voyageuse and was all impatience to go.'* 

In the Scottish trip Mr. Punch soon finds 
further opportunities for indulging his merriment. 
First comes another royal proclamation, " supposed 
to have been issued on Her Majesty's arrival : 

Whereas on each and every one of our royal 
movements it has been and is the custom of sundry 

weakly disposed per^uns, known as our own corre- 
spondents, our private correspondents, and others, 
to write and cause to be printed absurd and ioolish 
language touching ourselves, our royal Consort 
and our beloved babies, it is our and pleasure 
that such foolish practices, tending as they do to 
bring royalty into contempt, shall be discontinued, 
and that from henceforth all vain, silly and syco- 
phantic verbiage shall cease, and good, straight- 
forward simple English be used m all descriptions 
of the progresses of ourselves, our royal Consort 
and our dearly beloved children. Given at Blair 
Athol, September 16, 1844. Signed, Victoria 
Regina." 

Great fun is also made of such reports of the 
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special correspondents as the followmg : The 
Princess Royal, young though she be, is not slow 
in these things to imitate her royal mother. Not 
a child in all broad Scotland likes better to lunch 
on milk and oaten cake or dine on broth/' " Meeting 
the young son of Lord Glenl^on the other dajr in 
the Castle Avenue she told him how much she liked 
his tartan dress, and that it was tlie same as worn 
by the Prince of Wales." Here is another specimen 
of these harmless trivialities, which " Mr. Punch ** 
ascribes to his natural enemy, the special Jenkins. 
*'The Princess Royal, mounted on her Shetland 
ponjr and attended by a groom and servant, always 
accompanies Her Majesty and the Prince in their 
morning walk through the grounds of the royal 
palace, and the royal parents are frequently seen 
to stop and listen with alternations of interest and 
amusement to the naive observations of the youthful 
Princess on the novelty of the objects which meet 
her view at every instance." 

Meanwhile the Prince of Wales, the Princess 
Alice, and Prince Alfred are once more enjoy* 
ing the invigorating breezes of Brighton. Laay 
Lyttdton is there of course, and Mr. Brown, a 
Windsor surgeon, was in attendance during tlie 
journey thither, now accomplished entirely by train. 
The " Court Newsman " follows the doings of 
Lady Lyttelton and her charges at Brighton with, 
an omniscience which is really extraordinary : 

September 21.— The Queen is expected to 
return to Windsor, but will probably first pay a 
visit to the royal children at Brighton. Mr. Brown 

pays frequent professional visits to the royal family 
at the Pavilion to keep Her Majesty informed of 
the health of the children. 
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Once more at Brighton 

The Royal Children. — ^The Prince of Wales 
and the Princess Alice are at Brighton under the 
care of the Dowager Lady Lyttelton. The^ were 
taken on the pier on Frida/, when they amused 
themselves for some time by running about. 

^^The Monkey y one of ii.M. steam vessek^ has 
proceeded to Brighton to take furniture from the 
royal Pavilion to the Isle of Wight. We are 
happy to announce that the Prince of Wales, 
Princess Alice and Prince Alfred continue in 
excellent health. The royal infants are taken 
for carriage airings daily on the cliff and the 
jrounger ones occasionally take pedestrian exercise 
on the chain pier attended by the Dowager Lady 
Lyttelton." 

The temptation to speak of the return visit of 

King Louis Philippe and Queen Am6lie to the Queen 
at VVindsor (October) must be resisted. John Leech 
is quite equal to the occasion. In a most amusing 
cartoon he depicts " Mr. Punch " as the " head- 

Ecificator of Europe," inviting the " Citizen 
lUg " and Queen Victoria, attirod as children, to 
embrace. In one of the illustrations of the Windsor 
gaieties Prince Albert seems to be presenting his 
three elder children to the King of the French 
in the " Crimson Drawing-room." The husband 
of the Queen made a deep impression on the father- 
in-law of " LJncle Leopold," and Her Majesty 
wrote in evident delight : " He (Louis Philippe) 
spoke in the highest terms of Albert — ' Oh he 
will do wonders; he is so wise. He does not 
go too fast. He will always give you good 
advice.' " 

The " royal infants " play no part either in the 
inaugmation of the Royal Exchange or the visit 

^5 



Digitized by Google 



The Boyhood of a Great King 

of their parents to Burgliley. By the time the 
third birthday of the Prince of Waies arrives, he is 
constantly described as taking out-door exercise 
on his Shetland pony. Mens sana in corfote san§ 
evidently was one of the Prince Consort's Golden 
Rules.'* 
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WHO SHALL EDUCATE THE PRINCE OF WALES? 

THE GOOD ADVICE OF PHILOSOPHERS, PEDAGOGUES, 
PAMPHLETEERS, PROFESSORS AND MR. PUNCH 

1840-1845 

There is a sdf-evident contradiction between the 
proverb about the wisdom inherent in many coun- 
sellors (so conspicuous on the original encaustic 
tiles of the present Houses of Parliament) and the 

more homely dictum as to the foolishness of employ- 
ing too many cooks in the confection of broth. It 
was certainly a fortunate thing, as far as the des- 
tinies of England and the history-making of this 
twentieth century are concerned, that the latter 
prevailed in the case of the upbringing of King 
Edward VII. More than a year before his birth 
the far-seeing and sagacious Stockmar thus writes to 
the youthful husband of Queen Victoria : 

" Impress upon Anson the necessity of conducting 
this affair (the selection of a nurse) with the greatest 
conscientiousness and circumspection, /or a matfs 
gducMii&n begins the first day of bis life, and a lucky 
choice I regard as the greatest and finest gift we 
can bestow on the expected stranger." 

This excellent advice sank deep into the hearts 
of those to whom it was addressed, for in the all- 
important matter of the early training of their 
children Queen Victoria, Prince Albert, and their 
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trusted adviser were, from the first, of one mind. 
The Prince of Wales was not quite four months 
old when the question of his future formed the 
subject of the gravest discussion. On March 6, 
i842» Baron Stockmar again takes up his pen in 
the best interests of common sense : 

Good education cannot begin too soon. . . . 
The first truth by which the Queen and the Prince 
ought to be thoroughly penetrated is, that their 
position is a more difficult one than that of any 
other parents in the kingdom ; because the Royal 
children ought not only to be brought up to be 
moral characters but also fitted to discharge success- 
fully the arduous duties that may eventuaUy devolve 
upon them as future Sovereigns. 1 1 once the magni- 
tude of the parental responsibility of the Sovereigns 
to their children, for upon the conscientious dis- 
charge of this responsibility will depend hereafter 
the peace of mind and happiness of themselves 
and their family, and» as far as the prosperity and 
happiness of a nation depend upon the personal 
character of its Sovereign, the welfare of England. 

" To this day England reveres the memory of 
George III. as the great upholder of the domestic 
virtues. History already takes the liberty of judg- 
ing of his merits as a Sovereign, but it remains 
unanimous in its praise of his private virtues. But 
George III. either did not properly understand his 
duties as a parent or he neglected them. Three of 
his sons, George IV., the Duke of York, and William 
IV., were brought up and educated in England. 
The Dukes of Kent, of Cumberland, of Sussex, and 
of Cambridge received the greater part of their edu- 
cation on the Continent. The errors committed by 
George IV., the Duke of York and William Iv. 
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belong alread}r to the domain of Iiistory. Un- 
fortunately the errors of these Princes were of the 

most glaring kind, and wc can find their explanation 
only in the supposition that their tutors were either 
incapable of grafting on their minds during youth 
the principles of truth and morality, or that they 
most culpably neglected their duties, or were not 
supported in them hy the Royal parents/* 

Baron Stockmar never hesitated to use plain 
language, but it seems doubtful whether he had 
grasped all the patent absurdities and incon- 
gruities of the system of education carried on at 
the Bower Lodge, Kew, between 1770 and lySo,* 
While generously crediting George III. with the 
possession of the domestic virtues, he seems to forget 
that " domesticity " counted for little or notliing 
in the rearing of his sons. Queen Victoria assented 
^^cntTally to all the opinions of this frank and out- 
spoken adviser, but she hardly relished the strictures 
on the " Good old Sailor King," whose wild-oats 
had been forgotten and forgiven before he came 
to the throne, and whose manner of life after his 
marriage contrasted so favourably with that of his 
predecessor. Queen Victoria always entertained 
a kindly recollection of the husbandf of " Great- 
aunt Adelaide " (as her children soon learned to 
call their friend and correspondent). The Queen 
and Prince Albert took time fully to discuss and 
consider the advice which had thus been tendered 

• Sec ant^f p. 45. 

f Since the death of Oueen Virtona a very touching account of 
the latter days of King Wiiliaiii ius been wriucn and published by 
the Countess of Munster. ["My Memories and MisceUanies.'* 
London : Evdeigfa Nash, July 1904.] After leading this book one 
can fealiie tlie force of the qnite f^ht too^" written by the kte 
Queen opposite Baron Stodonai's somewhat mordant critidami. 
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them by the most disinterested " of men, and on 
March 24 the Queen thos writes to Lord Melbourne 
from Windsor : 

Stockmar says, and very justly^ that our occupa- 
tions prevent us from managing these affairs as much 
our own selves as other parents can, and therefore 
we must have some one in whom to place implicit 

confidence. He says, a lady of rank and title with 
a sub-governess would be the best. But where to 
find a person so situated fit for the place, and, if fit, 
one who will consent to shut herself up m the nursery 
and entirely from society, as she must if she is really 
to superintend the whole, and not accept the office, 
as in my case. Princess Charlotte's ana my aunt's, 
merely for the title, which would be only a source 
of annoyance and dispute ? 

** My fear is that even if such a woman were to 
be found, she would consider herself not as only 
responsible to the Prince and Queen, but more to 
the country and nation and public, and I feel she 
ought to be responsible only to us and we to the 
country and nation*'^ 

Lord Melbourne entirely concurred in the view 
that a lady of rank should be at the head of the 
establishment. A person of good condition would 
better understand the precise nature, duties, and 
responsibility of her place and would be more likely 
to fulfil ana observe them.** 

Lady Lyttelton was now (1842) appointed Pre- 
ceptress and is henceforth generally described as 
** Preceptress to the Princess Royal.*' 

Early in 1843, and long before the second birth- 
day of the Heir to the Throne, a pamphlet 
appeared which attracted a larger share of public 

* Seep. iz$^4mit, 
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attention than it deserved, and certainly far more 
than the author expected. Here is its title>page : 

WHO SHOULD EDUCATE THE PRINCE OF WALES? 

** Qu'tl fuissi fatre iouus c hoses , ft n'aim d laire 

que Us bonnes.** 

MoifTAIGNl 

*.* Though some may make slight of pamphlets, yet you 
may see by them how the wind sits ; as, take a straw, 
and throw it up into the air, you shall see by that 
.which way the wind is, which you ihall not do by 
cafting up « ftooe $ OMwe tolid tfaiM do not ihoir 
tlie romplffTioit of die tunei to wdi m biOadi and 
panipUetf -JoRH Sildin. 

LONDON 

EI FINGHAM WILSON 
x8 Biahop^te Street Within 

The modesty of the dedication on the follomng 
page needs no comment* 

To die 

QUEENS MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY, 

as, next to her people, m(»t interested in this momentous 
question, the auuior presumes to offer these honest, 
though, pa>haps, ill-ea piew a d thoughts, with eieijr 
} leeling of proper respect lor her Royal office^ ttttth- 
ment to her pettooy and edmuatkniof her Tirtuet. 

Before turning to the Effingham Wikon pamphlet 
for the brief consideration it merits, it should be 
noted that a short time before its appearance the 

following paragraph appeared in the Jimes (June 27, 
1843): 

*^Tax Prince of Wain's Tutor 

" We beliere we may mention upon pretty good 

authority that the individual who has been chosen 
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by Her Majes^ and Prince Albert to fill this bigblj 
important ana most responsiUe appointment^ u 
the Ven. Samuel Wilberforce, M^A., Archdeacon 
of Surrey, and one of the Chaplains in Ordinarr 

to H.R.H. Prince Albert." 

Was there any unrevealed connection between 
the paragraph and the pamphlet ? It was in August 
1843 that the Effingham Wilson pamphlet appeared, 
and it was on September 2, 1S43, that Mr. Punch " 
dealt with the subject under the same title and with 
Leech's most amusing sketch Punch as Tutor to 
the Prince.'' * It was its attractive title which made 
the fortune of a pamphlet which may be described 
as a panorama of pompous platitudes and self- 
evident commonplaces. Had the candidature of 
the future Bishop of Oxford and Winchester any- 
thing to do with the following sonorous sentence : 
*' What is education ? I agree with Plato — ^it 
is to teach the boy what he ought to do when he 
becomes a man (who ever doubted it i). The educa- 
tion of a subject concerns only his rehtives, that 
of a monarch is the affair of his people (a sufficiently 
weU-ascertained truism). I think the Prince's 
education should be entrusted neither to a statesman 
nor a churchman. Though I would desire our 
future King to listen with attention and profit to 
the dignitaries of the Church, no churchman must 
teach him to rule— the world has seen enough of 
that. • . . The instructor I should choose £ould 
have a mind so truly devoted to the adoration of 
truth, that he could not possibly belong to any 
party, or, in other words, be a partisan. To the 

* See pamphlet pubUthed 1843 [Bitciili MiMniii Uiottwf^ tad 
Fmeby vol. v., July to December pp. 97-101* s clerical 
error Mr. J. Penderel-BroadKuivt v^Hia ol bodi « u ppc aii ^g is 
1846. 1^ disc it of pnmsij importancob 
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people neither of these parties can be agreeable," 
and so forth. The writer then proceeds to confess 
his partiality for " a man of letters who has passed 
through the alembic of adversity/ ' a phrase borrowed 
from another atidxor. Mr. Effingham Wilson (if 
he was, as Puncb assumes, the author as well as the 

Snblisher of the brochure) would with a cheerful 
eart consign the Heir-Apparent to the tender 
mercies of a Fenelon, a Brooke (" Gustavus Vasa ") 
or even to Mr. Dav, the priggish pedant of " Sand- 
ford and Merton fame. This ideal tutor must, 
moreover, have " a feeling heart, a gentle disposi- 
tion, a love of children, and dear and quick percep- 
tion of juv^ule character, a tact that wiU teach 
him how to mould the pliant mind, and^ although 
exercising the greatest iudulgence for their fitue 
failings, must nave withal so firm a purpose as 
never to be turned aside by their blandishments 
from carrying out a principle, or to allow that 
which is wrong to pass unheeded." After sundry 
quotations from Montaigne, who says that teachers 
should have pluUfst la UsU bun faicte qui Ugn 
fleine^ we are treated to a picture of the rrince of 
Wales studying ornithology (presumably by birds'- 
nesting) in Windsor Park, and making observations 
**in company of his Governor which would teach 
him to appreciate the struggles of vice like Tele- 
machus with Mentor or Clements in the ' Fool of 
QuaUty'" (the source of the alembic of adversity 
simile). Selden is cited in support of the conten- 
tion that the august parent of our Prince should 
keep from hb mind all pleasure derivable from wear- 
ing a military garb. He will not sit upon the throne 
as the descendant of William the Conqueror, for 
knowing that he is a king by the will of a free people 

he will date, not from io66, but from 1688." The 
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pamphleteer hys great stress on the catholicity which 

should distinguisii the views of the future Sove- 
reign : " With the King religion must be the first 
consideration. Viewing the conscientious beliefs 
of his subjects in the spirit of Christianity he must 
not be the head of a sect. There must above all 
be no *' paragraphing ' — ^no announcements^ as to 
his sayings, doings, and whereabouts **-^n injunc- 
tion whdly disregarded by contemporary editon 
both great and small who tor several years to come 
chromclcd His Royal Highness's " airings ** with 
laudable assiduity. The pamphlet was promptly 
sent to the indefatigable Stockmar, from whom it 
elicited a memorandum of real importance and 
permanent value. In this the Baron calls the atten- 
tion of Prince Albert to the transition state in 
which European opinion then was, adding tiiat 
by the time the rrince shall ascend the^ throne 
many of the maxims of government and institutions 
of society, now in the ascendency, will, according 
to present probabilities, have either entirely passed 
away, or be on the very verge of change. Time 
has satisfactorily justified the absolute truth of 
Baron Stockmar's prophecy. " If coming events,'* 
he continues, " cast their shadows before, we may, 
without presumption, say that the shadows of great 
and important changes in the social conditions of 
Great mtain are already so conspicuously written 
on the land that the changes themselves cannot be 
far distant. The great and leading question there- 
fore is — ^whether the education of the Prince should 
be one which will prepare him for approaching 
events, or one wliich will stamp, perhaps indelibly, 
an impression of the sacred character of all gyiftHng 
institutions in his youthful mind, and teach him 
that to resist change is to serve at once the cause 
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of God and of his comitry* Wudoni appears 
to dictate the superior advantage of the former 
conrse. The education of the Prince should, how- 
ever, nowise tend to make liim a demagogue or a 
moral enthusiast, but a man of calm, profound, 
comprehensive understanding, imbued with a deep 
conviction of the indispensable necessity of practical 
morality to the welfare of both Sovereign ana people. 
The proper duty of the Sovereigns in this country 
is not to take the lead in change^ tnttoactasa balance^ 
wheel on the movements of the social body. When the 
whole nation^ or a large majority of it, advances, the 
King should not staiid still, but when the movement 
is too partial, irregular^ or over rapid, the Royal power 
may well be interposed to restore the pe?idulum. . . 
In discussing the religious side of the question 
Baron Stockmar says that the Prince of Wales must 
be trained in the tenets of the Church of England^ 
which the law declares to be the faith of the Royal 
Family, but he confesses himself unable to advise 
as to whether the great questions as to the ultimate 
relations between scientific discovery and revealed 
religion should be opened up. Upon one point, 
however, he is quite clear. " The Prince should be 
early taught that thrones and the social order have 
a stable foundation in the moral and inteUectual 
faculties of man; that by addressing his public 
exertions to the cultivation of these powers m his 
people, and by taking their dictates as the constant 
guide of his own conduct, he will promote^, the 
solidarity of the empire and the prosperity of his 
subjects." The pamphlet, so much discussed in 
1843, has long since been relegated to the limbo 
of things that are dean forgotten out of mind/' 
but Baron Stockmar's logical and incisive words 
have borne fruit a hundredfold. They sank deep 
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into the heart of the Queen, and in due time were 
nat loftt on the then whoU^ unconscious subject of 
such serious deliberations. 

Turning from grave to m it is scarcely necessary 
to add tlut the ever-watdiful editor of Punch did 
not miss so splendid a chance of reaping fresh hnrek 
On September 2, 1843, he assumes clerical garb, 
and is depicted as teaching the boy-prince his 
letten, while in the weekly cartoon John Leech 
puts his glass-bottle sign-manual to a picture of 
the mirth-moving hunchback clad in college cap 
and gown, with the black rod " under his arm, 
hearing a tiny child, standing on a footstool before 



panying text declares that Effingham Wilson's 

pamphlet unquestionably pointed to Mr. Punch " 
as " the only moral pedagogue for his Royal Highness 
now in petticoats. * There exists/ wrote iMr. 
Wilson, * a poet, who, did not age interfere, would be, 
as far as can be publicly known, the man. An 
elegant scholar, a poet of the highest order,' Suu 
If this be not ^ Punch ' we should like to know wb§ 
can be pointed at ? • • • : The papers should 
not prate of his whereabouts as * yesterday morn- 
ing his Royal Highness the Prince of Wales rode 
out accompanied by his equerries, &c. &c. ; ' no, 
let him and his tutor sally forth at earliest dawn 
(rather say twelve at noon : we hate early rising), 
let the latter as being the stronger, and for no 
other reason, bear the wallet of plain, cold pro- 
visions for the day. We have no objection to 
bear * the wallet ' ; which, however, shall be pro- 
vided with two sets of provisions ; the one simple 
and homely for the Prince, the other luxurious 
and toothsome for our own mature stomach. 

will have dindon aux truffcs, with hock and 
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Burgundy. The Pnnce siwU rejoice in a captain's 
biscuit (or a half-pay lieutenant's) and a polony. 
Tliis he sfaaU wasA down with frothing imperial 
pop ; and as he drinb Punch will philosophise to 
him upon his future royal rehtions,^ and so forth. 
The article concludes thus : " We have not shrunk 
from the call that has been made to us. We have 
now laid our plan of education before the Queen 
and the Country, and have no doubt whatever 
that we shall be appointed by Parliament and the 
rejoicing kingdom as Tutor to his Royal Highness 
the Prince of Wales. And when countless years 
have passed away» and the King sleeps in St. George's 
Chapel, his epitaph will be considered to contain 
all that can be said of royal dust when it shall have 
these words, ' His Tutor was Punch.'*' 

The last words occupy a neat tombstone, and then 
comes a set of verses illustrated with thumb-nail 
sketches entitled Another Proposal " : 

Who'll teach the Prince i 
I answered Punch, 

With my cap and hunch ; j 
And I'll teach the Prince. ^ 

Who'll write his books i ' J 

ly sDsvPcred BronghnH| 
With mj gooie qmU plnme ; 
And rn write hk boob. 

WIk/H mske liiin dtooo f 
I, aniweved Ped[» 
For I can turn and wliecl ; 
m make ^jancfi 

WhoTl teach him logic ? 
8^ Hume, Vrt the rights 
I can vote blaclc and white ; 
So 111 teach him logic 
»67 
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Wbo'Il teach him Haiifln y | 

I lup'd Basoo Nathan, 

'MoQgth tea-ctipth.jqgktii,«iidfatdbiii; 

I'll ttm^hf him 

Who*ll teach him writixig i 

J, Mid Lord VViUiam, 

Because a copyist with the quiU I am ; 

And I'll teach him wiitii^ 

WhoU teach him politics ? 
SddGn]iuii,thatwmi 
Tliit lie evw dde iiunr txT ; 
SoFUteichLimpoli^ 

Who'll pay the piper t 

I,MidJoh&Biin» 

On me win ccMne the pnH ; 

I Mil the piper 
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NUKSERY DAYS-FIRST LESSONS AND IMPRESSIONS* 

PARENTAL SUPERVISION 
1841-1845 

From this time forward both the Queen and Prince 
Albert took an active part in the education of their 
children, and especially in that of the elder ones, 
around whose cradles the controversy of the pam- 
phleteer had raged. Now we hear of the Queen 
nearing the Princess Royal read or giving her history 
lessons in the course of these early yachting tours» 
when the places visited afforded a convenient 
text ; now Prince Albert impresses some useful 
object-lesson on the plastic mind of his eldest son. 
Tutors and governesses are engaged ; the services 
o£ " eminent professors " arc utilised, but the 
personal superintendence and the watchful vigilance 
of the parental eye is never for a moment relaxed* 
It was very many years after reserved for the Princess 
Christian,* herself a woman of more than ordinary 
ability, to edit with affectionate care the posthu- 
mous memoirs and letters of her sister the Princess 
Aiice.t Her father had been many years dead, 
and his favourite daughter had followed him to 
the tomb on the same fatal December 14. In the 
preface to the work in question appears the following 

* Princess Helena, born May 6, 1846. 
t See 253. 
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tribute to the cate bestowed on their children's 
upbringing both hy the bte Queen and the Prince 

Cfonsort : 

^^One of the main principles observed in the 
education of the Rojru children was this — that 
though they received the best training, of body 

and mind, to fit them for the high position they 
would eventually have to fill, they should in no wise 
come in contact with the actual Court life. The 
children were scarcely known to the Queen's ladies- 
in-waiting» as they only now and then made 
their appearance for a moment after dinner at 
dessert, or accompanied their parents out driving. 
The care of them was exclusively entrusted to 
persons who possessed the Queen and Prince 
Consort's entire confidence, and with whom they 
could at all times communicate direct. The Royal 
parents kept themselves thoroughly informed of 
the minutest details of what was being done for 
their children in the way of training and instruction. 
After the first years of childhood were past, the Royal 
children were placed under the care of En^ish, 
French, and German governesses, who, again, were 
under a Lady Superintendent, and accompanied 
the children in their walks and watched over them 
during their games.'* 

In an interesting little volume on the Life of 
Queen Victoria in the Isle of Wight," already 

referred to, it is stated that " the Prince Consort often 

spent hours daily with the children, and not only 

furnished a general plan for their instruction, but 

superintended it himself. He not only appointed 

to each one his or her teachers, but thcHight it 

his duty to read every book that was about to be 

put into their hands." The late Professor Tyndall, 
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at the inauguration of the Birkbeck Institute^ 
alluded in almost identical ternu to his own expe- 
riences when he visited Osbome, where he gave 
lectures to several of the royal children. Between 

1842 and 1857, many tutors and governesses were 
employed in assisting the Queen in the great educa- 
tional work which, in the case of the^ounger children, 
went on for some time after their father's death, 
when the Prince of Wales had arrived at years of 
discretion, and his elder sister the Princess Royal 
was married and herself a mother. For all of them 
the Queen invariably showed the greatest kindness 
and consideration. Mr. J. George Hodgkins in his 
little book published nearly forty years ago,* 
relates the following anecdote on the authority 
of Grace Greenwood (Mrs. Lippincott), who com- 
municated it to the Chicago Advance : 

When I was in England I heard several pleasant 
anecdotes of the Queen and her family from a lady 
who had received them from her friend, the gover- 
ness of the Royal children. This governess, a very 
interesting young lady, was the orphan daughter 
of a Scottish clergyman. During the first year of 
her residence at Windsor her mother died. When 
she first received the news of her serious illness she 
applied to the Queen to resign her situation, feeling 
tnat to her mother she owed even a more sacred 
duty than to her Sovereign. The Queen, who 
had been much pleased with her, would not hear 
of her making this sacrifice, but said in a tone of 
the most gentle sympathy : ' Go at once to your 
mother, child. Stay with her as long as she needs 
you, and then come back to us. I will keep your 

• " Sketches and Anecdotes of Her Majesty the Queen," hf J. 
Geoi;ge Hodgkins. Sampson Lofir, Son and Manton. London, 
186S. 
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place for you. Prince Albert and I will bear the 
children's lessons, so in any event let your mind be 
at rest in regard to your pupils.' " 

In the year of Queen Victoria's death a volume 
appeared on the subject of her private life,* con- 
taining many interesting statements which have 
since been corroborated and are in perject accord 
with the spirit of her journals. Her Majesty fre- 
quently supervised in person the riding and driving 
lessons of her children in the great Riding School 
at Windsor. The school-rooms in the various 
royal residences were always close to the Queen's 
own apartments, that at Windsor being next to her 
private audience-chamber, and only one room 
away from her own sitting-room. Its connection 
with the first ten years of the life of King Edward 
VII. IS a very close one.f 

The opinions of the late Queen on the subject 
of religion have been already spoken of in connec- 
tion with the Stockmar correspondence. The 
author of the "Private Lite of Queen Victoria" 
says : 

"The religious training of the Royal children 
was entirely mapped out by the Queen, who herself 
drew up a memorandum, which, if it were given to 
the world in full, would prove of inestimable benefit 
to all parents, so kindly, so truly sympathetic, so 
earnestly and womanly is it. Touching the Princess 
in particular, she says : M am quite dear that she 
should be taught to have great reverence for God 
and for religion, and that she should have the 
feeling of devotion and love which our Heavenly 

• •* Private Life of Queen Victoria,** tiy ooe of her Mijett/t 
Servants. London, C. Arthur Pearson, 1901. 
t Pui, tee p. 346. 
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A King's First Prayers 

Father encourages His eartMy children to have 

for Him, and not one of fear and trembling.' The 
note touching the religious training of the Prince of 
Wales was even more decided ; "The law prescribes 
that the belief of the Church of England shall be 
the faith of the members of the Royal Family, and 
in this faith the Prince of Wales m$tst unfuestutnably 
he trained^* 

In the collection of drawings and autograph 
ktters (1846-1851) described in the Preface are 
two MS. prayers traced in a child's hand and 
docketed ** Albert Prince of Wales.** The one is 

for morning and the other for evening use. They 
run as follows : 

** O merciful God, I thank thee for giving me rest 
during the night past, and refreshing me with quiet 
sleep. O Lord, grant that I may pass a good and 
happy day, and be obedient to all those who are set 
to watch over me. Bless dear Papa and Mama» 
and give them the comfort of seeing me grow up 
a good child. Bless and keep my brother and sisters 
and teach them and me to remember thee our 
Creator in the days of our youth through Jesus 
Christ our Lord.'* 

and : 

O almighty God, I thank thee for all the mercies 
which thou hast given me this day. Take me this 
night under the shadow of thy wing and grant that 
I may rise again in health and safety for thou only 
canst protect me. Bless dear Papa, Mama, my 
brother a.nd sisters, and make me a good boy through 
Jesua Christ our Lord.** 

It would be manifestly premature to speak of the 
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Prince of Wal«'s tutors, Mr. Henry Birch (1849- 

1852), Mr. F. W. Gibbs (1852-1858), and the Rev. 
Charles Feral Tarver, who held that responsible 
post at the time when the present narrative oi the 
boyhood of a Great King comet to a dose. 
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EARLY VOYAGES AND EARLY LETTERS— A VISIT 
TO ASTLEVS— PUNOTS CELEBRATED CARTOON— 
THE DUKE OF CORNWALL VISITS HIS DUCHY 

1845-1846 

The next two years of the Prince of Wales's life 
were not less happy than those which preceded 
them. The care bestowed by the Queen and the 
always over^worked Prince Consort on their children 
was unremitting and exemplary, although a great 
deal of worry was cansed by the seemingly endless 
Sikh War and the excitement occasioned by the 
Puseyite controversy, the anti-corn-law agitation, 
and the commercial crisis which formed the sequel 
of the railway mania* Those who knew the real 
feelings of the Queen and her husband on matters 
of religion could afford to laueh at caricatures in 
which Hex Majesty is portrayed as a mm, and the 
heir to the throne as a censer-swinging acohrte^ 
or those representing the Queen and Prince Albert 
accompanied by the Prince of Wales listening to 
the harangue of a Roman ecclesiastic in full canoni- 
cals ; but with the less well-informed section of the 
community those outward and visible signs of the 
0dium tbeohgiium doubtless created all sorts of 
erroneous impressions. Possibly they were ttill 
in the air two yean later (1847) when the venerable 
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Wordsworth (regarded by some as the ideal precep- 
tor for the Prince of Wales indicated by the author 
of the famous education pampUet of 1843*) apostro- 
phised Prince Albert on the occasion of his installa- 
tion as Chancellor of the University of Cambridge 
in the lines : 

** Like that wise ancestor of thinet 
W ho threw the Saxon shield over Luther's 
W hen tirst, above the yelli of bigot Strife, 
The tnimpct of the Living Word 
Assumed a voice of deep portentous sound. 
From gladdened Elbe to ttartled Tiber bend.** 

In the early summer of 1846 the obnonous 
Corn Laws were repealed, and in the following month 
the Cabinet of Lord John Russell, Lord Palmerston» 
and Lord Grey took the place of that of Sir Robert 

Peel, in which the Duke of Wellington had formed 
part, though without a portfolio. In February (i 845) 
the Queen goes to Brighton with Lady Lyttelton 
and the whole of the royal children. The visit 
was not a particularly pleasant one. Whenever 
Her .Majesty appeared she was closely followed bjr 
an over-inquisitive mob, and the walks and driv^ 
she delighted in became almost impossible. Mr» 
Punch came gallantly to the rescue with a picture 
not very complimentary to the snobbery of which 
the Queen with just reason complained, and an 
article on what was described very humorously 
as " The New Royal Hunt." " It has been held, 
as the lawyers have it," said the writer, that a cat 
may look at a king, but it is not to be tolerated 
that a set of unmannerly curs should poke their 
noses under the bonnet of a Queen, as was the case 
the other day at Brighton/' 

• See anU, pp. 161-163. 

t Frederic, Elector of Saxony, sumamed the Wise." 
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An Amusing Anecdote 

It is not impoiflible that the Brighton episode 
liastened the purchase of the Osborne estate, which 
was now finally resolved on and carried out. It was 
at this time that Prince Albert found time to 

compose the anthem, " Out of the deep have I caUed 
unto Thee," and the following anecdote found its 
way into the public papers. " It may not be 
generally known," wrote a contemporary chroni- 
cler, " that H.R.H. the Prince of Wales is Duke 
of Rothesay as well as Duke of Cornwall, which, 
it would appear from the following incident that 
recently occurred, was either unknown to or for* 
gotten by his royal father. One morning a card 
was presented at Buckingham Palace to H.R.H. 
Prince Albert, upon which was engraved *The 
Duke of Rothesay,' and an audience solicited. His 
Royal Highness seemed puzzled, and repeated the 
name several times, saying that he did not recollect 
having heard of the nobleman, but he consented 
to give an audience and ordered the Duke of Rothe- 
say to be shown in, when he was an'eeably surprised 
to see the Heir Apparent in full Highland costume, 
attended by Her Majesty's piper. The above 
amusing incident was productive of some entertain- 
ment in the Roval Circle." 

The prudence of a royal visit to Ireland is dis- 
cussed, and Punch comes out with a capital cartoon, 
the " Demon of Discord," in which a well-known 
poitlx figure* is seen vanishing through a panto- 
mime trap on the appearance of the Qneen. The 
idea was abandoned, and towards the end of June 
the Royal Family proceed to Osborne House. In 
July the Queen is back once more in London, where 
the historic fas-de-quatre danced by Taglioni, 
Carlotta Grisi, Lucille Grahn and Cerito is 

* Tliat of Daniel CyComielL 
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creating a veritable sensation. The second bat cos turn 
now takes place at Buckingham Palace. It was 
scarcely as successful as that of 1842. The period 
of powder did not lend itself to mise-en-sckne as well 
as the epoch of armour. Punch deals with it in a 
cartoon in which the Queen is supposed to be 
pointing out a number of well-known personages, 
duly bewigged, to one of Louis PhiHppc*s sons. 
Beneath it ran the legend, " Come, dear Nemours, 
and look at my dolls." It was about this time that Sir 
Harris Nicolas discovered Nelson's coat and waist- 
coat in the possession of the widow of an alderman ot 
London. Prince Albert at once paid £1 50 for them 
and presented them to the lution. His generosity 
did not at once meet vrith the reward it meritea, 
for the press continued to carp at a good many 
much needed reforms in which he was then engaged, 
and the Laureate is supposed to condole with his 
ever busy equerries in a sympathetic sonnet of which 
the following is a specimen : 

** Anson and Bouverie^ mibapp/ pair ! 

• • • • 

Albert^ joiir gficioiii Friiice» is Dot a Twk ; 
Tliai wKf ix»t bq^ him to alMte yonr work ? 

Punch continues his attentions to the Prince of 
Wales, and thus alludes to an interview with the 
King of the Netherlands, who sojourns for a few 
days at Buciungham Palace : The King of the 
Netherlands having expressed a desire to see Us 
cbivreuUs de la Reim^ was conducted to the royal 
nursery, where he had an audience of the Prince 
of Wales. It was explained to His Majesty that 
the royal infant was le lievre de la couronne (the heir 
to the crown). He was invited by His Royal 
Dinsinutiveness to inspect his set of ring-taws. 
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" Mr. Punch" as Regent-Extraordinary 

The King of the Netherlands asked if they were the 
celebrated Elgin marbles.'* 

The Queen and Prince Albert had for some time 
meditated a visit to Coburg aad Germany, and 
on the day of their departure for the Continen 
(August 8, 1845) Her Majesty makes the following 
entry in her journal : 

" August 8. — A very fine morning when we got 
up* Both Vicky and Alice were with me while I 
dressed. * Why am I not going to Germany ? ' asked 

the eldest. Most willingly would I have taken 
her, and wished much to have taken one of dearest 
Albert's children to Coburg ; but the journey is 
a serious undertaking, particularly the nrst time, 
and she is very ^oung, too ; but what chiefly 
decides me is a visit to the King of Prussia, where 
I could not have looked after her." 

It was on the occasion of this brief absence from 
home that the Queen commenced writing letters 

to her childien^to the five-year -old Princess 
first of all. ** Mr. Punch," who so heroically 
assumed the role of " tutor-in-ordinary " to the 
Prince of Wales, now poses as " regent-extraor- 
dinary " of the whole kingdom. , He addresses 
(Au^st 23) a sonnet to the half-deserted palace 
beginning with the lines : 

*• I wonder what the Royal children do, 
Now that their gracious parents are away ; 
Whether liite mice, when puss is out, they play ; 
And tarn their princely nursery upside down.*' 

His reign was of very brief duration. Next week 
appears John Leech's cartoon : There's no place 
like home,'' in which the whole of the Royal Family 
figure. Prince Albert is made to wear a very foreign 
cap, and Punchy brimming over with virtuous 
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indignation, has a great deal to say on the iniquity 
of deer-drives. A spelling-book is improvisea for 
the Prince of Wales (the Sage of Fleet Street has 
seemingly resumed his tutorial functions) limited 
to woidfl of one syllable The first sentence in it 
runs : ^ The Deer is a jpoor weak Brute which it 
is good to Ull/' There u also a cartoon in which 
the Court pastimes of Queen Victoria are contrasted 
with those of Queen Elizabeth. On the return 

J'ourney a flying visit had been paid to King Louis 
^hilippe, who was already meditating mischief in 
the matter of the Spanish marriage. A miscalcula- 
tion as to the state of the tide is said to have caused 
the landing of the illustrious euests to take place 
in a bathing-machine. Nobooy probably enjoyed 
Leech's ezcdlent sketch of the French king driving, 
the Queen inside, waving her handkerchief from the 
window, and her liege lord sitting astride the roof 
wearing a pronounced Coburg hat, half as much as 
Prince Albert. This, at least, was merriment after 
his own heart : " There was not water enough to 
allow of Her Majesty's landing in the customary 
manner. Louis Philippe, however, was not to be 
bafSedy and he thought at once of a bathing-machine 
for which Crickett or Foat of Margate would ghre 
any money, since it has been immortalised by a 

royal progress.'** 

In the following month the Prince of Wales and 
his brother and sisters are once more occupying 
their airy nurseries and play-rooms overlooking the 
South Terrace at Windsor. The "Court News- 
man" (October i8) announces that "Her Majesty, 
accompanied by H.R H. Prince Albert, walked tlua 
morning across to the royal aviary and visited the 
Queen's kennel on their return to the Castle. T.R.H. 

* Fwub, ToL iz., Juljr-Deccmbery 1845, p. 154. 
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The King's Fourth Birtliday 

the Prince of Wales and the Fxincesses Royal and 
Alice took equestrian exercise this morning on their 

Shetland pony in the private plantation. Prince 
Alfred was also taken out for exercise on the Slopes." 

The fourth birthday of the Prince of Wales 
falls on Sunday, so it is kept with high festival on 
the following day (Monday, November lo, 1845). 
The bells of St. George's Chapel and the Parish 
Church rang merriljr, and at twelve o'clock a royal 
salute was fired from the Corporation Ordnance 
in Bachelors' Acre. Some of the houses of the 
tradesmen were illuminated in honour of the event. 
A royal salute was fired at noon from the Belvidere 
battery. An ode to the Prince of Wales appears : 

" ChUd of the Fdaoe^ %nng thy tweet wif 
Thimigb VBhaef% uttroabled realms of light ; 
Who5c years, like tmnmcr butterflies, do pUy tfomd tbte 

And tliou dost not miss their flight ! 
Thou unto braver boyhood now dost sing 
Thy buoyant way with playful grace, and free, 
And feeicst thyself caress'd — * the future King J 
Of Proudett &Dpire that tunoountt the Sea.* 
• • • • • 

Hie heart — still keep the heart ! — let cvciy jcar 
Hear iu iine pulses ever warm and loud ; 
Shall the kindling people hold thee dear 
AadbeanEii^vidofthfBiiliidaxproad * * 
Watdi diM suahood with pvoodcTBi of bve, 
And stir with loyalty thit never faila-^ 1 
Bid the Old Nation's honest qfaiit move 
Togiceta&dhicitVicToiu'i Pamca or Waus, 

A short sojourn at Osborne intervened between 
these high rejoicings and the usual Christmas 
jollity at Windsor Castle, when a splendid baron of 
beef, weighing upwards of 300 lbs., was served at the 
rojral dinner. Christmases were still merry " 
in the forties,'' and nobody was a whit the worse 
for it. . 
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The fifth year of the life of the Prince of Wales 
began with a happy example of the manner in which 

• he was initiated by the Queen and Prince Albert 

into the active exercise of practical philanthropy. 
He was present on the occasion of the distribution 
of Her Majesty's New Year's dole for the benefit 
of poor and needy families residing within the 
Borough of Windsor. It took place in the ridings 
school, where tables were covered with loaves, 
jmnts of meaty and half a ton of plum-pudding. 
The recipients amounted to seven hundred, and 

were divided into four classes by the local clergy. 
One hundred and fifty blankets were also given 
away. For the first time the tradtdooal ale was 
eliminated from the programme. 

In February the Court removes to Osborne* 
Here (March 3, 1846), the Queen writes : " Albert 
is so happy here — out all day planting, directing, 
&c., ana it is so good for him. It is a relief to be 
away from all the bitterness which people create 
for themselves in London." 

Before Easter the Prince of Wales was to com- 
mence his lengthy career as the friend and patron 
of the drama. Astley's Amphitheatre, where the 
memories of its original founders and the great 
Ducrow still lingered, was to be the scene of this 
important event. To-day not one stone of it 
remains upon another. The home of the two 
Astleys, Ducrow and Widdicombe, is as clean gone as 
its near neighbours Vauxhall and Ranelagh, or the 
Bankside theatres associated with the fame and 
achievements of William Shakespeare and Ben 
Jonson. It was the afternoon of Tuesday, March 
24, that the Queen and Prince Albert, with the 
doubtless highlv delighted and much excited Prince 

of Wales and Princess Royal, set out from Buddng- 
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ham Palace for the Westminster Bridge Road. The 
following advertisement will give an idea of what 
the spectacle provided for their entertainment 
consisted : 

ASTLEY'S ROYAL AMPHITHEATRE. 

Pfophctoi: Mk. William Batty. 

Matt poBttveljr the hit week bcfocc the Eaitcr Hofidiji* 

ittMummm. Nofeliy which mSL oomlmie the tttnetive enttrtaiii-' 
mentt expressly prepared bjr Royal OimmanH on due ooanon ol 
the visit d Her Most Gnaons Majes^ the Qneeiiy Ftinoe Albert^ 
the ftmce of Wales and the Princess Rofd to the Amphitheatre on 

Tuesday, the ifth next. 

Thelasttiiieprodnctioiuof 

" THE ELEPHANTS OF THE PAGODA.** 

on 

Monday, March 30. 
and five loUQwing e?eningi. 

The highly popular spectacle of " The Rajah of Nagpore " from 
the Scenes of the Circle/' in which Mr. Bat^ will have the honour 
of appearing with his celebrated Arabian mar^ Bcda, on which 
performance Royahj has been pleased to bestow the most marked 

cncomiunis. 

The perfbnnanoe will condnde with a novel aHeipieoe. 
Bos Office open from II 105. Eqneittian tuition daOjr. 

Stsgt ManM^: Mr. T. 'Dioiirtoii. 

The hrst announcement of the great event ran 
thus : 

"The Royal Visit to Astley's. 

"On Tuesday, pursuant to Royal Command, 
a grand equestrian performance took place at 
Astlqr's Amphitheatre, which was honoured hy the 
presence of Her Majesty the Queen, H.R.H. Prince 

Albert, the Prince of Wales and the Princess Royal. 
Mr. W. Batty, the lessee, had superbly fitted up 
for the royal party a box in the centre of the dress 
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circle, and the theatre was gorgeously decorated. 
The visit was strictly private. Her Majesty, Prince 
Albert and their illustrious children and attend- 
ants arrived soon after 4 o'clock, and were imme- 
diately ushered into the royal box by Mr. Batty 
and Mr. T. Thompson, the stage manager, to 
whom at the close of the entertainment the Queen 
and Prince Albert expressed their entire approval 
of the arrangements." 

The same issue of the lUustraUd London Niws 
curiously enough contains a portrait of Liston, 
the celebrated comedian, who had just died at his 
residence in one of those old-fashioned houses in 
Knightsbridge which has, like Astley's theatre, 
disappeared from the face of the earth. The 
public wanted to know a great deal more about the 
good luck of Mr. Batty, and in the following week 
the prevailing thirst for information was gratihed 
by what is known in legal phraseology as fuller 
and better particulars/' 

The same number of the paper gives on the 
first page a picture of the Royal Family at Astley^s. 
The Heir to the Throne occupies the right-hand 
corner of the box next to the Prince Consort, the 
Princess Royal sitting at the opposite end of it by 
the side of the Queen. A long account is given 
of the elaborate fitting up of the theatre. It 
appeared that the Foot Guards lined the passages, 
wmlst sentries were placed at the stage door, and 
detachments in the stable and at the front entrance 
in the Westminster Bridge Road. Very elaborate 
programmes were printed in honour of the occasion. 
The performance was described as *' a grand eques- 
trian day representation," the riding-masters 
being Mr. R. Smith and Mr. Widdicombe. There 
was a variety of graceful feats by M. and Mme. 
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Dumos, Miss Isabella M. Hinie, and the brothers 

Candelers. Besides the lilliputian equestrian scene 
of 1754, Mr. R. Smith introduced liis splendid 
steeds Beauty and Selim, and Mr. Batty led out 
his admixed luare Beda. The day was altogether 
an auspicious one, for it almost exactly coincided 
with the announcement of the great victory wliich 
ended the Sikh War. 

"Mr. Punch," who never tired of acting as 
Mentor to the Telemachus of the Prince of Wales, 
had, as might be expected, his say about the royal 
visit to Astley's. ** Juvenile Royalty," he says 
with becoming gravity, " must not be left to the 
absurd supposition that the Battle qi Waterloo 
was fought between 18 Scotch Greys, headed by 
twelve Field Marshals, against Buonaparte, with a 
brilliant stafF, leading on eight cuirassiers and one 
Mameluke. . . . History as taught at Astley's is 
an amusing but not a healthy style of instruction. 
The illustrious Michelet was * sold * when he w^ent 
to see Mr. Gomersal as Napoleon, and ran wildly 
into the Westminster Bridge Road declaring that the 
authors of the piece had endeavoured to stab the 
honour of France with the steel pen of the drama- 
tist. In order to avoid mistakes of this sort on the 
part of the infant Prince and Princesses, we repeat 
our warning, that historical dramas should alwavs be 
taken cum grano satis — with a chapter of Pinnock."* 

On May 6 the Queen's fifth child and third 
daughter, the Princess Helena (Princess Ciiristian), 
was bom. Her Majesty as usual made a very happy 
recovery. 

On May 30 the " Cburt Newsman " signals the 

appearance *• on the evening of Thursday (May 21), 

of three Highland dwarfs named MacKiney, natives 

* Jhmtb, YoL April ^ 1S45, p. 155. 
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of the county of Rom, before the whok Royal 

Family at Buckingham Palace, where they went 
through a series of national dances and songs, of 
which Her Majesty was pleased to express appro- 
bation. The oldest, Finlay, was 23 years old, 
45 inches high, and weighed 5 stone 11 lbs. His 
brother, John, aged 21, was inches high and 5 
stone 3 lbs. in weight, and the sister, Mary, aged 19^ 
was the same height as John, and weighed 7 Im. 
more." Lord Brougham was credited with being their 
social sponsor. Tom Thumb, their natural rival, is 
once more in London, but received no further sum- 
mons to the presence of Royalty. Th^ Times waxes 
wroth and declares that the display of a disgusting 
dwarf attracted hordes of gaping idiots, who poured 
into the pockets of a Yaidcee showman a stream of 
wealth one tithe of which would have redeemed 
an honourable English artist from wretchedness 
and death." In a facetious letter signed " Gloriana 
Westend," Punch now takes up the cudgels for his 
pet aversion of a former year. " Mrs. Westend," 
m a P.S. alludes to the Highland dwarfs now 
honoured with Royal patronage as the little dear 
loves who have danced their native flings and reels 
at Buckingham Palace/' A change of Ministry 
is imminent, and Punches list of probable appoint- 
ments includes : 

General Tom Thumb • . • » Prime Minuter 
Lord Chancellor 

Chancellor of the Exchequer 
Minister of the Home Depart- 
ment 

The other Appointments . . The Pigmy Children 

Be this as it may, " Astley*s," having taken a new 

lease of life, was for some years to come persistently 
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advertiaed as patrcMiised by Her Most Gracious 
Majesty The Queen, Prince Albert, The Prince o{ 
Wales and the Princess Royal.** 

In August Prince Albert visits King Leopold, and 
at the end of the same month an anonymous group 
of the Royal Family appears in Punch with the 
words *^ A Case of Real Distress." It possesses no 
particular point, but indicates the first attempt 
at something like a likeness of the Prince of Wales, 
who had already sat over twenty times to various 
painters for his portrait. 

The latter part of August and the early days of 
September were spent at Osborne, of which p ace 
the Queen and Prince Albert are evidently growing 
increasingly fond. A popular fete was given there 
in celebration of Prince Albert's birthday (August 
26) ; the Prince of Wales was present and his 
h«dth was proposed and drunk with great enthu- 
siasm. Such a fiu had never been witnessed in 
the Isle of Wight before. ** The rustic sports, 
consisting of jumping in sacks, quoits, leap-frog, 
hopping and running, caused great amusement to 
the Royal children, who were skipping and dancing, 
the whole of them — ^to the royal baby in the nurse's 
arms — being present.** 

From August 18 to 25 (prior to the fiU cbam- 
fetre) a very enjoyable yachting excursion took 
place, in the course of which Portland, Weymouth 
(always affectionately remembered by the Queen 
on account of its associations with the reign of 
George III., and now adorned with a hand- 
some statue of her late Majesty), Dartmouth and 
Plymouth were aD visited. On anchoring in Babbi- 
combe Bay [August 20] the Queen made the follow-* 
ing note in her Journal : ^Mt is a beautiful spot, 

which before we had only passed at a distance. 
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Red cliff and rocks witli wooded hills like Italy, 
and reminding one of a ballet or play where nymphs 
are to appear— such rocks and grottoes, with the 
deepest sea, on which there was not a ripple. • . • 
We tried to sketch the part looking towards Torba^. 
I never saw our good children looking better, or m 
higher spirits. I continued to give Vicky a little 
lesson by making her read in her English history. . . . 
Crowds of boats are surrounding us on all sides." 
Next day [August 21] Plymouth is reached, and 
Her Majesty once more resumes the pen : " At 
half-past nine we entered the splendid harbour of 
Plymouth and anchored again below Mount Edg- 
cumbe, which, with its beautiful trees, including 
pines, growing down into the sea, looks more lovely 
than ever. I changed my dress and read innumer- 
able letters and despatches, and then went on deck 
and saw the authorities— the Admirals and Generals* 
I did Yields lessons and wrote." The children 
were left on board, and Her Majesty and the 
Prince Consort with all theur suite embarked on 
the Fairy for a cruise up the Tamar, going first 
a little way up the St. Germans river to see 
Trematon Castle, " which," the Queen wrote, 
** belongs to Bertie as Duke of Cornwall.** 
On August 22 a visit to Mount Edgcumbe is made, 
** where,** writes Queen Victoria, " we were wel- 
comed Lady Mount Edgcumbe and her two 
boys,* Prmce Albert gding to Dartmoor* The 
children went with their governess and the other 

* Lady Moult £<l«iimbe, wife of the tliini Ead of Mount 
Edgcumbe, daughter of Adninl and Lacfy Elizibeth Fidding, died 
November 1881. Her two tom wcie Lora VaUetort (now Earl of 
Mount Edgcumbe), bom 183a (ice post, p. 355.), and the Honble. 
Colonel C £. Edgcumbe, bom 1838. Lord Valletort^ who wat 
fourteen in 1846^ tnccecdcd to the tide in 1861. 
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A Trip to Guernsey 

children into the shade and had luncheon in the 
house.** 

On September 2 the Queen and the Prince 
Consort, with their two elder children, once more 
embarked on board the Victoria and Albert bound 
for the Channel Islands. Neither the Prince 
nor his sister landed in Guernsey, but wc learn 
on reliable authority, that **Her Majesty was 
attired in a very plain manner, wearing a white 
bonnet, lined with pink, a green and white plaid 
dress, and a scarlet and gold scarf. Her parasol 
was of mazarine. Her Majesty wore her hair plain 
and had blended in her countenance an air of 
affable condescension yet courteous dignity. The 
Prince was attired in dark coat, dark coloured 
lavender trousers, and silk waistcoat, varied with 

green flowers. The little Prince of Wales went on 
deck dressed as a sailor. A glazed hat, a check 
shirt, a handkerchief around his collar tied in a 
sailor's knot as a sailor, blue jacket and white 
trousers were his costume. The sailors gave the 
Royal Sailor nine times nine and when this was 
over he ordered grog to be given to each of them.'' 

The marine excursion awoke very little enthu- 
siasm in the heart of Mr. Punch," who at first 
contented himself with observing that " while 
Guernsey has been honoured by royal notice what 
must be the feelings of Alderney and Sark at their 
exclusion from a share of royal patronage ? We feel 
that Alderney will feel itsdf terribly Cowed, while 
Sark will almost sink into a premature sarcophagus.'' 

A little later on he expressed a conviction that 
•*The visit to Guernsey has occasioned much 
disappointment, as the inhabitants had expected 
to see Her Majesty arrive in her coronation robes, 

with the sceptre in one hand and the ball in the 
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Other . • • they could not beliere that a Queen 
would wear a white chip bonnet, or anything eke but 
crimson and ermine/* The anecdote of the Prince 

of Wales, however, gave John Leech the opportunity 
of a lifetime. His cartoon " Every Inch a Sailor " 
is immortal. In it the five year-old Prince of Wales 
in nautical attire is depicted on the deck of the 
yacht, offering a huge glass of grog to a still larger 
Jack Tar, who has doffed his hat, and is pulling his 
forelock in grateful acknowledgment — Punchy of 
course, at thelielm, and Lord Admphus Fitzclarence 
on the bridge, while the Queen (parasol ia hand) 
and Prince Albert look on admiringly. The ac- 
companying text richly deserves to live in history. 
Under the appropriate heading " The Sailor Prince 
we are told that As Britannia luppens to rule the 
waves it is very desirable that we should have a 
somebody who is superior to the waves, for the 
office of ruling Britannia. It is gratifying to know 
that not only is Her Majesty a capital sailoress, 
but her son, the little Duke of Cornwall, is every 
inch — that is, every one of his 28 inches of height — 
a sailor. The young scion of Royalty, during the 
recent cruise, skipped about the deck as joUUy as 
the skipper himself, and ordered extra allowances 
of grog to the men, with the true spirit of British 
seamanship.'* After dwelling on the limited extent 
of the little Tar's outfit and the expedient resorted 
to in order to make up ior its shortcomings, we are 
assured ** that His Royal Highness has already 
adopted some of the phraseology peculiar to the 
naval service, and has once or twice expressed a 
desire to have his little timbers shiverea. He is 
frequently engaged in practising the hornpipe so 
completely identified with the naval service of Iiis 

country, and he already, knows the name of every 
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rope, spar and brace that is required in a vessel. 

He sings none but naval songs, and his execution 
of * We tars have a maxim,' is considered by all 
who have heard it to be one of the finest pieces 
of nautical vocalisation in the English language.'* 
John Leech and "Mr. Punch" between them are 
responsible for the sailor-costumes which for two 
generations have supplanted the hideous juvenile 
attire of the early Victorian epoch. 

In her Journal Queen Victoria makes the follow- 
ing entries about the cruise to Jersey : " On board 
the Vtctorta and Albert off St. Heliers, Jersey, 
Wednesday, September 2, 1846. — At a quarter past 
seven o'clock we set off with Vicky, Bertie, Lady 
Jocelyn, Miss Kerr, Mdlle. Griiner, Lord Spencer, 
iiord Palmerston and Sir James Clark and embarked 
at Osborne Pier. • • • After passing the Alderney 
Race it became quite smooth, and then Bertie 
put on his sailor's dress, which was beautifully made 
by the men on board who make for our sailors. 
When he appeared the officers and sailors who were 
all assembled on deck to see him, cheered and seemed 
delighted with him." 

The rojral excunion was extended in the direction 

of the coast of Devon, and that delightful line of 

littoral further westwards, now known throughout 

the length and breadth of the land as the Cornish 

Riviera. The squadron first touched at Falmouth, 

proceeding thence to Mount's Bay. An excellent 

story is told of an incident which, on one of those 

balmy September days of 1846, happened on board 

the Victoria and Albert to the Heir Apparent, who was 

rated on her books as a midshipman. The Princess 

outfit was not of an extravagant character. It 

consisted of only one white duck jacket and pair of 

trousers and one blue suit, the former soiled by 
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the youngster's rranb on deck* He was bound to 
appear neat and trim to muster on the Sunday 

morning, and this he was enabled to do by the 
good-nature of the captain of the foretop who washed 
his white jacket and trousers on Saturday night, 
and dried them by the hie, and for want of a 
mangling apparatus or an ironing box sat on them 
to get them smooth, giving them the appearance of 
a first rate man-of-war wash. Lord Adcdphus 
Fitzclarence on Sunday morning, when all hands 
were called to muster, noticed the cleanly appearance 
of the attire, and on inquiring learnt this little cir- 
cumstance which, on being repeated to Her Majesty, 
was the subject of much amusement both, to the 
Queen and Prince Albert. It is difficult after the 
lapse of more than half a century to realise the raptu- 
rous enthusiasm with which the five-year-old Duke of 
Cornwall was greeted on arriving within the boun- 
daries of his own dominion. The Queen writes 
of all that took place with the simple sincerity 
which makes her Journal such charming reading: 

" Mounts Bay, September 5. — ^During our voyage 

I was able to give Vickv her lessons. At three o'clock 

we all got into the barge, including the children 

and Mdlle, Griiner their governess, and rowed 

through an avenue of boats to the Fairy^ where we 

went on board. . . . We steamed round the bay 

to look at St. Michael's Mount from the other side, 

which is even more beautiful, and then went on to 

Penzance. . • . We remained here a little while 

without going on, in order to sketch, and returned to 

the Victoria and Albert by half-past four, the boats 

crowding round us in all (urectibns, and when Bertie 

showed himself the people shouted, * Three cheers 

for the Duke of Cornwall ! ' • 
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From Mounts Bay tixe Royal yaclits returaed to 
Falmouth. In the course of the voyage the Queen, 
Prince Albert and the young Prince and Princess 
landed at Kynance Core near the Lizard Point, 
and remainea there for some time picking up shells 
and other natural curiosities. After their arrival 
in the Fal the Queen again resumed her narrative : 
" Falmouth, Monday, September 7. — Immediately 
after breakfast Albert left me, to land and visit some 
mines. The Corporation of Penryn* were on board, 
and very anxious to see the Duke of Cornv^all, so 
I stepped out of the pavilion on deck with Bertie, 
and Lord Palmerston told them this was the Duke 
of Cornwall, and the old Mayor of Penr)n said, 
* he hoped he would grow up a blessing to his parents 
and to his country.' A little after four o'clock we 
all got into the barge, with the two children, and 
rowed to the Fairy. . . . We went up the Truro 
(FaQ which is beautiful. . . . From Malpas one 
can see Truro, the capital of ComwalL We stopped 
here awhile as so many boats came out from a 
little place called Sunny Corner, just below Truro, 
in order to see us. . . . They cheered and were 
enchanted when Bertie was held up for them to see. 
It was a very pretty, gratifying sight." " Tuesday, 
September 8. — A wet morning when we rose and 
breakfasted with the children." 

On Wednesday, the oth, the whole party were 
once more in the the Isle of Wight. 

As to the events of the next week there is a serious 

• The first visits of King Edward VII. to the West in 1846 are still 
well remembered hy the old^t inhabiunts." The Mayor of 
Pmyn dmi mattioned hj the Queen was Mr. Alemidcr Teague. 
Hie otlier Mifon who paid their rapects to the Queen and the 
Daks «f Conwall rmt Mr. Benjamin Parham (Ptymonth), Mr, 
W. R. Broad (Falmouth), Mr. Edward Bofitho (Penzance), Mr. 
QaBcat CaiifOB (Tnuo), and Mr. William Defcniah (Weymoath). 
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discrepancy between two of Queen Victoria's most 
notable biographers. Sir Theodore Martin * men- 
tions September 15, 1846, as the first night of the 
occupancy of the new portion of Osborne House, but 
the Duke of Argyll gives the date as December 16. 

Mr. Patchett Martin is in accord with the former .f 
Lady Lyttelton thus describes what took place in 
a letter I dated Osborne House, September 161, 
1846 : " Our first night in this house is well 
passed. N embody complained of the smell of paint 
or caught cold, and the worst is over. Evervthin^^ 
in the ijouse is quite new, and the drawing-room 
looks very handsome. The lights of the lamps 
in the windows in this room must have been seen 
out at sea. At dinner we were to diink the Queen's 
and the Prince's health as a house-warming, and 
after it the Prince said very simply and seriously : 
* We have a psalm in Germany for such occasions,' 
and then quoted it. It was * to bless our going 
out and coming in, our daily bread and all we do ; 
bless us to a blessed dying, and make us heirs of 
heaven/ It was dry and quaint, being Luther's.^' 

Early in September Queen Adelaide had taken 
up her abode at Cassiobury, near Watford, the 
ancient and picturesque seat of the Earls of Essex, 
since famous as the aboriginal home of croquet. 
The then owner had a weakness for picnic parties, 
and was even credited with the forethought of 
providing excursionists with the necessary plate. 
Cassiobury was a "show place," full of all sorts of 
relics of the past, including amongst other treasures 
the handkerchief which Lord Coningsbjr applied 
to the wounded shoulder of King William III. at 

* Life of the Prince Coofort," vol a. p. 3 J9. 

t "V.R.T " p. 173. 

t " Tiie Queen in the Isle of Wight,*' p. 8. 
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Queen Victoria at Gissiobury 

the battle of the Boyne, and a large series of dramatic 
mimatdres and yaluable pictures. In the grounds 
were two enormous granite cannon balls which had 
been fired from the Oistle of Abjdos, at the entrance 
of the Dardanelles into the Endymion frigate in 
1807. Beneath one of them is the following in- 
scription : " These shots of granite, from the ruins 
of Alexandria, were fired from the Castle of Abydos, 
on the Asiatic side of the entrance of the Straits 
of the Dardanelles into the Endymim frigate, 
commanded hy the Honble. Captain Bladen Capel, 
when the Squadron under the command of Sir John 
Dndcworth entered the Straits in the year 1807. 
The larger shot weighs upwards of seven cwt., and 
was fired at the distance of a quarter of a mile ; 
the losses, killed and wounded, 15 men.*' 

After the return of the Court to Windsor it was 
decided that the Queen and Prince Albert should 

Kr a visit to Queen Adelaide at Cassiobury and 
rd Salisbury at Hatfield. Rumours of great 
doings at Winoior in honour of the Prince of Wales's 
fifth birthday are already rife. On October 12 
the Queen Dowager had seen the Queen at Windsor 
Castle. On the 19th Her Majesty and Prince Albert 
drove to Cassiobury by way of Uxbridge, Harefield, 
Finner and Batch worth Heath. On alighting they 
were received by the Queen Dowager, the Princess 
of Hesse^ and the lords and ladies in waiting. A 
large party was assembled to meet them. Amongst 
the guests were the Countess of Gainsborough, 
Earl Howe, and the youthful Ladies Adelaide and 
Emily Curzon. During their stay at Cassiobury, 
excursions were made to Stanmore Priory, Moor 
Park, and other places. On the 21st the Queen 
found time to pen the following characteristic 
little letter to the Princess Royal at Windsor ; 
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"Owiobury Park, 
* October 21, 

" My dearest Vicky, — Your little letter has 
given your dear Papa and me great pleasure. Wc 
were yery sorry to leare yoa and Bertie and the others 
and we shall be very glad to see yoa again on Satnr* 

day. 

^' We hope you will continue to be all good and 

obedient cnildren. 

"This place is comfortable but dark, and not 
cheerful. We are however very happy to be with 
dear good Aunt Adelaide who saw your letter. 
There are two nice little girls here, Adelaide and 
Emily Curzon.* 

"Now good bye my good little Vicl^. Your 
dearest Papa sends you a and so do I. 

"Ever your very affte. Mama, 

" V.R." 

The Queen evidently takes special pains to make 
her own writing sufficiently legible to enable the 

recipient to read it. 

From Cassiobury the Queen proceeded to Hat- 
field. Mr. Holmes tells us she was glad to meet 
Lord Melbourne, whom she had not seen since his 
retirement from ofHce. As had been arranged 
for some weeks the fifth anniversary of the birth 
of the Prince of Wales was celebrated with great 
rejoicinfis at Windsor Castle on Monday, November 
9. Both the Prince of Wales and Prince Alfred 
wore Scotch costumes. The band of the Life Guards 
once more performed " The Prince of Wales' Quick- 
step," a march composed for the Prince's birthday of 

* L«fy Adelaide Ida Curzon married in 1857 the late Earl ul 
Wetlmoreland, who died in 1891. Her tiffiav Emil^ Maiy, 
woman of the bedchamber to Queen Alexandra^ illiiried in the inie 
jetr Cokiid Sk IU)bert iUngKot^ iLCB. 
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One More Birthday 

1842 by the Dochesa of Kent, who on this occasion 

paid the Queen a visit of congratulation. A banquet 
was given in the evening in the grand dining-nall 
and a public dinner took place in the town, presided 
over by Mr. Neville, one of the members for the 
Borough. At the former an enormous cake, manu- 
foctnred by Mn Mawditt, Her Majest/s first 
yeoman-confectioner, was jpkced on the banquet- 
ing table in the Castle in the morning and partaken 
of by Her Majesty's royal and illustrious guests. 
A portrait of the young Prince is given in the next 
issue of The Illustrated London Nezvs^ and two odes 
in honour of his birthday are published, the first 
of them commencing witli the verse : 

•* The voice of nations rises on the gale, 
Acxxiss the Island of the brave and free, 
Olililis, thy feitivd, ID Ud lliee Iiaa 
Yooi^g Lora cl Enpiie ofcr land aa^ 
Gkcftt at tl^ kcritige is gnat to be 
It is no greater than the hope we twine 
With the fair yeun of thy futurity. 
Thou scion of sceptre-beuing line 
Oh 1 Heir to aU its po«icr--bc aU it! vistoet thine.** 

The other composition is more martial in its 
conception, two of its couplets being the following : 

** There's Scotland in her bonnet Une 
Steady and lum at vod ol teed I 
Her tartm wated at Waterloo^, 

When onward rushed the sturdy * Chid* 
There's England's ^orious chhralzy 
And Erin's lance that seldom fails ; 
Match me oH Earth ! these nationi through 
Whose shields bear up the fiincc of Wakt. 

* Fair child, thy years are barely five. 
And yet to them the ireebom wave 
Hatli wdoGme been, where ' Jack's AIiTe.* 
Right wdD tlimi lof*n tlie nikr fartfe^ 
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For Nelson, Nile and Trafalgar 

Axe not yet quite forgotten . , . Quaili 

The Tricolor beiore tlie Tar, 

Who rampara wdl the Prince of Wakf.** 

Another visit is puid to Osborne (November i8), 
and three days later, the sixth birthday of the 
Princess Royal (now the Queen's correspondent) 
it duly f Ated there ; while at Osborne the Queen 

and Pnncc i\Ibert go to Arundel Castle, where they 
arc entertained by the Duke and Duchess of Norfolk. 
As usual Christmas is kept at Windsor Castle, and 
both the Queen and her husband showed much 
interest in the Royal School, Cumberland Lodge, 
Windsor Great Park, now completed. Christinas 
was commemorated with the various observances 
which reminded Prince Albert of old da vs at Rosenau, 
and the frost was so severe that on the last day of 
the year he was able to captain the victorious side 
in an exciting game of hockey played on the frozen 
surface of the lake. 
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CHAPTER IX 



FROM GOVERNESS TO TUTOR: HOME LIFE AT 

WINDSOR, OSBORNE, AND BALMORAL 

1S47-18SO 

The fifth birthdav of the Prince of Wales Novem- 
ber 9^ 1846) marks in many ways an epoch in the 

annals of iiis boyhood. Amongst the visitors 
invited by the Queen to Windsor on that occasion 
was Madame de Bunsen, whose letters* throw an 
interesting light on the nursery-life which was 
gradually shaping the receptive mind of the Heir 
Apparent for the serious studies of the school-room. 
In a letter to Mrs. Waddington dated Carlton 
House Terrace, November 13, 1846, this observant 
lady writes : 

was invited to Windsor Castle to spend 
the birthday of the Prince of Wales, for the first 
time, as it is not usual with the Queen to have 
foreign guests on that occasion. In the morning I 
accompanied the Royal party to the terrace to sec the 
troops, who fired zfeuie in honour of the Prince 
of Wales, who enjoyed it much, in extreme serious- 
ness and returned duly, by a military salute, tlic 
salutation he received as the colours passed. I 
inquired of Prince Albert whether he had formed 
any idea yet of his position at this early age (five 
years). He told me that last month in travelling 
through Cornwall, he had asked for an explanation 

• " Memoirs of Baron de Bunscn," vol. ii. p. 120, 
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of the cheers accompanying the cry of * The Duke 

of Cornwall for ever ! ' When Prince Albert 
informed him that there had been, long ago, a great 
and good Prince of Wales, called the Black Prince, 
who was also Duke of Cornwall, and he had been 
so beloved and adored that people had not forgotten 
him, and the title being given to the eldest son of 
the Sovereign, together with that of Prince of 
Wales, it ought to teach him to emulate the merits 
of that great Prince in order to be equally beloved 
and remembered. 

I had brought with me German books for the 
children, and received permission to present them. 
The Queen brought the Royal Family into the 
corridor after luncheon on purpose to give me 
that opportuni'Qr. The Prince wanted to have 
the pictures ezpkined, and I sat on ibi floor in die 
midst of the group ; we all spoke German, and 
the Princess Royal, by desire of the Queen, read a 
fable out of one of the books perfectly well. The 
Queen often spoke with me about education, and 
in particular of religious instruction. Her views 
are verv serious but at the same time liberal and 
comprehensive. She (as well as Prince Albert) 
hates all formalism/' 

Six weeks later (December 31, 1S46), she again 
writes : 

** . . . To return to Windsor Castle (whence I 

just perceive the dawn of the last day of the year, 

looking towards the Long Walk) — the Queen is a 

wife and a mother as happy as the happiest in her 

dominions, and no one can be more careful of her 

charges. She often speaks to me of the great task 

before her and the Prince in the education of the 

Royal children, and particularly of the Prince of 
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Wales and the Princess Royal. She brought them 
all into the corridor the day before yesterday, to 
shake hands with me. • . 

As might be expected the five-year-old Prince 
becomes more and more the subject of good stories. 
His biographer of 1859 informs us that just about 

this time fie sat to Burnand the Cornish sculptor 
for a bust.* A room was fitted up for the artist 
near the nursery, and he used to say afterwards 
that he heard many a rumpus (why not a " row 
royal }) amongst the children. Miss Hildyard, 
of whom frequent mention is made in Queen 
\^ctoria's Journal, was now his prmcipal attendant 
and teacher. Although she familiarly called him 
^* Princey " (as seemingly did Lady Lyttelton), 
** the young gentleman,'* writes ** A," " was fully 
aware of his own importance, and while sitting to 
Burnand always expected a stool to be placed for 
him when he wished to rest his royal feet. He 
was never still and talked a great deal. He entreated 
Burnand to let him model his own face ; so Burnand 
made him a cast to fill with clay and amuse himself ; 
witii this he was very much delighted, and when 
he had filled his cast he brought it to Burnand to 
look at. And being full of fun he merrily dashed 
it in the poor artist^l face.'* 

The Princess Alice (now in her fourth year) 
was at this time the constant playfellow of her 
elder brother. Her brightness, good temper and 
sweetness oi disposition soon made her the favourite 
of all the inmates of the royal nursery, but possibly 
the pretty anecdote of her kind-heartedness told by 

• Nevill Northey Burnand, born 1818, died 1878. Outaincd 
in 1832 the first prize of the Royal Cornwall Polytechnic Society 
for a cast of the LaOcooo. Exhibitor at the Royal Academy 
1855-1867. 
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the late Empress Frederick of GermanjTy^ occurred 
somewhat later. One of the Queen's dressers was 
unusually tall, so much so that when she passed 

through the corridor, where the Royal children 
were playing, the Prince of Wales made it the 
subject of a joke. Thinking it might pain her 
the little Princess rejoined: '^It is very nice to 
be tall ; Papa would like us all to be tall." 

Putubf who alludes in terms of sympathy to the 
presence of the Prince of Wales at the distribution 
of the New Year's gifts already referred to, says: **It 
is with warm and unaffected satisfaction that we 
call attention to a distribution of beef, bread, and 
pudding, to the poor on New Year's Day, in the 
presence of Her Majesty at Windsor. Nor were 
the interior linings of the needy the sole subject 
of regard, for there were blankets, cloaks^ rolls of 
flannel, and other materials^ intended to provide 
comfortable external covering for the recipients of 
the royal bounty. A slice of beef is well enough 
for the hour, but a good bit of flannel will last the 
entire season. Pudding is delicious for the day, 
but there is more permanent advantage in a petti- 
coat/' The interior arrangements of the new 
House of Lords are now in progress and a discussion 
arises as to the dimensions oi the chair-of-ttate 
for the accommodation of the Heir Apparent to 
be placed near the throne. Punchy on January 30, 
thus deals with the whole question : " The pretty 
little chair to be placed to the right of the Throne 
for the pretty little Prince of Wales, has been a general 
object of affectionate interest. Unfortunately^ 
however, while his Royal Highness as happily 
growing bigger every year, the pretty little chair 
never grows at all, and there must be a sad want of 

* yi^^c ' Life of Alice, Grand Ducbctt of Hette " (tec anU), p. la 
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Sledging and Droschki Driving 

proportion between the seat and its intended 
occupant. We can only recommend the applica- 
tion of horticultural skill in such a manner that 
the chair may be planted in the ground, made of 
the wood of some living tree, and trained or kept 
clipped in the form that may be required to suit 
the dimensions of Walesian Royalty/' 

Towards the middle of February the Court 
removes to Buckingham Palace (the greater part 
of the journey from Wndsor being effected by rail), 

and the continuance of an unusually severe frost 
gave the Prince of Wales his first experience of 
sledging. We learn that the Queen now used for 
the first time the sledges and droschki presented to 
her by the Tsar Nicholas. The Queen and the Prince 
of Wales drove in the first sledge, to which was 
attached the pair of ponies trained expressly for that 
purpose, gaily caparisoned in their Russian bell har- 
ness. The droschki which followed was driven by 
one of the royal grooms attired in Russian costume. 

In March (1847) the election of Prince Albert 
as Chancellor of the University of Cambridge 
took place, although he declined to become a candi- 
date for the post. Punch (March 6) proceeds to 
caricature George Cruikshank's inimitable picture 
of the election of a Beadle, introducing the words 
** Vote for Albert, Five small children and a Wife/* 
on one of the supposed electioneering placards. 
The Public Orator at Cambridge rejoicea in the 
euphonious name of Crick, and in the following 
issue of the paper his address to the newly chosen 
Chancellor is thus travestied : 

" From factious saciilegious claws 
Keep Church and Bishopric ; 
Support mr acadank ctne ; 
V Imold our lights; defieDdovrbivi 

(EJacnkted Crick]. 
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The speech was done, he madeapraM 

For Albert and for ; 
Three most vociferous huzTivn 
Then broke from mighty WhewcU*! jaiWi 
Who^ as a proof of hi& applause^ 
Straight to the butterv goes and draws 
A pint of ale lor CricL'* 

In the course of April the Duchess of Kent 
writes one of her teaching little letters to the 
Princess Royal : 

** My Beloved Victoria, — I send here a little 
locket for dear Alice. I put my hair in ; the ugly 
string I made myself. I will give Her a chain for 
it or at least anoUier snap. Be so good as to return 
it to me to-morrow. 

_ « 

" Ever your very affectionate 

" G-MOTHER. 

** Sunday, Afril 25, 1847.** 

This has evidently to do with the fourth birth- 
day of the Princess Alice, in commemoration of 
which a juvenile party took place at Buddngham 

Palace. On the previous afternoon the Queen and 
Prince Albert, accompanied by the tiny Princess, 
paid a visit to Gloucester House, to the Duchess 
of Gloucester, whose birthday it was. Winter- 
halter's pictures, painted for the Queen, were now 
on view in the Queen Anne room, St* James* 
Palace, where thev attracted large crowds of 
visitors, admitted by ticket. Opposite the large 
family group in which all the five chOdren of the 
Queen and Prince Albert are portrayed, was a small 
picture of the Prince of Wales, attired in a sailor's 
dress — blue jacket, duck trousers and flat black 
straw hat, the orthodox costume in the Royal Navy. 
Everybody who was anybody seems, to have paid a 

visit to the exhibition, and the engraving of the 
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Jictures was entrusted to Alderman Moon, a future 
*ord Majror of London — an arrangement which, 
if the utterance of Punch may be trusted, occasioned 
considerable jealousy* The Queen and the Prince 
Consort paid about this time a brief visit to Strata 
ford-on-Avon, and now the Prince of Wales saw 
Shakespeare's abode for the first time. Punch 
gives a full account of the proceedings, informing 
its readers that " when the royal carriage came to 
the beginning of the street, the Queen ordered it 
to stop. Then Prince Albert lifted her out ; and 
the Queen and Prince Albert taking their children 
by the hand, walked — just like any pilgrims — down 
the street to the immortal homestead." Later on 
we are gravely told that " The Queen has ordered 
a foreign painter, Winterhalter by name [Winter- 
halter and Moon are apparently equally objects 
of jealousy] to paint the scene [at Shakespeare^s 
House] in a way that will bring in the Prince of 
Wales in the Queen's lap, signing lus name* in 
Shakespeare^s birth-room. Prince Albert and the 
two little girls looking on." Winterhalter's large 
family picture is reproduced in the Illustrated 
London Nezvs, with two verses, one addressed to the 
Prince of Wales, and the other to the Princess Alice. 
The former runs as follows : 

" Still rings the People's glad acclaim. 
What calls their fervent blessing down i 
Youthful heir of spotless fame 
Heir to Old England's love and crown, 

Mr. Riduad Savage, the co ui iec H ia Seaetaij and Libnrian ol 
Sbakeipeuf^i hiithplacey lafbiint me thit the property wai watt 
acquired by ^ natkn tiO Scplemba t6^ 1847, aiid the vintofi' 
baohi up to ^t date have gone to Amefics. None of the royal 
tignatures appear in the Church Albany nor m that d Anne Hatha,- 
wwf% Cottnge^ begun in October t 847. 
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I*riiice of Waki, that gbrioos name, 
Qienjr and AginoGart wdl fcoorr ; 
Wlien task orifljiiiiiie ID ihisie 
Before St. Gtotfi^t btiuicf tnw.** 

The verse dedicated to the Prince&s Alice wjis the 
foUowiag : 

** Loudly the Wdtin peals again. 
What f View ye not yon blooming chiU^ 

Swwjt as the lily without stain 
Or rose-bud in the desert wild — 
The Princess Alice ? Royal Flower I 
May parental virtues beam 
Bright in thy soul as in a bower, 
By Seraphs built on Love's fair stream.** 

It is only now tlut the Prince of Wales begins to 
visit public places in London. On the return of 
the Court from a brief sojourn at Osborne^ he, as 

well as the Princess Royal, accompanied the Queen 
and Prince Albert to the exhibition of the Royal 
Botanic Society. In the following month they 
were both present in the Queen's carriage at a 
military review^ when the youthful Heir Apparent 
appears to have discarded his habitual sailor's 
costume for a singularly unbecoming one including 
the peaked cap and broad collar then in vogue. 

Neither of the royal children went to Cambridge 
in July, where, to the intense delight of Queen 
Victoria, Prince Albert was installed as Chancellor 
of the University with much " pomp and circum- 
stance." Wordsworth's ode, set to music by Mr. 
T. A. Walmisley, the University Professor, was 

Stf formed and portions of it were greatly admired, 
ne portion, referring to Luther's celebrated 
hymn bearing his name, was very cleverly intro- 
duced, and Mr. Phillips was loudly applauded in 
the bass solo beginning : ^* Albert, in thy race we 
cherish." 
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In the Attire of an 

On the evening of August ii began the now 
customary autumn trip to Scotland, the Royal 
squadrra consisting of the two yachts, with an 
escort of four ships of war. On Thursday (August 
12) it was reported (pretamablf by telegraph) from 
Torbay that ^ the Queen had remained on deck 
some time after the yacht had anchored, closely 
attended by H.R.H. the Prince of Wales in the 
costume of an A.-B.* Her Majesty, it was said, 
looked remarkably well and answered the cheers of 
her subjects, who crowded in boats round the 
vessels, by gracious smiles and bows.'' 

On Friday, August 13, the Royal yacht anchored 
off Scilly. On landing at St. Mary's, the Queen and 
Prince Albert were received by Mr. Augustus 
Smith, who then held the Island from the Duchy 
of Cornwall. No English Sovereign had ever set 
foot in Scilly since the remote days of King Athel- 
stan, and the only other Prince of Wales who had 
ever been there was Charles II., who had taken 
refuse there during the dvil wars after leaving 
Pendennis Castle. In her Joumalt the Queen notes 
the prevalence of sea-sickness, which somewhat 

* fimif ihfiTi proud of Leeches inunoftal Jade Tar and 

cartoon, now proridei the following note : ** At the celdmtioii of 
a birthday of one ol the Royal Family, the two little Mioea woe 
dressed in the costume of true British sailon, after a well-known 
d«ign in a former number of Punch. We perfectly approve of Her 
Majesty's desire to keep up in her own family the naval glories of 
England, by making h^rts of oik out of those interesting little acorns 
already to be found in the royal abode. We have heard, however, 
that other classes object to the preference given to the navy by Her 
Majesty's dioioe ; aad the poor Pro tectwnifH aie cxpng out for die 
adoptioQ of their oottmnei** and 10 forth. 

t htKWM from the Jovmal of Our Life in the Hj^ilands from 
1848 to 1861, with some Account of Earlier Visits to Scotland, 
and Tours in Enghnd and Ir el and , and Yachting E ac tt winn a .'* London; 
Smith* Elder and Co^ 1868. 
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The Boyhood of a Great King 

marred the pleasure of the short stay at the Scilly 
Islands. On the following day (Saturday, the 14th) 
the squadron readied MUiord Haven, where the 
Queen received a Terr enthusiastic greeting from 
her Welslk subjects. Loud cheers were given for 
the Prince of Wales, who sat on deck b v his mother's 
side. The Queen herself writes: ^^Ntimbers of 
women came out in boats with their curious high 
crowned men's hats, and Bertie was much cheered, 
for the people seemed greatly pleased to see the 
Prince oi Wales.'* The scene so simply described 
in the Queen's diary was afterwards made the subject 
of a poem-* 

Shortly afterwards (August 1 5) the Queen, Prince 
Albert, the Prince of Wdes and the Princess Royal 

passed through the Menai Straits, and the Royal 
children saw for the first time the venerable castle 
of Carnarvon, in which the first Prince of Wales 
had been born. Mr. Turner, the Mayor of Car- 
narvra, came on board to pay his respects to the 

• Two of its verses ran thus : 

" Bat when the Mother brought her Quid 

Upon the deck and cried, " Behold 
Your Prince i the Prince of Wales/' a wild 
Exulting shout like thunder roll'd 
Up to Plinlimmon, Pcnmaenmawr 
Answered in iusty jubilee. 
Sending the shout to Snowdon hoar, 
Who pod^a it hisvdf o^er the Set. 
• • # • • 

* ' And well ma/ Cambria's heart beat high. 
Hanyof Monmouth then arose ; 
And Gressy paled at Edward'!i 07 
When fled the lilies from the rose. 
The blood of Tudor proudly flows 
Commingled in each bounding vdn 
Of the yonng Koyzi Tar who ^ows 
With pkatuie o'er the subject matn." 
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The Prince in his Principality 

Qliistrioiis visitors, and a little later the Corporation 

of Bangor arrived. Loud calls were made for the 
Prince of Wales, and Lord Adolphus Fitzclarence, 
evidently at the Queen's suggestion, lifted him on 
to a side seat in full view of the whole assemblage. 
This was the signal for an outburst of tremendous 
cheering. The little Prince, doffing hia ^azed 
hat, bowed his acknowledgments. He was dressed 
in a bine jacket, white trousers and " sou'wester.'' 
The Princess Royal was on the other side of the 
Queen. On Monday, the 1 6th, the Clyde was 
reached. The hills surrounding^ Loch Ryan were 
ablaze with bonfires. On the following day (17th) 
a short halt was made at Dumbarton, the Fairy^ 
upon which the royal partjr now embarked, next 
proceeding towards Rothesay, and on Wednesdajr, 
the i8th, the rbmantic scenery of the Kyles of Bute 
was enjoyed. It was now that the Queen wrote 
with unfeigned pleasure : 

"The children enjoy everything extremely and 
bear the novelty and excitement wonderfully. The 
jpeople cheered the Duke of Rothesay (a title belong- 
ing to the eldest son of the Soverogn of Scotland) 
very much, and also called for a cheer for the Princess 
of Great Britain.'* 

It was on this day that the Queen paid a visit 
to the ancient and historic home of the Camp- 
bells, where the Duke of Argyll had made prepara- 
tions for doing honour to Her Majesty on a very 
lavish scale. A Celtic guard of honour from three 
to five hundred strong was commanded by the Duke 
of Argyll in Highland costume as Mac-Callum 
More and Campbell of Islay. Amongst the many 

guests who were assembled were the young Marquess 
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of Stafiord * and Lord Blantyre.t In ascending the 
steps of the Castle the Queen recognised the Uttle 
Marquess of Lome, a graceful child about three 

years old, in Highland costume. t She immediately 
stooped down, took him by the hand, lifted him up, 
and kissed him. A carriage \\ as sent for the Prince 
of Wales and the Princess Royal. The Prince of 
Wales was very plainly but neatly dressed in nursery 
costnme as if the sending for him had not been 
premeditated. He lifted his cap to the assembly 
in acknowledgment of their cheers. The P rin ces s 
Royal wore a pea-green silk polka, a purple or 
brown drew trimmed with fringe, and straw 
bonnet. 

In his biography of the late Queen Victoria, 
the present Duke of Argyll § publishes the following 
interesting letter of his father written on the dajr 
following the royal visit : 

**Auguu 19, 1847. 
" All went off perfectly yesterday. The Queen 
visited Inverary. The day cleared up gloriously 
just as the squadron hove in sight. ... A show of 
kilts to the number of at least three hundred and 
fifty. . . . The Queen in very good spirits and good 
humoured. Campbell of Isla alone brought two 
hundred men in Highland dress, and these Camp- 
bell gentlemen stood with halberds and axes around 
the table when the Queen was at lunch. ... 
The Queen was most kind and civil to everybody, ' 

* Afterwards third Duke of Sutherland, born 1828, died 1S9S. 

t Charles, I2th and last Baron Blantyre, bom 18 1 8, died 1900. 

t In her Journal the Qnecn thus describe her future son-in-law 
and biographer : " Just two jrars old, a dear, white, fat iittic fellow 
with reddish h&ir, but vciy delicate featoict; a saeny and inde- 
pendent httlc child." 

S " VJtl.^" by the Marquis of Lome now Doke <^ Ar^lL By j 
aclarkdeaiwlhelefiff bett>dmi848, an obnonatefce. 
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In Kilt and Tartan 



and Isla's little boy Walter,* when he was presented 
to her, knelt and kissed her hand. My little lan t 
positively refused to kiss the hand of the little 
Princess Rojal, muck to .the amutement of the 
Queen." 

From lona and Loch Linnhe^ Fort William is 
reached (August 19-20), and on the zist the 
Queen arrives at Ardverekie Lodge,^ where it is 
proposed she should stay till September 18. The 
holiday^ at Ardverekie seems to have been a 
thoroughly enjoyable one* The Prince of Wales 
now dras Highland costume^ and the young Cluny 
Macpiherson, also in kilt and tartan, is presented 
to him. Daily rides on Shetland ponies are in- 
dulged in, and much delight is expressed at the 
Highland games and trials of athletic skill witnessed 
by the whole of the Royal Family. The twenty- 
eighth birthdajr of Prince Albert is kept with the 
usual rejoicings at the Lodge.§ 

Early in Cxtober the Court is again installed 

• Now Captain Walter Campbell of Islay and Woodbail, 
Lanarkshire, la 1883 Queen Victoria made him Deputy Ranger 
of Windsor Great Park, a post which he still hold*. His sisters 
were Lady Granville, mother of the present peer, and Mrs. Bromley- 
Davenport. 

t The present Duke of Argyll. 

i Pkoea at her Majesty's dimoMd bj the Maiqnti Aberooni» 
wiiQ icnted it £ram Lonl Hduy Bentiiui. Hie fviUs weie adorneil 
nith dnnriogi by Sir Edhm liandteer, whkh wexe afteiwardt 
destroyed by fife. 

S A sonnet was addressed to him by a contributor of Th lUus- 
fraud London Netos^ which, after tainting him as Patron of Arts ** 
aod Fneoiaii'a laitfafol fsiendy'' coodhided 1^ 

« 

Happy may every year tlie Future bringf 
Shine round thee. Prince ! 

While thou in Slewing bless'd ^ • • 

^ Shalt prove tlie Father of a line of Kings 

Who to Old Eo^laxi J shall be Ircu und FsJt»' 
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The Boyhood of a Great King 

«t Windsor, and on the iith of that month, while 

the Prince of Wales and his sister the Princess Royal 
were riding in the New Park on their Shetland 
ponies the animals were frightened by the antics 
oi a Java pony, and ran away before the groom 
could secure them, bolting across the Park in 
different directions. TJie Prince managed to retain 
his seat; the Princess Royal was thrown, but 
fortunately sustained no injury. On the prerions 
day the Dowager Queen Adelaide, whose health 
had been failing of late, had embarked at Ports- 
mouth for Madeira on board the Howf, with the 
intention of paying a short visit to the Queen of 
Portugal at Lisbon en route. Three weeks later 
a private exhibition of WombwelPs menagerie 
(which had proved a great attraction at Windsor 
Fair) took place in the quadrangle of the Castle, 
where the vans containing the different animals 
were drawn up and arranged in the centre. At 
3 o'clock, the Queen accompanied by the Prince 
Consort, the Duchess of Kent and the four elder 
of the royal children, proceeded to the exhibition 
in which they were much interested. The Queen 
afterwards suggested that the Eton bojrs would like 
to avail themselves of this opportumty of seeing 
the show, and they came in very great numbers. 
The Princess Plelena now begins for the first time 
to take rides on her pony, sitting on a sort of 
paclr-saddle. Illustrations appear in the Illustrated 
London I^lems oi all the Royal children indulging 
in^equestrian exercise* 

^At this time it appears that the Prince of 
Wales became the object of much persecution on 
the part of the sdf-advertising preseiit-senderi 

with whom Punch proceeds to deal with well- 
merited severity. First a facetious version of a 
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letter from Sir Denis le Marchant declining one 
of these offerings is given, and then comes a para- 
graph in which " 522 old ladies " arc described as 
** making pincnahiom for the Princess Royal." Sir 
Denis announces that the Royal serrants had 
received orders to take in no package whatever 
directed to the Royal children." Upon which 
Punch says : " If the sentries had received orders 
to shoot the driver and lad of the Parcels' Delivery- 
cart, we should not for ourselves have expressed 
the least objection to the proceedings." 

At the dvic feast of November a Lord Mayor 
Hooper in proposing the health of the Prince of 
Wales is reported to have said, " the day was dear 
to them, not only on account of their civic privileges 
then exercised, but by reason of it being the birth- 
day of the Prince of Wales. He was sure that all 
entertained towards His Royal Highness every 
feeling of attachment. He hoped as he grew in 
itature he would grow in wisdom^ and prove a 
blessing to the country." 

The sixth birthday of the Prince of Wales was 
celebrated in veryPmuch the sameffashion as in 
the previous year, the Prince, as well as Prince 
Alfred, the Princess Royal and the Princess Alice, 
being all present at the inspection of the troops and 
the firing of a feu de joie. It was announced that 
a few davs previously Messrs. Roth and Freeman, 
of Old Bond Street, had been ordered by Royal 
Command, to make several suits of clothes of new 
fashion and materials for the Prince of Wales, and 
a portrait of him is given wearing one of these 
dresses which seem to have been made from a 
Turkish design. One of the jackets was bright blue, 
lined with crimson silk and trimmed with braid. 

Another was of dark lake with white, and a third 
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of maroon with blue. A variety of waistcootB 
were provided of different colouit yiiying from 
phin bhck to white sateen, whilst a fai^ Scotdi 
tartan was emplo/ed for the trousers. From the 
specimen which fignres in the illustration it is cer- 
tainly fortunate that such a costume did not, like 
the naval dress, ever become popular. 

It was possibly the laureate of this enterprising 
Bond Street firm who sang as follows : 

" Ere now, the boy has worn the gaib diat Sanctifies our Wait ; 
The Blood-^red red on Neboo^s hseast gave the Jacket oloar Tan ! 
Aid had poor DibdiB Uf«d^-<tlie pride ol all ov Sttkr bttdi) 
WImo jrnig ^ Waici wiD^d die qottter-docfc^ and Br^^ 

die yards 

He must have felt that rictoij will still swell full our sails, 
While pioiid Yictoria Hm anid F^rinoe of al^ Saikv Pki^ 

• • • • • • • 

Old London claims him citizen — for CfC iu i oie her own, — 

For he was bom w)Kn London's King was ushered to h^ Thsone i 

For six brief years — with civic feast — his festival they mix, • 
And now the finest Birthday comes — and brightest of the six* 
Oh ! Never such a canopy of blue November vrore. 
Never so shone, o'er all the land — November's sun before. 
Then if an omen Heaven bom be one that never fails 
SUN OF BLUE SKY mx BUBS THBun or OUR DEAR PiONCE I 
OF WALES. 

The Court goes to Osborne for three weeks, and 
a rumour is current that another Church dignitarjr 
viz., Dr. Philpotty Master of Catherine HaU, who 
as Vice-Chancellor performed the hononra doling 
Prince Albert's installation at Cambridge, was about 
to be appointed txktdr of the Prince of Wales. ^ 

The festive season was the signal for the usual 
joyous gathering. On Christmas night the Royal 
table was laden, we are assured, " with a magnificent 
display of viands recherche and substantial, set out 
with infinite taste and splendour." At the conclu- 
sion of the banquet the whole of the guests retuned 
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to the Greca Dxawing^room* In this aptrtaie&t 
were fiye trees between six and eight feet high^ 

placed in ornamental stands, the trees being imitation 
nrs, and the leaves frosted to resemble snow. Sus- 
pended from the branches were hundreds of packets 
for Christmas presents. Each tree was brilliantl/ 
illuminated with upwards of eighty coloured lights. 
Mn McKay, her Majesty's piper,* was in attendance 
and marched round the room playing Scotch airs« 
The Queen's private band afterwards gave a concert 
in the Red Drawing-room. 

At the close of 1847 one of the many early bio- 
graphers of the Prince of Wales f describes him as 
" a light, active, fair-haired boy, with vivacity 
and intelligence beaming out of his bright blue eyes ; 
health mantling on his cheeky and a childish dignity, 
very pretty to witness, characterising all his move- 
ments in public/' The year on which he was about 
to enter lives in the annals of Europe as that of 
many revolutions. In England the much-talked 
of Chartist demonstration ended in smoke, but long 
before it took place, Louis Philippe had lost his 
throne, paving the way for the election and pro- 
clamation, nine months later, of Louis Napoleon 
Bonaparte as President of the second French 
RepnDlic4 In March an insurrection broke out 
in Berlin, while Spain remained in what may be 
described as a chronic state of unrest. The month 
of January was spent by the Court at Windsor. 
The news of the health of the Queen Dowager 
which came from Madeira was encouraging, and 
none of her pensioners and poor dependents at 
Bushy and elsewhere were forgotten either at 

• Sec pest, p. 270. 

t "Memoirs of the Prince of Wales." Marlborough & Co. n.d, 
\ Sec p. 288. 
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Chmtiiuii or the New Year* On January 21 she 
penned the following kind and sympathetic letter 

to her great-niece, the seven-year-old Princess 
Royal : 

*'Fiiiidu]» Jamuiiy si, 1848* 

**Mt dearest Grand-niece, — I have to thank 

yon for two very nicely written letters, which have 

given me much pleasure. I am coming here in 
person to give you a kiss ; if you will draw the curtain 
of this Palanquin you will find me behind them ; 
will you try f I wish you could, and that I could 
have the happiness of seeing you and your brothers 
and sisters, again. I have so much to tell you, to 
amuse you, and so much to show. All this I hope 
to do on my return to England. In the meantime 
I must tell you that I have here two very pretty 
and tame parrots, and a volih'e full of pretty canary 
birds. They are all on the veranda outside of our 
windows. I was much pleased to hear that you 
all liked the little carriage which I sent you at 
Christmas. I hope to see you some day in it. 
Give my love to your dear brothers and sisters, also 
to Und Lady Lyttelton. God bless and protect 
you, dearest child, prays 

"Your most affectionate 

" Grand-Aunt Adelaide.** 

In February the Queen and her children are once 

more at Buckingham Palace, and on the loth of 
that month (the eighth anniversary of Her Majesty's 
marriage) an abridged version of Mendelssohn's 
" Oedipus " was performed at Buckingham Palace. 
The Prince of Wales and the Princess Royal had both 
been present at the rehearsals which the Queen and 
Prince Albert superintended in person* 
The news from the Continent grows more and 
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Birth oi Princess Louise 

more gloomy, and Prince Albert (Februar/ 27) 
writes almost in despair to Baron Stockmar : 

** The posture of affairs is bad. European war 
is at our doors. France is ablaze in everv quarter ; 
Louis Philippe h wandering about in oiaguis^y to 
is the Queen. • . . Guizot h a prisoner, the republic 
declared, the army ordered to the frontier, tne in«- 
corporation of the Rhenish provinces proclaimed. 
Here they refuse to pay the income tax, and attack 
the Ministry. Our poor good grandmamma (the 
Duchess Dowager of Gotha) is taken from the world.'' 

On Saturday, March 18, the Princess Louise 
(now the Duchess of Ar^U, and the wife of 
the bonny child of whom the Queen had written 
seven months before — August 11, 1847 : Outside 
stood the Marquis of Lome just two years old, 
a dear, white, fat, fair little fellow with reddish 
hair, bat very delicate features, like both his father 
and mother ; he is such a merry, independent 
little child. He had a black velvet dress and jacket • 
with a * sporran ' scarf and Highland bonnet ") 
was bom at Buckingham Palace. During the 
following weeb the Prince of Wales and his sister 
visit some of the sights of London, the picture- 
galleries and one or two of the theatres. The 
question of saving life at sea comes to the fore, 
and the model of a life-boat is, by way of object- 
lesson, presented to the Prince of Wales.* She was 
built of bird's-eye maple, and fitted up with an 
elegantly carved chair, tne seat covered with crimson 
velvet, the back supported with the Prince of 
Wales's feathers carved in maple, and ornamented 
with gold ; the rowing mat was of the same material 
as the chair, and there was a footstool of Utrecht 

* Albert Edwiid Prince of Wakt." Waid, Lock and Co. 
1859. 
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velvet. The oaw were of mahogany and Terj 

light ; the boat was a single rowing skiff, and lined 
throughout with Captain Light's new patent 
material, which gives all the buoyancy of a litcboat. 
The beautiful specimens of swiinniing belts and a 
small li{e*bii07 were alio presented to the Prince 
of. Wales. 

Rumour is again bnsjr with the appointment of 
a tutor to the Heir Apparent, and on March 27 

a special correspondent at Oxford sends to London 
an announcement that " the learned Headmaster 
of Westminster School, the Rev. H. G. Liddell, 
formerly student of Christ Church, has been ap- 

¥)inted tutor to H.R.H. the Prince of Wales.'^ 
he much-coveted post, however, was not destined 
to fall to the lot of tnis illustrious scholar and divine. 
In May the Queen and Prince Albert are frequently 

at the Opera, where the appearance of Madame 
Pauline Viardot Garcia at the Opera excited much 
interest. She was then described as " sister of the 
lamented Mme. Malibran and Manuel Garcia, 
now Professor of Singing at the Con^rvatoire of 
Paris, who has written one of the best standard 
works on ^ The Art of Singing,' and was the master 
of Jenny Lind." Another ^ star of the same year 
was Mme. Tadolini. 

In July the Court is at Buckingham Palace, and 
the Queen and Prince Consort go down to Bushey 
to see the Queen Dowager, whose health has been 
improved by her sojourn in Madeira* In August 
the choice of a tutor for their son occupies the 
attention of the Queen and Prince Albert* The 

• Madame Viardot is still alive and well in Paris, while her 

brother Mannc!, who celebrated his loist birthday, on March 17, 
1906. forms a connecting link between the days bcloce Tniia)gar ind 
the hixh. yeu of the reign oi King Edward VII. 
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Mr. Birch becomes Tutor 

name of Mr. Henry Birdi, <me of the Assistaivt 
Masters at Eton, wis mentioned to them as in ertrj 
wav fitted for this^ position of singular importance 
ana respectability. An intenpiew is arranged for, 

and on August 6 the Prince Consort writes thus 
to Lord Morpeth : The impression he has left 
■upon me after a preliminary interview is a very 
favourable one, and I can imagine that chiidrea • 
win easUy attach themselves to him." 

7be 7inus on Angust ai (1B48) thus gives cur- 
rency t6 the whisper about Mr. Birch's appoint- 
ment : 

It is xumoured in well-informed quarters that 
the choice of a tutor during the early period of the 
Prince of Wales's education has fallen upon one of 
the Assistant Masters of Eton College, from whose 
aiiccess in engaging the attachment of the pupils 
as well as the confidence of their parents, the best 
results may be anticipated in the more prominent 
sphere to which it is proposed to transfer him." 

After much deliberation Mr. Birch was finally 
chosen. He had been educated at Eton, where he 

became captain of the school. He had taken high 
honours at Cambridge and had then gone back 
to Eton as an assistant-master. The Prince Consort 
at once wrote to the Duchess of Coburg on the 
subject and said : 

** Bertie will be given over in a few weeks into 
the hands of a tutor, whom we have found in a Mr 
' Birch, a young good-looking amiable man. . . 
It is an important step and God's blessing be upon 
it, for upon the gooa education of Princes, and 
especially of those who are destined to govern, 
the welfare of the world in thcM days greatly 
depends.*' 
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It was not, however, until the spring of the 
followiog year (1S49), when the Prince of Wales 
had paned his seventh birthday, that the reins of 
office were to pass from the capable hands of Miss 
Hildjrard to thosei not less capable, of Mr. Heniy 
Birch.* The letter to the Dowager Duchess of 

Coburg, jutt quoted, bears the date of April 10, 
» 18^9. Late in July (1848) the Prince of Wales 
ana his sister accompany the Queen and Prince 
Albert on a visit to the Botanic Gardens at Kew, 
and early in August thqr were a^ain in London, 
but the three younger rojal princesses and the 
Dowager Lady Lvttelton remained at Osborne, 
together with her Serene Highness Princess Hohen-' 
lohe Langenburg and her three daughters. 

A fortnight later the Royal Squadron was once 
more conveying the Queen and her children to 
Scotland, Aberdeen being on this occasion the 
first place to be visited. No sooner had the V ictpria 
and Albert anchored than cheers were given for 
the Prince of Wales and the Princess Royal, who 
were both with their royal parents on deck. The 
Prince of Wales once more wore his sailor dress.f 
On the Queen seeing the interest excited by the 
appearance of the royal children she led them 
forward to a position in which they could be seen 
by all. " All the people in Aberdeen," writes 
Queen Victoria in her Journal, crowded to the 
harbour and were soon delighted by seeing the 

• Sec p«st, p. 227. 

t Punch Wis cvideati/ determined not to lose the credit due for 
the nerer-to-be-fbrgotteii CtftDon. We now have [toL it. p. 150] : 
''Bwcmt <mn lialfpennx-a-liiier. 
*• The yoathfni Frinoe of Wun wis dmed tfier four ctfcbwtdl 
pktnie of him, when he is represented handing a ffm d gng to 
a tar to drink hit mamma't health.'* 
The lUght coofaikm ci cante and effect it qmte paidonabliu 
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First Visit to Balmoral 

Queen and her little c]|]ldren walk aihore with the 

Prince. . . 

Friday, September 8, 1848, will be very memor- 
able in the history of Scotland as the date of Queen 
Victorians hut sojourn at Balmoral. Gravel/ and 
with due sense of its own importance does the 
Ahifieen Herald discuss the outlook : It being 
one of the objects of Her Majestv in taking a High- 
land residence to afford Prince Albert an opportunity 
of showing his dexterity in the sporting line, Bal- 
moral was well chosen. Having had an opportunity 
of traversing H.R.H.'s beat we should say that as 
regard grouse the prospect is not very favourable, 
and we ground our opinion on the number of 
barren birds we encountered. If the ptarmigan 
are not wild, good sport might be expected among 
the craigs on the snmmit of Lochnagar, bnt u 
the weather breaks he will have some difficulty 
and delay in following from cliff to cliff. The deer 
will, no doubt, be driven, so sport in that way may 
be expected ; but there is no doubt that His Royal 
Highness will have access to better beats such as 
InTercanld and Mar forests. One of the best 
grouse shootings, viz.» the Moss of Monaltrie, is 
not ht distant. The only dog about the place is 
the late Sir Robert Gordon's deer hound * Danger.* 
The Queen appeared to be in excellent spirits on 
her reaching Balmoral. In the course of the after- 
noon Her Majesty not only inspected the Castle 
but walked through the grounds and ascended the 
Craig of Balmoral, a hill immediately over the castle 
— ^from whence she obtained a fine view all the way 
to the Pass of Ballater* A winding walk has lately 
been made to a point on the northern side of the 
hill, from which the prospect is most comprehen- 
sive and imposing. Below lies a deep wooded 
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. valief witbin an amphitheatre of hills ; and from 
thence the e^ wanders over a scene of great magni- 
ficence and in parts of great beanty. When night 
set in, a pile of fuel, which the Invercauld tenantry 

had erected on Craig Linne, was kindled, and showed 
a bright glare down on the Castle, while the gro- 
tesque figures of about loo men dancing around the 
fire added to the wildness of the nocturnal welcome. 
At Crathie there was a display of fireworJoi 
given hf one of the proprietors of the Lochnagar 
Distillery, Mr* Bcgg, of Aberdeen, who also Undly 
inrited the young folks of the district to a baU. 
In the course of the evening the health of Her 
Majesty was toasted as well as that of Prince Albert, 
the Prince of Wales and the other members oi the 
royal family." 

And thus wrote Queen Victoria of her first im- 
pressions of the Highland home she loved with aU 
net heart for more than half a century, even when 
sorrow and long years had dimmed the memory 
of its earliest and brightest associations : 

' " It was the first experience of many happy days 
and many happy years spent among the beautiful 
mountains of Aberdeen, in the keen and hoalthy 
air that blew from the peab of Lochnagar, over 
the fine forest of Ballochbuie and Mar. Tbe fine 
and peculiar colouring of tbe landscape was espe- 
cially pleasing. The more level ground near the 
impetuous river was still clothed, despite the 
autumn, in green. Then came, near the edge 
of the woods, the bright russet of the fern, lining 
the dark verdure of the Scotch firs, which rose, 
ridge above ridge, until they became scanty and 
widespread, while the bloom of the heather was 

still in full flower, to be succeeded on tlie highc^r 
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ranges by tht cold escarpments of the gray, granite 
rock/* 

• • • • • 

Of the then existing mansion, the Queen says : 
" It is a pretty little castle in the <^d Scottish 
style. There is a picturesque tower and garden 
in front, mth a high woodea hill. There is a nice 
little hall with a billiard**room ; next to it is our 
dining-room. Upstairs, immediately to the right, 
is our sitting-room, a fine, large room ; then our 
bedroom, opening into it a little dressing-room 
which is Albert's. Opposite, down a few steps, 
are the children's and Miss Hildyard's three rooms. 
The ladies lived below and the eentlemen upstairs. 
After lunch we walked out and went to the top 
of the wooded hill opposite our windows, where 
there is a cairn, and up which there is a pretty 
winding path. The view from here is charming. 
To the left the beautiful hills surrounding Loch- 
nagar ; to the right the glen ak^ng which the Dec 
winds, and the wooded hills which reminded me 
Yenr much of the Thuringerwald. It was so calm, 
ana so solitary. It did one good as one eazed 
around; the pure mountain air was most refreuiing. 
All seemed to breathe freedom and peace, and to 
make one forget the world and its sad turmoils. 
The scenery is wild and yet not desolate, and every- 
thing looks much more prosperous and cultivated 
than at Laggan. Then the soil is delightfully dry. 
We walked beside the beautiful, rapid Dee, which 
is dose behind the house. The view of the hiUs 
towards Invercauld is exceedingly fine. When I 
came in at half^past six, Albert went out to try his 
luck with some stags.'* 

Her Majesty next proceeds to describe the first 

deer-drive at Balmoral ; Several gillies were with 
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US. They took us up a beautiful path winding thiough 

trees and heather in the Ballochbuie, but when we 
had gone about a mile they discovered deer. A 
* council of war ' was held in a whisper, and w'e 
turned back and went the whole way down again 
and rode along to the keeper's lodge, where wc 
turned up the glen immediately below Craig Daign» 
through a beautiful part of the wood, and went along 
the track till we came to the foot of the craig, 
where we all dismounted. We scrambled up an 
almost perpendicular place to where there was a 
little box made of hurdles and interwoven with 
branches of fir and heather about five feet in height. 
There we seated ourselves with Bertie [Prince oi 
Wales], Macdonald lying in the heather near us 
watching and quite concealed. Some had gone 
round to beat, and others, again, were at a Utde 
distance. We sat quite still and sketched a little, 
I doing the landscape and some trees, Albert drawing 
Macdonald :i? he lay there. This lasted for nearly 
an hour, when Albert fancied he heard a distant 
sound, and in a few minutes Macdonald whispered 
that he saw a stag, and that Albert should wait and 
take a steady aim. We then heard them coming 
past.** 

After the ** drive ** was over, both the Queen and 

Prince Albert mounted their ponies, " Bertie riding 
Grant's pony on the deer saddle, and being led by 
a gillie, Grant walking by his side.'* 

Funch evidently brooks of no rival as self-appointed 
Court Newsman. The editor has no sympathy for 
the cohort of Jenkinses who record the doings of the 
Queen and her children at Balmoral, and produces 
a capital cartoon entitled " A Gross Outrage : or 
Paul Pry in the Highlands," in which a kilted and 
corpulent Liston is portrayed in the act of making 
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a sketch tlirough the keyhole. The success of the 
Tisit, however, satisfies everybody, and when Prince 
Albert purchases for 14,900 the Birkhall estate 
adjoining Balmoral, the Aberdeen Heraldywixh true 
Scotch sagacity, says, From this circumstance it 
is but reasonable to conclude that Balmoral will 
henceforth take its place in the same category 
with Osborne and the other royal residences where 
Her Majesty regularly spends a portion of each 
year. When His Royal Highness arrives in Deeside 
next year he must be welcomed in his new character 
of a Highland laird." 

On the return journey south a brief halt is made 
at Newcastle,* where tne Mayor read an address, 
and a member of the Corporation presented the 
Prince of Wales with " a transparent ivory-handled 
paper-folder, with a single penknife, the shoulder 
being formed of a crown inlaid with diamonds and 
other precious stones. On the handle were the 
Royal Arms with the rose, shamrock and thistle 
embossed in gold, and engraved on each side were 
different views of Windsor/* 

On the re-assembling of the Law Courts the case 
of the piracy of the royal etchings is much discussed. 
The victimst of the misdoings of Messrs. Judge and 
Strange have no more stalwart champion than 
Punch* After enumerating no less than sixty-one 
of the stolen pictures, the writer obsenres with 
righteous indignation : 

* In 1848 the Mayor of Newcastle was Mr. Stephen Lowrie* 
Tite Prince of Wales again visited Newcaitie with the Queen and 
Albert both in 1849 and 1850, when a more prolonged 
•ojourn was made there. In 1849 Captain James Dent Weatherley 
was Mayor, and in the following year Mr. Joseph Crawhal]. On 
tiie latter occasion Queen Victoria inaugurated tlie new Central 
Railway Station. 

t PutKh, ToL X?. 212. See a»u, p. 81, and p. 238. 
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" Let us confess that the shabby knave who stole 
the royal property, making unlawful use of tlie 
Queen's plate, has, without intention, done good 
service. Punch recollects no thief since the time 
of Mercur}r» who has done so pleasant a grace hf 
robbeiy. . • • The pilloiy uniortunately is gone. 
We recognise, however, another good in liie larceny. 
Prince Albert has been in Chancery. The Queen 
and the Prince now personally feel what it is to be 
robbed, pillaged and pirated. Will they then do 
their best to push an International Law of copy- 
right with our kind friends in America, who live 
by robbing ^ us youth ' and against whose wicked- 
ness there is not even the iorlom hope of the Vice- 
Chancellor I " 

The celebration of the seventh birthday of the 
Heir Apparent took place as usual at Windsor on 
November 9, Queen Adelaide (the constant corres- 
pondent of the Queen's elder children) being amongst 
the guests. At tlie inauguration of Lord Mayor Sir 
James Duke, on the same evening at the Guild haU» 
one of the ciiief features of the decorations was the 
plume and motto of the Prince of Wales, wrought in 
spun glass and nine feet in height. In the Christmas 
supplement of the lUustraUd London News is given 
a full-page picture of a Christmas tree at Osbome, 
in which portraits of the Prince Consort, the Queen, 
as well as those of their five elder children, and the 
Duchess of Kent are introduced. The " Windsor 
Theatricals/' which were now to enter so largely 
into the upbringing and home association of the 
Prince of Wales during the next few years, were 
inaugurated on the evening of December 28, 1848. 
They will be dealt with at length in a separate 
chapter. 

On New Year's Day, 1849, Prince of Wales 
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was once more present at the distribution of the 
royal gifts to the poor^ which took place, on this 
occadon» in the new riding-school at Windsor. 
Before the Court removed to London the miniature- 
portrait of the Queen and Prince of Wales, by 
Thorburn, was engraved by Heath and published. 
Beneath it was a short poem» containing the follow- 
ing verse : 

** And while the gentle Mother claims a meed 
Of loving hcaagjt from her labject lands, — 
Homage not loiced but free in word and deed, — 

A hud of promise gro^^'^ beneath her hands. 
Upon his youtiiful head what hopes arise 
From all tlie myriads of our towns and dales. 
The artless cynosure of English eyes, 
Treasure of English hearts, die Prince of Wales.** 

It was in the early days of February, when the 
Prince of Wales was seven years and two months 
old, that all the doubts and controversies about 
the next phase of his upbringing were put an end 

to by the announcement that " Mr. Birch, Assistant 
Master at Eton, has now entered upon his respon- 
sible duties as tutor of the Heir Apparent. Mr. 
Birch will reside with the Royal Establishment, 
and will travel with his royal and illustrious pupil 
from place to place as Her Majesty may feel dis- 
posed to change her residence. The Rev. R. 
Joynes has succeeded Mr. Birch at Eton.*' 

As a matter of fact, Mr. Birch did not commence 
work for some weeks later. In the letter of Prince 
Albert to the Dowager Duchess of Coburg already 
referred to,* the " giving over " of the Prince of 
Wales to the care of the young, good-looidng and 

* Hie letter ii dtted Anril xo^ 1849 (see anUf p. 219}. Amoagtt 
other honowi Mr. Birch h$d cairied off the Ncncaitlo Scholarship. 
After reigning hit poit In 1851, Mr. Bitch bectme Rector of Ym^ 
wicfa, MaacheMer (see p§st, p. 278). 
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amiable Mr« Birch,^ is spoken of as still some wedi 
off. In Majr the Queen and the Court are again 

at Buckingham Palace, and the Prince of Wales 
accompanies his parents and two elder sisters to the 
official visit to the Royal Academy, where the 
Coming of Age in the Olden Iinu of the still living 
Mr. W, Frith, R.A., was one of the most attrac- 
tive features of the exhibition. At the end of Tune 
the Queen, Prince Albert, with the Prince of wales. 
Prince Alfred and the Princess Royal attended the 
Scottish fete held in Holland Park. The greater 
part of July was spent at Osborne, which as each 
succeeding season went by obtained a stronger hold 
on the affections of both the Queen and Prince. 
Earlier in the year Prince Albert had written to 
Cbburg : In our island home we are wholly given 
up to the enjoyment of the warm summer weather. 
The children catch butterflies, Victoria sits under 
the trees, and I drink the Kissingen Water Ragotzky. 
To-day Mama-Aunt (the Duchess of Kent) and 
Chv^rles (Prince Leiningen) are to stay a fortnight 
with us, then we go to town to compress the pleasures 
of the season into four weeks. God be merciful 
to us miserable smners/' 

The Baroness Bunsen has giren us a charmins 
pen-pictture of the everyday life of the Queen and 
ner family in the Isle of Wight at the end of the 
eventful forties : 

"It is at Osborne House that the Queen more 
especially feels herself at home ; she there enjoys 
her domestic life and family happiness to her heart's 
content. She walb out in die beautiful garden 
and pleasure-grounds with the Prince and her 
children, in prospect of the sea and of the grand 

men-oi-war of Great Britain, in the midst of a (^uiet 
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rural population. In the afteinoon we all dro¥e 
to St. Clair, the country residence of I^ady Catherine 
Harcourt, near Rydei where a Bazaar was prepared 
for the benefit of the hospital. The Queen made 
purchases to a considerable amount and distributed 
a part among the accompanying party. In the royal 
char-a-banc I sat near the Prince of Wales and behmd 
the two eldest Princesses : they all spoke German 
like their native tongue even to one another. The 
Heir Apparent has gained in appearance of strength 
and has a pleasing countenance ; he will be eight 
years old in November. I called his attention to 
the eagerness with which all the inhabitants crowded 
round to behold the Queen, because she was so good 
and therefore beloved." 

Writing later of Osborne, the Baroness Bunsen 
says : 

large portion of the pleasure-grounds was 
appropriated to the young Princes and Princesses, 
who each had a flower and vegetable garden, green- 
house, hothouse, and forcing-frames, tool-houses, 
and even a carpenter's siiop. Here the Royal 
cliildren used to pass much of their time. Each 
was supplied with a set of tools marked with the name 
of their owner, and here they worked with the enthu- 
siasm of an amateur and the zeal of an Anglo-Saxon. 
There was no branch of gardening in which the 
Royal children were not au faiu 

Moreover, on this juvenile property was a 
building (the Swiss Cottage), the ground floor of 
which was fitted up as a kitchen with pantry closets, 
dairy larder, all complete in their arrangements ; 
and here might have been seen the young Princesses 
arrayed d la eutsiniire^ floured to the elbo^vs, deep 

in the mysteries of pastry-makings like rosy £nglish 
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giriB, cookmg the vegetables from their own gardenSy 
preservings pickling, baking, sometimes to partake 
among themselves, or to distribnte among the poor 

of the neighbourhood the result of their handi- 
work. The Queen had determined that nothing 
domestic should remain unlearned by her children ; 
nor were the young people ever happier than 
during their sojonm at Osborne* 

^ There was also a mnsenm of natural history 
furnished with curiosities collected by the Royad 
party in their rambles and researches — geological 
and botanical specimens, stuffed birds and animals, 
articles of their own construction, and whatever 
is curious or interesting ciassiiied and arranged by 
themselves.'' 

In 1849 the Swiss Cottage at Osborne had not 
attained the importance it enjoyed during the 
early fifties/' but Baroness Bunsen's narrative 

throws an important light on one of the most novel 
and useful sources of good in the general scheme 
devised by the Queen and Prince Albert for the up- 
bringing of their children. The long-talked-of 
visit to Ireland was to come off at last, and before 
the end of July, Punch published a cartoon described 
as Morning Caliy'* in which the Queen and 
Prince of Wales (it need hardly be said in sailor 
attire) are portrayed as paying a visit to a comely 
Irish peasant woman, representing Hibcrnia. The 
public were at the same time assured that " Her 
Majesty's visit will be homely and unpretending. 
On landing at Cork she will make the round of the 
citv in a car, occupying one side of it with Prince 
Albert and the Prmce of Wales, the other being 
balanced bv Maids of Honour. All Her Majesty's 
dress will oe of Irish manufacture ; Irish poplin ; 
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bonnet of Irish straw with blossoms of the national 
fruit. . . . Little Prince Alfred will be created 
Dnke of hi&eyJ' 

The Times dealt at considerable length with the 

Queen's visit to Ireland, which occupied the whole 
of the first part of August, 1849. 

The squadron in which the Royal party left 
Cowes on August i consisted of the Victoria and 
Albert^ the first yacht of that name, commanded 
by Lord Addphus Fitzclarence ; the Strombolij 
tender, commanded hy Lord A. Beanclerk; the 
Spbinxj conrette, Commander Howett; the Bla^k 
£agUy yacht, commanded by Master Commander 
Cooke; and the Vividy packet, commanded by 
Master Commander Luke Smithett. Some other 
vessels had been sent on to the Cove of Cork to 
prepare for the JKoyal arrival. On Wednesday 
night the squadron passed the Land's End, ana 
arrived at the Cove of Cork between eight and 
nine o'clock on Thursday evening. The ships 
present were the Hogue (80), Ganges (80), Arrogant 
(46), and several smaller vessels. Of the latter the 
Lucifetj Tridenty Shearwater, and Gossamer went out 
to welcome the Royal Flotilla and pilot it into 
port, the whole of the squadron being illuminated 
with blue lights and rockets. 

Next morning (Friday, August 3), after Admiral 
Manly Dixon, commano^g at the port, with other 
naval and military officials, had been on board the 
Victoria and Albert to pay their respects to the 
Queen, the Royal party were transferred 10 the 
Fairy^ yacht, under a salute from the ships, which 
also manned yards. The Fairy, after steaming 
round the harbour to give the Royal passengers an 
opportunity to inspect the scenery, proceeded to 
tne Columbine Quay, where addresses were pre*- 
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•e&tedy and Her Majesty gracioiuly authorised tlie 
alteration of the name of the port from Cavt to 

Queenstown. Then the fairy, attended by the 
Fivid and Banshee^ proceeded up the river to Cori, 
where further festivities took place. The Royal 
party returned the same evening and went on 
board the Vietoria and Albert in readiness to sail 
on the following morning. The special corre- 
spondent of The Tims, in describing the scene in 
Queenstown Harbour prior to the departure of the 
yacht, says : 

*^The Royal party, with that considerate con* 
descension which has marked their conduct through* 
out, and with an evident desire to gratify an ex- 
cusable and laudable curiosity, came on deck 
repeatedly, and leant over the side of the yacht 
so that the sightseers should be sent away perfectly 
satisfied. The Queen was on deck at nine o'clock, 
dressed in a morning wrapper, and plain straw 
bonnet with green veil* Prince Albert had on a 
military cap with gold bands^ and a shooting- jacket 
with light trousers. The Prince of Wales was 
dressed in a sailor's liat and jacket ; and, if one could 
judge by the manner in which he bounded along 
the deck, seemed in the best of health and spirits. 
1'he Royal Princesses were under the care oi the 
governess, and the tiiree Royal children were con- 
stantly to be seen gathering round the Queen, and 
evidently posing Her Majesty by their questions." 

The Queen somehow or other found time to 
make several lengthy entries in her Journal during 
the Irish tour. She was frankly enchanted with 
Cork, where an old woman called out that one erf 
the Royal children ought to be called Patrick. ** I 

cannot describe our route," writes Queen Victoria, 
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but it will suffice to say that it took two hours, 
that we drove through the principal streets — twice 
through some of them — ^that they were densely 
crowded, decorated with flowers and triumphal 
arches, that the heat and dust were great, that we 
passed by the new college wliicli is building— one 
of the four which are ordered by Act of Parliament 
— that our reception was most enthusiastic, and that 
everything went off to perfection, and was very well 
arranged. Cork is not at all like an English town, 
and looks rather foreign. The crowd is noisy, 
excitable, but a very good-humoured one, nmninff 
and pushing about, and laughing, tallong, and 
shrieking. The beauty of the women is very re- 
markable, and struck us much ; such beautiful dark 
eyes and hair, and such fine teeth. Almost every 
third woman was pretty ; some remarkably so. 
They wear no bonnets, and generally long blue 
cloaks. The men are very poorly, often raggedly, 
dressed, and many wear blue coats and short breeches 
with blue stoddngs." 

A little later she writes : " Albert decided on 
going to Waterford, ten miles up the river, in the 
Fairy with the boys, and as I felt giddy and tired, 
I preferred remaining quietly on board sketching." 

Mr. Birch was in attendance as well as Miss 
Hildyard. On landing at Kingstown Prince Albert 
held the hand of the Prince of Wales, while the 
Queen led the Princess Royal, Princess Alice and 
Prince Alfred. The motto which met the eye in 
all directions was " Cead mille jailthe,'*^ On a 
banner was emblazoned an additional verse to the 
National Anthem : 

^Oii! MaytK/cheerfiilamle 
Long blot oar native Ue. 
Hnkh to our Queeo. 
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Finn round thy throne we'll »und, 
Tnic to thy just command. 
Long ta our happy UndL 
GodsmthcQiieen.'' 

During the progress through the streets of Dublin 
a fawn-coloured dove, ornamented with white 
ribbons, was lowered to Her Majesty from the arch 

in Eccles Street. The Queen, who seemed very 
pleased, held the bird out to the Royal children, 
and the Prince of W ales finally obtained possession 
of it. At the Levee the Queen wore a dress of 
exquisitely shaded Irish poplin of emerald green, 
richly wrought with shamrocks in gold embroideiy. 
No British sovereign had visited Ireland since i82i» 
when George IV. spent some days in Dublin* 

Punch once more takes credit for the Prince of 
Wales's " Jack Tar " costume, and " hastens to con- 
tradict an absurd rumour that it is the intention 
of our Most Gracious Sovereign to reside perma- 
nently in the sister island. This ridiculous report 
has arisen from the prevalent impression that Her 
Majesty has ^one to Ireland for ^od.'' 

Before quitting Dublin the Queen paid a visit 
to the venerable Duke of Lcinster, whose uncle, 
Lord Edward Fitzgerald, had died, " attainted '* 
just half a century before, of wounds received while 
resisting^ his arrest on a charge of hi^^h treason. 
Of her ^^enial host at Carton the Queen writes with 
undisguised enthusiasm : 

*'The Duke is one of the kindest and best of 
men. After luncheon we walked out and saw 
some of the country people dance jigs, which was 
very amusing. The Irish is quite different from 
the Scottish reel, not so animated, and the steps 
different, but very droll. The people are very 
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poorly dressed, the men in thick coats, and the 

women in shawls, other men in. blue coats and short 
breeches and blue stockings. There were three 
old pipers playing. The Irish pipe is very difierent 
from the Scottish. They do not blow into it, but 
merely have small bellows which they move with 
the arm. We walked around the pleasure-grounds^ 
and after this got into a carriage with the Duke 
and Duchess, our ladies and gentlemen following 
in a large jaunting-car,- and the people riding, 
running, and driving with us. The Duke is so 
kind to them that a word from him will make them 
do anything. It was very hot, and yet the people 
kept running the whole way, and in the thick 
woollen coats which it seems they always wear 
here.'* 

Queen Victoria quitted Dublin with unfeigned 
regret. We stood," she tells us, on the paddle- 
box, as we slowly steamed out of Kingstown amid 
the cheers of thousands and thousands, and salutes 
from the ships. I waved my handkerchief as a 
parting acknowledgment of their loyalty." Then 
came a rough voyage northwards to Belfast. The 
weather got worse and worse,'' writes the Queen, 
" and blew a real gale. Though we had only two 
minutes' row in the barge to go on board thejpJtry, 
there was such a swell at the getting in and out, 
and the rolling and tossing of the boat were very 
disagreeable. We had to keep in a little pavilion, 
as the squalls were so violent as to cover the Fairy 
with spray. As we reached Belfast the sun fortu- 
nately came out. A very fine landing-place was 
arranged, where thousands were assembled." 

" Queen's weather " (already a household word 
in Scotland) prevailed after all. The visit to 
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Protestant Belfast was as pleasurable an experience 
as that to Catholic Cork, and the practical outcome 
of her brief but enjoyable sojourn there is thus 
placed on record by the Queen : 

" We left amid immense cheering, and reached 
the Victoria and Albert at half-past six. Many 
bonfires were lighted on the surrounding hills and 
coast. I intend to create Bertie EarL of Dublin 
as a comfliimnt to the town and country^ though he 
is bom with several Scottish ones (belonging to the 
heirs to the Scottish throne, which he has inherited 
from James VI, of Scotland and I. of England), 
and this was one of my father's titles " [Sunday, 
August 12, 1^49]* 

The enthusiasm provoked by the Queen's Irish 

fortnight found a sympathetic echo in Punches 
cartoon : Ireland a dream of the future." Before 
Loch Ryan was reached the Royal travellers expe- 
rienced a nasty squall. Poor little Affie [Prince 
Alfred — the future sailor Prince far excellence] 
was thrown down and sent rolling over the deck, 
and was drenched, for the deck was swinmiing with 
water.'* 

** The Court " now revels for a whole month in 

its Highland villeggiatura. Prince Albert enjoys 
some record " drives " ; the Queen reads, sketches 
and keeps up her Journal, and the " Royal children," 
as the Court Newsman calls them, write letters and 
take lessons in the intervals of health giving walks» 
rides and mountaineering* One of their most in- 
dustrious correspondents was the Dnchess of Kent 
(the kindly^ and affectionate grandmama-annt " 
of Prince Albert's letters to Coburg). In February, 
1848, she had written the Princess Royal the follow- 
ing letter, on a sheet of paper, edged all round with 
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garlands of foliage and flowers in black and gold, 
with angels at the top and figures of dancers in 
niches on either side : 

" My dearest Vicky, — I thank you very much 
for your idnd and pretty letter, which I received 
this morning. I am very sad that my indisposition 

Jrerents me from going to town to see dear, dear 
apa and dear Mama, you my beloved grand- 
daughter, and your sisters and brothers, to whom 
I beg you to give my kindest love. 

I am happy to hear that you are all well, pray 
my dearest Vic^ do not forget 

Your very affectionate and devoted 

GRANDllAlfA. 

Frogmore, lo FOnmry^ 1848." 

It was now the Prince of Wales's turn to receive 
a letter, and on the thirtieth birthday of Prince 
Albert, the Duchess of Kent writes thus : 

Tnabfidge Wdli, Auptn 1841^ 

My dear Bertie, — I thank you very much for 

your good wishes on my birthday. When I found 
on my writing-table on the morning of my birthday, 
papa's, mama's, your sister's and Alfred's letters, 
and none from you, my dear Bertie, it made me 
quite sad ; doubly pleased was I to receive your kind 
note the day after my birthday. I wish jnou many 
happy returns of dear papa's birthday. I wish I 
could have passed this happy day with you all at 
Balmoral. God bless you, my dearest Bertie. 
" Ever your very attectionate 

G&anduotheil'' 

In one of the Court Circulars of this time it was 
chronicled that the Prince of Wales had ridden 
out on horseback accompanied by Mr« Birch.'' 
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This announcement," says Punchy with less good- 
nature than usual, sumsts a congratulatorjr 
remark on the progress of Koyal education. James 
the First in his nonage was horsed and flogged, 

like any other youthful scholar, by his tutor. It 
is pleasing to reflect that the Prince of Wales's ride 
attended hj Birch was a bona fide equestrian 
exercise."* 

During the month spent at Balmoral the Queen, 
Prince Albert and all their children went in pony 
phaetons to the Braemar gathering, and thoroughly 
enjoyed the Highland games* The resolution taken 

on board the yacht on that tranquil Sunday morning 
after leaving Belfast, was now carried into effect, 
and the Gaxeite announced that the Queen had 
been pleased to direct Letters Patent to be passed 
under the Great Seal granting the dignity of an 
Earl of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Irdland unto His Royal Highness Albert Edward, 
Prince of Wales, Knight of the Most Noble Order 
of the Garter, and his heirs, the Kings of the said 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, for 
ever by the name, seal and title of Earl of Dublin." 
The title thus created has now merged in the 
Crown." 

Allusion is made once more to the Royal etch- 
ings law-suit. Mr. Judge, one of the defendants, 
was imprisoned for non-payment of costs, but not- 

• What was approved of by the Qnecn at Balmoral did not alwaji 
meet with her sanction in London. In the collection of Royal 
autographs frequently referred to in the course of this volume is 
the fDUowing letter from Her Majesty to Mr. Birdi ; 

" Qu££N \'lCTORIA TO Mr. BiRCH. 

** The Prince of Wales told us that he had been riding in the streets 
on Saturday. We do not wish him to do this at present, and alto- 
gether not to ride oat there tt preteat except sarel^, end iii tint c«e 
ia tbe Pail WDfdd km been the best place.** 
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A Memorable Civic Ceremony 

withstanding the persecutton to which for a long 
time he had exposed both Her Majesty and Prince 
Albert, a cheque for ;^i8o was sent by Mr. Anson, 
the Prince's private secretary, from Balmoral, to 
Mrs. Judge, in order that she ** might pay her 
husband's costs and extricate him from prison, 
and this in the hope that he would henceforth 
support his family by a more honourable industry.'^ 
The Queen and Prince Albert returned to Windsor 
much invigorated by their sojourn at Balmoral, and 
on October 15 Lord John Russell informed the Lord 
Mayor that the Queen would visit the City on the 
day of the opening of the Coal Exchange, and that 
she would be accompanied by Prince Albert, and 
it was hoped the Prince of Wales. It was about 
this time that the first mention is made of the 
fact that Prince Albert had suggested to the Royal 
Society of Arts, of which he was president, a great 
exhibition in London of the arts and manufactures 
of all nations. On October 20, the Lord Mayor 
announced that the Queen, in order to gratify the 
citizens of London, would allow the Prince of Wales 
and the Princess Royal to accompany their Ropl 
Parents upon the occasion of their visit to the city 
on the 30th inst., and that the invitation of the 
Corporation had been accepted by the Duke and 
Duciiess of Cambridge as well as by the Duke of 
Wellington. In the early days of the following 
week the Queen became indisposed, and finally the 
disorder she was suffering from was found to be 
chicken-pox, wiiich, though not severe, would 
certainly prevent her intended visit to the city. 
It thus came to pass that although the Queen was 
ftctualhr represented by Prince Albert, the Prince 
of Wales played a more prominent part than was 

perhaps oiigiaaiiy iiitendcd, in what may almost 
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be described as his first public fancrion. It was 

certainly one of a very interesting character, made 
more picturesque by the fact that the City was 
approached by water from Whitehall stairs. 

The Royal barge, which had originally been built 
for Her Majesty's great grandfather, Frederick, 
Prince of Wales, had been re-gilt, and was rowed 
bjr twenty-two men. The Admiralty barge, drawn 

Sdose to it, was originally the gift of Prince 
jorge of Denmark to the council of the Admiralty. 
It was upon this barge that nearly forty-three years 
before the remains of Lord Nelson had been con- 
veyed from Greenwich to St. Paul's. The scene 
was one never to be forgotten, the water beine 
almost entirely covered with barges, boats, and 
wherries, including the last built Royal steamer. 
A fresh breeze from the west proved favourable 
to the display of the silken civic banners, and a line 
of brilliant colour was furnished by the crimson 
uniform of the watermen. The State barge was 
steered by Lord Adolphus Fitzclarence, and the 
oarsmen wore their gold badges and black velvet 
caps. No spectacle of the kind had been seen on 
the Thames since the memorable water procession 
of August I, 1835, when William IV. and Queen 
Adelaide were entertained by **Ndson*s Hardy," 
at Greenwich. The Prince of Wales, who appeared 
to feel the solemnity of his first appearance within 
the boundaries of the City, looked a little pale. 
It is recorded that he wore a white waistcoat and 
trousers, black velvet coat with a single row of gilt 
buttons, a white tum*down collar, black neckerchief, 
and white cap with black band. He Princess 
Royal is said to have won all hearts in a pink quilted 
satin bonnet, with a small feather of the same colour 

at the side, black velvet mantle drawn in at the 
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waist, a green silk frock with white stripes and three 
flounces, and pale drab boou.. The decorations 
of the new building were all of a very elaborate 
kind^ and on seeing them the Duke of Cambridge 
could not forbear ezclaming audibly, as was his 
wont, " Beautiful, beautiful ; very handsome.'* 
Amongst the diplomatists was the Prussian Minister, 
the Chevaher Bunsen, in whose memoirs is to be 
found so much about the domestic life of the 
English Royal Family at this epoch. 

The Address was read so emphatically by 
the Learned Recorder [the Honourable Charles 
Ewan Law, Q.C.] that the Prince of Wales could 
hardly take his eye oit him. This is hardly to be 
wondered at when we know he had to listen to 
such sonorous sentences as that in which his 
own presence and that of his sister was described 
as " betokening the pledges and promise of a line 
of illustrious descendants to preserve to the united 
house of Her Majesty and Your Roval Highness 
through future generations the hereaitary throne 
of these realms." In his reply Prince Albert said : 
" Her Majesty ever rdies on the fidelity of her free, 
loyal and religious people. It is our earnest hope 
that the Prince of Wales may be regarded with those 
feelings oi a&ction which have, at all times, been 
the best security of the Throne." 

Mr. John Wood, Chairman of the Committee 
of Management, was afterwards introduced to 
Prince Albert and called his attention to the chair 
provided for the youthful Prince with its beautiful 
canopy of feathers. The Duke of Cambridge had 
some talk with his nephew and niece, patting the 
Prince of Wales very a£Fectionately on the head. 
A very elaborate dejeiner followed. The lUus^ 
trat^d London News says : " We are informed that 
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the sherrywas seventy }'ears old and formed part of 
the same vintage of which a cask had been sent to 
Lord Nelson a few da^'^ bef(3re tlie battle of Trafalear, 
aad that the Prince of Wales partook of anotiier 
kind such as had been supplied a short time pre- 
viotisly for the table of the younger branches of 
the Royal Family of Spain/' As another special 
compliment to the illnstriotis visitors the Koyal 
Chair of State, so trcqucnth' used by the late Duke 
of Kent when presiding over charity dinners at 
tlie Albion Tavern, had been re-gilt, and brought 
down to the Coal Exchange. The healtli of the 
Prince of Wales was received with vociferous 
applause. The return journey was made on board 
the Fairy yacht, and before Prince Albert took his 
leave of the City dignitaries, he is reported to have 
said to his children : " Remember you are indebted 
to the Lord Mayor for one of the happiest days 
of your life." On the same evening Lord John 
Russell informed Lord Mayor Sir J. Duke that 
the Queen had directed that he should be created 
a Baronet, and at the same time expressed her 
special gratification at the reception accorded to 
Prince Albert, the Prince of Wales and the Princess 
Royal. 

There are mentions both in the Queen's Journal 
and the correspondence of Lady Lyttelton, whose 
pride in the Prince of Wales was unbounded, of the 
memorable visit of "Puss " (the Princess Royal) and 
" the boy " (the Prince of Wales) to the City. 

Queen Victoria was delighted to hear that All 

London turned out to meet the gallant little Prince 

and his sister.*' Lady Lyttelton in a letter to Mrs. 

Gladstone gives a charming account of the event, 

and tells her how the Prince Consort was careful to 

put the Prince of Wales forward, and that some 
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A Narrow Escape 

city dignitary addressed the young Prince as ** the 

pledge and . promise of a long race of kings," but, 
adds Lady Lyttelton naively, "poor Princey did 
not seem to guess at all what he meant.** 

It is not generally known that while staying 
at Osborne in the late autumn of 1849, on the 
occasion of a battue in the grounds, the Prince of 
Wales had a narrow escape from a severe and possibly 
fatal accident. He had, as usual, accompanied 
Prince Albert, and with the thoughtless impetuosity 
of the child, ran forward to pick up a bird which 
had been shot. At that moment a hare which had 
leaped up a little to the side of the direction the 
Prince had taken, was covered by Lord Canning's 
gun. Colonel Grey, who fortunately saw the 
Prince's danger, with admirable presence of mind, 
threw himself alongside of the Prince and received 
the charge in his coat, which otherwise would have 
lodgL'd in the Prince's head and face. Lord Canning 
was so overcome by the accident that he fainted on 
the spot. 

There were to be few birthday or Christmas 
festivities this year at Windsor. On November 9^ 
the much-loved Queen Dowager, who had written 
so many interesting letters to her great nephew, 
the future King of England, as well as to his sister 
the Princess Kuyal, was on her death-bed. On 
December 2 she passed away, and before Christmas 
had been carried to her last resting-place beneath 
St. George's Chapel, on the shoulders oi those 
sailors in whose welfare her husband, a sailor from 
his youth upwards, always took the deepest interest. 
The fifth decade of the nineteenth century ended 
in mourning and gloom, but neither the poor of 
Windsor nor those who had been the object of Queen 
Adelaide's bounty were forgotten by Queen Victoria. 
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EARLY THEATRICAL EXPERIENCES AND REMINIS- 
CENCES OF KING EDWARD VIL THE WINI^R 
THEATRICALS [1^1858]. ROYAL NURSERY-FLAYS 
AND TABLEAUX [1853-1855]. THE GREAT AMATEUR 

PANTOMIME AT DRURY LANE [1855]. 

i*KOM the joyous days of the Restoration onwards 
the sovereigns of these realms have been consistent 
friends and patrons of the plaTer-folk,'' as thqr 
were familiarly known at a time when nine-tentb 
of our British Thespians were rogues and vaga- 
bonds " by Statute. While David Garrick, in laced 
coat and hat, went to at least one lev6e at St. James's 
every season, and while the fortunate actors and 
actresses attached to the privileged Patent Theatres 
were pompously designated '[ His Majest/s Ser- 
vantSi their humbler provincial brothers and 
sisters (a Kemble and a Siddons amongst them) 
were stigmatised as ^* barnstormers/' and hunted 
pitilessly from pillar to post by over-zealous country 
Shallows and their myrmidons. George III. doubt- 
less entertained that polite admiration for the 
famous " Davy," which was fashionable at the time 
of his accession, but all the enthusiasm of his riper 
years was reserved for Sarah Siddons (upon whose 
classic features Queen Victoria may have gazed) 
and John Quick, the low comedian, dubbed by 
Mathews in the days of his retirement, the Diocle- 
tian of Islington," in whose quips and jokes, uttered 
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with a squeak like a Bart'Iemew fiddle^" the King 
took much delight. Year after year they were 
commanded to Weymouth, and weighty indeed 

must be the State business which could interfere 
with their Majesties' engagements at the cosy 
little theatre, where, on the rising of the curtain, 
Elliston is said one evening to have discovered King 
George hst asleep in the recesses of the royal box« 
Since then the meteoric career of Edmund Kean 
had begun and ended, leaving Macready, the Etonian, 
to become the principal star in the dramatic con- 
stellation during the nrst years of Queen Victoria's 
reign, when Mary Amelia Warner and Fanny 
Kemble also enjoyed a laree share of Court favour. 
Charles Kean, Benjamin Webster and John Baldwin 
Bucks tone were all three at the zenith of their 
lame in 1848, when the "Windsor Theatricals'* 
(soon to become a power in the land) were planned 
and carried out under the auspices of Queen Victoria 
and Prince Albert. At the end of the first season 
the whole of the text of the various plays produced, 
together with the official lists of the company 
present, and the different programmes edged with 
paper filagree-work, were collected by Mr. Webster, 
and published, with gorgeously illuminated title- 
pages in the form of what would now be called an 
edition de luxe. In letters of gold Royal Enter- 
tainments," as this dainty quarto volume was 
named by its compiler, is respectfully dedicated to 
the *' nobility, gentry and public in general, who 
have loyally and liberally seconded the patronage 
bestowed by Her Most Gracious Majesty Queen 
Victoria.** 

The moving spirit from the onset behind tlie 
curtain was Charles Kean, like Macready an 
Etonian. 0£E the stage the chief organiser oi the 
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" Windsor Theatricals " for many years was Colonci 
the Honourable C. B. Phipps. The first perform- 
ance took place in the Rubens Room, Windsor 
Castle, on the evening of Thursday, December 28, 
1848. On this occasion Her Majest/s Servants " 
performed by command Shakespeare^s play of 
the Merchant of Venice,'' vntk the following 
caste : 

Duke of Venice . . . Mr. Diodxar 
Antonio (the Merchant of Ftnui) . Mr. Roceu 
Bassanio {bis friend^ • • • Mr. A. WicAN 
Salanio \ r-£-A to W (^^- ^^^"^^ 

GratianoJ I Mr. Webster 

Lorenzo (in love with Jessica) . Mr. Leigh Murray 

Shylock {a Jew) .... Mr. Charles Kean 

Tobil {a Jew, his friend) . . Ma* Howl 
Lannodot Gobbo (s C lmn m -^ 

vttHt to Sbylock) . . . Mr. Kulst 

Old Gobbo {Fatter to Launceht) , Mr. Addbom 

Leonardo (<S^«fill0 i^tfjiMtiff) . Mr. Field 

Stephanoj \Mr. Coe 

Portia {a rich Heiress) . , Mr<?. Charlks Keam 

Neils a (her IV ai ting Maid) . Mrs. KiitLEy 

jemoL {daughter to Shy lock) . , Mrs. Q)MPT0N 

Director, Mk. Chariji Kban 
AttUtant Director, Mr. Gioigb Etxii 
Prompter and Stage Manager, Mr. Frid, Wbbstbr 
The Theatre Arrangied ana the Sceneiy Painted hj 
Mr. Tboiias Gruvb. 

The name of the Prince of Wales does not appear 
in the list of those present on this notable first- 
night/' but he clearly figures in the illustration of 
the scene from the " Merchant of Venice," which 

forms the frontispiece of Mr. Webster's book. 
About that there can be no mistake. The second 
performance came off a week later. Here is 
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the programme and the full list of Her Majesty' 
guests : 

ROYAL ENTERTAINMENT. 

Bt COMIUUID. 

Her Majesty's Servants will Perform, at Windsor 

On Thursday y January 4, 1849, 

A Comic Drama, iu Two Acts, adapted from the French bf 
Diov BoucicAxn.T, entitled, 

USED UP. 

Sir Charles Coldstream, Bart. . Mr. Chaalis Mathiwi 

Sir Adonis Leech .... Ma. Granby 
Honorable Tom Savilie • • Ma. Bf i.i.iNcitAM 
Wurzel (a Farmer) .... Ma. F. Cooita 
John Tronbrace {a Blacksmith) . Mr. Howt 
Mr. i cmicii {a Lawyer) . . . Mr. Horner 

Tames Ma. Clarke 

Maiy Mas« Jacob Baiiow 

(Late Miss Jnlia Bennett) 
Ladf Qutterbnck • • . Bdis. HtnciY 

After which, a Farce, in One Act, hf John Maddisov Moktoh 

entitled 

BOX AND COX, 

A KOMAMCB Of UAL UTl. 

John Box {a Joumeynum FfinU^ • Mt. BtJCKsroiis 
James Cox (a JoumrymoH HaiUr) • Ma. Hatunr 
Mrs. Bouncer {a Lodgmg'baiui Kgeper) Mas* SrANLar 

Director Ma. Cbaxus Kxam 



The Tiieatre Arrange 1 an d the Scenery Painted by 
Ma. Thomas GaiEva. 




HER MOST GRACIOUS MAJESTY THE QUEEN. 

HIS ROYAL HIGHNESS PRINCE ALBERT. 

HI? ROYAL HIGHNESS THE P&INCS OF WALIS. 

uaa aoYAL tticHMiss the primciss xoyal. 
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HER ROYAL HiGHN£j»3 THE PRINCESS ALICE MAUD MARY. 
Hit tOTAL BIGRNESS THE PKIKCE ALFRED nifBT, 



T^t* jollru'ing Distinguis 

Her Royal Highncn the Duchess 

of Kent. 
Their Royal Highnesses the 

Duchess of Cambridge and 

the Princess Mary. 
Thdr Serene Highnenei the 

PrinoeNei Amdie and Elite 

of Hohenlohe Schillingsfartt. 
His Serene Highness the Prince 

Edward of Saxe Weimar. 
His Excellency Monsieur Van 

de Weyer and Madame Van 

de Weyer. 
His Excellency the Chevalier 

Bunsen. 

The Hon. and Re?. C. L. 

ConrteD^. 
The Vitoomiteflt Cuming. 
The Maxchionets of Waterford. 
The Countess of Mantfidd and 

two Ladies Murray. 
Lady Fnnny Howard. 
Lady Augusta Cadogan. 
Lady Caroline Somcrs C^^». 
Lady Mary Berkeley. 
The Dowager Lady and Miss 

Lyttelton and Miss Carcw. 
Hon. Mitt Matilda Paget. 
The Lord and Lady Rnthven. 
The Viscount Qifden. 
Mr. and the Hon. Mrs. G. £. 

Anton. 



bed Persons were present : 

The Hon. Air. and Mrs. Ashley. 
General and Lady Isabella 

Wemyss. 
General and Mrs. Scott. 
General Bovidet. 

Golaiicl the Hon. C B. and B<if. 

Phippt. 
Colonel and Mrs. Challoner. 
Sir George and Lady Onipcc 

and Miss Couper. 

The Lord in Waitini?. 
The C reborn in Waiting. 
The Equcrr}' in Waiting, 
The Baron Stockmar. 
Capuin F. Seymour. 
Mr. and Miss MeynelL 
Mr* and A^s» SeyoMur* 
Bin. Cmtcfaley. 

The Equerry in Waiting on !& 
Royal Highness Prince Albert. 

Baron Kncsebedu 

Dr. Meyer. 
Mr. Glover. 

The Commanding Officer and 
two Officers of the Second 
Life Guards. 
The Commanding Officer and 
two Officers of die Coldttream 
Goardt. 
Miss Hildyard.* 

Madame Roland de la LontO* 
and Mdlle. Grflner.* 



*^ Hamlet " was the play sdected for the following 
week (January ii, 1849). The caste was as follows : 



Claudius {King aj Denmark) 
Hamlet . . . . 



Mr. Dir'HFAR 
Mk. Charles Kean 



• These three ladies were all governesses in the Royal Family for 
several years, and took tome part or other in the early education of 
Kong Edward VII. 
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Polonius ..... Mfu W. Faraen 

Hofatio Ml. HowB 

Laertes Miu Lzich MtfUAT 

RoMnaintz .... Mr. Conwat 

Guildenstem • . • • Mx. Boyce 

Onick Mk. A. Wigam 

Marcellus Mr. J. Howaid 

Bernardo : • . . , Mr. Clifford 

Francisco Mr. A. ]h;iN-->AL 

Ghost Mr. Van den h off 

First Actor Mr. G. Cook* 

Second Actor .... Mr. Clark 

Gertrude {Queen o] Denmark) . Mm. Wauhr 

Ophelia (Daughter ie Pdauius) . Mm. Crakim Kian 

Actress Mm. F. SAmi 



The Prince of Wales, Prince Alfred, the Princess 
Royal, and Princess Alice were all present, sitting 

in front of the raised seats occupied by Queen 
Victoria and Prince Albert. Amongst the guests 
were Baron Stockmar, Lady Lyttelton, Miss Hild- 
yard, Madame Roland and Mdlle. GrUner. On 
January i8 " The Stranger," and John Qxenford's 
"Twice Killed," brought the four performances 
to a triumphant conclusion. The Keeleys played 
in both pieces, parts in **The Stranger** beine 
taken by Mr. Creswick and Mrs. German Reed 
(late Miss P. Horton), who had not appeared at 
either of the preceding performances. Of course, 
some jealousy (a feeling not altogether strange to 
the actor's calling) was rife« As regards the first 
night's programme, Punch observed that " The 
actors had been picked and sifted from the various 
Liondon theatres. . • . Her Majesty had graciously 
commanded the presence of all her Ministers. The 
sublimity of Portia's appeal for mercy made its 
way direct to the feelings of the Home Secretary." 

" Hamlet," of course, afforded a still better 
opportunity, and under the attractive title of 
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Hamlet's Coming,** the public were gravely 
assured that " the tragedy of Charles Kean, as was 
expected, will have a lasting effect on the minds 
of the Royal children. We have the best authority 
for stating that when any of the illustrious infants 
are at all refractory Lady Lyttelton has only to 
say ^ Hamlet's coming/ and they are still as mice.'* 

For eleven years the Windsor Theatricals held 
their own, until interrupted for a very lengthy 
period by the death of the Prince Consort. Nearly 
five years after the first performance Colonel Phipps 
addressed the following letter to Mr. Benjamin 
Webster, which explains very clearly the totally 
disinterested motives which prompted the Queen 
to seek, by this new departure, to assist the best 
interests of the English stage : 

" Brighton, Oct, 17, 1853. 
My dear Sir, — Mr. Kean will always in future 
write you a note when it is wished to have the 
advantage of the assistance of a Gentleman or Lady 
of your Company. I hope this may be satisfactory. 
If you will be good enough to refer again to my 
Letter in which I proposed a |>lan which I regret 
to say I have found it impracticable to carry out 
this season, you will find that it is no part of that 
proposal that any theatre should give an ' unassisted 
performance.' What I wished was that each theatre 
should in its turn brmg forward some new or 
stock play, which they should have the advantage 
of afterwards bringing out with the prestige of 
having been selected for performance at Windsor. 
By this it was intended to benefit both Managers 
and Authors, but although naturally the majority 
of the parts would be cast in the Company by which 

it was to be afterwards performed, the principle 
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which has ever ruled the performances at Windsor 
of making the representation as perfect as possible 
by selection from the whole profession was always 
to have been carried out ; and it was on account 
of the maintenance of this principle that some of 
the managers mth whom I communicated, objected 
to its feasibility* 

**The managers would probably prefer that the 
piece should be put upon the Royal Stage, exactly 
as it was to be brought out at some particular 
theatre. But I cannot see that in this way any step 
in advance would be gained, or the object would 
be achieved of showine how perfect an English 
play might be made. In the present state of the 
Drama in London the theatres are so numerous, 
and so nearly upon a par, that although the enter- 
tainment at any one theatre may be very amusing 
and highly creditable, it is not possible to collect 
in one Company all those who would best delineate 
the great varieties of comic or tragic character. 
To give you an instance. I have seen in your former 
theatre the Haymarket some of the most perfect 
comic performances I ever witnessed, but to prepare 
these plays again it would be necessary to get yourself 
and the Kcele)s from the Adelphi — Buckstonc 
from the Haymarket, Kean from the Princess's, 
and Wigan from the Olympic, and yet it would be 
a fallacy to suppose that these parts could be equally 
well fitted by others. 

"The object of the Windsor plays has been to 
raise the character of the British Drama in every 
way — to show how nearly perfect it may be made, 
and thus to cause it to be admired, and become 
fashionable (which is the great clement of success 
in London). I believe that tfiis object has been to 

a great degree obtained. The English theatres 
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are very much frequented now by the leaders of 
fashion (as they are called), the Drama forms a 
constant subject of conversation, and I believe all 
theatres have felt the advantages of these dream* 
stances. When in London I shall be happy to 
receive the advantage of some personal communica* 
tion with you to discuss these matters, as I shall 
always be anxious to receive the opinions of practical 
people on these matters. 

** Sincerely yours, 

" C B. Phipps-" 

The histrionic ability of the Prince of Wales 
at this time (l 849-1 853) was certainly not less 
marked than that of his great-grandfather, King 
George III., who played Cato at nine,* or his great- 
uncle, King George IV.,t who delivered Cicero's 
oration against Cataline before his royal father and 
mother in the Picture Gallery at Windsor Castle 
on the evening of his sixteenth birthday. By a 
strange coincidence the performance at Leicester 
House took place exactly a century before the 
institution of the Windsor Theatricals, nor is it 
less curious that the apartment which was the scene 
of George, Prince of Wales's oratory on August 12, 
1778, was seventy years later again utilised for 
almost an identical purpose by his great nephews 
and nieces. In January 1853 (whSe Mr. Kean 
was engaged on the impending production of 
" Paul Pry '* and " The Lucky Friday ") some 
scenes from Racine's " Athalie " were given by 
the Prince of Wales and his brothers and sisters 
with complete success, and to the unfeigned delight 
of their parents and those members of the Royal 

* See arUi^ p. 5. t See aiUi^ p. 6. 
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King Edward VII. as ^^Abner" 

Household who were present. The caste was as 

follows ; 

ATHALI£» Jamuaiiy 1853. 



Abner . Psikce of Wales (aged 11) 

AthaliA .... PuiiciM RoTAL («ged 12) 

lonbedi , . « H. Simom (aged 10) * 

joad • « • • PkiMcm Aim (aged 10) 

Levite • • « C. Tmwvt (aged 9) t 

Levite . • . • H. SiYllOUft (aged 10) t ' 

Zacharia . • • Princess Louiti (aged 

Salomith • • • F. Seymour 

Joas , » , , Prince Alfred (aged 8 J) 

Agar «... Pkxmcess Helsna (aged 7) 



Long years after, in her preface to her life of her 

sister, Princess Alice, the Princess Christian (the 
seven-year old Agar of 1853) writes as follows : 

" Little theatrical pieces performed by the Royal 
children on festive anniversaries in the family — 

Eartljr, too, with a view of gaining facility in foreign 
mguages — were the field in which the jroune 
Princess decidedly distinguished herself. No child 
ever performed the part of the High Priest Joad 
in Racine's * Athalic ' with more dignity and with 
a more pleasing intonation : and a more delightful 
German * Red Ridinghood ' than the Princess 
in the little piece of that name by Madame Jonas, 
never appeared upon the 8tage."$ Two or three 

• The present Marquis of Hertford. Son o£ Sir Francis Se/mour 
(Equerry to the Prince Consort), born 1853. 

t Eldest son of the late Sir C. Phipps (Treasurer of the Household 
to the Friace Gomort). Mr. C. Phipps, who wu bom in 1844, now 
Itm in Britiah Cdnmbia. Mrs. Qiaine and the HonbJe. mrriet 
Phipps are hta ibten. 

X Horace Seymour, afterwards Matter of the Mint. He wstt the 
son of Captain and hMdy Ai^gnsta SeynioDry and was bom in 1845. 
Charlotte, Countess Spencer, was his sister. 

§ " On the lOth February (1855) the annivenary of the Queen's 
naixii^ge-daxy there waSy as usual, a home festival»with the nurseiy 
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« 

weeb later (February lo, 1853) the little German 
play known as "Die Tafel Bimen " ("Dessert 

Apples ") was given, this time exclusive!)^, by the 
youthful Princes and Princesses : 



Max •••«.. FtofCE OP Wales 

Louise .•••«• Princess Royal 

Annette . • • • • . P&incess Ai jce 

Albert . • • . • . • Prince Alfred 

Conrad PRiNctss Helena 

Minna Princess Louise 



In the " Memoirs of Baron Bunsen " (p, 328) 
his widow gives a very full account of a masque 
or series of tableaux : " contrived " by the Royal 
children in honour of the fourteenth anniversary 

ot tiie wedding of the Queen and Pnncc Albert 
(February 10, 1854), which is also alluded to by 
Princess Christian, when writing of the extra- 
ordinary powers of acting possessed by the Princess 
Alice. It was of this very day that Queen Victoria 
wrote in her Journal ; " Fourteen happy and blessed 
years have passed, and I confidently hope many 
more vnll, and find us in old age, as we are now, 
happy and devotedly united. Trials we must 
have; but what are they if we are together?"* 
" Between five and six in the evening," say^ the 
Baroness BunseUi ^' the company followed the Queen 
and the Prince to a room where a red curtain was 
let down. We all sat in darkness till the curtain 
was drawn aside, and the Princess Alice, who had 
been dressed to represent Spring, recited some verses 
taken from Tlioinson's * Seasons,' enumerating the 
flowers which the spring scatters around, and she 

drama of * Little Red Riding Hood,' perfotmed by the younger mem- 
ben of the family, and appropriate venes spoken by the Princess 
Alice, who seems to have been the chosen dediimer tmoQg the 
princes and princc?"es " [Tytlcr, vol. ii. p. 131]. 
• " Life of Queen Victoria," by Sarah Tytler, vol. ii. pp. 124-125. 
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did it very well, speaking in a distinct and pleasing 
manner, with excellent modulation and a tone of 
voice like that ot tiie Queen. Then the curtain 
was (again) drawn up and the whole scene changed^ 
and the Princess Royal represented Summer, with 
Prince Arthur* lying upon some sheaves, as if tired 
with the heat of the harvest work; the Princess 
Royal also recited verses, and looked very well. 
Then there was another change, and Prince Alfred, 
with a crown of vine-leaves and a panther's skin, 
represented Autumn, and recited also verses, and 
looked very well. Then there was a change to 
Winter landscape, and the Prince of Wales repre- 
sented Winter, with a white beard and a cloak with 
icicles or snow-flakes (or what looked like such), 
and the Princess Louise, warmly clothed, who seemed 
watching tlie fire ; and the Prince also recited well 
a passage altered from Thomson. Then another 
change was made, and all the seasons were grouped 
together, and far behind, on high, appeared the 
Princess Helena, with a long veil hanging down 
on each side to her feet, and a long cross in her hand, 
pronouncing a blessing on the Queen and Prince 
in the name of all the seasons. These verses were 
composed for the occasion. I understood them to 
say that St. Helena, remembering her own British 
extraction, came to utter a blessing on the rulers 
of her country ; and I think it must have been so 
intended. • • • At any rate the Princess Helena 
looked charming. This was the close, but when 
the Queen ordered the curtain to be drawn back, 
we saw the whole royal family, and they were helped 
to jump down from their raised platforms. At the 
dinner- table, the Princesses Helena and Louise and 
Prince Arthur were allowed to come in and stand 

* Not yet loiir ytm «U. 
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by their the Queen, as it was a festival day. 

In the evening there was very fine mu^ic in St. 
George's Hall, and the Princess Royal and the 
Princess Alice were allowed to stop up and hear it, 
sitting to the right and left of the chairs where sat 
the Queen and Prince Albert, and the Duchess of 
Kent." It was the tableaux of the Seasons which 
gave the first idea of the four well-known statuettes 
of the Prince of Wales, the Princess Royal, the 
Princess Alice and Prince Alfred, sculptured by 
Mrs. Thornycroft, and subsequently engraved by 
W. Roffe. The story of these school-room dramas 
as played in the early fifties of the last century 
at Windsor and Osborne, illustrates very happily 
the important part which the Queen and Prince 
Albert allowed the dramas of England, France and 
Germany, to play in shaping the minds and develop- 
ing the intelligence of all their children. 

Later, in the spring of the same year in which 
** Little Red Ridm^ Hood was planned and 
plaved " by the Prmcess Alice and her brothers 
ana sisters, the Prince of Wales accompanied the 
Queen and Prince Albert to witness a theatrical 
performance within the historical waUs of **01d 
J)rury," whieh excited at the time an amount 
of public attention almost without a precedent in 
the annals of the stage. Although all the principal 
actors in the Amateur Pantomime ot 1855 have 
passed away, some of them have left on record 
their appreciation of the alertness, keen sense of 
humour, and unflagging attention, manifested by 
the Prince of Wales in the quips and cranks of three 
of the most daring and successful mirth-provokers* 
of the mid-nineteenth century. Under the aus- 
pices of the Fielding Club " Harlequin Guy Fawkes 

* Tiioinis Knox Hohnci, Rdmund Yatet and Albert SmitL 
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had achieved on March 31 a triumph which threw 
all former successes of the now ranished Olympic 
into the shade. John Oxenford had usea words 

of commendation in The Times such as rarely fall 
to the lot of the ordinary actor. " It was," he wrote, 

when Mr. T. K. Holmes entered in the dress of 
Guy Fawkes, and bowed his forehead down to his toes, 
with all that freedom from bone which is peculiar 
to pantomimic art, that the new sensation was pro- 
duced. Yes I people really began to believe that 
an amateur pantomime was possible." "Tom" 
Holmes^ the son of Billy " Holmes, the great 
Tory wirepuller of a hundred years ago, who had 
seen Sarah Siddons act> had supped with ^* Davy " 
Garrick's widow, and had taken the message announc- 
ing the victory of Waterloo to the Alfred Club, lived 
down to the very threshold of the twentieth century. 
He left behind him amjple materials for a biographical 
Tolume of surpassing mterest, but the opportmuty 
was missed, in 1887 he made the following note : 

*^The amateur pantomime at Drury Lane was 
honoured by the presence of all the Royal Family. 
The gross receipts were above ^1200, but as the 
5J. gallery tickets were afterwards sold at is» 
a-piece, above ^2000 was paid by the audience; 
the largest amount ever taken in that theatre. In 
that I played the principal character in the opening 
scenes. This performance was in aid of Wellington 
College, to which it contributed £700, Never can 
I forget the hearty enjoyment it afforded to the 
Prince of Wales with whom all our jokes seemed 
to go home at once.'' In his Recollections,"* 
Edmund Yates says : *^The fame of the performance 
(at the Olympic) reached the ears of Royalty. 
The consequence was a command to repeat the 

• Vol. i. p. 277, 
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pantomime in the presence of the Queen and the 
JPrincc Consort, a command which we obeyed 
shortly after at Drury Lane Theatre, with enormous 
Bucceas; H.R.H. the Prince of Wales, then a lad 
of fonrteeui taking especial delight in the perform- 
ance. The large receipts were handed, at Her 

Majesty's suggestion, to the Royal Naval Female 
School — an admirable institution, which, in grati- 
tude for the bounty of the Fielding Club, made 
three of its committee-men life governors, the 

eriyileges of which permission I still enjoy. A 
rge addition to the funds of Wellington Collie — 
the proceeds of the amateur pantomime, with a 
different * opening * in the June of the following 
year — did not, if I remember rightly, elicit any- 
thing but a bare expression of thanks.** Mr. 
Holmes and Mr. Yates are in evident disaccord 
as to the ultimate destination of the proceeds of 
" Guy Fawkes," but they are in perfect agreement 
as to the impression their wit nude on the mind 
of the Heir Apparent. Mr. Bidwell (a name still 
associated with the honoured traditions of the 
Foreign Office) was Harlequin, and Mr. J. Robins, 
Clown ; the roles of Pantaloon and Catesby fell 
to Arthur and Albert Smith ; Edmund Yates was 
the lover, and Miss Rosina Wright, one of the most 
charming actresses of that tiine, Columbine* Hot 
Codlins'* was demanded with an insistence King 
Edward VII. stiU probably remembers, and Mr. 
Oxenford has made it historical that " The famous 
legend of the little old woman," was sung bv Mr. 
J. Robins,* " with all contortions of voice and 

• The " Amateur Pantomime " ended by provoking a veiy pretty 
qoMrel. Mr. J. Robins was the Km of die gnndikMjDait MctionMr, 
Geoige Robini. A levr dajt tfter the perfniiuiioe a letter appeired 
from one Julian Robini, pfoteithig duit he wat not the J. Hobim 

158 



Digitized by Google 



King Edward VII. and the Drama 

countenance which would have satisfied the most 
rigid judge of pantomimic proprieties/' 

Fifty years all told have fled since " Harlequin 

Guy Fawkes " was the talk of all London west of 
Temple Bar. During the whole of this half-century 
of movement and change, the national stage has 
had no more discriminating and loyal friend and 
consistent protector than the Sovereign of to-day, 
who, as Prmce of Wales, fostered and encouraged 
all the ^ood work accompUshed and salutary reforms 
effected by the talents and energy of Sir Henry 
Irving, Sir Squire and Lady Bancroft, Sir Charles 
Wyndham (whose well-merited honours immediately 
followed the King's accession), the late Sir Augustus 
Harris, Mr* John Hare, and Mr. George Alexander ; 
and somewhat later, by Mr. H. Beerbohm Tree, and 
Mr. Arthur Bourchier. It has been (despite the 
protests of the cavillers and the croaUngs of the 
faddists) a period of healthy progress, and the *'player- 
folk " acknowledge with gratitude to-day all that 
has resulted from that broad and comprehensive 
scheme of education, devised in the forgotten 
** forties,'' which made an intelligent experience of 
the drama (in the most catholic sense of the term) 

Sart and parcel of the early upbringing of a great 
jng. 

who played the Clown. " As people ^nve been pood enough to take 
me for the buffoon (our initials being similar) I most respectfully 
beg insertion for this letter, not caring to be thought a Clown myself, 
nor wishing to rob the great Mr. J. Robuw of his just meed of honour ** 
It was written from 14 Albert Road, Regent's Park. It was promptly 
replied to by Edmund Yates and W. P. Hall, Joint Secretaries of tht 
Garrick ana Fielding Qubi, and correspondence appeared in several 
papers, adimonknit in the eztnme, and certainly not in the best 
titte. 
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WORK AND PLAY IN THE EARLY " FIFTIES 
THE DAYS Of TH£ PALACE Of CKiSTAL 

The next fotur years were fraught with mnnv 
momentous events as far as the history of the British 
Empire is concerned, although nothing was allowed 

to disturb the even tenour of the studies pursued 
by the Prince of Wales, first under the care of Mr. 
Henry Birch (i 849-1851), and then under that of 
Mr. F. W. Gibbs (185 2-1 85 5), both tutors being 
at all times subject to the vi^ant care and constant 
supervision of the Queen and Prince Albert. In 
the opinion of Mr. Birch as weQ as in the estimation 
of Mr. Gibbs, the Heir Apparent showed an aptness 
for study and a natural intelligence far above the 
average possessed by boys of his own age. Gifted 
with a memory for facts and faces almost phenomenal, 
he acquired foreign languages with astonishing 
rapidity, and his taste for art in the widest sense of 
the term was certainly hereditary. Very few con- 
temporazT statesmen can, like King Edward VII.t 
speak ana write at least three languages with equal 
fluency and correctness. His tact also seems to be 
innate, and his powers as an impromptu speaker 
have scarcely met with the recognition they merit. 
The foundations of much that distinguishes him 
to-day were laid carefully and patiendy in those 

first years of the sixth decade of the nineteenth 
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century wiiich were destined to witness the deaths 
ol Wordsworth, Peel and Wellington ; the forma- 
tion and collapse of two Cabinets ; the passing away 
from the ranks of Royalty of the Duke of iCamhridge 
and the Queen of the Belgians : the general unrest 
caused by the Papal Agression, and the inception, 
erection and snccessfiil inangoration in Hyde Park 
of the Great Exhibition of all Nations, which far 
from proving the harbinger of a long and universal 
peace, turned out to be the immediate prelude 
of the coup (TEtat which made the quondam 
exile Louis Napoleon Bonaparte, Emperor of the 
French, and the forerunner of the Crimean War. 
Before the four years were ended, the English and 
French fleets had entered the Bosphorus, and the 
outbreak of hostilities was regarded on all hands 
as imminent and inevitable. 

The weather during the first days of January 
(1850) was very severe, and Prince Albert and his 
elder sons were able to indulge in their favourite pas* 
times of sledging and skating. Before the month 
was orer a representative meeting held in the City 
had declared itself, with every token of enthusiasm, 
in favour of the proposed World's Fair, which was 
to bring all Europe to London in the spring and 
summer of the following year. LTndeterred by a 
passing wave of unpopularity in the provinces. 
Prince Albert devoted the whole of his constitutional 
energies to the realisation of his favourite project. 
On February i the first of the dramatic performances 
of the season took place in the Rubiens room at 
Windsor Castle.* The play presented was " Julius 
Caesar," the title role being interpreted by Mr. 
Charles Fisher, with Mr. Macready as " Marcus 
Brutus," Mr« Charles Kean as Marcus Antonius/' 

* See chap, az., pp. t^ti'^ 
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and Mr. Leigh Murray as " Octavius Caesar." Mrs. 
Warner (always a great favourite with Queen 
Victoria) acted the part of " Portia," and Mrs. 
Saville that of Csesar's wife. Both the Queen's 
Closet and the King^s Council Chamber were placed 
at the disposal of the actors, who possessed a Green 
Room such as no theatre in the world could boast 
of. The two plays selected for performance on 
February 8 were " King Rene's Daughter," from 
the German version of a Danish poem, abridged and 
adapted for stage representation by the Hon. 
Edmund Phipps with Mr. James Wallack as King 
Ren^, Mr. Charles Kean as Count Tristram, Mrs. 

Charles Kean as lolanthe, and Airs. F. Saville as 
Martha. The play was admirably mounted and 
was followed by Mr. J. R. Planche's " Charles XIL" 
Mr. Webster taking the title roU^with Mr. Charles 
Kean, Mr. Leigh Murray, Mr. Cooper, Mr. Wallack 
and Mr.Harley in other parts. The female parts 
were played by Miss Jane Mordaunt and Miss 
Kathleen FitzwilUam. The Windsor productions 
now, as the Queen hoped, began to find favour 
in the eyes of the London managers, and within a 
few days of this notable performance the production 
of Charles Xll." was announced simultaneously 
at two London theatres. 

In April the Court was, as usual, at Buckingham 
Palace, and on the aoth of that month the Prince 
of Wales was present (in happy unconsciousness 
of the difficulties of Algeciras conferences half a 
century later) at the inspection of Arab horses sent 
to the Queen by the then Sultan of Morocco. 
The Moors who came to England with the gifts for 
the Queen were taken to see the whole of the sights 
of London, including the Zoological Gardens, 
Astley's, Albert Smith's entertainment, the Odli- 
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seuniy three panoramas, and the Tower. Before 
they left, their confession ** There is only one God, 

and iMahommed is His Prophet/' was supplemented 
by the cry " There is no other Queen but the Queen 
of England." On April 21 the Prince received 
the following letter from the Duchess of Kent : 

^'Gaxence House, April 21, 1850. 
** My dearest Bertie, — I thank you very much 
for your kind inquiries ; my cold is nearly gone. 
I trust 1 shall very soon have the happiness to receive 
a visit from you, as that wiU show me that you have 
been a good boy, which nobody is more anxious 
you should always be than 

^ Your very affectionate 

Grandmama." 

On April 27 the seventh birthday of the clever 
and popular Princess Alice was commemorated by 
a juvenile party at Buckingham Palace. She was 

now the pet as well as the beauty of the family, 

and the chosen playmate of her elder brothers, who 
doted on her. A year later than this (April 25, 
1 851) Lady Lyttelton wrote: 

Dear Princess Alice is too pretty, in her low 

frock and pearl necklace, tripping about and blush- 
ing and smiling at her honours. The whole family, 
indeed, appear to advantage on birthdays ; no trades- 
man or country squire can keep one with such hearty 
simple affection and enjoyment. One present I 
think we shall all wish to live further off ; a live 
lamb, all over pink ribbons and bells. He is already 
the greatest pet, as one may suppose. Princess 
AHce's pet lamb is the cause of many tears. He 
will not take to his mistress, but runs away lustily, 
and will soon butt at her, though she is most coaxy, 

and said to him in her sweetest tones, after kissing 
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his no«e often^ 'Milly, ir«f MiUy! yoa like 

mc ? ' 

It was of the Princess Alice's birthday fHs of 
1850, that Punch says : 

" At five o'clock in the afternoon Her Majesty 
received a small juvenile party. The Qaeen, 
accompanied by the Royal children, received the 
youthful visitors in the saloon, in which the juveniles 
danced, and afterwards proceeded to the library 
where refreshments were served. Here is an ad- 
mirable example to those who are in the habit of 
giving children's parties, commencing at 8 or 9 p.m., 
and terminating at one or two in the morning, 
when the jaded juveniles crawl away with at least 
six months health taken out of them by late hours, 
excitement and fatigue." * 

Three days after the royal " small and early/' 
the Queen's seventh child and third sont was bom, 
like the Prince of Wales, at Buckingham Palace. 
Mrs. Lilly had once more assumed the reins of 

office. The following bulletin was issued ; 

« Bndringham Palace, WUMtUti^t I, SS50. 

^'The Queen was safely delivered of a Prince 
at 17 minutes after 8 o*dock this morning. Her 

Majesty and the infant Prince arc well. 

" James Clarke, M.D. 
" Charles Locock, M.D. 
" Robert Ferguson, M.D." 

The Queen's recovery was unusually rapid, 
and before a fortnight was over the approaching 

• Punchy yol. rv Hi, p. 1 17, 

t Now the Duke of Connaught, K.G., Inspector-General of hit 
Majesty's Forcei, and Most Wonhipful Grand Matter of Jb^jak, 
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remoTsd of the Court to Windsor was discussed. 
This in no way interfered with the gaieties of the 

London season, and the papers are full of the 
magnificent entertainment given by Miss Coutts 
at her mansion in Stratton Street to His Grace 
the Dnke of Wellington, and a distinguished 
circle of nobility." Somehow or other, the 
intended name of the ^ May Prince leaked out, 
and Puncbf always equal to the occasion, gravely 
writes : 

" It has been authoritatively announced that the 
new Prince, having been born on the birthday of 
the Duke of Wellington, is to be called Arthur, 
in compliment to the Hero of Waterloo* We 
perfectly approve of the arrangement, and regret 
that we cannot second the suggestion of a highly 
respectable deputation of chimney sweeps, who 
waited outside our oiiicG on Wednesday last, with 
a proposal that in consequence of the royal infant 
having been born on Chimney Sweepers' Day, 
he should be called the Black Prince.''* During the 
8tay of the Queen at Osborne, excursions vrere made 
to various parts of the Isle of Wight, and on June 22 
— ^two days after the thirteenth anniversary of 
the Queen's accession — ^the newly-bom Prince was 
baptized at Buckingham Palace by the name of 
Arthur William Patrick Albert. The Prince of 
Wales and Prince Alfred, who were both present, 
were, in Higliland costume. His godfathers were 
the conqueror of Napoleon I. in 1815, and the future 
overthrower of Napoleon IIL in 1 870-1 871 » Could 
anything be more appropriate for the Inspector- 
General of His Majesty's forces in 1906 ? At the 
banquet the Lord Steward gave the following 
toast : " His Royal Highness Prince Arthur, His 

* FuMcb^ vol. xviii. p. 182. 
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Royal Highness the Prince of Pmstia, the Queen 
ana Prince Albert/' 

On this occasion a chorale, specially composed 
by H.R.H. Prince Albert, was performed ; 

** In life's gay mom, ere sprightly jroatb 

By vice and folKe? is enslav*d. 
Oh 1 may thy Maker's glorious name 
Be on thy infant mind engraved. 
So shall no shades of sorrow cloud 
Tiie sunshine of tiiy early days ; 
But happincK in endlett roaad 
ShaD ttiil encompass all thy ways.*' 

Five days later the Queen received a blow from 
a stick levelled at her by a miscreant named Robert 
Pate, who had once held a commission in the Army. 
Although somewhat severely braised^ Her Majesty 
went to the Opera the same evening, when the 
whole audience vociferously demanded the singing 
of " God save tiie Queen." The first verse was 
given by Castellan ; the second by Viardot, and the 
third by Grisi. 

Punch at this juncture published a capital cartoon 
on the Duke of Wellington visiting his godson, 
entitled A real case of Caudle." The Exhibition 
question, and notably the controversy about die 
removal of some of the trees in Hyde Park, accounts 
for several other caricatures of the summer of 1850, 
such as "The Industrious Boy," " Albert, Spare that 
Tree," " A certain good Queen intercedes with a 
certain Prince for the unhappy Belgravians and other 
citizens," and the ^^Belgravians' Lament,'' with the 
lines : 

* I too wooM rid^' the nveetl^ cried, 
' Sov Albert, if you please, 

Don't— there's a darling— Ibr mw lake^ 

Pleaie don't cat down mt treei.' " 

On July I the Prince of Wales once again attended 
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the Scottish fete at Holland House. The deaths 
of Sir Robert Peel and the Duke of Cambridge 
put an end to the usual round of London festivities. 
It was at this time that Lord John Russell brought 
up a message from Her Majesty recommendmg 
her faithful Commons to grant Marlboroueh House 
to the Prince of Wales on his attaining the age of 
eighteen. A discussion took place on the subject 
in the House of Commons, after which, in spite of 
the protest of Mr. Hume, the proposal as to Marl- 
borough House was agreed to. As the result 
arrived at would not take effect for some years. 
Lord John Russell said Her Majesty had meanwhile 
directed that it should be appropriated for the re* 
ception of the Vernon pictures from the National 

Gallery. 

It was now that John Leech produced a cartoon* 
almost as famous as the " Jack Tar " picture so 
frequently referred to. In it he depicts the Prince 
of Wales on a rocking horse with the British Lion 
as fatirfamilias, — z profile picture of George IV. 
ana the pagoda-like roofs of the Brighton Pavilion 
on the wall. The British Lion (loq.) : ** You want 
Mar'boro' House, and some stables ! ! Why, you'll 
be wanting a Latch Key next, I suppose. "t 

The greater part of the summer was spent at 
Osborne, of which place both the Queen ana Prince 
Albert grew increasingly fond. A flying visit to 
King Leopold gave Punch an opportunity for some 

• Ptmtb, vol xk. p. 63. 

t The wrangle over the grant of Marlborough House to the Prince 
of Wiles onpnftted IB AH abiQicl nunuideiitukding. Ffom an SQto- 
graph letter of the FlrinoeH Chadotte written in 18161 recentlj told, 
it appean that at that date Prince Leopold had leMlved (after much 
negottatioi^ to tale a twelve years* lease of that residence from the 
then oimer. The idea was abandoned on her death, 
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Wmless couplets entitled ^^TKe Progress to 
Ostend/' commencing with the lines : 

**Kinp^ Leopold walked in plain olive surtout. 
And welcomed die Queen with a ' How d' ye do ? * 
And then the Prince Consort and then the Princesses, 
Then tlie Princes (so neat in their man-of-war dresMs).** 

On August 27, the Queen and Prince Albert set 
out on their journey to Scotland hy rail, the Prince 
of Wales, Prince Alfred, the Princess Royal and 
Princess Alice travelling with Her Majesty. On 
the way to Holyhead, a visit was paid to Castle 
Howard, which the Queen appears to have thor- 
oughly enjoyed. During the brief stay made in 
Edinburgh the Prince Consort laid the foundation- 
stone oi the National Gallery, and the Queen wrote 
with pleasant memories of a drive with her four 
children over the new road round Arthur's Seat* 
Balmoral is reached in due course, and a few davs 
later the Court Newsman gravely informed the 
Empire " that the Prince of Wales had, on Septem- 
ber 3, driven out, accompanied by Mr. Birch." Of 
the Highland games of 1850 the Queen writes in 
her Journal : '* We lunched early, and then went 
at half*past two o'clock with the children and all 
our party, except Lady Douro, to the gathering 
at the Castle of Braemar, as we did last year/' 

In October the Court is once more at Windsor, 
and it is decided that four theatrical performances 
were to take place this year at the Castle, the first 
to be on November 25. The only variation in 
the usual birthday festivities on November 9 was 
the appearance in the evening of Mr. Roberts, 
Welsh harper to the Prince of Wales, who had the 
honour of performing before Her Majesty." 

The Exhibition buildings in Hyde rark were now 
progressing rapidly, and necessitated tiic frequent 
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presence of Prince i'Vlbert in London, although the 
propiiecies of peace were sadly belied by tlie Papal 
Aggression outcry and the holding of meetings of 
solemn protest aU over the countxy. 

The January of 1851 brought with it the first 
break in the early associations of the Prince of Wales. 
At the end of the Erst fortnight of the new year, 
Lady Lyttelton finally retired into private life, 
after nine years' devoted and unselfish service. 
On the previous December 5 she had written : 

** The Queen has told me I may be free about 
the middle of January, and she said it with all the 
feeling and kindness of wiiich I have received such 
incessant and unvarying proofs during the whole 
long twelve years that I have served her/' 

Six weeks later she thus records her last interview 
with the Queen (January 17, 1851) : 

In the evening I was sent for to my last audience 
in the Queen's own room, and I quite broke down 
and could hardly speak or hear. I remember the 
Prince's face pale as ashes, and a few words of praise 
and thanks from them both, but it is all misty; 
and I had to stop on the private staircase and have 
my cry out before I could go up again/'* 

Early in February the Queen and Prince Albert 
were present at Macready's farewell performance, 
and on Monday, February 17, the Queen and Prince 
Albert, with their three elder children, paid a 
prolonged visit to the Exhibition Building in Hyde 
Park, now rapidly nearing completion. They must 

* S«nk, Lady Lyttdtton, who wat born at die time Fanny Bumqp 
wu in waiting at Windaor, lived titt 1870, maintaming her keen 
interest in all that concerned her Royal chaigei of 18^1851 till 
the veijlatt. 
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have returned to Wmdsor in the evening, as next 
day the Princess Royal (under the care of Miss 
Hildyard) wrote the following characteristic letter 
to the Prince of Wales (busy presumably, with Mr. 
Birch): 

** Dearest Bertie, — Thank you very much for 
your kind letter that I received lately. This evening 
Miss Hilyard has sent for Mackai* to play a reel 
for us on the bagpipe in our gallery, and we will send 
for you if he can come at a quarter past six o'clock. 
We saw the little donkey this afternoon ; he had a 
run and a roll in the riding-school, and Jones took 
a large whip and made a noise with it, so that the 
little creature ran round faster than ever, and kicked 
up his little heels in the air with delight in the most 
laughable manner. I am afraid I cannot write a 
very long letter now, as I must continue my lessons, 
so good-bye, dear Bertie, and believe me for ever, 

Your most affectionate sister, 

Victoria. 

^FOrmuy i8, 1851." 

The old saw about all work and no play '' had 
evidently no place in the educational programme 
of the Queen and Prince Consort. An interchange 
of correspondence between the young Princes and 

Princesses was doubtless encouraged as an agreeable 
form of writing-lessons. The Court removes to 
London for the season, and on the morning of 
Tuesday, April 8, the Queen and Prince Albert, 
accompanied by the Princes^ Royal and the Princess 
Helena, paid a visit to the studio of Sir Edwin 
Landseer, in St. John's Wood, and in the evening 
of that day the Prince of Wales for the first time 
accompanied Ins parents to the performance oi 

• Mackaj, 
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" Masanieilo," at the Italian Opera. On that 
occasion Sir Michael Costa conducted, and the 
principal parts were taken by Madame Castellan, 
Heir Formes and Tamberlik. 

Wc now come to the eventful first of May on which 
day the great Ezhibitioii was opened, Thir cere- 
mony has been very often described, and it still 
lives in the inimitable drawings of George Cruik- ^ 
shank. The Queen and Prince Albert, accom- 
panied by the Prince of Wales and the Princess 
Royal, arrived at lo minutes to 12. The Queen 
wore a dress of pink satin, brocaded in gold ; Prince 
Albert was attired in a Field Marshal's uniform; 
the Prince of Wales was in Highland costume, and 
the Princess Royal was attired in a dress of white 
lace, with a wreath of flowers around her head. 
We are assured that the whole party, especially 
the young Prince of Wales, appeared to be struck 
and delighted with the stately grandeur of the scene 
which burst upon their view. In the procession 
which followed, the Queen led the Prince of Wales, 
and Prince Albert the Princess Royal* They were 
followed by the Prince of Prussia and the Duchess 
of Kent. A Chinese Mandarin, who figured amongst 
the foreign ambassadors and ministers, swayed 
so much from side to side, that it was necessary 
to leave him a wide berth for iiis onward progress.* 
Far more interesting and suggestive of remmiscences 
was the bent form of the Duke of Wellington, 
leaning on the arm of his old comrade in arms. Lord 
Anglesey, linking, as it were, the peaceful professions 

• 

* Hie diitingimhed fosmmx in quatbn mt ndtfatf sn 
Afflbftnidor nor a Msndarin, but the captain of a Chinae jonkt 
placed for the nonce in the nmb of the Coips Diplonutiqne with a 
▼iew of assisting the misi-m-uhi^ and adding to tne pictnietqiiencis 
cil the gnnipuig« 
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of 1851 with the warlike traditions of 18 15. It is 
thus that Queen Victoria recorded her own im- 
pressions of a pageant which she always regarded 
as second only in splendour to that of the Corona- 
tion: ^^The great event has taken place. A 
complete and beaatiful triumph, and a glorious and 
toucning sight ; one which I shall ever be proud 
of for my beloved Albert and my country. Yes, 
it is a day which makes my heart swell with pride 
and glory and thankfulness. We began it wi th 
the tenderest greetings for the birthday of our dear 
little Arthur. At breakfast there was nothing but 
congratulations. Mamma and Victor were there, 
and all the children and our euests. Our humble 
^fts of toys were added to by a beautiful little 
bronze replica of the Amazon statue at Berlin 
from the Prince of Prussia, a beautiful paper-knife 
from][the Princess, and a nice little dock from 
mamma. 

"The Park presented a wonderful spectacle — 
crowds streaming throurii it, carriages and troops 
passing, quite like the Coronation Day. And for 
me the same anxiety — ^no, much greater anxiety, 

on account of my beloved Albert. 

" The day was bright, and all bustle and excite- 
ment. At half-past eleven the whole procession 
in State carriages was in motion. The Green Park 
and Hyde Park were one densely crowded mass 
of human beings, in the highest good'-humour 
and most enthusiastic. I never saw Hyde Park 
look as it did — ^people as far as the eye could reach. 

" A Uttlc ram fell just as we started, but before 

we came near the Crystal Palace the sun shone and 

gleamed upon the gigantic edifice, upon which the 

flags of ail the nations were floating. We drove 

up Rotten Row, and got out at the entrance on 
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that side. The ghmpse of the transept through 
the iron gates, the waving palms, the flowers, 
stataeSy mTriads of people iUling the galleries and 
seats arooady and the flourish of trumpets as we 
entered, gave ns a sensation which I can nerer 
forget, and I felt much moved. We went for a 
moment to a little side room, where we left our 
shawls, and where we found mamma and Marv 
[Duchess of Teck], and outside which were standing 
the other Princes. 

In a few seconds we proceeded, Albert leading 
me, having Vicky at his hand, and Bertie holding 
mine. The sight as we came to the middle, where 
the steps and chair, which I did not sit on, were 
placed, and the beautiful crystal fountain just in 
front of it, was magical — so vast, so glorious, so 
touching. One felt, as so many did whom 1 iiave 
since spoken to, filled with devotion, more so than 
hy any service I have ever heard. 

'^The tremendous cheers, the joy expressed 
in every face, the immensity of the building, the 
mixture of palms, flowers, trees, statues, fountains ; 
the organs, with two hundred instruments and six 
hundred voices, which sounded like nothing, and 
my beloved husband, the author of this peace 
festival which united the industry of all the nations 
of the earth — ^all this was moving indeed, and it was, 
and is, a dwto live for ever. God bless my dearest 
Albert ! <5od bless my dearest country, which 
has shown itself so great to-day ! One felt so 
grateful to the great God, who seemed to pervade 
all and to bless all. 

The only event it in the slightest degree re- 
minded me of vras the Coronation ; but this day's 
festival was a thousand times superior — in fact, 

it is unique. The enthusiasm ana cheering, too, 
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were much more touching^ for in a church naturaJly 

all is silent. 

"There must have been nearer a million than 
any other number of people who turned out to post 
themselves as they could to see some parts of the 
show, and Mayne, the head of the p<^ce, said he 
thought there were about thirty-four thousand 
in the glass building. 

"The Queen, her husband, her eldest son and 
daughter gave themselves in full confidence to this 
multitude, with no other guard than one of honour 
and the accustomed supply of stick-handed con- 
stables to assist the crowd in keeping order among 
themselves. Of course there were in reserve, at 
proper stations, ample means of repressing any 
disorder if any had been attempted $ but noching 
was brought out and shown beyond what I have 
mentioned, and it was impossible for the invited 
guests of a lady's Drawing-room to have conducted 
themselves with more perfect propriety than did 
this sea of human beings. 

" The Royal party were received with continued 
acclamation as th^ passed through the Park and 
round the Exhibition house, and it was also very 
interesting to witness the cordial greeting given 
to the Duke of Wellington. I was just behind him 
and Anglesey, during the procession round the 
building, and he was accompanied by an incessant 
running fire of applause from the men, and waving 
of handkerchiefs and kissing of hands from the 
women, who lined the pathway of the march during 
the three<>quarters of an hour that it took us to 
march round. The building itself is far more worth 
seeing than anything in it. How many of its 
contents are worth admiration ? " 

Only a fortnight before (April 15, 1 851), Prince 
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Albert had thus written to the Dowager Duchess 
of Coburg : 

Just at present I am more dead than alive 
with overwork. The opponents of the Exhibition 
work with might and main to throw aU the old 
women into panic, and to drive myself crazjr. 
Xhe strangers, thev give out, are certain to com- 
mence a thorough revolution here, to murder 
Victoria and myself, and to proclaim the Red 
Republic in England ; the plague is certain to 
ensue from the confluence of such vast multitudes, 
and to swallow up those whom the increased price 
of everything has not already swept away« For 
all this I am to be responsible, and against aU this 
I have to make efficient provision." 

The May Day of 185 1 ended as happily and 
auspiciously as it began. In the afternoon the victor 
of Waterloo (whose first commission bore the date 

of March 7, 1787, and who had won his spurs at 
Boxtel in September 1794) paid a visit to his god- 
son, the future Inspector-General of His Majesty's 
Forces of 1906. *^ I must not omit to mention," 
writes the Queen, an interesting episode of this 
day, viz., the visit of the good old Dtuce on this his 
eighty-second birthday, to his little godson, our 
dear little boy. He came to ns both at five, and 
gave him a golden cup and some toys, which he had 
himself chosen, and Arthur gave him a nosegay." 

Her Majesty was deeply moved by Thadceray's 
May Day Ode, in which the great satirist, not always 
a supple courtier, and never a flatterer of Royalty, 
had said of her : 

** Behold her in her Royal place ; 
A gentle lady — and the hand 
Tlut sways die sceptre of the land. 
How frail and weak 1 
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Soft ii die voiee^ and ^ the fiMe ; 
She braitfaes Ainen to prayer and byma, — 
No wonder that her eyes are dim 
And pile Jier check*" 

Of the many letters of congratulation which 
now reached the Queen, that from Lady Lyttelton 

gave her special pleasure. She had already been 
succeeded as governess by Lady Caroline Barrington,* 
a sister of Earl Grev, who Sir Theodore Martin ?av?, 
" continued in oftice until her death in February, 
1875, endeared to the Queen and the Royal children 
not less by her truly kind heart than by the strong 
sense and independence of character, which distin- 
guishes the family to which she belongs.'* 

In " Mr. Punch " the Palace of Crystal found a 
friendly and amusing critic. A certain Mr. Maiony 
was first made to give an account of 

" This Palace tall. 
This Crystal 

Which Emperors might covet. 

Stands in Hiph Park 

I-ikc Noah's Ark, 

A rainbow bmt above it* 

** ^Tis Iicrc xhit roams, as well becomes 
Her dignitee and stations, 
Victoria great, and honlds in Stite 
HieCongreaicI the Nations ; 

while in " The May Queen," the Sovereign was 
pictured as singing : 

^ Little Albert shall go with thee— 

nris well he should be seen ; 

And you'll take care and bow 

Dear, when they cry God Save The Queen, 

When I can't bow to them myself. 

Any longer, that's to say ; 

For I am the Queen, and it's May, my dear ; 

I am tiie Queen and it's May.** 

• ** Life oi the Pdnce Comor^'* vol ii.p. $ja, 
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The flattering account of tke inaugural ceremony 
was adorned with a vignette of the Iron Duke 
saying to his brother veteran, ^' Anglesey lean on 
me,'' while nothing could possibly have been more 
gratifying than the verses Victoria Felix," or 
the three cartoons, the best of which was John 
Leech's "Great Derby Race of iSsi ''—Punchy 
Prince Albert, Sir Joseph Paxton, and John Bull 
leading — ^the rest nowhere. 

In the course of the summer (one of the busiest 
and happiest of the Queen's long and eventful reign) 
frequent visits were paid to the now universally 
popular " World's Fair in Hyde Park. In the 
second week of June the Prince of Wales, attended 
by Mr. Birch, and the Princess Royal and Princess 
Helena, accompanied by Miss Hildyard, went there 
for the purpose of inspecting the vertical printing 
madiine constructed for the Illustrated London 
Nntuff which had been already visited by their 
parents. During the season the Queen and Prince 
Albert went to see Rachel in Andromaque," * and 
also attended the performance at Devonshire House, 
of Sir E. L. Bulwer*s "Not so Bad as we Seem," 
by Dickens, Jerrold, Foster, and other promoters 
of the Guild of Literature and Art. 

In the first days of July, Prince Albert became 
the guest of Sir William Middleton at Shrublands^ 
for the meeting of the British Association at Ipswich. 

On July 4 he thus wrote to the Queen at Osborne : 
Hearty thanks for your dear kind letter. Thank 

the children also for theirs^ and tell Bertte hu Utter 

was very well written. Now farewell.'* 

On the following day the King of the Belgians 

arrived in the Isle of Wight, accompanied by his 

• Queen Victoria admired Rachel as an actress (juitc as mucli as 
the did Jeim/ Lind as a singer. 
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wife, Queen Louise, and his three children — the 
Duke of Brabant (now King of the Belgians), the 
Count of Flanders (who died a iew months ago), 
and the Princess Charlotte, destined to become 
afterwards the Empress of Mexico, then a handsome 
girl of eleven.* It was in the course of this month 
that Mr. Birch again made known to the Queen 
his intention of resigning his post as tutor to the 
Prince of Wales.t He had seemingly manifested 
an intention to retire in the spring of 1850, for an 
unknown and hitherto unpublished letter addressed 
by Lord Beaconsfield to his sister — dated House 
of Commons, May 3, 1850''— conuins the passage : 
*^ Tuesday was not a bad division and according 
to my friends my best speech this year, though 
meagrely and coldly reported in Th^ Tinus, Yester- 
day the government received another apoplectic 
stroke. They are driitmg, but I suppose and 
perhaps hope they majr escape the breakers this 
year. Did I tell you that Prince Albert wanted 
Mr. Birch not to teach the Prince of Wales his 
catechism, and that Birch resigned, but resumed 
on condition of catechism, but I think I told you 
all this ? Whether it be Lutheranism, Pantheism 
or Bunsenism that Albert professes is not yet known.*' 
Lord Beacons&eld's criticism, it may be pointed out, 
in no way agrees with the published letters of both 
the Queen and Prince Albert on the subject of 
their views as to the religious training of the Heir 
to the Throne. On the recommendation of Sir 
James Stephen, Mr. Frederick W. Gibbs, M.A., 
was selected to succeed Mr. Birch, but, as he under- 
took to go through certain preliminary studies 
in Edinburgh at Prince Albert's suggestion, the 
departure of Mr. Birch was postponed for a time. 
* Seetfuif^p. 12. t See/ii/,p. aSf. 
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Once More at Balmoral 

Nearly the whole of August was spent at Osborne, 
where on Monday, the i8th, three Chinese ladies, 
accompanied by a Chinese gentleman, dressed in 
the costume oi their country, arrived from London, 
and were introduced to the Queen and Frmce Albert. 
In the afternoon the Queen and Prince, with 
the youthful Princesses, embarked on board the 
Fairyy and proceeded to the Needles to view the 
regatta of the Royal Yacht Squadron. At this 
time the Prince of Wales presented Inspector 
O'Brien of the London Police with a gold watch 
as a mark of appreciation of the attention shown 
him during his visits to the Exhibition. The usual 
rural fHe took place in honour of Prince Albert's 
birthday, and at the end of the month (August 28) 
a start was once more made for Balmoral, three 
superb saloon carriages, built by the Great Northern 
Railway, being used for the first time. One of 
these was designed for the special accommodation 
of the Prince of Wales. The weather at Balmoral 
was unusually fine, and the Prince of Wales con- 
stantly accompanied his father deer^stalking. The 
Gathering of Clans for the Highland Games took 

place at Braemar Castle on Friday, September 12, 
and amongst the guests welcomed by the Queen 
to the Castle were Hallam and Liebig. On Tuesday, 
October 7, the Royal Family set out on their 
journey southwards, several semi-state visits having 
been arranged to take place ^ fouU. On Thursday, 
the 9th, the Queen writes in her Journal : To 
our despair a wet morning and hopelessly so I At 
ten o'clock wc started m close carriages, Vicky and 
Bertie with us, the two others in the next carriage." 
Brief halts were made at Edinburgh, Carlisle, 
Lancaster (from which Queen Victoria and King 

Edward VIL derive the title used when travelling 
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incognito) and Liverpool. Between visits to Crox- 
teth and Worsley Halls, came an excursion on the 
Bridgewater Canal. From Manchester the Queen 
returned to Windsor Castle. 

On October 15, 1851, the Great Exhibition 
which had been visited bj millions^ was dosed, 
and within ten dajrs of the final shutting of the 
doors of the Temple of Peace, rumours of half a 
dozen possible revolutions were rife ; a ** leading 
journal " announcing boldly, the unpleasant fact 
that " the causes of discontent in Europe are so 
many, the rottenness of such Governments as 
Austria, Prussia, Rome and Naples is so great, and 
the train of powder which is laid is so heavy, 
that a spark less potent than that which France 
might apply at any time would be more than suffi- 
cient to cause an explosion.** 

Before a month was over, the presence of Kossuth 
gave England and London a taste of the dangerous 
electricity with which the diplomatic atmosphere 
of Europe was then charged. Queen Victoria, 
however, might find some consoIaticMi in the fact 
that one of the leading statesman of the day had 
pronounced Prince Albert to be a far greater and 
more extraordinary man than Louis Napoleon, 
then meditatino- the dissolution of the National 
Assembly which was to take place a month hence, 
as a first step to the foundation of the Second 
Empire* The once unfriendly critic of the husband 
of tne Queen had written, In regard to the pos- 
session of the soundest judgment, the hignest 
intellect and the most exalted qualities of mind, 
he is far superior to the Emperor."* 

The tenth birthday of the Prince of Wales fell 

* Sir Itwodiira Mirtiii. life of the Maee Cowort,** IL, 
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on a Sunday, and on that day the Queen gave a 
dinner-party in the evening, Mr. Henry Birch, 
liis tutor, being one of the guests. On Monday, 
the Prince and his brothers and sisters, were present 
with the Queen and Prince Albert at the firing of 
the usual feu de joie in the Home Park. 

A fortnight later died Ernest, King of Hanover, 
the last survivor of the Queen's uncles, who had 
been born in 1771* He had lived to see no less 
than eight cradles come between him and the crown 
he coveted. Marshal Soult also passed away, while 
France stood on the threshold of the Coup (PEtat. 
The Court came up from Osborne [December 20] 
for the usual Christmas junketings at Windsor. The 
ioilowing exercise by the Prince of Wales was written 
at Osborne just three dajrs previously : 




On Monday, December 22, the Queen's Christmas 
Bounty was distributed in Middle Scotland Yard. 
The average age oi the four hundred chosen reci- 
pients was eighQr-two^ fifty out of them being over 
iunety» and three fuUy fledged centenarians. 

The loss of Mr. Birch, to whom the ten-year-old 

Prince of Wales was sincerely attached, was for a 

time keenly felt by his pupil. Writing this year 

from Windsor Castle, Lady Canning, speaking of 

Mr. Birch's departure, says : 
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It lias been a trouble and sorrow to the Prince 

of Wales, who has done no end of touching things 

since he heard that he was to lose him, three weeb 
ago. He is such an affectionate dear little fellow ; 
his notes and presents which Mr. Birch used to find 
on his pillow were really too moving." 

On the evening of January 169 1852, the second 
of the customary Vl^ndsor theatrical performances 

took place, the Prince of Wales being amongst the 
audience. On this occasion, Mr. Planche*s comedy 
of " Not a Bad Judge,'* and the farce entitled, " The 
Lottery Ticket" were represented by the actors 
of the Lyceum and Haymarket Theatres, under 
the direction of Mr. Charles Kean. On Monday, 
February 2, the Queen and Prince Albert came to 
London for the opening of Parliament, but returned 
to Windsor the following day. On the Friday 
of that week, " King John " was played in the 
Rubens Room. Never had such care been bestowed 
on the mounting of Shakespeare's great historical 
play, and its success eclipsed all former Windsor 
records. Mr. Charles Kean's performance of the 
part of King John was pronounced to be magnificent. 
The parts of Constance, Prince Arthur and Falcon- 
bridge were taken by Mrs. Kean, Miss Kate Terry, 
and Mr. Wigan. In April the Court is again in 
residence for the season at Buckingham Palace, 
and on Monday, the 24th of that month, the Queen 
and Prince Albert, with all the elder Royal children, 
went to the Gallery of Illustration in Regent 
Street, where they viewed the new diorama illus- 
trating the campaigns of the Duke of Wellington. 
The Queen determined to spend her birthday 
in " retirement " at Osborne, and on that day, at 

an early hour, the band oi the Royal Marines 
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Ascot in 1852 

attended and performed a matinale in honour of 
Her Majesty's birthday* The Duke of Cambridge 
paid a visit to the Queen on the same afternoon. 

A company of Tyroicsc singers arrived from London, 
and had the honour of singing before the Queen 
and the Royal Family both in the morning and 
afternoon. The Duchess of Kent was also at 
Osborne* 

The Court arrived at Windsor from Buckingham 

Palace on Monday, June 7, and on Tuesday, the 8th, 
the Queen attended Ascot Races. The first carriage 
in the Royal procession of six open landaus-and-^ 
four, and two open pony carriages-and-four con- 
veyed the Queen, Prince Albert, the Prince of Wales, 
and the Duke and Duchess of Montpensier. On 
Thursday, June 23, the Queen and Prince Albert, 
accompanied by the Prince of Wales, the Princess 
Royal, Prince Alfred, and Princess Alice, visited 
Westminster Hall, and afterwards inspected the 
new palace at Westminster. In the evening the 
Queen and Prince Albert, with the Prince of Wales, 
the Princess Royal, and Princess Alice were present 
at the performance of the Royal Italian Opera, 
when Meyerbeer's " Huguenots " was played for 
the sixth time. A week later, the Princess Gau* 
romma, daughter of the ez<-Rajah of Coorg, was 
baptized in the private chapel at Buckingham 
Palace, the Queen being the principal sponsor. 
Amongst those present were Prince Albert, the 
Prince of Wales, the Princess Royal, Prince Alfred 
and the Princess Alice. On Thursday, July i, the 
Queen went in state to dose ParUament. 

July is spent almost entirely at Osborne, where 
Mr. Gibbs's lessons were gently tempered by 
frequent excursions. On Thursday, the 8th, the 

Queen and Prince Consort, accompanied by the 
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Prince of Wales, and Prince Albert, went for a 
cruise on board the Fairy. Two days later Prince 
Albert, taking the Prince of Wales and Prince 
Alfred with him, inspected the breakwater at 
Portland^ then in course of construction.* About 
this time the Court Newsman announces that on 
Wednesday, July 14, the Duchess of Gloucester 
honoured Mrs. Hicks with her company in the 
evening. Mrs. Hicks is the only surviving grand- 
daughter of Lady Charlotte Finch, who was gover- 
ness to the fifteen children of George III. The 
Duchess of Gloucester was at that time the sole 
survivor of these children."t The third cruise 
is a somewhat longer one. Torquay, Dartmouth, 
and other places on the south coast were visited 
and a day and a half spent in the enjoyment of the 
beauties oi Mount Edgcumbe, and the coast and 
river scenery near Plymouth. The orange-trees and 

• The Dorset County ChrffnicU of July 15, 1852, gives the following 
account of the vi<;it to Portland : " On S:itiirday morrang last the 
Prince Consort, the Prince of Wales, and tlie Prince Alfred, attended 
by the Hon. Colonel Gordon, Mr. Gibbs, and Captain Crispin, R.N., 
embarked on board the royal steam&hip Alht'rt, at Osborne Pier, at 
a q^uaicer past eight o'clock, and proceeded to Portland Isle for the 
purposes of inspecting the Bceikmtier» now in oomse of mstnictM 
there. Hie Royal party anived at Fordaad at halfHMit twdve^ and 
in the presence of Mr Rendet, the EDgineer-ln«C3uc^ they woe 
received by Mr. Code, the residuig Engineer, who conducted them 
over the breakwater stage, and esphdned the principtl cnginfrring 
operattOQs invdved in carrying on the worb, which they rxamiwd 
with much interest. The Prince expressed himself highly gratified 
with the progress made since the fir^t «tonc nvss deposited by his 
Royal Highness in 1849. After examining some of the large piles 
with the screws attached, and prepared for setting in place, the Royal 
party left for Osborne about 2 o'clock, amidst the hearty cheers 
of tiie assembled workmen, and landed at the pier at a J after 6 p J*.** 

t In the midit of the nphringing of mt children of Queen 
l^ctoria oocon this inteieniiig reminiaoeiice of the ea^ dqrs ol tiw 
mndi mote nnncioui iamily of her g r snd f a ther , Geoige IIL 
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limes at Osborne ire mm in fall bloom, and Prince 

Albert writes to the Dowager Duchess of Saxe- 
Coburg : " Our little ones prosper. We took 
four of them to sea last week on a little cruise to 
the south-west coast." A visit to Belgium had 
been for some time in contemplationi and on 
Monday evening, August 9, the weather having 
moderated, the Queen, with Prince Albert, the 
Prince of Wales, Prince Alfred, the Princess Royal, 
and the Princess Alice, embarked on the Royal 
yacht off Osborne, Lord Adolphus FitzClarence 
being, as usual, in command of the Victoria and 
Albert. Prince Albert went on shore at Walmer 
Castle, and paid a brief visit to the Duke of Welling- 
ton, after which the ships of the royal squadron 
weighed anchor and proceeded in the direction of 
Antwerp, where the Royal party landed on Wednes- 
day, August II, at 8 o'clock, and were welcomed by 
King Leopold. On Thursday morning the whole 
of the royal party proceeded to the Belgian Royal 
Palace at Laeken. The Prince of Wales was 
attended by his tutor, Mr. Gibbs. King Leopold 
was accompanied by his three children, the Duke 
of Brabant, the Count of Flanders, and the Princess 
Charlotte. The weather being very bad, the return 
journey was considerably retarded, and the Victoria 
and Albert did not reach Osborne until Tuesday, 
the 17th. On the following day (August 18) the 
Queen wrote to the Eang of the Belgians : hitt 
me express to you my very warmest and most 
affectionate thaxds for all your very great kindness 
to us all, and to the children, who intend to write 
to you themselves/* 

The Queen and Prince Albert gave their annual 
fite in honour of the Prince's birthday (August 25), 

to the labourers and workpeople employed on the 
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estate, and their wires. Amongst the guests were 
the Duchess of Cambridge and the Princess Marf, 

who remained to witness the rural sports, and also 
some tableaux organised by the Prince of Wales, 
and his brothers and sisters. On August 29, the 
Queen again wrote to the King of the Belgians : 

I cannot sufficiently thank you for the extreme 
kindness and affection of your two letters of the 
25th and 26th with the enclosure for my dear 
Albert's birthday. I Imow well, dearest uncle, that 
I and the nation are in a great measure indebted 
to you for the immense blessing of having such 
a dear and admirable being as my husband. . . . 
He has indeed exceeded every expectation. . . . 
With the greatest modesty, gentleness, and sweet- 
ness, with the absence of any shade of selfishness, 
he possesses a powerfully creative mind with every 
requisite for our difHcult times. • . . We spent the 
dear dav very happily, and he seemed much pleased 
with all we tried to do, to do him honour and rive 
him pleasure. The children exerted themsdves 
very mucli to please their dear papa, and in the 
afternoon six of them represented some tabUaux 
vivanU very successfully." 

On Monday, August 30, the Queen, Prince Albert, 
and their elder children left for Balmoral, travelling 
by way of Derby and Edinburgh. During the 
time they spent in the Scotch capital they occupied 
the State apartments at Holyrood Palace, from 
whence shoitly after their arrival, Prince Albert 
and his two elder sons started for a drive through 
the town. On Wednesday, September i, the Royal 
party once more started for the North. On 
Wednesday, the 8th, the Queen drove to Gairn 
Shiel. On Thursday, the 9th, the Queen, with 
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Death of the Duke of Wellington 

Prince Albert, the Prince of Wales, the Princess 
Royal, Princess Alice, Princess Helena, and Prince 
Alfred, drove to Castletown to be present at the 
annual gathering of Highlanders at Deeside. There 
was a deer drive on the loth^ and in the evening 
the Queen and Prince Albert went to a *'Balla 
Dannsadh Na Leus," given at Carrie Milzie Cottage 
by Lady Agnes Duff. On Sunday, the 12th, they 
were present at Divine Service in Crathie Church, 
and on Monday, the 13th, Prince Albert went out 
deer-stalking, while in the afternoon the Queen 
and Prince Albert were present at a ball at Aber* 
geldie, given by the Duchess of Kent to the tenants 
and servants of the estate. On Tuesday, the 14th, 
the Queen and Prince Albert went to Ballochbuie, 
and on the following da) they received, by special 
messenger, the melancholy intelligence of the death 
of the Duke of Wellington at Walmer, which had 
been transmitted to Edinburgh by electric telegraph. 
On the eve of once more going South (October 11, 
1852), the Queen laid the first stone of the cairn 
on the summit of Craig Gowan, and Prince Albert, 
the second. All their children did the same in 
order of seniority, and their example was followed 
by all the bystanders. Then the piper played, 
and the whisky circulated briskly. The process 
of building continued for an hour, during which 
many merry reels were danced to the ** piper's 
tune." On the following day (October 12) the 
Queen and the whole of the Royal Family quitted 
Balmoral, and proceeded to Edinburgh on their 

way to North Wales. Addresses were presented 
to the Queen both at Preston and Chester,* from 
which city they travelled to Bangor. On Thursday, 

* The Mtyor ol dester who presented the addien wis Mr. P. 
S. Hmnbenton, for scmie tine M.P. for his dty» 
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the Queen in the state carriage was drawn throngii 
the tube of the Britannia bridge by a number of 
men ; Prince Albert and the Prince of Wales walking 
over the bridge with Mr. Stephenson, the engineer. 
After this the journey south was resumed with bat 
one stoppage, and that for the purpose of receiving 
an address under the walls of Conway Castle. Thie 
rest of the journey to Windsor was completed by 
the Great Western Railway. On October 23* it 
is announced " that the Presidential chrysalis has 
assumed the last and perfect form, and that which 
was once a grub now soars on wings of Imperial 
purple. M. Louis Napoleon Bonaparte has been 
nailed by his subjects by the style and title of 
Napoleon III. Although not anointed^ not robed, 
nor crowned, he is to all intents and purposes a 
real Emperor." 

On VVednesday, November 10, the Queen and 
Prince Albert arrived at Buckingham Palace, and 
on the following day Parliament was opened. 

On Wednesday, the 17th, the Queen and Prince 
Albert again came to London, accompanied by 
the Duke of Brabant, the Count of Flanders, and 
the Princess Charlotte of Belgium, who viewed the 
funeral procession of the Duke of Wellington, first 
from the windows of Buckingham Palace, and then 
from those of St. James's Palace. With the Queen 
were the Prince of Wales, the Princess Royal, Prince 
Alfred, and the Princess Alice, as well as the Princes 
and Princesses of the Belgian Royal Family. 

The customary Christmas festiyides took jizcc 
on a somewhat smaller scale than usual at Windsor. 
The Illusirattd London News published a large 
folding plate of the seven elder children of the Queen. 

* The Second Empire was olBciall^ pfodaisied on Deoonber a, 
the fint amuTcnaiy oi the Cmtp (TEtaL 

asa 



Digitized by Google 



More Windsor Theatricals 



Prioce Alfred is depicted as riding on a pony, and 
the Princess Royal and her brother, the Prince of 
Wales, the latter in Highland costume, occupy the 
centre of the picture. In the poem which accom- 
panies it, one verse runs thus : 

" Green branches of our Kin^ race^ 
We lore yon with a selfish joy ; 
In each young life and blociDuag iaoe 

Of blushing girl and boy V 
We find a plcdj^e and warrant lure 
That all these blessings shall endure." 

The New Year's Day of 1853 was celebrated at 

Windsor by a grand musical entertainment, given 
for the first time in St. George's Hall. Several 
leading residents in Windsor and the neighbourhood 
were invited to be present, and the orchestra of 
one hundred performers was conducted by Mr. 
Anderson, director of Her Majesty's private band. 
On Friday, Januanr 28, the farce of ** Paul Pry," 
and ^ The Lucky Friday,*' were performed as vmsl 
in the Rubens Room, Mr. Wright and Mr. Wigan 
respectively representing the lieroea of the enter- 
taining pieces. On February 4, Mr. and Mrs. 
Charles Kean had the honour of appearing before 
Her Majesty in Macbeth," and it was at once 
rumoured that a costly revival of the day is con** 
templated at the Princess's Theatre. The Prince 
of Wales was present on both occasions. The Court 
removes somewhat early to Buckingham Palace, 
and on February 28, the Prince of Wales and Prince 
Alfred, attended by Mr. Gibbs and the Hon. and 
Rev. Gerald Wellesley, visited Apsley House, to 
see the collection of memorials of the late Duke of 
Wellington* 

On Wednesday, March 2, the Queen and Prince 
Albert, accompanied by the Prince of Wales, the 
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Princess Royal and Prince Alfred, went to the 
Princess's Theatre to witness the performance of 

Macbeth," followed by the farce " An Unfortu- 
nate Propensity." 

It is now announced that arrangements huTe 
been entered into for the building of a new Mansion 
House for Her Majesty and Prince Albert at Bal- 
moral, and that the work will be proceeded with 
as soon as the weather permits." On Saturday, 
March 5, the Prince of Wales and the whole of 
his brothers and sisters paid a visit to the Duchess 
of Kent at Clarence House, where the T>vokse 
minstrels attended and gave a concert for the 
gratification of the Royal circle*" On Thursday 
evening, the loth, the Prince of Wales» the Princess 
Royal, Prince Alfred and the Princess Alice were 
again at the Princess's Theatre with their parents. 
On this occasion " The Corsica n Brothers," 
"Charles II," and "A Roland Lor an Oliver," 
were played. 

On the Monday following. Prince Albert took the 
Prince of Wales aiid Prince AUred over the vaiioiis 
departments of the Bank of England, under the 
auspices of the Chairman of the Board of Directors. 
In the evening the Queen and Prince Albert went to 
the Haymarket Theatre to witness The Retirement 
of Mr. Benjanun Webster*" The Court removed 
to Windsor on the afternoon of the 19th March* 
Scarcely had the Royal party arrived there than a 
fire of a most alarming description brdke wt in 
the immediate Ticinity of the apartments occupied 
by the Queen and Prince Consort. It was got under 
with great difficulty, but not until much damage 
had been done. Curiously enough the tower in 
which the tire origmated was known as the Prince 
ei Wales's Tower, and one of the apartments most 
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Birtli and Baptism of Prince Leopold 

seriously injured was the beautiful Gothic dii^ng- 
xoam very often used by the Royal Family. 

At tii4^ ead of tbc xnontii [March 30] the Court 
once more goes into residence at Buckingham Palace^ 
and a week later it is recorded in the joonialeseof the 
period that ^ The interesting event which had been 
looked forward to with national anxiety for some 
weeks past, took place on April 7, when at a quarter 
after one in the afternoon, the Queen was safelv 
delivered ol a Prince. Mrs. LiUy was for the eightn 
time in attendance on Her Majestjr. Most of the 
Great Officers of State were present, although the 
birth of Prince Leopold could scarcely have been 
expected as the Queen drove out on the previous 
day in an open landau, and had given a dinner- 
party afterwards at which Lord Jolm Russell was 
present. The bulletin is signed mr James Clarke, 
Charles Jjocock, and Robert rergusson.'' On 
Tuesday, April 19, the Prince Consort, accompanied 
hy the Prince of Wales and Prince Alfred, and 
attended by Lieut. -Col. F. Seymour, and Mr. 
Gibbs, went to the Royal Mint, of which they 
visited every department. It was decided that the 
newly bom Prince should receive the names of 
Leopold George Duncan Albert, the new King of 
Hanover, the Princess of Prussia, Princess Mary 
of Cambridge, and the Prince of Hohenlohe Langen- 
burg being his sponsors. On Monday April 
a birthday visit was paid to the Duchess of Glouces- 
ter by the Prince of Wales and his brothers and 
sisters, and in the evening they accompanied their 
father to see ^* Macbeth," for a second time at the 
Princess's Theatre. On May 28, the ceremony of 
Cliurching the Queen was performed in the private 
chapel at Buckingham Palace, and at noon the Prince 
Consorts accompanied by the Prince of Wales, 
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Princess Roval, Prince Alfred, Princess Alice, and 
Princess Helena, paid the usual o&cial visit to the 
Exhibition of the Rojral Academy, to which they 
were welcomed by the President, Sir Charles 
Eastlake. 

Early in June the Queen goes to Windsor, and 

Prince Albert, accompanied by the Prince of Wales 
and Prince Alfred, went to Eton College to be 
present at the delivery of the annual speeches. 
On Thursday, the 9th, the Prince of Wales again 
occupied a place in the first carriage of the process 
sion to Ascot, Prince Alfred and the Princess 
Alice being in the second carriage. The Court 
soon returned to Buckingham Palace, and on June iS 
(Waterloo Day) Prince Albert, accompanied by 
the Duke of Saxe-Cobiirg-Gotha, the Prince of 
Wales, and Prince Alfred, went to Southwark for 
the purpose of inspecting the brewery of Messrs. 
Barclay and Perkins, where a few years before, 
the Austrian Marshal Hajmau had received a well* 
merited castigation at the hands of the draymen, 
a circumstance which prevented the Court of 
Vienna being represented at the Duke of Welling- 
ton's funeral. The christening of Prince Leopold 
took place at Buckingham Palace on June 28, the 
fifteenth anniversary of the Coronation. In the 
course of that day tne Prince of Wales was attacked 
with measles, and was confined to his room for neariy 
a week. The Queen was unremitting in her attend- 
ance, and with a kind precaution absented herself 
from all assemblies where a chance of contagion 
to other children might arise. One bv one the 
malady attacked all the children, with the exception 
of the two youngest, and finally the Queen herself 
took it. The Crown Prince erf Hanover and the 

Duke and Duchess of Coburg also fell ill, and the 
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Midgets and Measles 

infection was likewise transmitted to the Duke of 
Brabant and Count of Flanders. Under, these 
painful circumstances the Heir Apparent was un- 
able to enjoy the exhibition of the Aztecs brought 

to England from Central America, for he left 
London the same day for Windsor, as a change of 
air had been strongly recommended for him. It 
was not till July 23, that Queen Victoria herself 
fell ill at Osborne, but she soon recovered, and 
royal visits were paid to the camp at Chobham, 
Her Majesty being accompanied on the last occasion 
by the Prmce of Wales, the Princess Royal, Prince 
Alfred, and the Princess Alice. On August 10, 
Queen Victoria wrote to " Uncle Leopold in 
Brussels : We went thrice more to our dear camp^ 
and had two interesting days there. It has been 
most successful, and the troops have been particularly 
well all the time. When I think that this camp, 
and all our large fleet, are without doubt the result 
of Albert's assiduous and unceasing representations 
to the late and present Governments, without which 
I fully belieye veiT little would have been done, 
one may be proua and thankful ; but, as usual, 
he is modest and he allows no praise.** 

On August 20, the Prince of Wales and Prince 
Alfred (both in sailor garb) were interested specta- 
tors of the great Naval Review at Spithead. The 
Russian War was already casting its shadow before. 
On Monday, August 29, the Queen left Osborne 
for Holyhead, the through train from Southampton 
being joined at Basingstoke by Earl Granville. 
At Tamworth an address was presented to the 
Queen. The passage from Holyhead to Kingston 
was a smooth one, and " Queen's weather " seemed 
to favour the Royal visit. Immediately the Queen 
appeared on deck the Lord Lieutenant, Lord Saint 
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Germans, introduced various high functionaries 
to her. The Queen, who looked a little fatigued, 
and somewhat flushed, wore a muslin dress, white 
groimd and printed flowers of pink and green, a 
mok silk visite^ and a white bonnet with white 
mithers. After the introductions, however, the 
rilk yidte was changed for a white Indian em- 
broidered shawl. The Prince was dressed in a 
black coat and white waistcoat with the ribbon 
and star of the Garter. "The young Princes,** 
we are told, ** were dressed simply and neatly, and 
seemed singularly amnsed/' In the Exhibition 
Ipoilding chairs of State were provided for each of 
the Princes. Before leaving Doblin, the Queen paid 
a visit to Mr. Dargan, who had himself defrayed 
the greater portion of the cost of the Exhibition, 
and who had modestly declined a baronetcy. The 
Prince of Wales is said to have been much pleased 
at the beautiful sceneij of Mount Annviile, the 
towers of which commanded a view of the wIkiIc 
of the Bay of Dublin and the WicUow Hills. 

The greater part of September and October, 
1B53, was spent at Balmoral, where the " pleasant 
retirement of the Royal Family, as it was called, 
grew gradually to be less the subject of daily 
** report." The foundation-stone of the new Castle 
was " well and truly laid," as narrated in Her 
Majesty's Journal, and everybody was sorry when 
the time came to return to Windsor, where, ott 
October 29^ arrived the Kine of the Belrians, the 
Duke and Duchess of Brabant,* the Count of 

* Ha SbdMH of Biabtat ym iJieo a bdde^ iiawag oolf wmmd 
die Due de Brabint (now Kli^ Leopold II.) 00 Angiat 22, i8s|. 
Qneen Marie Heariett% en amiable and accomplished woman, whoee 
iitiitic taitei were in ^rmpatky inth thoie ci Queen Victoria^ died 
et Sp^i M 8e|Acudbef li^ l^ot. 
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Flanders, and the Princess Charlotte. On Thurs- 
day, November lo, " Henry V." was performed before 
Her Majesty, the characters being represented by 
the members of the Sadlers Wells company, assisted 
by Messrs. Bartlcy, Leigh Murray, Harler, Wilkin- 
son and Cooper. On the prcYious day, the twelftli 
hurthdajr of the Prince of Wales had been celebrated 
with the usual festivities, the Duchess of Kent, 
his grandmother, being the first to arrive at the 
Castle to offer her congratulations, and breakfast 
with the Queen. At ten o'clock the troops forming 
the Windsor Garrison paraded in the Home Park. 
The Queea was accompanied by Prince Albert^ 
the Duke and Ducheas of Brabant, the Prince of 
Wales, Prince Alfred, and the Priacesi Royal and 
the younger branches of the Royal Family. As soon 
as they took up a position immediately under the 
East Terrace the line presented arms, fired a f^u 
de joicy and gave three cheers for the Prince of 
Wales. The troops then marched past in slow and 
quick time, wheeling into line and again presenting 
arms, then again returning to their barracb. On 
the afternoon of the same dav Captain Inglefield, 
R.N., had an audience with tne Queen and Prince 
Albert and submitted to them his drawings con- 
nected with the Arctic Expedition,* 

On the Monday following, the Duke and Duchess 
of Brabant left Windsor for a tour in the West of 
England, returning thence on Thursday, the 17th, 

* The late Admiral Sir Edward Augustus Inglefield, K.C.B., 
the descendant of two disunguiaiicd saiioia, wliose son now worthihr 
leprticn ti the nml tfaditiont of tlie TuglrfifM* and the HaUovfdb 
in tbe fourth geneiatioii. Admiial TngVrfiHd wai» and dticmdly 
ao^ one of the most popular men of hit day. He Ireoven:^ exhibited 
et the Royal Academy, and was an intimate friend of the Princess 
Louise (Duchess of AigjfiQ of whose joomqr to Canada he painted 
tefcnd water-ookMii. 
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on the erening of which day the second dramatic 

performance, which was the close of a series, took 
place. The pieces selected on this occasion were 
a comedy in three acts, by Mr. Slingsby Lawrence, 
entitled " A Game of Speculation/' and a comic 
drama in one act hy Mr. Charles Mathews, entitled 
" Little Toddlekms." The principal parts were 
filled hy Messrs. C. Mathews, R. Roxby, J* F. 
Cathcart, F. Matthews, B. Baker and Snter, Met- 
dames Melfort and F. Matthews, Miss M. Oliver 
and Miss Ellis. 

The Christmas festivities at Windsor were cele- 
brated in the usual fashion. The exceedingly 
cold weather of the last week of the year gave Prince 
Albert and his two elder sons an excellent oppor- 
tunity of indulging in skating on the sheet of water 
in the Home Park nearly every day. On Thursday, 
December 29, the Queen, as well as Lord and Lady 
John Russell, were amongst the numerous specta- 
tors who foregathered on the borders of the frozen 
lake. 
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CHAPTER Xn 

ENGLAND AT WAR WTIH RUSSIA— THE PRINCE OF 

WALES'S FIRST VISIT TO FR/UNCE — A DRIVE 
THROUGH PARIS BY THE SIDE OF NAPOLEON III— 
MEMORIES OF VERSAILLES AND ITS MAGNIFICENCE 

1854-1855 

The nation iiad virtually declared itaelf for war 
before the advent of the New Yesuc, and Mr. 
Punch voiced the prevailing popular aentiment 
admirably when he wrote : ' 

'* Fight — with determined inry fight 1 
We know that wc arc in the right, 
For Freedom's holy sake we rise 
And have the best of battle-crie*^ 
yktDfial 

Fi^t for the Qdmb-^ the Qoeen^'i ovm ]ia]|ie» 
HTis an omen ol conqiiat, an Mineft ol fioae^ 
On with it, brave men, through tmokeand fliun^* 
Victorul VktDik!'' 

It was, however, reserved for another generation 

to add the words Jingo, jingoes and jingoism to 

the English language. For some little time longer 

there was nothing to disturb or interrupt the even 

tcnour of domestic life and its innocent enjoyments 

at Windsor Castle and Buckingham Palace. The 

first fortnight of January was characterised by 

almost Siberian weather, and the Royal sledges 

were once more requisitioned, although war was 

to be declared against the donor within ten short 

weeks. The Prince of Wales, accompanied by 
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the Earl and Countess of Shelbome, drove oat 
in a sledge, following the Queen, attended hj 
Viscountess Jocelyn, in a similar vehicle. The 
youngs membera of the Royal Family uaed a 
third and more homely aledge made out of a 
carriage, and drawn by a pony. Four days later 
(January 19) Tobin's comedy of **The Honey- 
moon/* and the topical farce of "The Camp 
at Chobham," provoked shouts of laughter on 
the part of the youthful Princes and Princesses, 
sitting at the foot of the dais in the Rubens Room. 
After the opening of Parliament The Tempest " 
was produced on die same staee with such an artistic 
setting as at that time onlv the combined efforts 
of Kean and Griere conid devise. Towards the 
end of February the Court finally removed to 
Buckingham Palace, where, on the last day of the 
month, the Heir Apparent, standing by his mother's 
side in the central balcony, was one of those who 
witnessed with beating heart the departure of the 
troops for the East. Even after the lapse of half 
a century, one can scarcely view witlsout emotion 
Punches exquisite cartoon— Throwing the Old 
Shoe," in which the Queen is depicted holding the 
future Inspector-General of Forces in her arms, 
with the rest of her sons and daughters grouped 
around her. There is a clarion sound still in the 
verses : 

** Thrice thirtaea /can ham paMcd awajr since theitbcd tike 

sword, 

And battle-scarred, war-wasted, gave God thanks for 

Willi ieii)Urc for life's quiet tasks, and toils and aims and arts, 

la tkt hum of tho irond's wortihops, and the preii of the world'i 

** Then take thy ttand and lift thy hand, 0 Kngiand, calm and 
And kwk the gitat fim Sa 1^ fM tittt ^gMi oar o*m 

S9g 
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^ War with Russift Deckred 

And breatlie t prmr, iiead bowed and hue, iot a bkfuoig on the 

blade 

Tiuit nev«r was drawn lightl/, ne'er ignobijir down was laid." 



During the afternom of tkat nefer-td-be-for* 
gotten day, the Prince of Wales, the PriaeeM Royal, 

Princess Alice, Prince Alfred, and the Princesses 
Helena and Louise heartily enjoyed the diversions 
provided at Astley's Theatre. The pieces played 
were " the new, grand and romantic hypo-drama 
of * The Woodman's Horse,' or * The False KjiighV 
and the panton^e ^BiU/ Button's Joomqr to 
Brentford? " 

Only ten days later (March lo) the Queen, accom- 
panied by Prince Albert, the Prince of Wales, the 
rrincess Royal and Prince Alfred, journeyed to 
Spithead for the purpose of reviewing the Fleet. 

Fiance and England were now arming simuir 
taneously. On March 28 war against Russia was 
formally deckred with all the pomp and circomstance 
which only the venerable snrviTors of the 6r^t 
War remembered. Military spectacles like that of 
February 28 now became frequent, and the Queen 
notes in her Journal that " The last battalion of 
the Guards and the Scottish Fusiliers embarked 
to-day. They passed through the courtyard here 
[Buckingham Palace] at seven o'clock this morning. 
We stood on the balcony to see them. The mom* 
ing was fine, the sun was shining over the tower at 
Westminster Abbey, and an immense crowd col- 
lected to see the fine men, and cheered them 
immensely. It was with difficulty they marched 
along. They formed up, presented arms, and then 
cheered us very heartily, and went ofi cheering. 
Many sorrowing friends were there, and one saw 
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the diaUng of many a hand. My best widica and 

prayers be with them all." 

Never did Prince Albert give more striking 
proof of the possession of a cool head and a sound 
judgment than at thb critical juncture, but a 
cloud of mistrust and iuspidon aeemed to darlceii 
sienna nundS) and onoe more he became un- 
popiibr. In the result he again triumphed^ but 
Qneen "Victoria was almost in despair when she 
wrote to the ever-faithful Stockmar : " That you. 
should be absent when we are tried in the basest 
and most disgraceful manner, and when the Prince 
is being badgered for weeks by the ultras oi both 
parties, is very unfortunate." 

On May Day a juvenile ball took place at Buckings 
ham Palace, in celebration of the birthday of Prince 
Arthur. The invitations numbered two hundred 

and sixty. At a quarter to nine o'clock the Queen 
and Prince Albert, accompanied by the Prince of 
Wales, the Princess Royal, the Princess Alice, 
Prince Alfred, Princess Helena, Princess Louise, 
Prince Arthur, the Duchess of Kent, and the 
Duchess and i^cess Mary of Cambridge, entered 
the Throne room, which was arranged for dancing, 
and immediately commenced with a quadrille. 
The Royal Princesses wore dresses of white tulle 
over white silk trimmed with apple blossom and 
wreaths of the same. The Prince of Wales and 
Prince Alfred wore Highland dresses. The Lords 
Ronald* and Albert Leveson Gower^t was of the 

* Lord Ronald Gower, born August a, 1845, and well known at 
an artist, author and critic, A Trustee ol die Natioiul Partatt 

Gallery. Alive in 1906. 

t Rorn November 21, 1843; died, December 23, 1874. Albert 
Leveson-Gowcr was two years the senior of his youagcr brother 
Lord Ruoald. He died at the age of thirty -oucy two ytzn alter 
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A Birthday Juvenile Ball 

Duke and Duchess of Sutherland ; the Marquess 
of Douglas^ son of the Duke and Duchess of Hamil* 
ton ; ^ the Marquess of Lome,t and the Lords 

Walter J and Archibald Campbell §, sons of the 
Duke and Duchess of Argyll, and other youthful 
scions of the Scottish aristocracy wore Highland 
costnme* Her Majesty's private band provided 
the musicy and supper was served in the State dining 
loom. The Queen (despite aU her cares and anxieties) 
wrote a cheerful letter to the Premier (Lord Aber- 
deen) commanding his presence to see " a 
number of happy little people, including some of 
his grand-children, enjoying themselves.'* One 
of the Gordon grand-chUdren of 1854 ultimately 
succeeded to the tide, but perished at sea while 
serving as a common sailor, while his brother was 
killed at Cambridge by the bursting of a gun. 

It was about this time that Prince Alfred, now 
in his tenth ye^, wrote the exercise, reproduced 
on the next page, from the autograph collection fre- 
quently referred to. 

On Saturday, May 13, the Rayal Albert was 
launched from the Woolwich dockyard in the 

Presence of the Queen, the Princess Royal and 
rince Alfred. The bottle of wine used by the 
Queen for the baptism of the ship was decorated 
with roses, shamrock, and thistles. Then came 
one of those fortnights of spring-time at Osborne, 

1^ marriage to Mtt> Grace Abdy, litter of Sir F. Abdy. His only 
•on, Mr. F. N^Levetoo-Gower^wai until the preieiit year M J*, for 

Sutherland. 

* Afterwsrds twelfth Dulce of Hamilton, bom March is, 1845, 

died Miy i6, 1895. 
t Now D\ie of Argyll. See anUy pp. 211 and 217, 

t Born Jul}- 30, 1848 ; died May 2, t8J?9. 

^ Born December 18, X846. in 1906 heir presnmptiTC to the 
Dukedom o£ Az^ll 
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in which berth the Queeft aiid Pri&oe Albert reveUedL 

It was of this period* that the Princew Christian, 
exactly thirty years later, wxote with so mucli teader 




• " The Svnss cottage at Osborne, in like manner, with its musenni, 
kitchen, store-room and littie gardens, was made the meanii of learn- 
ing how to do household work, and to direct the management ot a 
small establishment. The parents were invited there as guests, 
to partake oi xlit dishes wiuch the Princesses themselves had pre* 
puwd; And tbere, too, each child waa alloived to choose in om 
occnpation, aad to enjoj perfect liberty. Hie life in the HighUn4», 

bee firam the MMiii&t of Coon lile, bfoQgM ti^ 
doier contact with the humbler clmct» tnd called into play their 
•Tmpethies for the poor. They were penmtted to mt the humbleft 
cottages — nay, were enoOQlMcd to do so. There it was, no donht; 

th^t a feeling of pity for, and an ardent d^ist to hd^ tiw pOOi^ tllQ 
iick» and the aeedy» were fint aroused." 
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It was now that the Prince of Wales and Prince 
Alfred commenced the construction of the minia- 
ture fort» at Osborne, in which every featuie wm, 
as much as possible, the outcome of their cmk 
indiistiy' and handiwork*^ The Heir Apparent^ 
as became a fatore Grand Master of Free- 
masons,t proved himself to be an expert brick- 
layer, and even the guns mounted for the defence 
of the mimic citadel were, if tradition may be 
trusted, cast in situ. After the keeping of the 
Qoeen's birthday with the usual festivities, the 
Court removed to London, where, on Wednesdajr, 
May 31, the Priace of Wales and the Princess Royal 
accompanied their parents to the Fr^ch plays, 
when the dramatic idyl called " Au Printemps,*' 
by M. Leopold Laluye, was produced. A few days 
later the Heir Apparent and his brother. Prince 
Alfred, went with Prince Albert, the King of 
Portugal, and the Duke of Oporto to Eton College 
for tM purpose of hearine uie speeches. On the 
foUowing osv Prince ^bert took the Prince 
of Wales witn him to inspect the new hotel at 
the Paddington terminus of the Great Western 
Railway. 

June was a still busier month for the Prince of 



of the remove and reconstructed Palace of 
Crystal," at Sydenham. On Thursday, June 29, 
the Prince of Wales accompanied Prince Albert 
to hear the speeches at Harrow. Both Lord John 

Russell and the Earl of Harrovvby were there, and 
Lord Palmerston rode down according to almost 
immemorial custom. The Prince Consort and 

* te mu, p. 36. 

t HttMajestyKi]^EdiraidVn*tiaoirPtolisclor^ 
and HoooQiable CoofrataaiQr. 



Wales. He 




the solemn inauguration 
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the Prince of Wales sat on the right hand of Dr. 
Vaughan, tlie head master. Amongst those who 
recited was Chaplin major (afterwards the Prince 
of Wales's contemporary at Oxford), now the 
Right Hon. Henry Chaplin. The clever ren- 
dering of Molidre hj Messrs. Earle and Ashkf 
was warmly applauded, and several prizes were 
carried ofi by the clever son of the Earl of Shaftes- 
bury.* 

About the middle of July the Queen and Prince 
Albert with all their children once more arrived 
at Osborne, for another only too brief period of 
much-needed rest. A cruise to the Channel 
Islands occupied two dajrs (August 8 to lo), and 
Mr. Gibbs accompanied his pupus. A novel attrac- 
tion was provided for Prince Albert's birthday 
fStf (August 26) in the shape of the now celebrated 
Mont Blanc entertainment of Albert Smith, who 
four years later was to be the Prince of Wales's 
cicerone at Chamouniz. A few days afterwards 
Prince Albert crosses to Boulogne to visit the French 
Emperor. Punch summarises the situation in a 
cartoon entitled the " Entente Cordiale," in which 
Napoleon and Prince Albert are seen pledging each 
other across the dinner-table, glass in hand. Quoth 
the former, " Well, now you have found your way 
here, we hope to see vou oftener," to which the 
latter replies, *^ Oh yes ! and the next time we have 
a holiday I hope our wives may be present.'* The 
three first verses of the three portions of a poem 
called Three Epochs of Half a Century,' arc 
well worth remembering, although the title is a 
patent misnomer : 

* Tlie Rigbt HbiKNinUe Antlioflj Evdjm Mdboame AililcT^ 
P.C, bora 1836. The aUe biogiipW bl Lend Fdmefsfion vam 
veridei at Bioadlandi. 
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L'Entente Cordiale 



u 1804. 

** I wonder what his thouglm were— that lalbw, dknt maih^ 
As athwart the lines of bayonets the dancing sanUght Ciii» 
Steeping in golden ^ory the white tents on the down. 
And the old gray RoiDaii watch-tower that looat o'er Boulogne 

2. 1840. 

" I wonder what his thoughts were — that shabby, filoit matt— 
As thirty-six years later to shore a pinnace ran, 
Bearing a homeless, penniless adventurer with his train 
A drawled pinioned Eagle and tome cases oi champagne i * 

** I wonder what his thoughts were — that sad-eyed silent matt— 
As alongside Boulogne's jetty England's royal steamer ran ; 
While with a King beside Inm, that adventurer was seen 
Greeting, as Emperor of France, the Consort of our Queen i ** 

A little later than in fonner years (September 14)9 
the R071I Family 8et out from Buckingham Palace 

for Balmoral, where great progress had been made 
witii the new buildings and other improvements. 
Within tiie week Her Majesty received the joyful 
news oi the victory of the Alma (September 20). 
The annual tenants' ball at Balmoral took place 
on October 5, the Prince of Wales being amongst 
those present. During the return journey to 
Windsor (October 12) several addresses were pre- 
sented to the Queen. The battle of Balaklava 
was fought on the 25th of that month, and that of 
Inkerman on the anniversary of the Gunpowder 
Plot, A rumour was now current as to the future 
career of the Prince of Wales, and in dealing with 
It, Punch contrived gently to satirise the Manager 
of the Windsor Theatricals. 

The Primc£ of Wales a Sailor 

** The young Prince, it is said, is about to enter 

the navy^ and will take rank as lieutenant on board 
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the line-of-battle ship the Albert christened after 
his Fapa. His Royal Highness, it is said, is im- 
patient to be afloat before Charles Kean's Tragedy 
at Windsor sets in 'with its usual severity. We do 
not vouch for the accuracy of the statement, but 
are bound to give it as one very current at the 
Clubs/' 

The gravity of the political situation necessitated 
a short special Parliamentary Session which was 
summoned for December 12, under circumstances 
more critical and more momentous than any that 
had occurred since At a few minutes 

before two o*clodc Her Majesty, Prince Albert and 
the Prince of Wales,* attended by the Duke and 
Duchess of Wellington and Lady Churchill,t left 
Buckingham Palace for Westminster, in the State 
carriage, drawn by eight cream-coloured horses. 
The weather was unusually fine, and the Queen 
recetyed a hearty greeting from the spectators. 
The Christmas festivities at Windsor were mudi 
curtailed, but all the Royal doles were duly dis- 
tributed with the accustomed liberality. 

The year 1855 opened gloomily. A frost of 
almost unprecedentecl severity set in, and the Royal 
sledges once more became an object of interest 
in Hyde Park. The apparently interminable siege 

^ Hiit ii oeminty the fint record of tlie Prince of Wales's going 
to the HofQie of Uwdi, hnt bo mention it made of tlie pboe be 
occnpied after lui anivsl tiiefe. Setenl of die biographeis ol Kiiif 
EAniid VIL refiresait bim u " occupying the dbii^of-atate ffmn 

(//V) the throne " on the occasion of the presentatioii to the Qaeot 
of the addresses of both Hoxiset in reply to the Sovereign'a mewy 

annoTincing the declaration of war, on April 3, 1854. <^^rcmony, 
however, took place at BuckinL'H.im Pnlncc, and not at Weitmin^tcr. 

t Lady Churchill only predeceased Queen Victoria, whc»c truetcd 
friend she was, by a lew weeks. Her son, Victor, Viscount Churchill 
(to whom the late Queen was sponsor), acted as Lord ChambcrUifl 
at the Coronation of King Edward. 
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of Sebastopol began to drag out its weary course, 
and Mr. (now Sir) W. H. Russell's trenchant 
exposure of the aliortcomings ot the Commissariat 
created a widespread excitement, the intensity of 
whidi is now ver^ difficult to realise. The mortalitjr 
prevalent in tke Crimea had its pendant in the 
presence of much sickness at home. Before Feb- 
ruary was over Lord Painierston had replaced Lord 
Aberdeen as Prime Minister. On March 2, the 
Tsar Nicholas, the prime mover of this great Euro- 
pean convulsion, died, and Punch once more im- 
mortaUsed itself with the cartoon " General Fivrier 
turned Traitor*" An obituary notice of onr 
departed foe commenced with the following strident 
phrases : 

^'The Tsar Nicholas is gone to his account. 
Hie disturber of- nations is at rest. The absolute 
lord and master of sixty million human beings — 

the inheritor of the largest Empire on the Globe — 
a man whose will was law ; upon whose lips hung 
the issues of destiny ; who, but yesterday, convulsed 
Europe, and troubled Asia, and brought into 
collision the forces of barbarism and civUisation; 
the scourge of the World ; the pest of humanity — 
the most selfish, the most cunning, the most majestic 
of despots, has been suddenly stricken down in the 
plenitude of his power and spicndoui." 

The news from the front grew worse and worse. 
It was abundantly evident that some one had blun* 

dered, and blundered considerably. A week later 

(March lo) the Queen (Prince Albert and the Prince 

of Wales at her side as usual) sought to cheer and 

encourage her wounded and disabled Guards in 

the Great Hail of Buckingham Palace. Hardly 

in sympathy with this womanly kindness was. 
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PuHcb*s cartoon, ** Inspection of the Imbeciles 

of the Crimea," calling the attention of all and 
sundry to the criminal negligence (if nothing 
worse) denounced by the powerful correspondent 
of Tb€ Times. Meanwhile an Art Exhibition and 
Sale in aid of the Patriotic Fund had been organised 
in Pall Mall. During a short stay at Osborne, 
the five elder children of the Queen had not been 
idle, and their contribution to the good cause took 
the form of five sketches of more than average 
merit. Early in April the Illustrated London News 
in glowing language thus invites the notice of its 
readers to the subject : We alluded last week 
to the contribution made by H.R.H. the Prince of 
Wales and his brothers and sisters to the Patriotic 
Fund Exhibition of works of amateur artists, and we 
are this week able to engrave two characteristic 
examples of the series — one by the Prince of Wales, 
* The Knight/ the other by Prince Alfred, ^ The 
Prince of Wales, afterwards Henry V.' Critics 
as well as courtiers see proof of merit in these 
drawings. They evince a taste for art worth culti- 
vation. We see this, and more. We see a chivalric 
feeling in them which would warm the blood of 
Sir Philip Sidney or Lord Herbert Clierbur)." 
A month later we are told that the Patriotic 
Fund Exhibition had been removed to Burlington 
House, where the drawings of the Princess Royal, 
the Prince of Wales, and the other members of the 
Royal Family continue to be its staple attraction. 
The highest bid for the clever ^ Batdeiield ' of the 
Princess Royal stiU continues to be ;f 200, but there 
are hopes of a considerably higher bid before the 
day appointed for the sale.** The sketches were 
finally sold, and it was announced that " at the sale 

of the drawings by the Royal children on May 14, 
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Sale of Royal Drawings 

the Princess Royal's sketch brought 250 gaineas, 
and that of the Prince of Wales 55 guineas, and the 
other three 30 guineas each. At the request of a 

good many influential people the purchasers con- 
sented to their remaining on exhibition for some 
time longer." A little later in the day Tbe linuSf 
which had no compassion for dishonest contractors 
and incompetent doctors, thus refers to those 
whom Horace Walpole would have dubbed Royal 
and Noble Artists " : 

** The five works of the Queen's children — com- 
prising ' The Knight,' by the Prince of Wales ; 
the ' Battlefield,' by Princess Royal ; ' Prince Hal,' 
by Prince Alfred ; ^ Prayer,' by the Princess Alice, 
and the * Girl Asleep,* by the Princess Helena, were 
among the most famous of London * lions ' when 
they were on view in Pall Mall ; and now they are 
lodged in more stately and more systematic fashion 
their power of attraction is proportionately in- 
creased. Each of the exhibition rooms is named 
after the Royal donor whose work is therein con- 
tained, and each of the five contributions stands 
as the chief gem among a number of works from 
contributors more or less aristocratic. It is late 
in the day to remark that the coloured drawing 
by the Princess Royal is the most remarkable work 
in the collection, and that a subscription list is 
open for its publication in chromolithography."* 

The visit of the Emperor and Empress of the 

French to Windsor scarcely enters into the story 

of this eventful boyhood, but Napoleon HI. was 

very strongly impressed with the abundant promise 

of future greatness which already dutinguished 

the Prince of Wales. Queen Victoria has herself 

perpetuated in her own way, at once graphic and 

• June 29, 1855. 
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pathetic, the circumstances of the friendly welcome 
accorded at Windsor Castle to the nephew of the 
most powerful enemy that England had ever van- 
amihecL At the ball siTen in the Waterloo Room, 
Queen Victoria danced^ as yery fcw women of her 
day could dance, with her imperial guest. How 
strange," she afterwards wrote, " to tlxink that I, 
the granddaughter of George III., should dance 
with the Emperor Napoieon, nephew of England's 
great enemy, now my nearest and most intimate 
ally, in the Waterloo Room, and this ally only six 
years ago living in this country an exile, poor and 
imthonght of ! ** Strange indeed,** moralises 
Sir Theodore Martin, ** and none could have been 
so deeply impressed by the contrast as the Emperor 
himself, when he looked round at the portraits 
of the great statesmen and soldiers, the struggle 
and glory of whose lives it had been, to hold his 
famom ancestor in check.** 

On Tuesday, May I, the birthday of Prince 
Arthur, the Queen gave another ball at Buckingham 
Palace, " to the juvenile nobility and gentry, for 
which about two hundred and forty invitations 
were issued." The guests began to arrive soon 
after eight o'clock with their parents, and at ten 
minutes before nine the Queen and Prince Albert 
entered the Throne Room, accompanied br the 
Prince of Wales, the Princess Royal, Princes Alfred 
and Arthur, and the Princesses Alice, Helena and 
Louise, the Duchess of Kent, and several other 
members of the Rr^yal Family. The Princess Royal 
and the other Royal Princesses were dressed in light 
blue tulle over a blue silk glace slip, trimmed with 
ruches of white blonde, and ribbon. They carried 
bouquets of white hyacinths, and each wore wreaths 
of the same flower. The Princess Mary of Cam- 
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Prince Arthur's Birthday Ball 

wm a dre80 with three ddrta of pink tulle 

over a rich pink glace silk petticoat, looped up with 
bunches of apple blossom and green crepe leaves. 
The Princesses Adelaide* and Feodoret of Hohenlohe- 
Langenbur^ came in flounced dresses oi white 
tarletan tnmmed with white silk fringe^ and with 
garlands of pink roses and white lilies. The ball 
was opened b^ a Royal quadrille. The Prince of 
Wales and Pnnce Alfred were attired in Highland 
dress, which costume was worn by the sons of the 
Duke of Argyll, and other young Scotch nobles 
present. The festivities ended at midnigiit. Three 
weeks later the Prince of Wales witnessed the dis- 
tribution of medals by the Queen at the Hone 
Guards; and on June 4, he once more accompanies 
his father and his younger brother. Prince Alfred, 
to the prize-giving and speech-making at Eton 
College. The camp before Sebastopol was at length 
placed in direct communication with London, 
and much disappointment was occasioned by the 
intelligence that the attack on the Redan, planned 
to coincide with Waterloo Day, had failed. On 
June 22 the venerable Duchess of Gloucester gave 
a juTemle ball at Gloucester House, at which the 
Queen and Prince Albert, together with all the 
youthful Princes and Princesses, were present. The 
Duchess received'her visitors in the Lower Drawing- 
Room, opening out of which was the ball-room 
where a dais had been erected for Her Majesty, 
with raised seats for the other members of the Roj^ 

* Bora Jnif ao^ 1835 ; xnarned Septeaibcr ii, x8$6^ Fradsric^ 

Hereditary Prince of Schleswi^-Holltan, died January 25, i^QC^ 
The ddat of her four daqghtcii Skairied the feigiiiqa Geiman 

Emperor, William II. 

t Born July 7, 1839 ; married October 23, 185S, Gcoige, HcrcdiUl/ 
Piiiice oi Saxc-MciDingen i died 1: ebruaxy 10, 187a* 
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Family* HigUand dresses were agaio very ezten* 
sivety wom» and a contemporary chronicler aasored 
liis readers that the other youthful members of 
the Royal Family were attired in nnpretentioas 

costumes of exquisite taste." The supper is des- 
cribed as " elegant," and midnight was the signal 
for departure. 

Early in July the King of the Belgians came to 
England, with his second son the Count of Flanders, 
and the Princess Charlotte. On the 7th the news 
of the death of Lord Raglan occasioned the Queen 
the deepest sorrow, and a week later she paid her 
first public visit to the encampment at Aldershot, 
accompanied hy the King of the Belgians, the Prince 
Consort, the Prince of Wales and Prince Alfred. 
The Royal party travelled by train to Farnboro', 
whence they proceeded in pony phaetons to the 
camp itself. 

On July 31 the Prince of Wales was one of those 
who came with the Queen from Osborne to Ports- 
mouth to witness the launch of the Marlborough, 
As the return visit to Paris was to occupy nearly 
the whole of the last fortnight m August, Prince 
Albert's always much-looked-forward-to birthday 
fiu was given on August 3* The programme 
included a procession and a dinner on an unusually 
large scale, served in marquees, which was followed 
by a series of rural sports. 

Tiie visit to l^Vance unquestionably marked an 
epoch in the boyhood of the Prince of Wales, now 
ncaring his fourteenth birthday. It was at the 
personal entreaty of the far-seeing French Emperor 
that the Queen and Prince Albert had decided, 
after mature reflection, to allow their two eldest 
children to accompany them. The Queen devoted 
a great many pages of her Journal to describing the 
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Paris en fete 

laying the foundation, in 1855, of that friendly 
feeling which is bearing such abundant fruit in 
1906. Of her first arrival at Boulogne, Her Majesty 
says : 

He [the Emperor] led me on shore, amid acclama- 
tions, salutes, and every sound of joy and respect. 
We four [the Queen, Prince, Prince of Wales, and 
Princess Royal] entered a landau carriage and drove 
through the crowded and decorated streets, the 
Emperor escorting us himself on horseback to 
the railway station, which was thronged with an 
enthusiastic crowd largely composed of ladies/' 

Then of Paris itself : 

Imagine this beautiful city, with its broad streets 
and lofty houses, decorated in the most tasteful 
manner possible, with banners, flags, arches, flowers, 
inscriptions, and, finally, illuminations ; full of 
people, lined with troops — ^National Guards and 
troops of the line and Chasseurs d'Af rique — ^beauti- 
fully kept and most enthusiastic ! And yet this 
gives but a faint notion of this triumph as it was» 
There were endless cries of * Vive la Reine d'Angle- 
terre ! Vive TEmpereur ! Vive le Prince Albert ! ' 
The approaching twiUght rather added to the 
beauty of the scene, and it was still quite light 
enough when we passed down the new Boulevard 
de Strasbourg (the Emperor's creation) and along 
the Boulevards, by the Porte Saint-Denis, the 
Madeleine, the Place de la Concorde, and the Arc 
de Triomphc dc ri']toilc. 

In all this blaze of light from lamps and torches, 
amid the roar of cannon and bands and drums and 
cheers, we reached the palace. The Empress, with 
Princess Mathilde and the ladies, received us at 
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tlie door» and took us up a beautiful staircase to our 
rooms, which are charmmg*" 

On August 24 the Emperor and his guests 
go to the InvaUdes, and Queen Victoria once more 
takes np her pen : 

" The coffin is not yet in the vault, but in a small 
side chapel of St. Jerome. Into this the Emperor 
led me, and there I stood, on the arm of Napoleon 
III., his nephew, before the coffin of England's 
bitterest foe; I the grand-daughter of that long 
who hated him most, and who most vigorously 
opposed him, and this very nephew, who bears his 
name, being my nearest and dearest ally ! The 
organ of the church was playing * God save the 
Queen ' at the time (Her Majesty had heard the 
familiar tune rendered as a polka at the ball given 
on the previous evening at the H6tel de Ville), 
and this solemn scene took place by torch-light, 
and during a thunderstorm. Strange and wonder- 
ful indeed ! It seems as if in this tribute of respect 
to a dead foe, old enmities and rivalries were wiped 
out, and the seal of heaven placed upon that bond 
of unity which is now happdjr established between 
the great and powerful nations. May heaven bless 
and prosper it ! ^ 

An excursion was made next day (Prince Albert's 

thirty-sixth birthday) to St. Ger mains, and emotions 
are awakened in the Queen's breast at the thought 
of the war wae^ed against England by the great- 
grandfather oi Louis XVIII. (to whom England 
gave back his throne) for the restoration of James II., 
the sworn foe of Her Majesty's Hanoverian ancestors. 

Good stories of all sorts were soon afloat concern* 
ing the hns-^ts of die Prince of Wales, induding 
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the ancient chestnut of his telling Napoleon III. 
that iie and im sister would like to remain a little 
loager in Paris, and they could easily do so, as on 
account of the extent of the Royal Family, they 
would not be missed*'' Probably the two events 
which fixed themselves hidelibly in his memory 
were his lite-a-tHe drive with the Emperor through 
the crowded streets of Paris, he chatting and joking, 
while his host smoked a large cigar, and did his 
utmost to captivate the King in pettOy and the 
dazading fitg at Versailles, of which his mother 
wrote : *^ It was one of the finest and most masnifi- 
cent sights we had ever witnessed ; there had not 
been a ball there since the time of Lonis XVI., 
and the present one had been arranged after a 
print of a fite given by Louis XV." 

Paris has rarely seen anything so briiiiant either 
before or since* It was the Prince of Wales's hist 
ball, and he appeared in that Highland costume 
which the fair Parisians pronounced to be ravissani* 
The Queen and Empress were literally blazing with 
diamonds. The Prmcess Royal, on the contrary, 
was simple in her dress as a school-girl in white, 
with a wreath of roses for her head-dress. The 
Emperor waltzed with the Princess Royal, and the 
dancing of the Prince of Wales was greatly praised 
by the French critics.* Supper was served in the 
Theatre, a gorgeous service of gold plate being 
used by those in the Imperial box. Amongst those 

• Queen Victoria was alwavs a most graceful and untiring dancer. 
She made a special study of ancient figure-dances, and was an excel- 
lent judge of the merits of every kind of dancing, from the paj di 
quatre to the Scotch reel or the sailors' hornpipe. The Prince of 
Wales soon trod in im mother's iootsicps as> iar a6 thjg particular 
aocompUaiunent wat ooncetned. At die Docheii of Keitt*! Frog- 
more paidct the petfomuuice «l the tm^ immkaoftm m grand' 
pire C* my leader ") by the Rojal cfaikbeo* wm a tf^ht to tee. 
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who were present both at Versailles and the ball 
at the Hotel de Ville was Prince Jerome Bonaparte, 
wto had been spoken of nearly forty years before 
as a possible heir to the Throne of England ! It 
is dimcult to realise the irony of fate which destined 
the artless British maiden with the wreath of roses 
to become within the next few months ^formally 
at any rate) the affianced bride of the Teuton 
Prince, who, before another fifteen years were over, 
would materially assist in the destruction of the 
Second Empire, and the bringing about of another 
period of exile for the descendants of the Man of 
Destiny. 

Mr* Punch'' in the meantime had not sinm- 
bered. His cartoon ** French Shawls for 1855— 

Tricolor a la Victoria and Union jack a la Eugenie " 
was a masterpiece, and so was the picture " La 
Belle Alliance, 1855," in which Queen Victoria 
is seen stroking the beak of a formidable-looking 
French eagle, while a still more ferocious British 
lion places its head in the lap of the Empress Eugenie, 
while Napoleon III. and rrince Albert tranquilly 
smoke their cigars in the background. What could 
possibly have been cleverer than the lines : 

Otxt gaxkm Qoibat-^hmgitaj ihe fill her tfaione, — 
Has been to see Looii Napol6on. 
The Majesty of En^tnd— bless her heart ^ 
I las cut her nrattoii with a Boniqwrte ; 
And Cousios Germans have survived the vieir 
Of Albert taking luncheon at St. Cloud. 
In our vount; days we little thought to see 
Such legs stretched under such mahogany j 
That British Royalty would ever share 
At a French Palace, i*rench Imperial fare ; 
Nor ett---4» we ihoidd haire belM^ at scluM^ 
The cioakiiig tenant q£ the nianh7 pool. 
At the tmsFfim we had not fnited then, 
Ai we have nncei and hope to do ttauL 
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This great event of course could not take place 
Without ht prodigies ior such a case ; 
The bnien pig- tail of King George xht Third 
Thrice with a hofizontal motkm •tin'd, 
Theiixoieaiemi, and stood 10 all dajrloQg 
Amid the cheen of an admiring throng.''^ 

After a few days' rest at Osborne the Queen 
returned to London on Wednesday, September 4, 
when the Royal Family started for Balmoral direct 

by the Great Northern Railway. The Prince of 
Wales and the Princess Royal drove to the station 
with the Queen and Prince Albert. It was about 
this time that the Rev. C. F. Tarver, M.A.,t was 
first appointed one of the tutors to the Prince of 
Wales, but Mr. F. Gibbs remained with him for 
some time longer. 

Deer-stalking, grouse-shooting, long walks and 
drives, and Highland sports are once more the order 
of the day at Balmoral, and early in September 
came the welcome news of the long-expected fall 
of Sebastopol. On October 6 a ball was given 

• In writing of the Paris visit to Stockmar, Prince Albert said: 
** You will be pleased to hear how well both the children behaved. 
Nothing could be luorc unembariassed, mure modest or mure friendly. 
Thgr have made themtehea general favoorit o - cy edally the Prince 
of Wales, /// si gentU! M the Fiench are laicaitic and not 
general^ partial to itrangeriy this it miich the more important/' 
In a letter to the Dnchets of Kent, he taild her that " the children 
pleased everybody. The vak wai no easy one for them, but they 
discharged it without embarratsment and with natural simplicity.'' 

The following paragraph oocors in fbg Times of September 15, 
1859: 

** The Rev. C. F. Tarver, M.A., who has since 1855 supenntended 
the studies of H.R.H. the Prince of Wales, will, upon H.R.H. leaving 
Holyrood previous to commencing his studies at Oxford, retire from 
the service of the Prince, and resume his parochial duties as Rector 
of Ilketihall, St. John's, SuffolL We hate reiion to believe that 
Mr. Tarver haa diichaiged hit important duties to the entire latisfiw- 
tion of the Royal parents of the Prince of Wales.** 
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to which not only the tenants and gillies, but 
the non-commissioned officers and soldiers of the 
79th and 93rd regiments, who had served in the 
Crimea, were bidden by the Queen. Amongst the 
Castle house-party was Prince Frederick William 
of Prussia.* On the i6th the whole of the Royal 
Family take their departure for Windsor, where 
the resumption of the interrupted " Theatricab 
on November 20, is decided on. Hitherto the 
erformances had taken place in the Rubens Room, 
t. George's Hall "has now been fitted up for the 
purpose, its noble dimensions being better adapted 
for the convenience of the Court, and at the same 
time affording more space for scenic effect. A 
large quantity of new scenery has been prepared 
by Mr» Grieve, who has now been entrusted with 
the whole arrangement of this department. The 
stage, which will occupy about one-third of the Hall, 
is situated at the western end leading into the 
Guard Chamber, thus leaving the Throne end 
for the accommodation of Her Majesty and the 
distinguished guests who may be honoured with 
invitations.'' 

The fourteenth birthday of the Prince of Wales 
was very generally observed in London, the Royal 
Standard being hoisted at the Tower, and the 
various public offices, the steamers and ships on 
the river being gaily decorated with the flags of 
all nations* that of Russia only excepted. There 
were the usual festivities at Windsor. The Prince 
of Wales accompanied his father on a shooting 

* The folknrii^ note appealed a wedkUttr in 

FlOM TBI HtOBLAMOS. 

''A yerf raspidoiii kxiloitt Ea^ hat beea o bi crv e d hofcriitt 
about the Rofu Fdace of BumofaL It is toppoied that ^ bno 
of ill omen hat an ^e towaidi Her Majei^r'i dofeoote.^ 
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expedition in the Royal preserves, during which 
the Heir Apparent killed several head of game with 
hjB own gun* 

On the evening of November to the comedjr 

of TKc Rivals " was successfully produced under 
the direction of Charles Kean. In the early days 
of December, Victor Emanuel II., King of Sardinia, 
arrived on a visit to Windsor* and was invested with 
the Order of the Garter. In the midst of the Christ^ 
mas festivities of 1855 died, at the age of ninety- 
two, the wdl-known banker-poet, Samuel Rogers, 
of whom It had been said that " Death had forgotten 
him." Samuel Rogers had been for many years 
the link which connected the days of Johnson and 
Goldsmith with those of Dickens and Thackeray. 
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CHAPTER XIII 



PEACE PROCLAIMED— BETROTHAL OF THE PRINCESS 
ROYAL— A WALKING TOUR IN WESSEX 

1856 

Before the beginning of the year 1856 (which was, 
however, fated to witness hostilities on a more 
modest scale with both Persia and China) the 
Crimean War had worn out its welcome, and peace 
negotiations were already in progress. Durmg 
the month of January two notable dramatic per- 
formances were given at Windsor Castle, under the 
able management of Mr. Charles Kean/ at both 

* Thf IllustraUd London Nnos at this time published a portrait 
of Charles Kean, with the following suggestive and complimentary 
paragraph. " When Her Majesty commenced the scries of private 
pcrfonnances at Windsor Castle, which have had such a beneficial 
influence on our National drama and restored tiie prestige and 
fashion which had long been withdrawn, Mr. C. Kean was selected 
as Director, a poit of great boocmr and a moit flatteriitt maik oC 
royal fxmx^ but ooe» at the same time beset with dtmcnl^y re- 
quiring in its discliaige the most consammate tact» impartialitf and 
delicacy, all of which xaie qualities he has exhibited on man7 oc- 
casions. It was at one time currently reported that he was abcmt 
to receive a more permanent and substantial token of the latisfactica 
he had given in the highest quarters. We feci quite sure that the 
realisation of tliesc rumours would have been iiailed with delight by 
the public and the profession of which Mr. Kean is such a distin- 
guished ornament. Whether in his private character or on public 
grounds as an actor and manager a more appropriate instance 
could hardly be selected as an exception to the rule of precedent. 
Poets, painten and sculptors, scientific and scholastic profenon 
have often been dbtingnished by titles, pensions and haoatwxf 
degrees ; but the art wioch combines to some eAent the blended 
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At the Old Adelphi 

of which the Prince of Wales was present. Amongst 
the Queen's visitors during the early days of Febrnary 

Lord and Lady Palincrston,* and Sir llcnry Kcppclf 
all three of whom made a great impression on the 
mind of the Heir Apparent. On February lo the 
Court removed to Buckingham Palace, and two 
days later the Prince of Wales, with the indefatig 
able Mr. Gibbs, was visiting the British Institution 
and the Architectural Exhibition in Suffolk Street. 

On February 23 the Queen, ever mindful of 
the amusements, as well as of the lessons of her 
children, " commanded " a special afternoon per- 
formance at the " Old Adelphi," of which Benjamin 
Webster and " Madame Celeste " were now lessees. 
Her Majesty was accompanied to the theatre by 
the Prince of Wales, Prince Alfred, the Princesses 
Helena and Louise, and Prince Arthur. Several 
juvenile members of the nobility had the honour 
of being invited to share the enjoyment of a pro- 
gramme which included ** Betsy Maker,'* That 
Blessed Baby," and the pantomime Jack and the 
Beanstalk," with the celebrated Madame Celeste 
as '^Jack and Harlequin,'' and Miss Wyndham as 

qualities and excellences of all, has never yet in England been made 
the subject of equal cons'dfration." The honour of being the premier 
Knight of the k>ock aiid Buskin was, however, reserved for Sir ticmy 
Ijving. 

• As in the case of Mr. Disraeli, the Queen had n< w forgiven and 
forgotten her old distrust of J^ord Fahneibton, and at length iully 
recognised the wisdom of his views about tiic tttUnU C9rdi4d€ with 
Fiance. Lady Palmetittm (vdiote PiocadiUy udtm was a power in 
the lan^ kept up a brisk anid confidential conespondence with the 
Countess Walewdda dimng the Crimean War (1854-1955) of a very 
interesting character. 

t Sir ** Harry Keppcl, who lately died on the verge of becoming a 
ceotenarlan, became the life-long friend of King Edward VII., and 
lived to see his Coronation, five and ioriy years after their first meet* 
in^ at Windsor. 
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** Mother Goose and Columbine." Ten years 
(save a single month) had now elapsed since the 
famous visit to Astlcy's of March 24, 1846.* Two 
nights later (February 25) the Prince of Wales and 
his two elder sist^s went to the Princess's, where 
Charles Kean tempered the classical severity of 
the " Merchant of Venice," with the pantoniime 
frivolities of " Harlequin, the Maid, and the 
Magpie." 

Early in the following month (March 5) the 
Prince of Whiles was to see from the windows of 
Buckingham Palace the glare of the flames which 
informeid all London that Covent Garden Theatre, 

of which the Prince Regent had laid the foundation- 
stone with full masonic ritual, half a century before, 
and where he himself had listened to grand 
opera for the first time, was being burned to the 
ground. The catastrophe is described with some 
acerbity of language in the serious summary" 
of events which Punch used to favour its readers 
with every half-year : 

" During the * operatic recess,^ Mr. Gye, the lessee 
of Covent Garden Theatre, had sublet it to Mr. 
Anderson, a popular performer and conjurer, who 
styled himself ' Professor ' and Wizard of the North, 
and who brought forward a very capital panto- 
mime. Mr. Anderson's speculation, which ex- 
tended over six weeb, had been successful, and he 
designed to terminate his season with a * Great 
Carnival Benefit.' The waste walls and hoardings 
of the Metropolis — indeed the walls of all the large 
towns — were covered with immense placards an- 
nouncing this ^ Grand Carnival Complimentary 
Benefit and Dramatic Gala, to commence on 

* See p. 185. 
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Oonfirmation of the Princess Royal. 

IVIonclay morning, and to terminate .with a bal 
mas^u€ on I'uesday night.' This abandoned sacrifice 
to vice was destined to present its crowning offering 
in the conflagration of the temple. Daring the follow- 
ing afternoon the still smoking ruins were visited 
by the Queen and Prince Albert, accompanied by 
the Prince of W aico and the Princess Ruyal.'* 

A day or so afterwards the Prince of VV ales and 
Prince Alfred were at the British Museum, note- 
book in handy with Mr. Gibbs (soon to become a 
C.B.) as mentor. 

On Monday y March 17, the King of the Belgians 
arrived in England to be present at the Confirma- 
tion of his god-daughter, the Princess Royal, which 
took place in the private Chapel at Windsor Castle,* 
on Thursday, the 20th, the Archbishop of Canter- 
bury and the Bishop of Oxfordf offidatine. Xu 
a contemporary picture of that ceremonial, the 
Prince of Wales and Prince Alfred, as well as the 
Princesses Alice, Helena and Louise, are all shown 
to be present, sitting in a row next to the Queen. 
The proclamation of peace eleven days later was 
cheered just as heartily as the declaration of war 
had been two years before. On April 25 a third 
juvenile ball, on the same lines as the preceding 
ones, was given at Buckingham Palace, and Mr. 
Gibbs arranged for the benefit of his pupils a series 
of visits to several noted printing and lithographic 
establishments in London. At this time Prmcc 

^ Fonnerly the music-room ol Fanny Bum^s Memoirs. It was 
converted into a chapel in 1843, and fitted up somewhat elabontdy 
with pews, a pulpit. Sec. One of the late Queen's biographers says 
it was consecrated in 1S43 by Samuel Wilberforcc, Dean of West- 
TTi-mer. Dr. Wllberiorcc, however, only became Dean in 1845, 
aod Bishop of Oxford some months later. 

t John iiird Sumner, D J>., and Samuel WUbedorcci DJD, 
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Albert's quite harmless pack of harriers had excited 
some adverse comment, but a tncndly newspaper 
rejoined by expressing a fervent hope that before 
many years arc passed by, the Prince of Wales and 
his Royal brothers will be seen following their own 
pack of foxhounds in Vi^ndsor Forest, drowning 
the inevitable cares of state in the hearty, healthy, 
manly and truly English sport." 

On Sunday, May 4, the day appointed for a 
general thanksgiving for the restoration of peace, 
the Queen and Prince Albert, with the Prince of 
Wales and the rest of the Royal Family, attended 
the service in the private chapel at Buckingham 
Palace. A few days later (May 12) the Queen and 
Prince Consort, with the Prince of Wales, Prince 
Alfred and the Princess Royal, went from Osborne 
to Portsmouth Dockyard to inspect some of the 
cavalry regiments just returned from the Crimea. 
On the following day they embarked on the Fairy^ 
and visited some of the ports of the Isle of Wight. 
Prince Frederick William of Prussia arrived once 
more in England, where he was now recognised, 
not as the " eagle of ill-omen," but the favoured 
suitor of the eldest daughter of the Queen, in whose 
company he visited early in June the <:reat bazaar 
given in the grounds of Wellington Barracks for 
the purpose of providing funds for building schools 
and nurseries for the children of the Brigade of 
Guards. The Queen and Prince Albert, as well as 
the Prince of Wales and several of his brothers and 
sisters, were all present at this brilliant gathering. 
The London season was an unusually busy one, and 
on July 14, with the King of the Belgians and two of 
his children, as well as Prince Oscar of Sweden,"^ 

* Now O&BKC IL, King of Sweden, bom Janufy ai, xZw^ He 
was married in Jiiiie» 1857. SncoMded 1871. 
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A Review at Aldershot 



being her guests at the time, the Queen went down 
to the camp at Aldershot for the purpose of review- 
ing the regiments of the Guards and of the line 
recently returned from the Crimea. She wa» 
accompanied by her foreign visitors as well as by 
the Prince of Wales. After having driven round 
the camp and personally inspected the huts of 
several of the men, the Queen entertained the 
Duke of Cambridge, and a large number of ofiicers, 
in the Royal Pavilion. On the following morning 
the parade took place in detestable weather. Despite 
a torrential downfall the Prince of Wales rode about 
on a little bay pony, " quite glossy with the rain,*' 
The Queen wore a militaiy plume in her hat, and 
read her address to the troops, which excited a 
spirit-stirring demonstration on the part of the 
soldiers. The Royal party returned to Buckingham 
Palace in the afternoon, and on the following morn- 
ing Q^^y i6) the Queen» together with her visitors 
and the whole of the Royal children, viewed the 
march past of the Crimean battalions of the Foot 
Guards from the central balcony of Buckingham 
Palace. The Queen afterwards reviewed the Grena- 
dier Guards in Hyde Park. 

The greater part of August was spent at Osborne, 
from which several pleasant excursions were made 
both by land and sea. On Mondav, August 4, Prince 
Albert went in the Royal yacht once more to 
inspect the progress of the breakwater works at 
Portland, attended by Captain Du Plat.* The 
Queen, accompanied by her four eldest children, 
and the Duchess of Kent, embarked in the after- 
noon in the Fairy^ and joined the Prince in the 
Victoria and Albert on his return voyage, returning 
to Osborne quite late in the evening. 

* Afteiwiids Genen] Du Flit. 
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The Queen and Prince Albert, accompanied by 
the Prince of Wales, the Princess Royal, Princess 
AUce and Prince Arthur, embarked at Cowes in 
the Victoria mi Albert on the afternoon of Sunday, 
August lo, and steamed to the westward on a cruise 
to Plymouth and the Channel. A squadron was 
in attendance on Her Majesty, and on Sunday night 
the yacht ancliored oflF Portland, but proceeded at 
nine o'clock on Monday morning to Dartmouth. 
At three o'clock in the afternoon Prince Albert and 
the Prince of Wales embarked in the hired steamer 
Dartmouth^ and proceeded up the Dart. The 
Queen was prevented from accompanying them, 
but later in the afternoon, the weather having 
improved, Her Majesty, with the Princes* Royal 
and Prince Arthur, rowed up the river in her barge 
and took a drive in the neighbourhood. Mr. 
Gibbs was also with the Prince of Wales on board 
the Dartmouth, and when the Queen joined the 
Prince Consort in the State barge, he expressed his 
sorrow that she had missed seeing some of the most 
beautiful scenery he had ever met with. 

On Tuesday, August 12, the Queen left Dart- 
mouth, where the Mayor * and Corporation had paid 
her their respects, and proceeded to Plymouth, 
where the naval and military authorities received 
her with the usual honours. Accompanied by the 
Princess Royal, Princess Alice, and Prince Arthur, 
Her Majesty landed at Mount Edgcumbe,and drove 
for some time in the neighbourhood. Prince Albert, 
with the Prince of Wales, visited the Docks and 
the new barracks and works at Mount Wise. On 
Wednesday, the 13th, the Queen and the rest of 
the Royal Family embarked in the Fairy, and, 
under salutes from all the ships in commission, 

• Mr, Timothy Carcw. 
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went up the Hamoaze as far as Cothde, where, 
in consequence of the insufficient depth of water, 

they left the Fairy, and went on board the steamer 
Gipsy ^ which proceeded through the winding river 
to Morwellan. Here the Queen landed, and, with 
the rest oi the party, drove to Endsleigh Cottage, 
a summer residence near Tavistock belonging to 
the Duke of Bedford. After spending some hours 
in the grounds and gardens of Endsleigh, the visitors 
returned by the morning route and re-embarked 
on the F ictoria and Albert, about 6. 30 P.M. Mean- 
while a violent gale had sprung up. 

The weather becoming more and more boisterous, 
the Queen resolved to return by railway. On 
Friday, August 15, they left Plymouth for Exeter, 
where they received an address from the Mayor 
[Mr. T. 6. Norris] and Corporation. At 12.57 
the Royal train reached Bristol, where the Queen 
was met by the Mayor [Mr. J. Vining] and sundry 
members of the Corporation, who Iiad not, like 
their Exeter confreresy donned the full panoply of 
municipal splendour. The royal visitors were also 
saluted by Lord Harrington, the Chairman, and 
several of the Directors of the Great Western 
Railway, as well as by the high officials of the Bristol 
and Exeter line. The train again left at 1.15 p.m. 
The local pressmen took careful note of the costumes 
of Bristol's illustrious guests on that eventful 
occasion, so we are able to learn after the lapse of 
just half a century, that " Her Majesty wore a 
white bonnet and a lace veil, and a blue mantle 
trimmed with black lace, over a French barege 
dress," while "Prince Albert was habited in a 
black frock coat, light vest, and shepherd's pattern 
trousers and the Prince of Wales looked very smart 
'^in a blue jacket and trousers, white waistcoat, 
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and tttmed-^down collar/' At Salisbuiy a still 
longer halt took place, for after the Mayor [Mr. 

Abraham Jackson] and Corporation had presented 
their address, the Queen, Prince Albert and their 
children took a late lunch at the White Hart Hotel, 
and afterwards viewed the glorious old Cathedral 
" with the Dean [Henry Parr Hamilton] and Chapter 
in attendance." They then proceeded to Southamp- 
ton^ and embarked on board the royal yachts El^Hy 
and arrived at Osborne at a quarter before seven. 

Lord and Lady Palmerston were this year amongst 
the guests at the annual feU chamfHre in honour of 
Prince Albert's birthday. 

On Wednesday (August 27) the Queen and Prince 
Albert, with Prince Alfred and the Princess Royal, 
left Osborne, and proceeded to Richmond Park 
to visit the Duchess of Gloucester, going thence 
to Buckingham Palace. On Thursday, August a8, 
they left London for Edinburgh, passing the night 
at Holyrood Palace, and going thence to Balmoral. 
This particular sojourn in the Highlands doc- not 
enter into a narrative of the early life of King 
Edward VH. While there, Queen Victoria wel- 
comed Miss Florence Nightingale,* the Prince of 
Orange and other illustrious visitors, but the Prince 
of Wales, and his little brothers Prince Arthur 
(now age d six) and the three-year-old Prince Leo- 
pold remained at Osborne. There were several 
reasons for this change. It had been thought 
proper that the Prince of Wales should now make 
an excursion, on lines not hitherto adopted. It 
was a fresh departure in the educational scheme 
now nearing its later phases. Queen Victoria's 
keen appreciation of the natural beauties of Dorset, 

* Still happily alivi: at the jubiicc of her spleodid services in the 
Crimea. 
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Devon and Cornwall have frequently been alluded 
to in these pages.* Ail through her long life she 
never forgot her early impressions of Penzance, 

Falmouth, Mount l-'dgcumbc, Torbay and Sid- 
mouth, or of Lviiie Regis, Bridport, Melbury, 
Dorchester, Weyminith, or Swanagc, which she liad 
(quitted regretfully in October, 1833, wearing the 
simple bonnet of plaited straw which she had 
received from the hands of the representatives of 
a now almost entirely neglected local industry* 
Old associations were doubtless renewed by the 
only too brief sca-tnp just ended, and the rapid 
homeward journey by rail. Walking-tours, in these 
days ol lightning locomotion, are generally regarded 
as an extinct form of exercise and enjoyment; but 
before the end of August (1856) the Queen had 
decided that an expedition of this healthy and 
instructive kind, with Mr. Frederick Gibbs and 
Colonel Cavendish, one of her grooms-in-waiting, 
as *' guides, philosophers and friends," should this 
year take the place of the Prince of Wales's annual 
sojourn at Balmoral. It was to commence in the 
Wessex soon to be immortalised on both sides of 
the Atlantic through the marvellous pen-pictures 
of Thomas Hardy. It thus came to pass that on 
Thursday, September 25, the Prince and his friends, 
who had left Obborne two days previously, had 
found comfortable quarters at the " Crown," in 
Wimborne, and were busily employed in visiting 
the ancient Minster, which had sheltered the bones 
of two Saxon Sovereigns, and its wonderful library 
of chained books. By luncheon time on the follow- 
ing day they were at Swanage, and the picturesque 
home of the " paviors and the straw-plaiters, 
where the flotilla of the stone-cutters (and in still 

• See iinfi-, p. 64. 
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more remote times that of the smugglers) used to 
ride at anchor in the sheltered bay, on the shores 
of which a seventeenth^century manor-house had 

been converted into a commodious hotel, known, 
since the events of October 1833; at any rate, as the 
** Royal Victoria." A ver\^ pleasant place is *' Sunny 
Swanage/' with its mysterious caves and giant ciiiis, 
in close proximity to Corfe Castle, and a dozen other 
notable historic sites. In 1856 Mr. Richard Roe 
was the landlord of the Royal Victoria/' to which 
the Queen had particularly directed her son's 
attention. Swana^c had made rapid strides towards 
becoming a popular pleasure-resort during the 
quarter of a century which had elapsed since the 
Duchess of Kent and her daughter had embarked 
there for Norris Castle, and on September 26, 1856, 
the hotel was full to overflowing. The incognito 
of the newly arrived visitors was well preserved, 
nobody, as yet, having the slightest suspicion of their 
identity. On asking for three beds, Mr. Richard 
Roe (the name was ominous, to legal ears at an/ 
rate) replied that two only were available, and that 
" the young gentleman " must put up with a sofa 
in the corridor. In the course of the night a 
storm arose which did considerable damage, a large 
pleasure-boat, belonging to a man named Hixson, 
being dashed to pieces. Before leaving the 
strangers made many inquiries as to what had 
happened, and some weeks after a cheque arrived 
which quite consoled the sufferer for his loss.* 

The fortunate Hizson lost no time in re-building 
the damaged craft, which now received the name 
of the Prince of WaUsy and may, it is said, be 

• Mr, W. M. Hardy of Swanagc hag collected several mteresting 
details connected with the Prince of Wales's brief sojourn there 
in 1856. 
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still seen at Poole. Next morning the Prince asked 
to see the *'ball room" of the hotel, but Mr. Roe 
was still too busy to attend to boys." After 
leaving Swanage the three much-amused traTellers 
walked westwards along the cliffs to St. Alban's 
Head, and thence to Kingston, where a carriage 
and their luggage awaited ihern. From the " Red 
Lion," at Wareham, they came on to the " King's 
Arras," at Dorchester, the ancient hostelry as- 
sociated with the memories of Nelson and Hardy, 
which Thomas Rowlandson had sketched sixty 

?ears before. Next day was Sundav, and the 
Vince of Wales, Mr. Gibbs and Colonel Cavendish 
attended service at St. Peter's Church. Before 
the end of the week the secret had oozed out, 
and the Sherborne JournaU alluding to the presence 
of the Prince of Wales m Dorset, said : " Such was 
the studied strictness of his incognito that he took 
his departure before the loyal inhabitants of the town 
were aware of the honour conferred upon them by 
the visit of the Heir Presumptive to the Crown of 

these Realms. 1'he vouni^ Prince walked the streets 
with the jau:it\' independent air of an Englishman, 
and chatted without the smallest restraint or without 
the slightest show of formal condescension with the 
poorest of the inhabitants. He had even entered 
mto a personal negotiation with the owner of an 
extraordinarily sagacious dog, with a view to the 
purchase of the animal." The teapot used by the 
three visitors at the King's Arms now bears the 
Prince of Wales's plume of feathers. 

On Monday morning another move was made 
towards the west, and after following the Roman 
Via Iceniana for some distance, they arrived at 
Bridport, passing within a mile of the town the 
very spot at which, little more than two centuries 
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before, Charles, Prince of Wales and Ring of 

England de jure, had saved liic life by turning 
suddenly down a narrow lane, thus checkmating two 
parties of his pursuers.* tlerc they put up at the 
Bull, another of those old-world " inns for wiiich 
Wessex is justly famous, and in front of which one 
of the skirmishes of Monmouth's ill-starred rebellion 
of 1685 had been fought. Before the end of the week 
the jealously guarded incognito was an incognito no 
longer, and Cj^^'cn Victoria noted in her Journal 
that *' Bertie had been recognised at Dorchester. 
Five days later (October 4) the vigilant editor of the 
Bridpart News (then only in the second year of its 
existence) informed its readers that had our towns- 
folk been aware of the exalted personage who was in 
their midst on Monday last (September 29) no little 
sensation would have been created. On that day 
about one o'clock, two gentlemen and a youth of 
cheerful and open countenance, took up their 
quarters at the Bull Hotel, but no other notice was 
taken of them than is customary of gentlemanly 
strangers. They having made inquiries with respect 
to the manufacturers of the town, Mr. Knight^ 

• In 1901, on the 250th anniversary of September 23, 1651, an 
appropriate memorial \v.i? p1:5r"'J at the juncture of the Dorchester 
Road and Lee or Lea Lup.e, through which Charles II. rcacked 
Broadwinsor by way ot Bradpole and the valley of the Brit. 

t In his correspondence with Baron Siockmar, Prince Albert made 
scver.il allusions to the walking tour of September, 1856, and all 
that it was hoped to achieve. In one letter he informed him that 
the Prince of Waks had started from Olborae on September 23, 
adding the words ^ May the eapcriment lucceed.'* In another letter 
he 9m : " Bertie's tour has gone off wd]» and seems to interest him 
greauy. Unfortunately, as I hire jtist heard, he was recognised 
at Dorchester, and an article has app«tfed in the Dorset local paper/' 
A fortnight later he aasucd the Baron that ^ Bertie had manifestly 
profited by his tour." 

X The father of " ipinc host " of 1906. 

33* 



Digitized by Google 



Trade Secrets in Danger 

took the opportunity of Mr. Joseph Gundry* 
being at the hotel, to introduce that gentleman to 
the strangers of whom they asked permission to 
inspect his manufactures ; permission being given, 
the gentlemen made their way to Mr. Gundry's 
warehouse ; after remaining there a few mmute8> 
they were accompanied by Mr. £. Crabbe to the 
spinning walks of Mr. R. PoweD, in St. Michael's 
Lane, where Mr. Crabbe explained to them the 
principal processes in the manufacture of lines. 

" It was observed that one of the {gentlemen was 
particular in repeating the explanations to the youth, 
but of course not the slightest idea of the reason 
was entertained.t After a gratuity of five shillings 
to the workmen in the waBc, the party took their 
leave, expressing their thanks to Mr. Crabbe for 
his kind attention. On arriving at the top of St. 
MichaeFs Lane they a krd their way to Charmouth, 
and took that direction. A carriacre from the Bull 
followed shortly afterwards. We understand that 
Mr. Gundry much regretted that he was not aware 
of the rank of his illustrious visitors. Mr. Crabbe^ 
too, was sorry for the same reason^ and had he known 
that he was giving explanations to the Heir Presump- 
tive to the Crown, would have presented him with 
a fishing line of sucli remarLibly tine texture as 
would have made it sohk thing worth preserving 
as a memorial of his visit to this town. His Royal 
Highness is making a tour of the provinces incognito,*^ 

At Charmouth the travellers passed the door 
of the old "Queen's Head," where Charles 11. 

• 'I'hc grandfather of the preient owner of the Hyde, Bridpoit. 
t To those who read between the lines it is evident that some 

suspicion mnst hnve arisen at the time in the mind^ of those chiefly 
intrrf^^^tpJ, th.it the sacred «carcts oi the ** uade of the town " were 
in immiflcnt danger. 
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liad passed the night of September zi—zj^ 16$!) 
while waiting for the boat which never came, and 

they must have found much to interest them at 
** Lyme of the King (the scene of Monmouth's 
landing in 1685), and where only twenty-three vears 
previously (1833) Queen Victoria had embarked ioi 
rlymouth* At Honiton (where in 1833 the Queen 
had started on her posting journey of over a hundred 
miles to Swanaee) the walking-tour appears to hare 
abruptly ended. The secret was out, and before 
the end of the week the Pi iace of \\ ales was once 
more hard at work in the school-room at Osborne. 

Within a fortniglit of his return from Wessex, 
the Prince of Wales travelled to Windsor to welcome 
the Queen and Prince Albert, who returned there 
on October i6. On Saturday^ October 25, the 
Prince Consort went to inspect the works at Welling- 
ton College, while the Prince of Wales and Prince 
Alfred journeyed to London to call on the Duchess of 
Gloucester. In the course of the next day or two 
it was settled that Prince Alfred, who, to a great 
extent, had been the companion of his elder brother 
both in work and play, should go for a time 
to Geneva for the purpose of studying modem 
languages. In the early days of October he left 
Windsor, attended by Sir Frederick Stovin and 
Lieutenant Cowell, travelling to Switzerland by 
way of Bonn. The Prince of Wales accomprinicd 
his brother as far as Dover. The Belgian 
royalties are once more in England, and it was 
announced that on Thursday, November 13* the 
" School for Scandal " and *^ Hush-Money ^' were 
to begin auspiciously the Windsor Theatricals of 
the season of 1 856-1857. It was arranged tliat 
Mr. Webster should play the part of " Sir Peter 
Teazle," with Mr. Wigan as Joseph Surface," 
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A Family Bereavement 

Mr. G. Vining as " Charles Surface/' and Miss 
Heath* as " Lady Teazle." But L homme propose 
et Dieu dispose. Queen Victoria's half-brother fell 
suddenly ill, and everything had to be altered* 
The customary festivities in celebration of the Prince 
of Wales's birthday were omitted; the departure 
of the Duke and Duchess of Brabant was expedited, 
and all invitations to the Castle were cancelled. 
On Saturday (November 8) Prince Frederick William 
of Prussia, the fiance of the Princess Royal, arrived 
at Dover, and came on to Windsor, where a week 
later Queen Victoria received the news of Prince 
Charles's death at Wald Leiningen, of a third 
attack of apoplexy. At his funeral on November ao. 
Sir Alexander Malet represented the Queen. Before 
that date Prince Frederick William of Prussia 
had quitted Elngland to make the acquaintance 
of the Emperor and Empress of the French at the 
Tuileries. The Court, havmg spent three weeks at 
Osborne, returned to Windsor for Christmas, which 
was unattended by the usual gaieties. It was, 
Kowever, whispered that Sheridan's great comedy 
would after all be played on January 1 5. 

* Afterwards Mn. Wilson Barrett. 
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THE YEAR OF THE INDIAN MUTINY— A SOJOURN IN 
RHINE LAND— WITH ALBERT SMITH AT 

CHAMOUNK 

1857 

The New Year opened brightly for the Pnnce of 
Wales, whose prowess in the himting-fteid began 
to be talked of, and who doubtless keenly en* 
joyed the production of the postponed Sheridan 
masterpiece at Windsor on January 15, when 
Miss Woolgar (Mrs. Alfred Mellon) dia ample 
justice to the part of " Lady Teazle." Between the 
pei foi mance of Planche's " Secret Service and 
Dance's "Hush-Money" (with Messrs. Robson 
and F. Matthews and Miss Woolgar and Miss 
Heath in the casts) on the 28th of that month, 
and that of " Richard II." on February 5, the fifth 
session of the fourth Parliament of Queen Victoria 
was duly opened, while the Prince of Wales, who 
did not go to London, enjoyed some excellent 
skating at Frogmore. Prince Alfred still remained 
at Geneva, and earlv in March the followinsr in- 
teresting information was vouchsafed to the public : 
His Royal Highness takes lessons from the best 
masters, and gives them g^tzt satisfaction. Prince 
Alfred has distinguished himself on the ice before 
all the youths of Geneva in the art of skating. 
The Prince occupies the first floor of the Hotel des 
Bergers. The second floor is occupied by the 
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Grand Duchess of Leuchtenberg, sister of the 
Empress of Russia, with her suite. Lately the 
Grand Duchess asked the Prince to show her some 
portraits and sketches he possessed, amongst them 
being some engravings representing scenes in the 
Crimean War. On coming to a particular one the 
Prince appeared greatly embarrassed, and en- 
deavourea to remove it unnoticed. This movement 
of her young friend was seen by the Duchess, who 
laughed, and, taking up the engraving, said, ^ No, 
no ; let me also look at this one/ The subject 
it represented was the taking of Russian colours by 
Enriish soldiers.** 

The Berlin papers were already busy with the 
coming marriage (now quite an open secret) of 
Prince Frederick William and the Princess RoyaL 
All sorts of dates were discussed for the ceremony, 
and it was announced that a house was akeady in 
process of fitting up for their prospective accom- 
modation. A little later " Mr. Punch *• oblivious 
of the sly hits at the " eagle of ill-omen," sings in 
chorus with the rest of them : 

Daughter of Engiand, juit about to wed 

The Prussian youngster — blessings on your head ! 

When vonr Mamm:^ — ^Time spin? so fast awijr— 
Was married, seems but just the other day. 
Perhaps she will, m quite as short a space. 
Have a granddaughter in her daughter*) cut. 

If so, so be it 

May wc all live to see it, 

And to Me yet more 

Thatwenuyiotr 

And ahont Hamk ! 
And fiiigy God M^e great Grandminmui { 
May you enjoy no end of happy life^ 
Have a good hniband tnd prove a good wife." 

On the nineteenth anniversary of the Queen's 
marriage [February io]> a grand concert took place 
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in St* George's Hall, Windsor. The performers 
numbered one hundred and forty, and Mrs. Ander- 
son, who had be«i the Queen*s music-mistress many 

years bclurc, resumed her duties as pianist. The prin- 
cipal soloists were Madame Clara Novello, Madame 
Bassano, Mr. Sims Reeves and Mr. Weiss. The 
Court removed to Windsor, and on Monday, Feb- 
ruary i6y the Prince of Wales, the Princess Royal 
and the Princess Alice were present at the marriage 
in the Private Chapel at Buckingham Pakce of 
Colonel Biddulph, Master of the Queen's Household, 
to the Hon. Mary Frederica Seyniour, one o£ her 
Majesty's Maids of Honour. 

The storm-cloud in the Far East which called 
forth that wonderful cartoon : Oh 1 God of Battles, 
steel my soldiers' hearts. Henry V. Act IV," 
[October 14], and the bitter denundationa of 
** Clemency Canning, the Sepoy Governor- 
General " [October 24] had not yet burst. Earlv 
in April the Prince of Wales was once more out 
with the hounds in the neighbourhood of Windsor, 
and practised hands declared he had lately attained 
great proficiency in crossing the country." On 
Tuesday, April 14, the Princess Beatrice was bom, 
and the following bulletin was issued by the Queen's 
medical attendants : 

''BucKiNCHAM Palace, j^/tri/ 14, 1S57, 3 f.m. 

" The Queen was safely delivered of a Princess 
this momina; at 45 minutes past one o'clock. Her 
Majesty and the infant Princess are well, 

" James Clark, M.D. 
" Charlfs Locock, M.D. 
Robert Fergussom, M.D." 

News of the happy event was at once telegraphed 

to the Emperor of the French. Exactly a fortnight 
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later, passed tranquilly awajr the venerable Duchess 
of Gloucester, the last surviving child of George III. 

and Queen Charlotte, at the advanced age of 
eighty-one. In her vouth she had been " the 
lovely Princess Mary of Miss Burney's Memoirs. 
She had survived her husband and cousin two and 
twenty years, anc^ ever since 1850 had been Ranger 
and Keeper of Richmond Park. On May 8 die 
Duchess was buried at Windsor, the Prince of 
Wales and his father being amongst the mourners. 
The house in which the Duchess died had once been 
the property of the Earl of Elgin, and, from having 
sheltered the Elgin Marbles, had been called a 
stone-shop " by Lord Byron, who spoke of it 
in English bards and Scotch reviewers " as 

. . . , " General mart * 
For all the mutilated blocb of art.** 

In the state drawing-room v^as an embroidered 
carpet, presented to the Duchess by eighty-four 
ladies of rank, each of whom had nerseU worked 
a compartment. House, furniture, and needlework 

have now vanished for ever from human ken. 

" The dead Duchesses obsequies " were, we 
learn with interest, " conducted by Mr, Banting, 
of St. James's Street, whose experience in ceremonials 
of this character now includes no less than fourteen 
royal interments dating back to the time of Princess 
Charlotte/** 

The greater part of the month of May was passed 
at Osborne, where the tiiirty-eighth birthday of 
Queen Victoria, which fell on a Sunday, was cele- 
brated sn famtUe^ the pubHc rejoicings in London 

* A leir yt$n later Mr. W. Btntuof aitoiualicd tke worid bf t 
ptmphlet on this rational treatment ol obenty, which went thtoQfk 
many editioiii, sad finally added the name of the author both ai a 
noon and a vob to the English language. 
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taking place on the Tuesday following [May 26]. 
A few days later the Grand Duke Constantinc of 
Russia arrived at Osborne on a short visit to the 
Queen. The second son of the Kmperor Nicholas 
was a man of more than ordinary intelligence, and 
Was credited with having invented the apothegm 

the best diplomacy is the army/' On Tuesdby, 
June 99 the Court remoyed to Windsor Castle for 
Ascot, the Prince of Wales being accompanied by 
Mr. Gibbs. On Thursday, the nth, Ascot v\as 
visited, and it was announced that " H.R.H. the 
Prince of Wales will» in the course of the present 
summer, make a tour on the Continent, residing 
for about six weeks on the banb of the Rhine at 
Koenigswinter at the foot of the Drachenfek, where 
a commodious hotel has been engaged for His 
Royal Highness. It is expected when the season 
advances His Royal Highness will proceed by the 
Rhine to Switzerland for the purpose of visiting 
the Alps. He will be attended by Major-Genend 
the Hon C. Grey, Lieutenant-Colonel Ponsonby, 
Mr. GibbSi the Rev. Mr. Tarver, and Dr. Arm* 
strong, R.N." 

On June 16 the newly bom Princess was baptized 
with water brought from the Jordan by Captain 
Nightingale. She received the names of Beatrice 
Mary Victoria Feodore, and her sponsors were the 
Duchess of Kent, the Princess Royal and Prince 
Frederick William of Prussia. At a Council held on 
Thursday, June 25, an order was passed for publish- 
ing a Letter Patent by which the Queen granted to 
Prince Albert the title of Prince Consort during 
their joint lives. Her Majesty was also pleased 
to declare her Royal will and pleasure that in all 
prayers, litanies and collects for the Royal Family, 

the words The Prince Consort," be inserted instead 
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of the words " Prince Albert." On the following 
day (June id) the " Order of Valour " [the Victoria 
Cross] was inaugurated by the Queen in Hyde Park, 
in the presence of six thousand of her troops. The 

weather was magnificent, and there were no less 
than sixty-one recipients of the honour — twelve 
from the Navy, two from the Royal Marines, and 
the rest from the Army. The Queen was mounted 
on a roan charger, and wore a riding habit of dark 
blue skirt and scarlet body or jacket, resembling a 



the left shoulder. Her black riding-hat was sur- 
rounded with a gold band, and ornamented with 
red and white featliers. Lady Churchill and Miss 
Bulteel both wore black habits. The Prince Consort 
and Prince Frederick were in uniform, and the Prince 
of Wales and Prince Alfred were kilted, and rode 

fonies. At the end of the month a visit was paid 
y the Queen, accompanied by the Prince Consort, 
Prince Frederick William of Prussia, the Prince of 
Wales, the Princess Royal, Princess Alice and Prince 
Alfred — the latter having now returned from Geneva 
— to the Art Treasures Exhibition at Manchester. 
On Monday, June 29, the Royal party reached 
Worsley Hall, where they were the guests of the 
Earl and Countess of Ellesmere. They returned 
to London on Thursday, July 2, and on the follow- 
ing Saturday evening Quly 4] the Queen, with the 
Prince Consort, their elder children, and the whole 
of her foreign guests, honoured the amateur per- 
formance, under the management of Mr. Charles 
Dickens, of Mn WUkie CoUins's drama of " The 
Frozen Deep,** at the Gallery of Illustrations in 
Regent Street. On Monday, July 6, a ball was 
given at Prussia House, the residence of the 
Prussian Legation, in celebration of the approaching 



military tunic. 




over 



Digitized by Google 



The Boyhood of a Great King 

matrimonial alliance between the Prince of Prussia 
and the Princess Royal. 
There is some discrepancy in the diflFerent accounts 

given of the actual date of departure of the Prince 
of Wales for the banks of the Rhine. In the 
** Life of the Prince Consort,"* he is supposed 
to write to Baron Stockmar on July 26, 1857 : 
"Bertie set out to-day at noon for fcoenigswintcr — 
he will take a week to get there. Of the young 
people only Lord Derby's sonf will go with him in 
the first instance ; Wood, J Cadogan§ and Gladstone || 
wiU follow " ; but long before that date one reads 
that *' The Prince of Wales, who is travelling under 
the name of Baron Renfrew, reached Liege oa the 
evening of the 9fth [July], by steamer from Namur. 
The Prince, accompanied by his suite, arrived at 
Aiz**la^Chapelle on the evening of the nth. After 
receiving the compliments of the military authorities 
stationed at Aix, the Prince went to the Hotel 
Grand Monarque, which was suitably prepared for 
reception. The spacious courtyard of the Hotel, 
enlivened by many of the national flags of England 
waving above tiers of choice flowers, was iiUed with 
the English residents there, who were all eager 
to behold their young Prince. The Prince after 
gracefully acknowledging this welcome, took posses- 
sion of the suite of apartments reserved for his 
reception, being the same as were occupied by his 
father. Prince Albert, on his journey to England 

• Vol. iv. p. 70. 

t Frcderia Arthur Staokf, now i6th Earl of Deiiif, K.G^ G.C 

G.CV.O., born 1848. 

t Charles Lindlcy Wood, now 2nd Viscount Halifax, born 1 850. 

§ George Heniy Cadpgan, tkom ^th Earl Cadpgan^ K.C^ P.C, 
born 1 840. 

If William ilenry Gladstone, eldest son of the late Rt- Hooble. 
W. £. Gladstone. Mr. W. l i. Gbdstone died in 1891. 
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to claim the hand oi Victoria. On the following 
day, after making inspection of the monuments of 
this ancient city, the Frince left by the afternoon 

train for Kcxnigswinter." Be this as it may, Sir 
Theodore Martin gives the fullest information as 
to the suite at Kcenigswinter, which consisted of 
" General Grey,* Colonel H. Pon8onby,t his domes-* 
tic tutor, Mr. Gibbs, his classical tutor^ the Rey. 
Charles Tarver,t and D^. Arm8trong."§ 

On July 26 the Prince Consort was one of those 
who witnessed the marriage of King Leopold's 
only daughter, the Princess Charlotte, to the Arch- 
Duke Maximilian of Austria. At this very time 
the English papers were busying themselves about 
the visit of Prince Jerome Napoleon (" Plon Plon ") 
to the lakes of Southern Ireland, and the banquet 
given in his honour by the Mayor of Cork. On 
Thursday, August 6, the Emperor and Empress of 
the French arrived at Osborne in the steam vacht 
La Reitu HorUnse, They remained at Osborne till 

General Sir Charles Grejr, author of the " Early Years of the 
Prmce Consort." Bom in 1804, and item 1861 until his death In 

1870 Private Secretary to Queen Victor! j. 

t Aftenvards General Sir Henry Frederick Ponionby^ G.C.B. 
Bom in 1825, he became in 1870 Private Secretary to Qneen Victoria, 
and hcW tbnt important post till his death in 1895. 

t More than one of the King's biographers ns«ert that Mr. Gibbs 
was a Nonconformist. In any case when he quilted the Royal 
service on November 9, 1H58, the Rev. Charles Tarver (afterwards 
Canon of Chester) was formally appointed " Director of Studies 
and Chaflatn to tlic Prince of Wales." He continued to act in that 
capacity till the aotumn ol 1859. 

f Sir Alexander Armstrong (18 18-1899) was a distinguished naval 
medical officer, who had been appointed to the R^ral yacht in 
1846. In 1871 he was made a K.C.B., and although he was for 
many years a constant correspondent ol both King Edward VII. 
and the late Duke of Coburg, his V' c connection with their early 
training is not mentioned in the D^.B., where hii caicer is dealt 
with in Supplemental Vdume I. 
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Monday, the loth. The next few days are spent 
by the Qneea and the Piince Consort in the tranquil 
enjoyment of their delightful island^home, the 
nurseries of which were now only tenanted by the 

four-year-old Prince Leopold and the infant Princess 
Beatrice. If the former already showed signs of 
that ability which afterwards distinguished him, 
tbi "Baby" of 1857 and the few following years 
was the " sunshine " of the house. To the hour 
of his death she was her father's darling and the 
object of her mother's ceaseless care. In April, 
1858, the Prince Consort wrote to Baron Stockraar : 
** Little Beatrice is an extremely attractive, pretty, 
intelligent child, indeed the most amusing babv 
we have iiad." The nurseries at Osborne in the 
latter years of the late Queen's life, when tenanted 
by the children of Princess Henry of Battenbex«, 
the ''Baby" of the late/'eighteen-fifties," had 
not varied, to any appreciable extent, from what 
they were in 1857. When one reflects that it was 
here that the future Queen of Spain and her three 
brothers* passed a great portion of the happy days 
of childhood, one may be excused for quoting a 
portion of the graphic description given of them 
from a work already referred to.t The spacious and 
airy nurseries^ which were specially arranged by Queen 
Victoria and the Prince Consort, were in the Queen's 
wing of the house, and commanded charming views 
of the Solent and the gardens. Needless to say, 
they were in direct communication with the Queen's 

• Princess Victoria Fut^cnie Julia Ena, born October 29, 1887, 

betrothed to .\lfonso Xlll., King of Spain (born t886), March 1906 ; 
Prince Alexander Albert, born 1886 ; Prince Leopold Arthur Louis, 
born 1889 ; Prince Maurice Victor Donald, born iSqr. 

i " I'he Private life of Queen Victoria," by one ot Her Majesiy'i 
scivanu. 
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A Royal Nursery 

own apartments. As aD nurseries should be," 

writes the author of the Private Life of Queen 
Victoria," " the whole suite is arranged indiscrimin- 
ately for sleeping and living. The largest of these 
rooms is almost the prettiest, being decorated with 
a fresh white paper oesprent with gay flowers and 
bright chintzes that match. A zig zag patterned 
carpet covers the floor, the entire centre of which 
is left free of furniture. A nursery guard stands 
before the fire, and two ample screens, one of scraps, 
the other chintz-covered, mask the doors. A round 
table, littered with toys, and some side-tables bearing 
photographs and books, have their full complement 
of wide, low chairs. The cots in the room are 

Siite old-fashioned, being mahogany with cane sides, 
e white fringes that hang round them forming 
an ideally neat little valance. The bedclothes have 
a simple arrangement of strings, by which they are 
kept over restless little bodies during the night. 
Two tiny rush-seated armchairs suggest delightful, 
childish days. All round the room are literally 
stacks of toys. The pictures on the wall follow 
out the Queen's taste m such matters. A few are 
of sacred subjects, the rest are portraits, among 
them being the likenesses of the Prince Consort 
and of the children, and tiicir many cousins. Traces 
of the little ones at Osborne are found in the shape 
of sundry toys in the Observatory Tower of the house, 
and down in Osborne Bay where in a well-arranged 
floating bath they learn to swim, as their Royal 
aunts and uncles did before them; as well as in the 
Lower Alcove, a most delectable and picturesque 
garden retreat on the Lower Terrace, which faces 
the big fountain, and has a charming view of the 
Valley Walk, where on wet summer afternoons 
the Royal children have a picnic tea in just the same 
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simple homeljr fashion as the Queen so loved in 
earlier days." 

The Princess Ena and her little brothers were 
also the latest occupants of that large^ airy apart- 
ment at Windsor overlooking the South Terrace, 
the Stables and the Home Park, which was next 
to the Queen*s private audience-chamber, and one 
room away from her own sitting-room." In 1901, 
numberless sketches and paintiiiL:? executed by 
Queen Victoria's children, of scenes in Scotland, 
pet animals and birds, and various essays at family 
portraits, still decorated the walls. It was only when 
the sons and daughter of Princess Beatrice (the 
"amusing baby" of 1857 and 1858) began to grow 
up that the grand riding-school w^hich played so 
important a part in the upbringing of King Edward 
VTI. once more came into constant use. 

On August 17 the Queen and Prince Consort, 
with their four children,* made a cruise in the 

Jacht Victoria and Albert^ going first to the Channel 
slands and afterwards to Cherbourg, where they 
were shown all over the new works by Admiral 
Count de Gourdon, the Prefet Maritime. Tiie) 
returned to Osborne on Wednesday, the 19th. 
It was now a time of great anxiety both for the 
Queen and the Prince Consort. The Indian Mutiny 
had broken out, and a feeling of irritation with 
France began to make itself felt, to become intensi- 
fied during the following year. No sooner had the 
Queen returned from her short cruise than the 
question of our national defences began to fill her 
mind. Her personal observations at Cherbourg 
helped her to realise the inherent weakness of 

* Prince Alfred, Ftincess Mce^ Princess Helena and Princes 

Louise. It was the first excunion of the kind in which the stttidj, 
high-spirited and lovable Princess Alice took part. 
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Portsmouth and Plymouth, and no time was lost 

in calling for confidential reports on the subject 
drawn up by the most competent expens available.* 
At the end of August the Court sets out for 
Balmoral. For the second time the Prince of 
Wales was to miss the deer-stalking, the grouse- 
drives, the Braemar Gathering and the cheery 
Tenants* ball. He was, however, now in Switzer- 
land boldly breasting mountains more formidable 
than those of Aberdeenshire. On September 5, 
accompanied by the Prince of Leiningen,t General 
Sir W. Codrington4 Colonel Ponsouby, Mr. Gibbs 

* The following unpuUisIied ktters of tlie Frinee Gomort in the 
pcMMHioii of the writer abundandy testify to the vntimg penooal 
efforts put forth fay the Queen and hinuelf to put the oountfjr in a 
proper itate of defence : 

I. 

" My deak Lord Panmure, — I return the Plan for the defence 
of Portsmouth, which has received the Queen's approval. 

Ever Toun tmlj, >* 
B.P. 17/1/58." *'ALatn-. 

II. 

My dear GtMEtAi. PtEL,— The Queen wishes me to sa)r that she 
has seen with much icgret that according to the returns of the last 
quarter which she received last evening, the small arms completed 
for the service (the Enfield rifle pattern, 1853) are so veiy msignificant 

in amount. The Government factory at Enfield has tiuned out only 

i£;,4t2 in 3 months^ London only 3130 and Birmingham only 2244. 

All the efforts which the nation may make for it? defence will he 
unavailing without arms. Should not a vigorous f flort he made 
on the part of the Govt, to put the cotintn' in safe tv in tliis respect. 
May I take this opportunily aUo for asking whether ;iny «;teps nre being 
taken to secure the ground for the new Guards' Barricis in. tius town, 

" Youn truly, 

••B.P. 13/5/59." «Atwr. 
t Probably Prince Edward, b. 1853. 

i Sir William John Codrington (1804-1884) had apparently taitea 
the place of General Grey. He had been Cbmmander-in-Chsef 
at Sebastopd (1855-185Q, and in 1859 was appobted Governor of 
Gibraltar. 
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and Dr. Armstrong, he had arrived at Chamonnix 

from Martigny by the T^e Noir. It was the Prince's 
intention to pass a few days in the valley, which is 
crowded with visitors. Two days later one learns 
that the Royal party, accompanied by Mr. Albert 
Smith, who is now at Chamounix, and had the 
honour of acting as guide on this occasion, visited 
die Cascade du Dard, and afterwards traversed the 
Glacier dn Boissons." The Indian cloud grows 
darker and darker. Delhi was captured at last, 
but fierce fighting continued around Lucknow, 
and Campbell's victorv at Cawnpore had still to 
be won. October 7 was declared to be a day oi 
National fast and humiliation. It was nowhere 
more strictly observed than by the Queen and her 
family at Balmoral* The outlook at home was 
scarcely more cheering than that abroad. It was 
a period of profound financial depression, ^nd tiierc 
were already indications of the great commercial 
crisis, which, a few weeks later (November 1 2), 
necessitated the suspension oi the Bank Charter 
Act of 1844. Nevertheless, a quarter of a million 
sterling was collected for the sufferers from the 
unspewible horrors wrought by the revolted Sepoys* 
The Queen left Balmoral on October 13, and after 
passing one night at Haddo House, as the guest of 
the Earl of Aberdeen, and another at Edinburgh, 
she arrived at Windsor Castle on the evening of the 
15th. On Monday, the 24th, the Prince of Wales 
reached Dover, and, after sleeping at the Lord 
Warden Hotel, came to Windsor the followine 
day* The dinner*-party in the evening includea 
the Duchess of Kent, the Prince of Wales and the 
Princess Royal. The Prince of Wales's suite, 
vi'/.. Sir W. Codrington, Lieutenant-Colonel 
Ponsonby, Dr. Armstrong, R.N., and Mr. Gibbs 
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were also invited.* The Prince's sixteenth birthday 
was celebrated at Windsor, on Monday, Novem- 
ber 9, with the usual parade of Household troops. 
After the review the Prince Consort and his two 
elder sons went out shooting. Both the Prince 
of Wales and the Princess Royal were certainly 
present at the dinner-party given at the Castle 
that evening. 

The death of the young Duchesse de Nemours 
at Clare mont on the day following, revived for a 
moment the sad memories of the Royal tragedy 
of forty years before.t On the birthday of the 
Princess Royal^ November 21, the Queen pre* 
sented the Victoria Cross to several soldiers who 
hid won the distinction by their valorous deeds 
during the late war. The Prince Consort was present, 
with the Prince of Wales and his elder brothers and 
sisters. The iirst three weeks of December were 
spent at Osborne. It was there the first news of 
Sir Colin Campbell's success at Cawnpore reached 
tbs Queen. Tnis Christmas was a sad one* There 
was little merriment, but much charity. 

• Sir Kinloch Cooke locates the first dinner-partv of the King 
as taking place at Kcw Cottage (1858). It seems quite evident that 
from the day oi his return from Koenigswiiuer (October 1857) he 
was generally included amongst those who ^dined with the Qtiecn 
at Windsor and elsewhere. 

t The DnchoM de Nemonn wii l3ie daughter o£ Feidtniiidy 
Dake of Saa&Coburg and Goths. She died at hss been ttited on 
November loy 1857. The Wacm Charlotte died on November 6^ 
1 8 17. The circumttancei ettending the death of each were almost 
idcntiGily and the room occupied at Clareroont by the French 
Frinoeii wtt immediatdiy over that of the Fxmom Charlotte. 
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CONFIRMATION OF THE PRINCE OF WALKS AT 
WINDSOR— AT THE WHITE LODGE—" BLARNEY" 
AND KILLARNEY-A MEMORABLE BIRTHDAY 
AND HISTORIC LETTER--COLONEL AND KNIGHT 
OF THE GARTER--FAREWELL TO BOYHOOD. 

1858 

The last year of what both Queen Victoria and the 
Prince Consort evidently regarded as the boyhood 
of their eldest son commenced, as so many previous 
years had done, with the usual distribution of food 
and clothing for the poor in the Riding-sdiool at 
Windsor Castle^ and in the evening the Queen gave 
a large dinner-party, at which the Prince of Wales 
was amongst the guests. At the end of the 
month the illustrious guests invited to the marriage 
of the Princess Royal with Prince Frederick William 
of Prussia began to arrive, and on the afternoon of 
Monday, January 18, the Prince of Wales was pre- 
sent at the dinner given by the Queen at Buckingham 
Palace in honour of the numerous royalties then in 
England, and of which. King Edward VII. and the 
King of the Belgians are now probably the only 
survivors. A Court ball, at which the Prince of 
Wales was not present, took place two evenings 
later, the ball being opened by a quadrille in which 
the Queen, in a masni&cent dress, trimmed with 
lacC) heart's-ease, ana ornamented with diamonds 
danced with King Leopold* The wedding, which, 
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like that of the Qaeen twenty years previously. 



ames s, was 
anuary 25). 



took place in the Chapel Royal, St. 
celebrated on the following Monday Q 
** Lord Palmerston bore the massive sword of state 
in its gold and crimson scabbard with a ponderous 
dignity defiant as a British Lion and careless that 
more than seventy summers had passed over his 
brow. The Prince of Wales and Prince Alfred 
followed in Highland costume, and then came the 
Queen leading in either hand Prince Arthur and 
Prince Leopold, and the little Princesses Louise 
and Helena dressed in pink tulle, were j ust behind." 
So writes one of the contemporary chroniclers of 
the first separation in the domestic circle of Queen 
Victoria. In John Phillip's picture, the four sons 
of the Queen are depicted as wearing kilts and 
tartan. Sucli a houseful," wrote Her Majesty 
at the beginning of the third week in January 
1858, " such bustle and excitement ! After dinner 
a party and a very gay and pretty dance. It was 
very animated, all the Princes dancing. Albert 
did not waltz. Ernest [Duke of Coburg] said it 
seemed like a dream to see Vicky dance as a bride, 
just as I did eighteen years ago, and I still (so lie 
said) looking very young. In 1840 poor dear papa 
[the late Duke of Coburg] danced with me as Ernest 
danced with Vicky." And again on January 25, 
** The second most eventful day in my life as regards 
feelings. I felt as if I were being married over again 
myself, only much more nervous, for I had not that 
blessed feeling which I had then, which raises and 
supports one, of giving myself up for life to him 
whom T loved and worshipped tlien and ever." 

When ail was ready for proceedmg to the Chapel 
Royal at St. James's Palace, the Queen and Crown 
Princess were daguerreotyped, together with the 
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Prince, but/' says the Queen, " I trembled so, 
my likeness has come out indistinct. Then came 
the time to go. The sun was shining brightly ; 
thousands had been out since very early, shouting, 
bells ringing, &c, Albert and uncle, in field- 
marshal's uniform with batons, and the two eldest 
boys, went first. Then the three girls in pink 
satin trimmed with Newport lace, Alice with a 
wreath, and the two others with only bouquets 
in their hair of cornflowers and marguerites. Next 
the four boys in Highland dress. The hail full. 
The flourish of trumpets and cheering of thousands 
made my heart sink within me. Vid^ was in the 
carriage with me, sitting opposite. At St. James's 
I took her into a dressing-room prettily arranged, 
where were uncle, Albert, and the eight brides- 
maids, who lucked charming in white tulle w^ith 
wreaths and bouquets of pink roses and white 
heather. Went into the gallery, where mamma 
(looking so handsome in violet velvet trimmed with 
ermine, and white silk and violet) and the Cam- 
bridges were. All the foreign Princes and Princesses, 
except uncle, the Prince of Prussia, and Prince 

Albert of Prussia, were already iu the cliapel. 

" Then the procession was formed, just as at 
my marriage, only how small the former Royal Family 
has become 1 Mamma last before me — then Lord 
Palmerston with the sword of state — ^then Bertie 
and Alfred, I with the two little boys on either side, 
and the three girls behind. The effect was very 
solemn and impressive as we passed through the 
rooms, down the staircase, aad across a covered m 
court.'' After the ceremony the Prince of Wales 
attested the register, his signature appearing between 
that of his grandmother, the Duchess of Kent, and 
his brother Prince Alfred. His wedding present to 
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his sister consisted of a beautiful opal and diamond 
necklace, brooch and earrings. " Punches poem " 
in honour of the wedding, entitled Epithalamium/' 
la quite worth remembering : 

" Farewell, young Royal Lady, 
Ne*er may your life wax shady, 
Still may your path be aliiii^ 
AQ loijr, nothing spiny. 
• • • • 

" May the first line long sit in 
Hie loyal leat of Britiin, 
On FniMia't throne the tecond, 
Fiom foo to doomsday redDoned. 

" United in aUiance 
May these two lines, defiance 

Bid ever more to treason 
By governing with reason." 

And in an equally kindly spirit was the cartoon 
^ A National Toast : 

" Health and Happiness to the Bride and Bridegroom (Hurrah ! ) " 

The Court remained some time longer at Bucking- 
ham Palace, and on February 8 the Prince of Wales 
was amongst those who listened to the debates in 

the House of Lords. Two days later lie was one of 
the guests at the Queen's dinner-party, after which 
a performance was given by Dr. Mark and his 
juvenile corps in the Picture Gallery. Before the 
end of the month (February), the Queen and Prince 
Consort, with all their children, left London for 
Osborne, the Prince of Wales being, as usual, 
attended by Mr. Gibbs. After a short stay in the 
Isle of Wight, the Court removed first to Bucking- 
ham Palace, and then to Windsor, where, oa 
Maundy Thursday (April i) the Prince of Wales 
was confirmed by the Archbishop of Canterbury,* 

• John Bird Smnner. 
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after a lengthy examination as to his theological 
knowledge on the previous day by the Dean of 
Windaor.'^ All the Great Officers of State and the 
Ladies and Gentlemen in Waiting occupied seats 
immediately behind the Royal Family. The Bishop 
of Oxfordt read the preface, and the Archbishop 
of Canterbury performed the ceremony, which he 
concluded with an Exhortation. The late Duchess 
of Teck was amongst those present at the Confirma- 
tion ceremony. In her diary for April i, 1^58, 
she wrote : " Breakfasted at nine, and soon after 
Alice came to ns for a little while ; then I wrote 
till it was time to dress for the Confirmation. We 
assembled shortly after twelve in the Queen's 
Closet, and thence proceeded to the Chapel, where 
the Archbishop confirmed the Prince of Wales, 
who seemed much impressed. . . . The ceremony 
condudedi we repaired to the green drawing-room, 
where the guests were convened with. We then 
withdrew to the late King's room to give our presents 
to the Prince of Wales, and afterwards lunched as 
usual famille,^^ A change of Ministry had taken 
place five weeks before, but Lords Derby, Palmerston 
and john Russell were all present. This circum- 
stance seems to have aflorded the Prince Consort a 
text for the following interesting letter to Baron 
Stockmar on the subject of the Confirmation of 
the Prince of Wales, and the new phases in his 
education then about to commence. 

** The Confirmation went oft with great solemnity, 
and, 1 hope, witii an abiding impression on his mind. 

• Gerald Valeriaxi WeUeslqr (^1809-1882], Dean of Windsor, 
1 854-1883. His widow, a greit-iiMce of MnL Elitabedi Mootaigii, 
ii itul alive (1906). 

t Samnd Wilberforce. 
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The previous day his examination took place before 
the Archbishop and ourselves. Wellesley prolonged 
it to a full hour, and Bertie acquitted himself 
extremely well. To-day we take the Sacrament 
mth him. • . • Next week he is to make a run of 
fourteen dayi to the South of Ireland with Mr. 
Gibbi^ Captain de Roa,* and Dr. Minter, by way 
of recreation. When he returns to London he is 
to take up his residence at the White Lodge in 
Richmond Park, so as to be away from the world, 
and devote himself to study, and prepare for a 
military examination. As companions for him 
we have appointed tliree very distinguished young 
men of from twenty<-three to twenty-six years of 
age, who are to occupy in monthly rotation a sort 
of equerry's place about him, and from whose 
intimate intercourse I anticipate no small benefit 
to Bertie. They are Lord Valletort^t the eldest 
son of Lord Mount £dgcumbe» who has been 
much on the Continent^ is a thoroughly good, 
moral, and accomplished man, and never was at 
a public school, but passed his youth in attendance 
on his invalid father: Major TeesdalcJ of the 
Artillery, who distinguished himself greatly at 
Kars, where he was aide-de-camp and factotum to Sir 
Fenwick Williams ; Major Lindsey of the Scots 
Fusilier Guards, who received the Victoria Cross for 
Alma and Inkerman (as Teesdale did for Kars), where 
he carried the colours of the regiment, and by his 
courage drew on him the attention of the whole 

• Now 24th Baron de Roi, K.P., K.C.WO., Premier Baron of 
Kngland. Lord de Rw wm bom in 1827. He had been appointed 
Bmeny to the Frince Gooiorc In 1853. 

t NowEiil<»IMfNtntEdicunhe(iet«iM^,p. iSQ. 

I Sir Christopher Ouurlci Tcetdak^ V.C [1S35-1893I Aide-de* 
cmp to Queen Victoria, 1877. 
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irmy. He is mulioyt in his habits. Eyes fittk 

with the other young officers, is fond of study, 
familiar with French, and specially so with Italian, 
spent a portion of his youth in Italy, won the first 
prize last week under the regimental adjutant for 
the new rifle drill, and resigned his excellent post 
as aide-de-camp to Sir Tames Simjpson*, that he 
might be able to work as lieutenant m the trenches. 
Besides diese three, only Mr. Gibbs and Mr. Tarvert 
will go with him to Richmond. As future governor, 
when Gibbs retires at the beginning of next year, 
I have been able as yet to think of no one as like 
to suit, except Colonel Bruce,t Lord Elgin's brother, 
and his militarjr secretary in Canada, who now 
commands one of the battalions of Grenadier 
Guards^ and lives much with his mother in Paris. 
He has all the amiability of his sister, with great 
mildness of expression and is full of ability.'* 

During the following week (April I to 7) Mr. 
Disraeli, the new Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
who eight years before had taken so keen an interest 
in the Prince of Wales's learning the catechism, 
was one of the Queen's visitors at Windsor. Doubt- 
less, by this time, he had been reassured as to the 
Prince Consort's orthodoxy. The Court removed 
to London on April 12, and two days previously 
the Prince of Wales, accompanied by Captain 
Dudley de Ros, Mr. Gibbs and Mr. Minter, had set 

^ Sir Jamet Simptoo, G.CB. [1792-1868I noimded at Quaiie 
Bru, 1815. Succeeded Lord Riglin in the Ciimeft, 

t Cfaarkl Fcnl Tarvcr (see aiiU) became Canon of Chester, 
hlay 10^ 1873, difid 1886 «t hit Uviiig at Stitttd, Eitez, where hm u 

Imried. 

t The Honble. Robert Brace [ 1 8 1 3-1 862]. He married a daughter 
oi Sir M. S. Stewart. Lady Augusta Bruce, who xxuiried Dean 
Stanley, was his sister. 



Digitized by Google 



Blarney and Killamey 

oat for Southern Ireland. It was just about this 
time that he had acauired his first velocipede, the 
snccesaof of the old hobby-horse and the fore- 
runner of the present bicycle. He had seen one. 

in Dover on the occasion of his visit there during 
the previous autumn, and the manufacturer seeing 
the interest he took in the new invention, prepared 
a special machine for his acceptance, which was then 
described as *^ z beautiful structure and capable 
of gpuQg the rate of eight miles an hour ! " 

The presence of the Heir Apparent in Ireland 
excited a good deal of attention. On the road 
to the Lakes of KiHarney he visited Bandon, Bantry 
and Skibbereen, and an alJec^ed daring attempt to 
kiss the Blarney stone, evoked from Mr. Punch 
some amusing stax^s after the manner of th» 
following : r 

•* And Captain dc Ros, too, it*s well he was dose to 

The Royal offspring his legs to secure, 

While Biddy Casey, that keeps the kays, she 

Was takin it aisy on the secood fluic. 

Little was dhramin, how the Prince was schamin 

To be let hang craning down over the wall. 

For a kiss of the stone there, which it's well known there, 

MalMa nuna ddad^lier for good mud aU.** 

On May 5 (after a short stay in London) the 

Prince of Wales took up his abode in White Lodge, 
Richmond Park, where it was announced he would 
** keep an establishment for some months." This 
was in 1858. Exactly thirty years later, and on tke 
fiftieth anniversary of Queen Victoria's coronation^ 
the present writer passed a day at White Lodge, 
where the last months of the boyhood of King 
Edward VII. had been spent. Since then Queen 
Victoria, the venerable Duchess of Cambridge, 
the Duke of Teck, and the kindly^ charitable and 
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unselfish Princess whose record of the Prince of 
Wales*s Confirmation has briefly been alluded to, 
have all vanished, one after another into the world 
of shadows, but the account then given of the historic 
house and its inmates,* has, it is hoped, still sufficient 
interest to justify its reproduction in connection 
with the latest phase df the up-bringing of King 
Edward VII. 

Fifty years have rolled by since the Princess 
Mary Adelaide, then a fair-haired, rosy-cheeked, 
blue-eyed maiden in her fifth year, was led to the 
drawing-room windows oi Cambridge House to 
see the glittering pageant pass slowly along Picca- 
dilljr, on its way to Westminster. The jubilee of 
the Coronation has come and gone ; the pleasant 
mansion overlooking the Green rark, which became 
the scene of Lady Palmerston's famous parties 
after its Royal denizens migrated to the ' Old 
Dutch House ' at Kew, has been converted into 
a service club ; the great majority oi those who 
played a part in the gorgeous processipn of June 28, 
1838, are now dead and forgotten ; but the venerable 
Duchess of Cambridge still survives to send, in her 
ninety-first year, a congratulatory message to her 
Royal niece from St. James's Palace, while her always 
popular daughter spends the memorable anniversary 
with her husband and children at the White Lodge, 
Richmond Park, where Jeannie Deans pleaded with 
native eloquence the desperate cause of her sister 
Effie' before Queen Caroline, in ' a deep and narrow 
valley, carpeted vrith the most verdant and dose* 
shaven turf, and screened from the sun by the 
branches of lofty elms ; * where Lord Nelson in 
1802 drew out roughly on a table his plan of breaking 
the enemy'^ line while taking wine with Lord 

35« 



Digitized by Google 



The White Lodge and its Associations 

Sidmouthy the Ranger; and where some three 
years later, and only a few months before his own 

death, William Pitt took a last farewell of U Sieur 
Addingtorty medecin tnalgre lui. ' The flower- 
wreathed brow of Richmond Hill ' and the ' mean- 
dering stream ' below it are still quite as beautiful 
as when Alaric Watts and Alexander Pope sang 
their praises; *the boundless landscape/ des- 
cribed uy Thomson, is still as fair to lode upon in 
summer-time as it was when broad-faced, jolly- 
looking Robert Walpole rode down in hot haste 
one afternoon in June, 1727, to announce the death 
of George I. to his son and successor ; and if the 
Hermitage and Merlin's Cave, designed by Stephen 
Duck and good Queen Caroline, have disappeared 
under the reforming hand of * ontutor'd Brown/ 
the deer still graze beneath the shade of the * time- 
worn giants ' and the * vigorous plantations of 
matured and maturing trees ' which you pass on 
your wav from Richmond Gate to the White Lodge. 

" Standing on the steps of the Doric portico 
facing the east, you catch a glimpse through the 
trees of Putney Heath and the tents on Wimbledon 
Common. Lord Sidmouth, during his long tenure 
of office, added considerably to the Italian yilla 
which Queen Caroline built as a sort of sunimer- 
house, to command the finest view of * the boundless 
landscape.' It was * the Doctor ' who planned the 
semicircular wings with corridors and broad windows 
leading to groups of apartments which now possess 
an historical interest. In the modest rooms looking 
towards Kew the Qu^en and the Prince Consort 
passed six weeks of the summer which followed the 
death of the Duchess of Kent in tranquil retire- 
ment. It was in the south wing that the Prince 
of Wales lived as a bachelor when he first attained 
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the dignity of an ^ estabiisiunent.' The gray stone 
of the coiridon is entiiely concealed by a tangle 
of jasmine, roses, and magnolia ; white and ydkm 
blossoms hang in festoons over the windows ; and 

ivy from Bestwood nearly surrounds the open door, 
before which * Romo/ a gigantic St. Bernard, 
gambols with * Duke/ a long-haired Pomeranian, 
* Cavell,' a large-eared basset-hound, * Boxer,' a 
wire-haired terrier, and one or two other canine 
companions. Siirill cries proclaim the fact that the 
red and green parroqnets, which the Princess Mary 
is keeping for the Dnchess of Connanght, decline 
to live in amity with thdr neighbour * Cocky,' one 
of the oldest inhabitants of the White Lodge. 
Deep stands faced with blue tiles are filled with 
pink and white azaleas ; the heads of wild boar 
from Wildpark, in Wurtemberg, and deer slain at 
Ashridgc and Balmoral look down on tables heavily 
laden with blue and white china ; and close to the 
entrance hang quaint portraits of Anne and William 
of Holland in Dutch fdiencey and paintings of 
George II.'s eldest daughter, who was the Duke 
of Teck's great-great-grandmother, and Christo- 
pher Duke of Wurtemberg, who was a contemporary 
of Henry VIII, The master of White Lodge, in 
a straw hat and serge suit, has been looking after 
his rhododendrons with that diligence whidi be* 
comes the President of the Botanic Society, and 
having calmed the too demonstrative transports 
of the dogs, takes you away to the south corridor, 
where he keeps his Egyptian relics. Faded engrav- 
ings of George 111. and his consort surmount the 
door ; a few paces further on you see Queen Caroline 
in a morning gown nursing her daughter, the future 
Queen of Wnrtemberg ; Princess Amelia as a baby 
holding a dove in her hand ; and George III. and 
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his youthful brv)thcrs and sisters playing in a garden. 
The deep bay-window looks out on a balcony 
covered with Gloiic de Dijon roses» a thicket of 
acacias and sweet-scented sjrrlnga, the spreading 
Spanish chestnut-tree beneath which the Princess 
Mary delights to welcome her friends on Sunday 
afternoons, and the Pen Ponds beyond. Yon have 
no time to enjoy the delightful prospect. You 
pass rapidly from one historical engraving to 
another, from the Baron Marochetti's bust of 
the Duchess of Teck to the inlaid furniture, which 
was a birthday gift from the Queen ; from the pastels 
of Mary and Amelia of Orange to the marqueterie 
cabinet cmtaining the battered Arab standard- 
top, the embroidered pouches, and the swords 
which came from Tel-el-Kebir. Lord Wolseley 
used to describe those relics facetiously as the 
Duke's ' loot.' They have at last found a home 
in the Prince of Wales's wing of the White Lodge 
dose to the little breakfast-room, opening on a wide 
Terandah, surrounded by honeysucklci Virginia' 
creeper, wisearia, and tea-roses. 

"The broad stone staircase within sight of the 
classical portico dates from Queen Caroline's time. 
It is hung to-day with ancient Windsor tapestry, 
and a door a few paces beyond it leads you to the 
white and gold saloHf with a lofty coved ceiling, 
and a high ^vooden mantelpiece, having the mono- 

£am6*C.R. on a panel in the centre. The windows 
reedy face the aisle-Iike avenue of trees commonly 
known as the Queen's Ride, which stretches away 
westward? in the direction of Richmond Hill, and 
seems to lose itself at last in the picturesque beauties 
of * Ham's embowered walks.' The floor is covered 
with a red velvet-pile carpet ; the collection of 
blue and white fdiinei scattered about the room 
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once belonged to the handsome Prisl^ of Transyt 
vania, who smiles vvith grim satis&cticm on his 
descendant from the walls of the central corridor ; 

the draperies are of gray-blue Louis XI\'. satin, 
with Chinese figures in colour ; a tail palm stands 
in a huge vase of white and blue china ; and a screen 
oi gold brocade shelters at once a bust of Charles I., 
an Italian picture of the Holy Family, and Queen 
Charlotte's inlaid jewel cabinet, which enshrines 
the archives of the Surrey Needlework Gmid, 
though the arms of England and Wurtemberg 
have not yet lost their original splendour. A door 
in the southern corner of the room is opened, and 
you find yourself in the boudoir where the Princess 
Mary and her daughter the Princess Victoria, in 
the simplest of black dresses, are busily engaged in 
putting up the papers connected with the * Dis- 
tressed Irish Ladies,' and dealing with an accumula- 
tion of letters about the Surrey and London Needle- 
work Guilds, in the well-being of which they both 
take the keenest interest. The Princess Mary is 
amongst the most constant visitors at the Royal 
Cambridge Asylum for Soldiers' Widows, which her 
father founded; the children of poor prisoners 
are in many cases saved from ruin by the good work 
she does in the village homes at Addlestone, which 
bear her name ; the Training Home for Young 
Servants has no more ardent supporter ; in the 
large-hearted Princess Mary, Mr. George Holland 
has found the most zealous and able coadjutor for 
his philanthropic labours amongst the destitute 
poor of Whitechapel and the East End ; and she is 
a Dame Chevali^re of the Order of St. John of 
Jerusalem. Before the time of mourning came, 
she had already ' opened ' no less than ten charitable 
fita in the course of the fiirst five months of the 
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year, and the state of her ' own room * at White 
Lodge affordi abundant proof of her determination 
to niake the mott of her Idiure. The Persian 
carpet was a present from her brother the Duke 

of Cambridge ; the Duke of Westminster sent her 
the reproduction of the * Blue Boy,' which rests 
on an easel ; the ^ Surrey Guild ' cabinet near the 
window, on a level with the tops of the almond- 
trees, was a gift from the late Lord Wilton ; and 
the Princess * Majjr/ the most patient and capable 
of amanuenses^ writes at a little rosewood escntoire 

near the door. An old- fashioned card-table placed 
between them (possibly the one on which Lord 
Nelson drew his plan) is tenanted by rows of docketed 
letters, and a Louis XVI. chair is given up to the 
last reports of the lioodon Needlework GuUd, from 
whichvott leam that out of a total of 1 6,739 ^ Abides ' 
providled, the Duchess of Teck and her daughter 
are responsible for 2165. The plethora of tables 
and screens in this Royal workroom is at first a 
little perplexing, but you speedily discover that 



everything has its use. The Princess Mary's writing- 
table is covered with serviceable purple cloth ; 
the sofas and chairs are upholstered in homel7 bfaie 
and white chintz; even the official envelopes of 

the * messenger cards * are utilised for charity 
letters ; and on the glass screen close to her hand 
are placed a water-colour sketch of the late Duchess 
of Gloucester (who spent the last summer of her 
life at the White Lodge) and portraits of the Queen 
and the other members of the Royal Family. The 
walls are covered with Oarter-Uue flock-paper, 
the Board of Works is responsible for a gray and 
white ceiling, and nothing could be prettier than 
the hangings of blue and cream-coiour, with a 
small Persian pattern. On one of the numerous 
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tables rests an excellent portrait of the Empres* 
Victoria, with her name in enamel ; there is a space 
between the two windows set a|>art entirely for the 
▼aloable jniniatares of the Princess Mary's illus- 
trioui ancestors, and her friends ^ Lady A,'* Lady 
de Grey, and Lady Delawarrf have each a |^lace 
in her collection of photographs. Over the minia- 
tures is a French fan, given her long ago by the 
Empress Eugenie ; close to it is a copy of Angeli's 
picture of her mother ; above the * Blue Boy ' is 
a crayon drawing of her father ; on either side of 
it arc Koberwein's water-colour heads of Prince 
Adolphus and Prince Francis of Teck ; and <m the 
opposite wall is Svdnejr Hodm' picture of the Duke 
of Teck in his ribbon of the Bath. There is nothing 
amongst her belongings which is associated with 
more pleasant reminiscences of the past than the 
finished study for the head of the Princess of Wales, 
which William Frith gave her as a reward for her 
valuable assistance in enabling him to ^ catch ' 
the most difficult of sitters. The Princess Mary 
has a great many letters to finish before post-time. 
There is, however, much remaining to be seen at 
the White Lodge ; so you follow Prince Teck to 
the dining-room, where you admire an original 
Sir Peter Lely, and the portrait of Anne of Wurtem- 
berg, bequeathed him by the Duchess of Inverness. 
The paintings of the King and Queen of Bohemia 
are by Mirevelt; and on the tapestry-draped 
staircase the robust form of SchiUer*s patron, 
Duke Charles of Wurtembcrg, baton in hand, 
towers above a fireplace lined with Delft tiles. 

The mistress of the W hite Lodge always speaks 

* Maris, Doivftger Mtfchiooess of AUeibury, one of lint most 
popular grandet dSmn of the *^ eighteea-eigktiei." 
t Noir the Dowager Onrntew Dehmm. 
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with grateful enthnsiann of the many marb of 
attention she has received from English authors 

of all classes. The old library on the other side 
of the drawing-room is used by her husband as a 
study, and here, behind an open screen of Corin- 
thian pilkra •upporting an elaborately carved 
frieze, you aee the presentation volumes which 
contain on the fly-leaves the autographs of Samuel 
Wilberforce, Alison, Motley, Lords Malmesbury, 
Dulferin, Albemarle, Macaulay, and Stratford dc 
Redclifie, Fred Burnaby, and twenty other well- 
known writers. Landseer's portrait rests close 
by on an easel ; a tall jar bristles with spears from 
Zululand ; and a writing-table is placed crossways 
between the windows looking towards Richmond 
and Kew. Near it is Mr. Downey's life-like photo* 
graph of the Princess Mary bending over her 
youngest son ; her portrait by Weigall hangs 
above the mantelpiece, on which stands a marble 
bust of Karl Duke of Wurtemberg, surrounded by 
brass plates and pewter water-ewers from Tel-el- 
Kebir and Kassassin« 

From the study you pass into the northern 
corridor, which brings you to the more modern wing, 
where the Queen and the Prince Consort spent 
six weeks of the memorable year which was to end 
ao mournfully. The Princess ' May ' has a plainly 
furnished sitting-room of her own close to the study 
used by her brothers. Prince Adolphus, who is going 
out to India to join the 17th Lancers, Prince Francis, 
still a cadet at Sandhurst, and Prince Alexander, 
who is acquiring experience in Mr. Austm Leigh's 
house at Eton. Nothing can be more interesting 
than to talk to the Princess Mary, whose memory 
is as good as her mother's, of the engravings hanging 
on the walls of the corridor, which relate to State 
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pageants and ceremonies at which she was present. 
Like her sister and brother, the Princess Marr was 
bom at the vice>regal palace in the old-world dtjr 

of Hanover, In 1837 she came with her father 
and mother to Cambridge House, and in the follow- 
ing summer saw the Coronation procession from the 
balcony, and wore, she tells you laughingly^ pak 
bine bows on her shoes in honour of the event. 
Standing before the engraTing from George Haytcr's 
painting of the Queen's marriage, she points out sQ 
the various personages who, one after another, 
have died since she lield her mother's hand in the 
Chapel Royal, St. James's. Queen Adelaide, the 
Duchess of Kent, Leopold King of the Belgians, 
the stalwart Duke of Sussex, and nearly all the 
noble guests have passed away ; but the Duchess of 
Cambridge and her son (then a slim young officer 
of Cavalry) still live, and it is the little girl with a 
white dress, golden curls, and a broad sash, in the 
left-hand corner of the picture who speaks to you. 
Her father always admired Hayter's dainty figure 
of his daughter, and the finished study for it is 
preserved in St. James's Palace. She was a child 
when the great ball took place at Badingham 
Palace, and she remembers her mother, as Anne of 
Bretagne, dancing with the late Duke of Beanfort, 
as Louis XII., while her elder sister in blue and 
silver, in the character of Reine Claude, was the 
partner of Lord Pembroke, who personated Fran- 
9oi$ I. Her father died in 1850; and ten months 
later his young daughter, in deep mourning, was 
one of the Royal group which assembled in Hyde 
Park at the opening of the Great Exhibition. The 
Duchess of Cambridge and her daughter now moved 
to Kew, and in the following year the Queen gave 

them rooms at St. James's. Phillips's historical 
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picture of the Princess Royal's marriage has at the 
present moment a melancholy interest. You have 
little difficulty in recognising Princess Mary, who 
wore a robe of blue ailk, white lace, and pink roses, 
amongst the figures in the foreground. The old 
German Emperor, the Duke of Aibanj^-^-the little 
lad in kih and tartan, upon whose fthoulder the 
Queen lays her hand so tenderly — Lord Palmerston, 
who carries the Sword of State, Lord Breadalbane 
with his wand, Lord Clarendon, Archbishop Sumner 
who performed the ceremony, and now the young 
bridegroom himself, are all gone, and of the three 
bridesmaids kneeling immediately behind the 
Princess, Lady Cecilia Bingham is the solitary 
survivor. The Princess Mary speaks with true 
womanly feeling of the many old friends she has 
lost, and she preserves amongst her treasures an 
engraved portrait of Archbishop Longley, who 
married her in St. Anne's Church, Kew, to the 
Duke of Teck, just two and twenty years ago. 
Three years previously she had gone to Mr. Frim's 
studio in her dress of lilac and silver, to sit for her 
portrait in his picture of the Prince of Wales's 
marriage, and she still laughs merrily over her adven- 
tures at Pembridge Villas. From 1867 till 1883 
the Princess Mary and her children lived at Kensing- 
ton Palace, where she laboured as indefatigably 
in the cause of charity and good worb as she has 
done since her removal to the old home of her 
favourite aunt, amongst the leafy glades of Rich- 
mond Park. In the corridor you may notice several 
other portraits of her husband's ancestors. Maria 
Dorothea, Empress of Russia, was the sister of the 
Duke of Teck's grandfather, and he himself bears 
a atrong resemblance to his father, whom you see 
in his Lancer uniform. The Princess Mary goes 
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i^ck to the weight7 affairs of the Surrey Needle- 
work Guild, wmie the Duke, closely followed by 

his faithful ' Romo ' (the gift of his friend Paolo 
Tosti), leads you across the turf to show you his 
ferneryj his grotto, and his clumps of rhododendrons, 
which e^te the envy of the authorities at Kew. 
The air is sweet with the scent of many flowers ; 
and as you pass the open gate of the stable-yard, 
after your pi^image round the most beautiful 
of gardens, you may, perchance, see the model 
phaeton which Sir John Whittaker Ellis presented 
a few days ago to the Princess ' May,' in the name 
of the grateful inhabitants of Richmond. Like 
her warm-hearted and generous mother, she as 
already doing her utmost to strengthen, by her own 
care and consideration for the wants of others, 
those bonds of affection and req>ect which draw 
the hearts of the English people so closely to the 
members of the Royal Family.'* 

Towards the end of May the Prince Consort 
left Osborne for Coburg, where, during a short visit 
to his brother, he hoped to see the Princess Frederick 
William and her husband. On the 24th of that 
month the Prince of Wales ran down to Osborne 
for the Queen's birthday. On the following day 
(Tuesday, the 2Sth) the birthday of the Princess 
Helena was kept. A noted conjurer, Signor Carlo 
Andreoletti, came from London to exhibit his 
feats of legerdemain. 

The life at White Lodge in the summer of 1858 
appears to have combined very happily the require* 
ments of both study and pleasure. In his interest- 
ing Life of the Duchess of Teck,'' Sir Kinloch 
Cooke tells us that the Prince of Wales " often rowed 
from Richmond to Mortlake, and, mooring his boat 

alongside the landing-stage at Brentford Ferry, 
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would get oat and take a stroll in the gardens witk 
his annt and cousin^" adding that the first dinner-* 
party the Heir Apparent attended was at the 

Cottage, Kew Green."* 

During his absence on the Continent the Prince 
Consort, in consequence of the Princess Frederick 
Wiiliam oi Prussia having sufiered a severe sprain 
and being therefore unable to come to Coborg, 
had gone to see her at Berlin, travelling in strict 
incognito. In the early days of the following 
month the Court removed to Buckingham Palace, 
and on Monday, June 7, the Queen, with the 
Princess Alice and Princess Helena, paid a visit to 
the White Lodge in Richmond Park. On the follow- 
ing day the Prince Consort returned to England. 
On Saturday, June 26, the King and Queen of the 
Belgians, accompanied by the Princess Charlotte 
and the Duke and Duchess of Brabant, arrived at 

Windsor Castle. On the following Monday the 
Queen and Prince Consort, with the whole of the 
foreign Royalties then in England, made a lengthy 
inspection of the mammoth steamship the GrtMi 
EiUUf% caBed in its early days the Leviathan^ to 
the pious horror of tlie over-critical. At the 
beginning of July several of the London newspapers 
began to discuss the possibility of the Prince of 
Wales's marriage, and one of them proceeded to 
state that unless he would select a Consort much 
older than himself his choice was practicallv limited 
to the following seven ladies, the only rrinoesset 
of Royal blood who were Protestants : 

(1) Princess Alexandrina, daughter of Prince 
Albm of Prussia, bom Februarv i, 1842. 

(2) Princess Ann of Hesse-Dannst^dty niece of 

* See anu^ p. 349. 
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the Grand Duke of Hesse and of the Empress of 

Russia, born May 25, 1843. 

(3) Princess Augusta of Holstein-Glucksburg, 
born February 27, 1 844. 

(4) Duchess Wilheixuina of Wurtemberg, bom 
July II, 1844. 

(5) Princess Alexandra, daughter of Prince Chris- 
tian of Denmark, bom December i, 1844. 

(6) Princess Mary of Saxe-Altenburg, bom June 
28, 1845. 

(7) Princess Catherine of Oldenburg, sister of 
the Grand Duchess Nicholas of Russia, born Sep- 
tember zif 1846. 

In view of the great event of four years later 
this compafatiire matrimonial table is certainly 

interesting, although it attracted very little notice 
at the time. On Monday, August 2, the Prince of 
Wales arrived at Osborne from White Lodge, 
attended by Lord Valletort and Mr. Gibbs, and 
embarked with the Queen and Prince Consort on 
a visit to the Emperor and Empress of the French 
at Cherbourg. In spite of the feeling ct distrust 
which had arisen on both sides, the Cherbourg 
fStfs proved a great success. The Emperor was 
described as wearing a General's uniform and the 
ribbon of the Legion of Honour, while the Empress 
looked her best " in a travelling tortelle at once 
elegant and simple and a crinoline of very reasonable 
dimensions." The Queen and Prince Conabrt, 
with the Prince of Wales, dined with the Emperor 
and Empress of the French on board the BretagtUy 
and the Emperor proposed the Queen's health 
at dessert in the following terms : " I drink to the 
health of Her Majesty the Queen of England, and 
to that of the Prince who shares her Throne, and 
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to that of the Royal Family. In proposing tins 
toast in their presence, on board the French 
AdmiraPs ship in the port of Cherbourg, T am happy 
to show the sentiments we eateitain towards them. 
Indeed, facts speak for themselves, and thejr prove 
that hostile passions, aided by a few unfortunate 
instances, did not succeed in altering either the 
friendship which exists between the two crowns 
or the desire of the two nations to remain at peace. 
Therefore I entertain a sincere hope that if attempts 
be made to stir up the old resentment and the passion 
of another epoch they will break to pieces upon 

Eublic common sense as the waves break upon the 
reakwater which at this moment protects the 
squadrons of the two Empires against the violence 
of the sea.** 

Punches Cherbourg cartoon represented the 
Emperor showing the Queen a cannon, saying, 
** A tine gun, your Majesty," to which she replies, 
" Yes, exactly like a number we have at Woolwich.'** 
The Queen and the Prince Consort reached 
London on Monday, August o, leaving next day 
for Potsdam. The Prince of Wales returned to the 
scholastic quietude of White Lodge, and did not 
accompany the Queen to Leeds, where, on Sep- 
tember 7, she inaugurated a new Town Hall, but 
four days later he left Richmond on a visit to her 
Majes^ at Balmoral. By a strange coincidence 
in the newspaper which gave a glowing account of 
the glories of Leeds ameared the following modest 
note : The Rev. Dr. Temple, headmaster of 

* See mitif p. 547. for oorrespondenoe of tlie Pdnce Gooaort on 
the tabject tA our nttional defences. It was m 1858 that mxof 
IMmpUett on the subject appeared, e.g.^ Key and Williamson*! 
" Invasion invited by the Ddenceless State of Eo^and*' ; H)rBbp'i 
(Col) *'The DcieiicieoloarGoett,*' andotben. 
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Rugby School, in order to encourage the study of 
botany amongst the pupils of that Institution, 
had offered prizes of and for the best collec- 
tion of dried wild iiowers and plants grown within 
four milet of the school." Four and for^ yean 
hter the same Dr. Temple, was, at Primate of All 
England, destined to crown the stndent at White 
Lodge, King of these radms. In 1858 the Sss^ 

and Reviews controversy was still in the womb 
of futurity, and the patron of wild flowers was not 
even looked on as a probable candidate for the 
honours of the Episcopacy. At Balmoral the Prince 
and Major Teesdale got a fair amount of gronae- 
ahooting and deer-driving, and, before the Queen 
returned to Windsor, her eldest son was back aeain 
at his books in the north wing of the White Lodge. 
On October 16, the coming retirement of Mr. F. W. 
Gibbs, C.B., was announced, and on October 25 
the Prince Consort thus writes to the Prince of 
Prussia, afterwards (1870) German Emperor : " The 
day after to-morrow, I take Alfred to his ship 
at Spithead. That same evenmg he goes to sea«^ 
His departure will be another great trial for ns* 
The second child lost to our family circle in one 
year. 

Prince Alfred had been for many years the 
" Afhe " of Queen Victoria's Journal and correspond- 
ence, and for some time his absence from home was 
keenly felt. On November 9 the Prince of Wales 
would enter on has eighteenth year, and it seems 
to have been tacitly understood that this particular 

was attidied, was destined for the Mediicnaiiein mtioB, wBefe dw 
frigate was to remain for the next two Tean, The ftince Consort 
and the Frince of Wales >ccomp<nifld the young tailor to Spithead, 
and tm hit v«Nel bearing amy (m her €oqm beCoic th^ 
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Emancipation 

birthday should practically be regarded as the 
end of bo^hoody and the b^inning of another 
epoch in his career. On that very dar the Prince 
Cooaort wrote to the Prince of Pruwia : ^* I 
ought not to tease you with family trifles, still I 
will let you know that Bertie, who to-day solemnises 
his eighteenth birthday^ proposes to pay a fortnight's 
visit to his sister, and asks leave to present himself 
to yon. It will not be a State but purely a family 
▼isit, and we^ therefore beg you only to ahow him 
such slender courtesies as are suitable to a member^ 
and a very young one, of the family* To-day he 
becomes a Colonel in the Army (unattached), 
and will receive the Garter. Colonel Bruce, Lord 
Elgin's brother, has become his Governor. Mr. 
Gibbs retires to-morrow." 

Five days previously (November 4) Mr. Greville 
made the following entry in his diary : I hear the 
Queen has written a letter to the Prince of Wales 
announcing to him his emancipation from parental 
authority and control, and that it was one of the 
most admirable letters that ever were penned. 
She tells him that he may have thought the rule 
they adopted for his education a severe one, but 
that his welfare was their only object, and well 
knowing to what seductions of flattery he would 
eventually be exposed, they wished to prepare and 
•trengtluui his mind affainst them, tnat he was 
now to consider himself his own master, and that 
they should never intrude any advice upon him, 
although always ready to give it him whenever he 
thought fit to seek it. It was a very long letter, 
all in that tone, and it seems to have made a pro- 
found impression on the Prince, and to have touched 
his feelings to the quick. He brought it to Gerald 
Wellesley in floods of tears, and the effect it produced 
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is a proof of the wisdom wliich dictated its compo- 
sition.'** 

The seventeenth birthday or the beginning of 
the eighuentb year of the life of the Prince of Wales 
was signalised by his appointment by Brevet to a 
Colonelcy in the army. When he arrived at Windsor 
from White Lodge on the previous day, the Duchess 
of Cambridge and her daughter, and several other 
guests, were assembled for the celebration of the 
morrow's anniversary. After the firing of the feu 
de ]oie and the usual parade of the troops the Prince 
of Wales went out shooting with his father and 
the Duke of Cambridge. The Queen gave a very 
large dinner-party in the evening, at which the Prince 
of Wales, Colonel Bruce, the Rev. C F. Tarver,t 
Mr. Gibbs and Major Teesdale were all present. 
The Illustrated London News, in honour of the occa- 
sion, published a new portrait of the Prince of 
Wales in Highland costume, which is said to be from 
a photograph by Mr. Lake Prince, taken the previous 

I ear, and lithographed by Mr. R. J. Lane and Mr. 
. H. Lynch, statmg as a reason for doing so that 
much interest was excited by the fact ** that the 
two eldest sons of Her Majesty had entered on that 
hase of life which amongst the ancients was marked 
y the assumption of the toga virilts.^^ The birth- 
day was also kept in London, where the Royal 
Standard was duly displayed at the Tower and 
Greenwich Hospital. Punches tribute to the future 
King on this occasion was a sketch entitled 

• ** The Greville Memoirs," vol. viii. p. 217. 
t In 1858 when Mr. Gibbs retired, Mr. Tarver wu tppointed 
his Director of Studies and Chaplain, in which capacity he aoocMO* 

panicd the Prince to Rome, Spain and Portxi^ral, and then went 
with him to Edinburgh, remaining with the Prince till the autumn 
oi 1859^ when his education ceased to be conducted at home. 
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little Souvenir to H.R.H. Coloael the Prince of 
Wales.'* In it the Sage of Fleet Street^inthe garb 

of a P'i eld -Marshal, is portrayed in the act of present- 
ing an enormous " Life of the Duke of Wellington ** 
to the youthful soldier. 

It was announced on November 27 that the Queen 
had appointed Colonel the Hon. Robert Bmce 
to be Goremor of the Prince of Wales ; Brevet- 
Majors R. J. lindsay,* C. Teesdale, and Captain 
C. Greyt to be equerries, and Viscount Valletort 
to be extra equerry. 

The Prince of Wales's trip to Germany proved a 
triumphant success. The Prince of Prussia spoke 
with enthusiaun of his tact and savair fairg^ and the 
excellent impressicm he had made at the Court of 
Berlin. Ladv Bloomfield was delighted to hear 
so much good spoken of him, and writes to England, 
that " we gave a ball to the Prince of Wales, which 
was attended by the Royal Family, and which was 
opened by the Prince of Wales and the Princess 
Frederick Charles. I danced with Prince Frederick 
William as their vts-i^vis* It was rather a curious 
coincidence that mj first waiting was at the time 
of the Prince of Wales*s christening, and his first 
ball seventeen years later at my house.** 

On December 11 the Illustrated London News 
published another portrait of the Prince of Wales 
in his uniform as a Colonel in the Army, from a 
photograph by MajraU, observing that some of the 
Berlin pa^rs had erroneously asserted that he had 
appeared m the garb of a Colonel of the Household 

• Robert James Loyd-Lindsay, V.C., born 1832, died 1901, was 
created first Baron Wantage in July, 1885. He was one of the 
Dionecrt of the Vdunteei movement On his deatli the title 
PCCIBIC €9ttiact. 

t Aft o wi d s Genenl dudes Qtcf. ^ Father of the fourth and 
fnmx Bad Grcy, boni iSof, died 1870. 
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Brigade. It is in the neat and simpk uniform 
wliich unattached o£Ekers of the Army alone are 
allowed to wear that Hit Royal Highness appears 

in the portrait before us, and there is only the 
Ribbon and Star of the Order of the Garter and his 
youthful countenance to distinguish him from any 
other officer in the rank and position he holds in 
the Army." On Christmas Ere the Prince Consort 
informed Baron Stockmar that the Prince oi Wales 
is ntw vify h^fd at mrkJ* 

The emancipation ** of November 9, 1858, by 

no means indicated a cessation of mental activity, 
and the next two years were probably the busiest 
of the whole of the Prince of Wales's early life. 
His boyhood, however, is over, and one must 
sternly resist the tempution to foUow him on his 
touxi in Italy and Spain^ and to say something of 
his educational experiences in Edinburgh, and at 
Oxford and Cambridge. Just nine months later 
the Prince Consort once more writes to Baron 
Stockmar, " in Edinburgh I had an Educational 
Conference with all the persons who are taking part 
in the education of the Prince oi Wales. They all 
speak highly of him, and he seems to have shown 
zeal and good will. Dr. Lyon Playfair is giving 
him lessons in chemistry . • . Dr. Schmitz (the 
Rector of the High School of Edinburgh, a German) 
gives him lectures on Roman history. Mr. Fisher, 
who is to be the tutor for Oxford, was also at 
Holyrood. Law and history are the subjects 
on which he is to prepare the Prince.'' 

It is scarcely to be wondered at that just three 
weeks later Punch in a series of really witty verses^ 
once more asserted his right to have a Toice in the 
** making of the future Sovereign.'* 
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A Pimrcs ier Higb Plumiu 



The dear little Walei, <urc the saddeit of tales 
Itthetalefiltbettidieiwithwhkhthi^aKCfiiimitii^ 
In thy todbm tad bibi» handed oHitoGShlm, 
Who lor dght fem ivith lolid initnctioa wii itt 

Then, to lUl an^ nook Gibbt had chanced to o'erlook 

In thote poor little brains, lick of learned palaver. 
When thoud'st fain roll in clover, they handed thee over j 
.To the pxim pedagqgic protection of Tarrer. 

In Ediaburgh next, thy poor noddle, perplext, 
The gauntlet mutt run of each science and study,^ 
l^^nyacedstnuiM of knowledge, tanked on by tlM 
Thnragh die field of thj bojr^brains run shallow and muddy 

To the south from the north, from the shores of the Forth, 
Where at hands Fkcsbyterian pure science is quaffed, 
The Prince, in a trice u whipped to the Isis, 
When Oxtod keep spiings mediaeval on diaqght. 

Dipped in grey Oxford mixture (lest that prove a fixture). 
The poor lad's to be plunged in less orthodoi Cam, 
When dynamic! and statics, and pure mathematics, 
Will be pikd on his brain's awtul cargo of cram. 

Where next the boy may go to swell the farrago, 
We haven't yet heard, but the P^ilacc they're ploiang in ; 
To Berlin, Jena, Bonn, he*ll no doubt be paned on. 
And drop in, for a fiaiihing touch, p'raps at G6ttingen. 

KSatait tidiilgiiig the pairion lor this high-prestnre 
Of Mm tnLuog^ Bmti would uplift kjal waniiQg ; 
Lo com otivea we •ee^ over stoked soon nwy be 
TUl die m p c mo m cd boakr blows vp tome fine numing. 

The Guat EasUrns disaster should teach u$ to master 
Our pauion for oace, lest the mind's water-jacket 
Steam for ait iacdy oanting, and uitty valvct wantiDf — 
Should e^lode loand the bravo, ol a iodden, and oack it*"* 

Notwitliftanding this well-meant protest, both 

• PuHch, September 24, 1859. 
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Dr. LiddeU^ and Dr. Whewell had in turn some- 
thing to do with the last stage of the Prince of 
Wtlei's educatioiiy and assnreoUy no <me is likdy to 

quarrel with the general result arrived at. 

Speaking of the late Queen Victoria SirR. Holmes 
(one of the ablest of her biographers) says, " No 
monarch who has ever ruled will be regretted more 
deeply or monmed more sincerely than Queen 
Victoria ; and her monument will be in the hearts 
of her subjectSyin the ideal of sovereignty which she 
created, and in the undying tradition by which her 
name will be hallowed while the Empire shall 
endure." Surely it will be conceded that the most 
remarkable memorial of the prudence, the wisdom, 
the foresight, the firmness, the broad-mindedness, 
the sound judgment, and the untiring industry of 
both Queen Victoria and the Prince Consort t 
is to be fonnd in those achievements which 
make their eldest son to-day not only the most 
powerful but the most popular of living potentates. 
That he occupies the unique position he does at 
the beginning oi the twentieth century is mainly 

• Sec antif p. 2 i 8. 

t Ai far back as Jane 4, 1853, in responding at die Trisi^ Houae 
to the torn cl the Royal Family, the Fnnoe Cm 
ing prophetic utteranoe : It it s blemng attadiiog to the mooaichi- 
cal institutions ol this ooontiy that the domestic relations and tlie 
domeatic happineai of the sovereign aie inaqpenfale fEom the relations 
and happineai of the people at large, hk the p fo gi e ii ct the Ro)ral 
Family through life is reflected as it were, the progress of the 
generation to which they belong, and out of the common sympathy 
ielt tor them arises an additional bond of union amongst the people 
themselves. I have often been keenly touched by the many proofs 
of kindness, and, I may say, almost parental affection, witn which 
the Prince of Wales and the rest of our young family have been 
wdcomed on their earlieat appearance. May God grant that they 
mtc^ lome day repay that aTO ct i op» and niake themidfci worthy 
of it hjr fnlwling ^e expectationt which the coimtiy 10 food^ 
cheriihei**' 

S7« 
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Practical Results 

attributable to the wholesome ho me- influences, 
the practical common sense, and the never-failing 
solicitude which surrounded the boyhood and 
moulded the character of the Great King who 
f ortunatdy guides the destinies of the Empire at one 
of the most critical periods of oar eventful history. 
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note 

Inkerman, battle of, 30$ 
Inverary, royal visit to, 209, 

Ipswich, meeting of British 

Association at, 277 
Ireland, royal visit to, 1849, 

230 et seq. 
Ireland, state of, in 1843, li^ 
Irving, Sir Henry, 259 

J 

Jackson, Dr. Cyril, 44 
James L, " Basuikon Doron '* 

quoted, 29 
James I^ his writings, 
James II., early life, ^ 

Iocelyn, Viscountess, 191, 298 
ohnson, Thomas, 90 
oinviUe, Prince de, 141 
oynes, Rev. R. 227 
udge and Strange, pirate 
royal etchings, 22S» 238 
Judge, Mrs., Prince Albert's 

generosity to, 239 
Juvenile balls at Bucking- 
ham Palace, 300, 310, 323 

K 

Kean, Charles, 245 

Manages theatricals at 
Windsor, 320 and note 
Kean, Mr. and Mrs. Charles, 
in Macbeth at Windsor, 289 
Kean, Edmund, 245 
Kemble, Charles, reads Cym- 
beline at Buckingham 
Palace, 147 
Kemble, Fanny, 245 ; de- 
scription of railway engine, 
124 note 
Kent, Duchess of, 13, ^ 1 14 
Ball at Abcrgeldie, 287 
Excursions, 62^ 6_v, 64 
Letters to Prince of 
Wales, 237, 263 
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Kent, Duchess of — continued 
litters to Princess Royal, 

204. 237 
Pas redoubU, 129, 196 
Royal children visit, 290 
Kent, l5tike o£» on Queen Vic- 
toria at Sidmouth, ^ 
Kent, Duke of, Whiggism, 57 
Keppel, Sir Henry, 521 and 

note 
Kerr, Miss, 

Kingsdown, Lord, estimate of 

Pnnce Albert, 79 
Kingstown, royad visit to, 

2^4, 23s 
Kcenigswinter, Prince 



Wales at, 342, 343 
Kossuth in London, 2BQ 



of 



Lablache, M.. 61. 73. 84 
Lake, Dr. Edward, 34 
Lampadius, W. A., transla- 
tion of Mendelssohn's Life, 
125 and note 
Landseer, Sir Edwin, S2 

Drawings at Ardverekie 

Lodge, zii note 
Royal visit to his studio, 
270 

Law, Dr., Bishop of Chester, 
45 

Law, Hon. Charles Ewan, 
address on opening of Coal 
Exchange, 241 
Lawson, William, presents 
sherry for Queen Victoria's 
use, 2A 
Leech, John, 2J 

Caricature portrait of Ed- 
ward VII. , 22 
" Every Inch a Sailor," 

IQO. 207 note 
Great Derby Race of 

1851, 221 
The British Lion, 267 
Vignette portrait of 
Prince of Wales, 1,^9. 
{iee also Punch) 



Leeds, royal visit to, 221 ' 
Lehzen, Baroness, 59 

Story of genealogical tree, 
14, 16. 6q 
Leiningen, Prince of, IJ2 
Leiningen, Prince Charles of, 

death, 335 
Leiningen'TPrince Edward of, 

347 and note 
Lemiter, Duke of, 234 
Leopold, King of theBelgians, 
60. 62 

Visits England, tx. IA1± 

^ iMi ii4 
Leopold, Pnnce : 

Birth, 291 

Christemng, 292 
Letter- writing in forties *' 

and " fifties," 0 
Letter-writing in royal edu- 
cation, L2 
Leuchtenberg, Grand Duchess 

of, at Geneva, 337 
Lewis, Jenkin, "^Memoirs of 
Prince William Henry, 
Duke of Gloucester," 5 note, 

UddellTRev. H. G., 218, 378 
Lilly, Mrs., 22^ 87, 136 
Liston, comedian, 184 
LitOe Red Riding Hood, by 

royal children, 256 
Loyd-Lindsey, Robert James, 
Baron Wantage, 355> iZi 
and note 
London County Council visit 

Paris, 2 
London GaietU, Nov. 0, 184 1. 

Birth of Prince of \Sfales, 94 
London Gazette, Dec. 4^ 1841. 
Titles of Prince of Wales, 
108 

Lord Mayor's (Humphrey) 

banquet, 1842, menu, 128 
Lord Mayor's show, 1841, 80. 

Lome, Marquess of, ziq and 
note 

Loubet, President, Edward 

VII. and, 2 
Louis Philippe, abdicated, 2 1 5 
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Louis Philippe and Queen 
Am61ie'8 visit to Windsor, 

Louis Philippe, unpopular in 

England, 140 
liCraise, Princess (Duchess of 

Argyll), birth, 217 
Louise, Queen of the Belgians, 

21, 132 note, 278 
Lyme Regis. ^ 
Lyttelton, Sarah, Lady, 23, 
123 and note. 127, iS^ 
note 

Appointed preceptress to 
the Princess Royal, 160 

First night in new por- 
tion of Osborne House. 
194 

Las^udience with Queen, 

269 

On Princess Alice and her 
pet lamb. 36^ 



M 



McKay, Queen Victoria's 
piper, 215 

McLean, TT " A First Lesson 
on the Welsh Harp," 136 

Mackiney dwarfs at Bucking- 
ham Palace. iM 

Maclise, David. 26 

Macready. 245 

Farewell performance, 
269 

Madan, Frederic, 6 
Magazine of Art, 1901. Queen 
Victoria's influence on art, 

Makin, Bathshua, sketch of, 

34 

Malet, Sir Alexander, 
Malibran, Mme., 2J_8 
Manchester Art Treasures 
Exhibition, royal visit to. 

341 

Mar, Arabella, Countess of, 30 
Marie Henriette, Queen of the 

Belgians, 294 and note 
Markham. Archbishop. 44 



Marlborough House granted 
to Prince of Wales, 262 and 

note 

Marshall, William, ^ 
Martin, Sir T : 

Eulogy of Prince Con- 
sort, ifi 
" Life of the Prince Con- 
sort," 1 1 and note, 7^ 

78 

Monograph on Baron 
Stockmar, 
Mary of Saxe - Altenburg, 

Princess, 370 
Mary, Queen, 34 
Mar^ Stuart, Queen, early 

cpistolatory skill, ^ 
Maximilian of Austna, Duke, 
343 

Maxwell, Sir William Stirling, 
as 

Meadows, Kenny, 2^ 133 ' 

Mecklenburg - Sn-elitz, Prin- 
cess Augusta, Grand 
Duchess of, 114 and 
note, 177 and note 
Birthday party, 126 

Melbourne, Viscount, at Hat- 
field, 196 

Melbourne, Viscount, consults 
Prince Albert, 84 

Mendelssohn, letter to his 
mother, June 2i_, 1842, visit 
to Queen Victoria, 125 

Mensdorff, Count Arthur, on 
Prince Albert as a child, 25 

Middleton, Sir William, enter- 
tains Prince Albert, 277 

Mint, royal visit to, 2^ 

Minter, Dr., ^55. 356 

Monmouth, James, Duke of, 6j 

Montagu, Duke of, 44 

Montagu, Elizabeth, rj, 45 

Montagu, Lady Mary Wort- 
ley, on Frederick, Prince of 
Wales, 40 

Moors in London, 262 

Mount Edgecumbe, Earl of, 
355 and note, 375 

Mount Edgecumbe. Lady, 188 
and note 
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Mulrcady envelopes, 21 
Munster, Countess of, latter 

days of WiUiam IV., IS9 

note 

N 

Namnr, siege of, 36, 37, ^ 
Napoleon IL, King oT Rome, 

exercise-books, ^ 
Napoleon III., 2ig, 2M 

And Empress Eugenie 
visit England, 305, 343 
• " L'empire c'est la paix, 

I 3 

Entertains English royal- 
ties, 313 
National Anmem, different 
versions, 67 et seq., 93 
Impromptu verses to, 25 
National defences, 346. 347, 

371 and note 
Nalidnai on Prince of Wales, 
120 

Naval review, Spithead, 293, 
299 

Nemours, Duchesse de, death, 
349 

Newcastle, royal visits to, 
22s and note 

Newcastle, William Caven- 
dish, Earl of, 

Newton, Adam, tutor to 
Henry, Prince of Wales, $,31 

Nicholas, Tsar, death, 307 

Nicolas, Sir Harris, discovers 
Nelson's coat and waist- 
coat, 178 

Nightingale, Florence, 328 
and note 

Norfolk, Duke and Duchess 
of, entertain Queen Vic- 
toria, 158 

Norris Castle, ^jo 

North Wales, royal visit to, 
287 

Norton, CaroUne, *' The Child 
of the Islands," 25, 2& 
Extracts from, 26, 27 
Northumberland, Duchess of. 

State governess, 62 
Northumberland, Earl of, 32 



"Old Adelphi," royal visit 
to, 321 

OrangeT^ary, Princess of, 13 
Ormond, Duchess of, 36 
Osborne estate, 146 

Miniature forts at, 36 
note, 303 

Riding-school, 346 
Osborne House, nurseries. 
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Osborne House, royal visits 

to, 122, i8r. iMi IIIa I94t 
198, 214, 228. 243, 265, 267, 
279. 282^ 283, 301, 304. 308. 
3»7. 225» 335. 339* 344. 349» 

353, 

Oscar II. of Sweden, 324 and 
note 

Oxenford, John, on Holmes 
as Guy Fawkes, 257 



Packer, Mrs. (Augusta Gow), 

82 

Paddington Station, 149, 150 
Palmerston, Viscount, 79, 176 
151 

At Harrow Speech day, 
303 

On Baron Stockmar, L2 
Palmerston, Viscount and Vis- 
countess, visit Queen, ^21 
and note, 328 
Paris, Comte de, 36 note 
Paris, English Royal Family 

visit, 31 3 g< seq. 
Patriotic JFund Exhibition, 
contributions by royal chil- 
dren, 308 
Peel, Sir Robert, 128. 149 
Death, 267 

Estimate of Prince Al- 
bert, 79 
Penderel-Brodhurst, J., "Life 
of King Edward VII.," 
LQ note 

Sydney Smith and birth 
of Ptince of Wales, mi 
note 
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Pendleton, John, on Queen 
Victoria's nrst railway jour- 
ney, 124 and note 

Phillip, John, picture of Prin- 
cess Royal's wedding, 351, 

Philpott, Dr., 214 
Phipps, C. B., 253 a nd note 
Phipps, Hon. t^B., letter to 

B. Webster on Windsor 

theatricals, 2^ 
Phipps, Hon. CTB., organised 

''^Windsor Theatricals." 

246 

" raegethon," engine, 124 
and note 

Pirie, John, qo, ^ 

Pitt, Miss, autograph collec- 
tion, fi 

Plantagenet ball at Bucking- 
ham Palace, ii£ et seq. 
Play fair, Dr. Lyon, 376 
Plymouth, royal visiTto, 326 
Politics had no part in educa- 
tion of Edward VII., 52 
Politics in early training of 
George III. and his sons, 
SI 

Ponsonby, Lt.-Col., 340, 343 

and note, 347 
Portland breakwater, royal 

visitors to, 284 and note. 

Prat, preceptor to Duke of 

Gloucester, 36, 38 
Princess RovalrBmpress Fre- 
derick 

Affianced to Prince Fre- 
derick William of Prus- 
sia, ni 

Birth, SoT 86 

Confirmed, 323 

Drawing BatUe field, 308, 
309 

Early letters and draw- 
ing, i3> 14 
Letter toPnnce of Wales, 

270 
Wedding, 351 
Protection and Free Trade, 
II 



Prussia, Frederic WiUiam XV., 
King of, ii4t 115 
Christening present to 
Edward VII., 127 
Prussia, Sophia Dorothea, 

Princess Royal of, 40 
Punch : 

A Case of Real Distress, 

i8z 

A Real Case of Caudle, 

A Morning Call, 230 
A Royal N ursery Khy me, 
ISO 

Bal costumi at Bucking- 
ham Palace, 178 
Belgravians' Lament, 266 
3irth of Prince of Wales, 

89, IQ2 et seq,, 108 
Bummg of Covent Gar- 
den Theatre, 322 
Cherbourg cartoon, 371 
Christening of Edward 
VIL, 

Demon of Discord, 177 
Entente cor di ale, 304 
*' Epithalamium, 353 
French Shawls for 1855, 

General F6vricr turned 

Traitor, 307 
Ireland a Dream of the 

Future, 236 
Jack Tar cartoon, 190, 

207 note 
La Belle Alliance, 316 
Louis Philippe's Visit to 

Windsor. 155 
New Royal Hunt, 176 
"Oh I God of Battles. 

steel my Soldiers' 

Hearts," 318 
On Prince of Wales' 

Name, 113 
Original Prospectus, July 

17, 1841, 21 
Pal [ace of Crystal, 276 
Paul Pry in the High- 
lands, 224 
Piracy of Royal Etchings, 

22s 
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punch — continued 

Presents to Prince of 

Wales, 2_L2 
Prince Arthur's Name» 

265 

Pnnce at High Pressure, 
377 

Pnnce of Wales a Sailor, 

305 

Prince of Wales* Visit to 

Ireland, 357 
Princess Alice's Seventh 

Birthday, 264 
Princess Royal's Engage- 

ment, ^ 
Progress to Ostend, 2M 
Prussian Eagle, 318 note 
** Punch as tutor to the 

Prince," 162, 166 
Queen Victoria's New 

Year's Gifts, 202 
Queen Victoria's Visit to 

Chateau d'Eu, 140 
"Rebecca" Riots in 

Wales, 139 
Royal Fishing-rods, ijj 
Royal Nursery Circular, 



L31? M7 
oval 



Royal Scottish Trip, 
Royal Visit to Astley's, 
185 

Royal Visit to Guernsey, 

189 

The Sailor Prince, 150 
" There's no Place like 

Home," 179 
Throwing the Old Shoe, 

298 

Tom Thumb and High- 
land Dwarfs, iM 
Victoria Felix, 277 
" Vote for Albert/* 203 
War with Russia, 297 
Windsor Thcatrica"Is r249. 
{see also Leech, John) 
Punch*s Almanack, 1844, 

" Royal Gleaners," 146 
Pye, birthday odes, 4^ 
New Year's Day ode, 

1796, so 
To^Hymen, 52 



Q 



Queenstown, 232 

Quick, John, ^THoclctian of 

Islington," 244 
Quin, instructed George III. 

in elocution, 41, 42- 



Rachel in Andromaque, 277 

and note 
Radclifie, Sir George, ^ 
Raglan, Lord, death, 312 
Railway travelling, 124 and 
note 

" Rebecca " riots, ij^ 
Redan, attack on, 3 1 1 
Redman, taught George III. 

fencing, 42 
Roberts, Welsh harper to 

Prince of Wales, 2M 
Robins, J., 2^8 and note 
Rogers, Samuel, death, 319 
Ros, Baron de, 355 and note, 

Ross, Sir William, drawing of 
Edward VII. and Princess 
Royal, 129 
Rowlandson, 21 
Royal Academy exhibition, 
royal visitors, 147, 228, 292 
Royal Albert christened, 301 
Royal barge, 240 
Royal nurseries and school- 
rooms of the seventeenth 
and eighteenth centuries, 
2Q ei seq. 
Russell, Lord John, 128. 176 
At Harrow Speech day, 
303 

Message about Marl- 
borough House, 267 
Russell, Lord and Lady John, 

2q6 

Russell, Sir W. iL,on Com- 
missariat in the Crimea, 

307 

Russo-Japanese War, ^ 
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Sabin, Frank T., ij 

St, Evremond, Charles dc, ^ 

Sale, J. B., dj 

Salisbury, Royal Family at 

station, 328 
Savage, Richard, 20% note 
Saxe-Coburg and Gotha, 

Duchess of, 152 
Schmitz, Dr., jfS ^ 
Scilly, royal visit to, 207 
Scott, sub-preceptor tovJeo 
III., 



rge 



Scott, Sir Walter, on educa- 
tion of the Princess Vic- 
toria, 6q. 
Seaman, Owen, 22 
Sebastopol, fall of, 312 
Sebastopol, siege of, 307 
Sell, Dr., i& 

Seymour, Horace, Master of 

the Mint, 25^ 
Shee, Sir Martin Archer, 8j 
Shelborne, Earl and Countess 

of, 2$8 
Siddons, Sarah, 244 
Sid mouth, 132 
Sikh War, 175 

Simpson, Sir James, 356 and 
note 

Skating and sledging, 203, 261, 

2q6. 297. 306. 336 
Skerritt, Marianne, Queen 

Victoria's " first dresser," 

S2 note 

Smelt, Leonard, tutor to Duke 
of York, 13, 45. 51 
Letter to his pupil, 46 
Smith, Albert, 2Sj3 

At Chamounix, 348 
Mont Blanc entertain- 
ment, 304 
Smith, Sydney, on birth of 

Prince of Wales, IQZ 
Soult, Marshal, death, 281 
Southcy, Robert, lines on 

Princess Victoria, 64 
Southwark, royal visit to, 
292 

Spencer, Earl, 191 



Spielmann, M. iL^ Queen Vic- 
toria's inflnence on art, 2 

note, 82 
Stanhope, Lady Wilhelmina, 

Duchess of Cleveland, 10 
Stanley, Lady Augusta, 356 

note 

Stanley, Lord, 128, 149 
Steward, Princess V^toria's 

writing-master, 60, ^ 
Stockmar, Baron, 8^ 41, 78, 85 
On education of the rojral 
children, IS7» 158, 165 
Plan for education of 
royal children, 12^ 15 
Stone, sub-governor to George 

IIL. 4^ 
Stovin, Sir Frederick, ^34 
Stowe, Queen Victoria and 

Prince Albert at, 139 
Stratford - on - Avon, royal 

visit to, 205 
Sullivan, Sir Arthur, 3^ 
Sultan of Morocco sends Arab 
horses to Queen Victoria, 
262 

Sulzar, de, 45 

Sumner, John Bird, Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury, 
32^ and note 
Conmmed Prince of 
Wales, 354 
Sutherland, Duke of, 2 10 and 

note 
S wan age, 329 

Queen victoria at, 63, 64 
Swiss Cottage, Osborne, 229, 
230, 302 note 



Tableaux by royal children, 

254 

Tadolini, Mme., 218 
Ta.g\iom,paS'de-quatr$^ 177 
Tarver, Rev. Charles Feral, 
tutor to Prince of Wales, 
174* 317 and note, 340, 343 
and note, 356 and note, 
174 
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Taylor, Henry, on Grcville's 
story of Mayor of Chester, 



Tecl, Princess Mary, Duchess 

of: 

Account of Prince of 
Wales' contirmation, 

At"^^White Lodge, 360 
et s§q. 

Tcesdale, Sir Christopher 
Charles, and note, 372, 

Tei^raphy, first practical 
use 01, 148 and note 

Temple, Dr., Archbishop, 371, 
372 

" Tender Annuals," 137 
Thackeray : May Day ode, 

275 

Thames, water procession, 
1835, 1849, 240 

Thomas, Dr., Bishop of Peter- 
borough, 42 
Thorburn, miniature portrait 
of Queen and Prmce of 
Wales, 227 
Thomycroft, Mrs., statuettes 

of royal children, 256 
Times, Nov. lo, 1841. Birth 
of Prince of Wales, 93 
On illuminations on 
Prince of Wales' birth- 
day, 129 
Prince of Wales's tutor, 
161 

Royal contribution to 
Patriotic Fund Exhi- 
bition, 309 

Royal visit to Ireland, 

232 

"Tom Thumb," Charles IL 

Stratton, I4S» 146, iM 
Tosti, Paola, 3^ 
Tree, IL Beerbohm, 259 
Truro, royal visit to, igj 
Tuer, A. W., and C. E. Pagan : 
"First Year of a Silken 
Reign," 7^ 
Tyndall, Professor, on educa- 
tion of royal children, i^i 



U 



Ulster, Sir Bernard Burke, 
Edward VII., 



Vaughan, Dr., headmaster of 

Harrow, 304 
Victor Emanuel II. visits 

England, 119 
Victoria Cross (Order of 

Valour) inaugurated, 341 
Victoria, Queen : 

Accession, 71 seqq. 
Annotations to Grey's 

narrative, 8j note 
Appreciation of West 

dountiy, 328-329 
At Dublin Exhibition, 
294 

Correspondence, 1 1-12. 

Cruise in West of Eng- 
land, 326 

Cruise to Channel Is- 
lands, 304, 346 

Dancing, 3JJ and note 

Descendants, 17 

Description of Balmoral, 
222. 223 ; first deer 
drive, 22J 

Dines in State with Lord 
Mayor, 72 

Early years, 56 et seq., 9 

Education, 6q ct seq., 65 

Eighteenth birthday, 

Etchings, and note, 
83, 112. 225, 238 

First autumn tnp to 
Scotland, 207 

First railway journey, 124 

First visit to Balmoral, 

22J 

111 with measles, 292 
Influence on art, 8j note, 

82^ 83 

Journal, Nov. 21, 1841, 

107 

BaTOicombe ^^Y* 
Aug. 20, 1846, 187 
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Victoria, Que«n — continued 
Journal : 

Christening of Prince 
Alfred, 152 

Cruise to Jersey, 
Sept. 2j_ 1846, 

Dancing with Napo- 
leon III., 310 

Departure of troops 
for Russia, 299 

Description of Mar- 
quess of Lome, 
Aug. LL» 1847, 210 
note, 217 

Fourteenth anniver- 
sary of wedding, 
Feb. 10, 1854, 2^ 

Highland games, 
Aug. 1850, 2M 

Irish tour, Aug. 1849, 

232> 233> 234. 235, 
236 

Mount Edgecumbe, 
Aug. 22j 1846, lM 

Mounts Bay, Sept. 5, 
1846, 192 

On board the Royal 
George^ Sept. 4, 
1842. 127 

Opening of Exhibi- 
tion, May 1851,272 

Princess Royal's 
wedding, Jan. 
1858, 311. 112 

Plymouth, Aug. 21, 
1846, iM. 

Visit to Blair Athol, 

1.53 

Visit to Coburg,Aug. 

8, 1845, LZ2 
Visit to France, ^i^ 

et seq. 
Voyage to Scotland, 
Aug. 1 847, 207, 209 
Learns Hindustani, 6z 
Letters to : H. Birch — 
Prince of Wales 
riding, 2^8 note 
• King of the Belgians, 

107, no, 28s, 286, 



Victoria, Queen — continued 
Letters to : 

Lord Melbourne — 

governess for royal 

children, i6q 
Princess Royal, Oct. 

21. 1846, LS6 
Stockmar — Prince 

Albert badgered. 

300 

Love of dogs and other 
animals, 8j 

Marriage, 2^ 

Memory, 63 

New Yeaf^ dole, 1S2 

On King of Prussia and 
Edward VII. 's chris- 
tening, 115 

Opens Parliament, Dec. 
12^ 1854, 306 

Presents Victoria Cross, 

349 

Prevented by illness from 
opening Coal Ex- 
change, 2J3 

Receives wounded 
Guards, 307 

Struck by Robert Pate, 

Takes active part in edu- 
cating her children, 
169. 170. 172 

Tastes and accomplish- 
ments, Sj 

Tour in West of England, 

1833. 63 
Visits Cherbourg, 370 
Hatheld, Belvoir, 

&c., 64^ 196 
Louis PhiUppe, 140 
Queen Adelaide at 

Cassiobur\', i£5 
White Lodge, ^ 
Voice, 73 
ViUiers, Lady Frances, ^ 

W 

Waldegrave, Earl of, 43 
Wales, Albert EdwardTPrincc 
of (sM Edward VIL) 
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Wales, Augusta, Princess of, 
education of her eldest son, 
5 

Wales, Frederick, Prince of, 
40 

Wales, Henry Stuart, Prince 
of, 5, 22 
Sketcn~of, 30-3 1 
Wales* Prince of {see title 

as King) 
Wallace, Lady , translation of 
Mendelssohn's Letters, 125 
note 

Walmer Castle, royal visit 

to, 130 
Walmesley, T. A., 206 
Warner, Mary Amelia, 245 
Way, N. A. K., 99 
Weoster, Benjamin, 245 
At Old Adelphi, ^ 
Royal entertainments," 
245 

Wellesley, Gerald V., Dean of 
Windsor, 289* 354 and note. 



Arthur, 261 
Royal visitors, 130 



WeUTngton, Duke of, 11, 79, 

At^irth of Prince of 
Wales. iQQ 

At opening of Great Ex- 
hibition, 221 

Death at Walmer, 287 
Funeral procession, 288 
Godfather to Prince 
265 

itors, 

Visits his godson, 275 
Westall, R. A., tau^hn^n- 

cess Victoria drawing. 61 
Wharton, Dr., Poet Laureate, 

birthday odes, 24, 43 
Whewell, Dr. , 378" ^ 
White Lodge, Richmond Park, 

account of, 357 et seq. 
Whitehead, birthday odes, 

Wilberforce, Samuel, Bishop 
of Oxford, 162. 323 and note 

Wilhelmina of Wurtemberg, 
Rrincess, 370 

William IIL, early life, ^ 



William IV. : 

Account of his latter 

days, 15^ note 
Coronation, 6z 
Death, 66 
William, Emperor of Ger- 
many, 1^2 
Wilson, Effingham, pamphlet 
on education of the Ftince 
of Wales, 161, 163 et seq. 
Windsor Castle: 

Christmas, 1843, at, 144 
Fire at, 290 
Improvements at, 84 
Sunday at, 1843, 138 
'* Windsor Pear," 85 
Windsor theatricals, 226. 245 
et seq., 261, 262, 282. 
28Q, 29s, 296, 298, 318. 
320 and note, 334. 336 
Guests, 248, 249 
Object of, 251 
Programme, 247 
Plays performed : 

A Game of Specula" 

Hon, 296 
Box and Cox, 242 
Camp at Chobham, 
298 

Charles XII. , 262 
Hamlet, 248 
Henry V., 2^5 
The Honeymoon, 298 
Hush-money, 334, 
336 

Julius Casar, 261 

King John, 282 
King Rene's Daugh- 
ter, 2^ 
Little Toddlekins, 

296 

The Lottery Tichet, 

Lucky Friday, 289 
Macbeth, 289 
Merchant of Venice, 

246 

Not a Bad Judge, 282 
Paul Pry, 285 
Richard II., 336 
Rivals, 
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Windsor theatricals — conld. 
Plays performed: 

School for Scandal, 

334. 336 
The Stranger, 249 
Tempest, 2q8 
Twice Killed^ 249 
Used Up, 247 
Winterhalter, painting of 

Royal Family, 204 
WomDwell's menagerie at 

Windsor, 2x2 
Wood, John, 241 
Woodward. 21 
Wordsworth, William, 25 

Ode on Prince Albert, 
, 126, 2Q^ 



World, accoimt of White 
Lodge. 1S8 el seq. 

Wurtemberg, Kin^ of, 16. 

Wurtemberg, Princess Fre- 
deric, 16 

Wyndham, Sir Charles, 259 



Yates, Edmund, 256, 255 note 
On " Harlequin Guy 

Fawkes," 257 
On " Windsor Pear," 85 

York, Frederic, Duke of, 

Ml 51 . 
Early exercise-books, 6^2 

Education, 48 
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